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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 
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4. Jurisdiction. 

5. Tin j Pilgrimage. 
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Legislative Department and elections for Indian and 
Provincial Legislatures subjeH to rules framed under 
sections b4 ( /) and 72 (a) of flic Government of India Act. 
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8. Education (other than European Education ). 


The Hon’ble Sir High Stephenson, k.c.i.e., c.s.i., i.c.n., in charge 
of the following portfolios: — 

1. Appointment. 
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Legislature. 

6. Jails. + 

7. Agriculture and Industries (except I&eise Brajj^h). 
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The Hon’ble Mr. «T. Donald, c.s.i., c.i.e. i.c.s., in charge of the follow* 
ing portfolios: — - 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue. 

3. Commerce and Industrial subjects. 

4. Marine. 

6. European Education. 

G. Public Works. 

7. Agriculture and Industries (Excise Branch). 

The Hon* hie Maharaja Ksiiumsii Cinxnm R\v Bahadur of Nadia, 
in charge of the following portfolios: — 

1. Land Revenue. * 

2. Land Acquisition. 

3. Forests. 

4. Irrigation. 

5. Excluded areas. 

G. Medical administration, including hospitals, dispensaries and 
asylums and provision for medical education. 

7. Local Self-Government. 
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Abbot, Mr. E. G. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

Addams-Williams, Mr. (\, C.I.E. (Nominated Official.) 

Addy, Babu Amulya l)hone. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 
Ahamad, Maulvi Asimuddin. [Tippera (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed, Maulvi Najmuddin. ( Hooghly cum Howrah Municipal 
(Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed, Maulvi Tayebuddin. [Mymensingh East (Muhammadan).] 
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Barton, Mr. II. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
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Chakravarti, Mr. Byomkes. [24-Parganas Rural South (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 
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Chartres, Mr. C. B. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 
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Commerce.) 
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Lindsay, Mr. J. H., I.C.S. (Nominated Official.) 
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Nazimuddin, Khaje. [Bakarganj South (Muhammadan).] 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. ix 
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Singha, Mr. Arun Chandra. (Chittagong Landholders.) 
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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS' 

(Official Report of the Nineteenth Session.) 

VOLUME XIX. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India AoL 

The Council met in the CounrirChamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Thursday, the drd December, 192u, at ,6 i\m. 

Present^ 

The Rouble the President (Kumar Sum Shekharkkwar Ray) in 
the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive Council, and 126 
nominated and- elected members. 

Oath or Affirmation. 

The following members made an oath or affirmation of their alle- 
giance to the Crown : — 

Major-General Richard Heard, c.i.e., m.d.. k.h.s., i.m.s. 

Mr. M. C. McAuun, c.i.e., i.c.s. 

Khan Bahadur Md. Annul. Mr min. 

Mr. MAimriiri. Huq. 

Mr. C. B. Chartres. 

Mom. ah Ahsaxuleah. 

llabu Hahipada Ray Chacdhuri. 

Death of Her Gracious Majesty Queen Alexandra. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. Gentlemen of the Council, — We 
meet under the shadow of an Empire's mourning, but this is not the 
time nor the occasion to speak of the many transcending qualities of 
bead and heart of Her Gracious Majesty, the late Queen Alexandra, 
known affectionately and reverently the wide-world over as the Queen 
Mother. Hers was a glorious life lived in all its transcendent fullness 
of gracious love and queenly service for humanity and we thank God 
that He vouchsafes to us from time to time outshining examples of 
beautiful lives such as the life of the mother of our King- Emperor. 
Reverently we say. God help His Gracious Majesty in his grievous 
sorrow; and we, His Majesty’s most loyal subjects, with humble duty, 
bow our heads in grief with Him at the passing of one who was a great 
Queen, a devoted wife and mother. 



2 DEATH OF RAI BAHADUR LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY. [3rd Dwx 


Gentlemen of the Council, I shall ask you presently to stand in your 
seats as a tribute of respect to Her late Majesty, and it will then be my 
respectful duty to transmit, through the proper channel, to the foot of 
the Throne an expression of the Council’s deep grief and of their respect* 
ful sympathy with His Majesty the King and with Her Majesty Queen 
Mary and all the Royal Family in their great bereavement, tendering 
at the same time with dutiful respect, the Council’s deep* and abiding 
loyalty to His Gracious Majesty’s Throne and Person. 

I shall be obliged if you will all now rise in your seats. 

(The members then rose in their seats.) 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Thank you, gentlemen. 

Death of Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan 8ingh Roy. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Gentlemen of the Council, — There is another 
melancholy news which it has fallen to my lot to convey to you. It is 
the passing away of our late lamented colleague, Rai Bahadur Lalit 
Mohan Singh Roy, the Zamindar of Chakdigi. He represented the 
landholders of the Burdwan Division in this Council during its last 
term. There are many among us here who knew him well for his was 
a striking personality — a tall fine figure, highly cultured, simple in his 
manners and always courteous, a typical Rajput nobleman. To know 
him was to like him and respect him. We all mourn his loss and with 
your permission, gentlemen, I propose to convey Ihe condolence of the 
House to his bereaved family. I now request you, gentlemen, to show 
respect to the memory of the departed nobleman by kindly rising in 
your places. 

(The members then rose in their places.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Thank you, gentlemen. 

Letters from Colonel Bayley and Mr. Syad Ali Meerza. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Gentlemen of the Council, — I should like to read 
to you two letters which have been received by the Secretary — the first 
is from Colonel Bayley, dated France, the 10th September, 1925: — 

“ Drab Sir, 

1 have received your letter of 14th August, and have* communicated its 
contents to the other eons and daughters of the late* Sir Stuart Bayley, also to 
his nephew Sir Charles Bayley (formerly Governor of Bihar and Orissa). In their 
name and my own, I would ask yon to convey to the Hon’ble Sir Evan Cotton 
and the members of the Bengal Legislative Council, our sincere gratitude for 
their kind message of sympathy and our heartfelt appreciation of the touching 
remarks of sorrow and respect shown by the President and Council on hearing the 
news of my father's death. 

I remain, 

Yours very sincerely, 

(Sd.) S. F. Batlkt, Lt.-Col ” 
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This is from Mr. Syed Ali Meersa and is dated Calcutta, the 2Bth 
August, 1925. 

“ I) BAR 8m, 

I beg to acknowledge your letter No. 1963L., dated 20th August, 1925, 
communicating to me at the request of the Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray, 
President of the Bengal Legislative Council, the message of condolence and 
sympathy of the Legislative Council at the sad death of my revered father a a 
embodied in the Council resolution. 1 should request the favour of conveying the 
respectful thanks of myself and the members of the bereaved family for this 
sympathetic message to the Hon'ble the President for his and the Council’* 
information. 

Your* truly, 

<8d. Sykd Am Mbkhba. ’* 


Portrait of the late Nawab 8tr£yed Shams-ul-Huda. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Members of (he Council will he interested to hear 
that Lady Huda has very kindly presented a portrait of her husband 
the late Nnwab*Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda, the first President of thi* 
Council. The portrait has been hung up in the President’s chamber 
and members are cordially iuvited to view it. 


Panal of Chairman. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In aeeordanee with the provisions of Rule 3 
of the Bengal Legislative Council Rules, 1920, 1 nominate the follow- 
ing membei-s of the Council to form a panel of four Chairmen for the 
ensuing session, namely — 

Babu Jatindka Nath Ba.su, 

Maulvi Kkramui, Huq, 

Mr. G. Morgan, and 

Raja Manmati^ N\th Ray Chuiihvri of Santosh. 

Unless otherwise arranged, the senior member among them present 
in the above order named will preside over the deliberations of thi* 
Council in my absence and in the absence of the Deputy President. 


Starratf Questions 

(to which oral answers wore given). 

Officers in the Lecturers 9 servioc. 

•I. Babu SUDARSAN CHAKRAVORTY: (a) Will the Hon ’bit 

Member in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that there are officers in the existing 
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QUESTIONS. 


[3rd Dec. 


Lecturers' service, who, in addition to their Calcutta Degrees , 4 held post- 
graduate Research Degrees of the English Universities, and have made 
original contributions to the advancement of learning? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking early 
titepa to promote them to the Bengal Educational Service on adequate 
salaries or to 'place them outside the graded list on special rates of 
salaries consistent with their attainments? 

(c) If not, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reasons 
therefor? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Mon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (a) There are possibly a few such eases. 

(b) No. 

(c) Promotion depends upon the occurrence of suitable vacancies, 
and Government cannot possibly guarantee to improve the *pay of all 
officers who improve their qualifications, except as vacancies occur oi 
a suitable nature. 

Exeoutive Officers of the Bankura district. 

Ml. Babu UME8 CHANDRA CHATTERJEE: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Appointment Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing, for the district of 
Bankura, for the yeurs, 1880, 1885, 1890, 1895, 1900, 1905, 1910, 1915, 
1920, 1924 

(?) the number of Executive Officers (Magistrates, Additional 
Magistrates, Assistant Magistrates, Joint Magistrates 
Deputy Magistrates and Sub-Deputy Magistrates) in employ 
under Government; 

(if) the number of cases tried by the Executive Officers? 

{h) Will the llon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of decreasing the number 
■of Executive Officers at Bankura owing to the Excise and the Income- 
tax Departments having Wen separated? 

MEMBER in ohargo of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson): in) (?) and (f?) The information is not 
readily available and its compilation would involve an amount of 
labour incommensurate with its value. 

(b) No. 

Death of oertain persons at the King George’s Dock Works. 

Mil. Bobu BORODA PROSAD DEY: {a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Marine Department aware that some men died 
lately at the King George’s Dock Works, Calcutta, by electric shock, 
*>wing to defective lay-out? 



QUESTIONS, 



(6) Ar* the Government considering+the desirability of inquiring ai 
to wl»\re responsible for this occurrence? ' 


MEMBER Hi iftargl of MARINE DEPARTMENT (tHa Hon%la 
Mr. 4 * Donald): (a) On the 15th July a two-ton crane, while being moved 
along its track at King George’s Dock by a gang of coolies, suddenly 
became electrified. The whole gang received shocks and seven men 
succumbed. 

(b) Independent inquiries into the occurrence were made by the 
Port Commissioners, by the Assistant Electric Inspector, Bengal and 
Assam, and by a Magistrate; au<l their reports have been considered by 
Government. The actual physical circumstances in which the accident 
occurred were not ascertainable and there is no evidence showing who, 
if anybody, was to blame for it. 

Babu BORODA PB08AD DEY: Will the Government be pleased 
to lay on the table of the Council Librui$, the reports mentioned in the 
answer to my question? 

The Hon*ble Mr. «l. DONALD: I mint notice of thin question. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: I« not the Government taking any steps for 
the* prevent ion of such accidents in future? 


The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: It is difficult to know what the 
cau.se of these accidents is, so I do not see how we can take action 
against something we do not know. 


Excise and opium shops in the Noakhali district. 

MV. Maulvi 8AYEDUL HOQUE: Will the Hoifble Member 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleused 
to lay on the table a statement showing 

(i) the number of excise shops where alcoholic liquor ami intoxi- 
cating drugs are sold, in the district of Noakhali, and the 
places where they are situated; 

(/*) the quantity of alcoholic liquor and of intoxicating drugs that 
have been sold at the various, shops in the said district 
"during the last five years ending on the 31st of December, 
1923, and their value; 

(Hi) the amount that has been received as excise revenue from all 
sources in the said district in the year 1923 ; and 
(tr) the amouut that has been spent on the superintendence and 
maintenance of executive establishment for Excise in the 
said district in that year? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (tha Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald): (*) to (iv) A statement 
furnishing the information as far as available is laid on the table. 

2 




Not available. 












8 QFESTI0NS7 [SrjIDmc 

Proscription of oertain books. 

•V. Bobu HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR: (a) Will the Qon’bl 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to stat 
whether the following books were proscribed by Government : — 

(1) ** Bisher Banshi,” by Kazi Nazrul Islam; 

; (2) ** Blian gar Gan,” by Kazi Nazrul Islam; and 
(3) “ Rakta Rekha ” by Sabitriprosanna Chatarji? 

(b) Is it a fact that every one of the poems contained in the book 
whh published in various periodicals? 

(r) Is it also a fact that the book “ Itakta Rekha ” was never trans 
lated into English? 

(d) If the answer to (b) i f in the affirmative, will the Hon’bh 
Member be pleased to state why the poems when published separate); 
wore not dealt with? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'bh 
Sir Hugh Stephenson): (a) Yes. 

(b) Government have not definite information as to whether ever; 
one of the poems contained in the three books was published separately 
but it is. a fact that many of them were so published. 

(c) Government have no infonnation to show that “ Kaktu Itckha ’ 
has been published in the form of an English translation. 

(d) Government do not claim that their system of examining tin 
press is so complete that no seditious literature escapes noti<e. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Will the Government lie pleased t< 
Hay which poem or poems of these books are seditious v 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH 8TEPHENS0N: I want notice of thi 
question. 

Mr. A. €• BANERJEE: May I ask whose dut\ it is to say that thesi 
books contain seditious matters? 

The Hon’ble 8ir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: Gov eminent's. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: May 1 say that that is a rather vagui 
answer. I should like to know’ which particular officer of Government 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This question does not at ull arise from the mail 
question; you will see that for yourself. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: Are we not entitled to know who proscribe 
these books? Which member of Government is responsible for it? 
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Mr* PRESIDENT: I think yon have already had an answer to your 
question. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: Are we not entitled to know which ofBoer of 
Government ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We are not now dealing with that question; it 
does not arise at all. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: I wanted to know limn you whether we are 
not entitled to know which otlirer ot Government is responsible for the 
proscription of these hooks. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Haidar, i have alieudv given nt\ ruling 
That question does not arise front the main question at all. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: Very well. * 


Preparation *of list of voters for the ensuing eleotion of Bengal 
representatives of the Council of 8tate. 

•VI. Babu HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR: {a) Will the llon’ble 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department he pleased to 
state who are responsible for preparing the lists of voters for the ensuing 
election of Bengal representatives of the Council of State P 

(b) Is it a fact that the names of several members of the Bengal 
Legislative Council have not been included in the list? 

«<•) Will the Hon 'hie Member he pleased to state the reasons for 
these omissions P 

(</) What steps are being taken to prevent such omissions taking 
place in future? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) 1 he Commissioners of the 
Presidency and Dacca Divisions. 

(b) Government have no information to that effect. 

(c) If such omissions have occurred Government can assign no 
reason for them, except the failure of persons eligible as voters to take 
the proper steps to have their names entered ou the lists in accordance 
with the official communique* issued for their guidance. 

( d ) The question does not arise. 

Maulvi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: Is it not a part of the 
duty of Government to see that the names of the well-known members 
of the Council ought to he entered in the list of the voters of the 
Council of State? 
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TN Hon’bla Sir ABD-UR RAHIM: The voters themselves have t< 

take certain steps in order to have their names entered on the list. 

Maulvi MO. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: If the list is being pr< 

pared by Government, is it not the duty 

Mr. PRESIDENT. You will perhaps realize that this is not ; 
proper form of question. You cannot make a statement. 

Maulvi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: Will the Government b 

pleased to see 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a request for action not a question, 
cannot allow it. 

Academic attainments bf many officers in the Subordinate 
Educational Service. 

•VII. Babu SUDARSAN CHAKRAVORTY: (a) Will the Hon’bl 
Member in charge of the Department of Education be pleased ti 
state whether it is a fact that the academic attainments of many officer 
of the Lecturers’ service and in the Subordinate Educational Service, ar 
as high as, or even higher than, those of many officers in the highe 
branches of the Educational Service? 

(b) Is it a fact that many of these officers have long been engage< 
in teaching up to B.A. and B.Se. standards, both Pass and Honours 
(e) Is it a fact that some of these officers have also long been serving 
as University Examiners in B.A. and B.Sc. subjects? 

The Hon’Me 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Y es, in a few cases. 

( b ) and (o) Yes. 


Central Text Book Committee. 

•VIII. Babu UME8 CHANDRA CHATTERJEE: (a) Will tin 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Education be please* 
to state the number of members of the Central Text Book Committee! 

(b) Will the Ilon’ble Member be pleased to state who nominate* 
the members of the Central Text Book Committee and? for how man;; 
years the mem tiers hold office? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) The Calcutta Text Bool 
Committee (previously called the Central Text Book Committee) com 
sists of 23 members, including the Director of Public Instruction, at 
President. 
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(&) The members of the Committee are appointed by the Director 
of Public Instruction, in consultation with the Secretary, Text Book 
Committee, and hold office for such periods as the Director of Public 
Instruction may determine. 


Dttami Sutfftangsti Kumar Adhtotry. 

•IX. Mr. *. N. HALDAR: {a) Will the Ilon’ble Member in 
charge of the Political Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that Sudhangsu Kumar Adhicnrv, detained' at Kulpi, baa recently 
been bitten by a snake? 

(/>) Where is he now? 

(r) What is the present state of his health P 

(r/) Are there any qualified medical practitioners at Kulpi P 

Thu Hon’blt Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) Government have no 
information regarding the alleged snake bite. 

(/#) Government are not prepared to publish this information. 

(r) He suffered from dysentery during October, 1925, but ia reported 
to have made a good recovery under medical treatment. 

(V/) Government have l>een informed that there is a medical practi- 
tioner at or near Kulpi, but have no information aw to his qualifications. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: With regard to the answer to my question (b), 
I want to know the reason why Government is not willing to publish 
this information? 

Thu Hon’blu Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Because they do not 
think that it would be in the public interest to do so. 

Mr. A. C. BANERtlEE: I should like to know what effort was made 
by Government to find out whether this gentleman was bitten by a 
snake ? 

Thu Hon ’bit Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: It is not for Government 
to find out if anybody was bitten by a snake. They have no informa- 
tion. If he bad been bitten, presumably be would have informed the 
officer in charge or a visitor. 

Mr. A. C. BANERdEE: In view of the fact that this question was 
put, was any effort made, as it should have been, to find out 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is an argumentative form of question. 
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Mf. I. N. HALDAR: Was any effort made to find out whether he 
was bitten by a snake? 

The HOffl’bfe Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I have nothing more to 
add to my answer. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: Will the Government give the name of the 
medical practitioner referred to in answer (d), if they have the informa- 
tion ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: No information. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: Will the Government be pleased to tell us how 
far this medical practitioner lives from Kulpi? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: I want notice of this. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: 1 want this question answered this Session. 

Mr. B. N. SA8MAL: Is it not the practice of Government to make 
enquiries about medical practitioners befoie sending detenus to any 
particular place? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Am 1 to reply to this 
question, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is very difficult to say, but I think you should 
make an attempt. 

Mr. B. N. 8A8MAL: I think I can demand a reply. 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The presence or absence of 
medical practitioners is one of the things taken into consideration 
when we select places. 

Mr. 0. N. Roy. Is Sudhungsu Kumar Ntill alive? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: I believe he is, unless he 

dies while the Council is sitting. 


Detenu Santoeh Kumar Mitre. 

•X. Mr. S. N. HALDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Political Detriment be pleased to state whether Santosb 
Kumar Mitra is still under detention? 

(b) If so, where is he detained now? 

(c) If not under detention, when was he released f 
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The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) Yes. 

(b) The Government are not prepared to publish this information* 

(c) Does not arise. 

Condition of the khal and the river round the headquarters town 
of Noakhali. 

•XI. Maulvi SAYEDUL HOQUE: Will the Hobble Member 
in charge of the Department ot Public Works be pleased to state whether 
the Government are intending to make an inquiry regarding the present 
condition of the khal and tin* river round the headquarters town of 
Noakhali and to publish the result thereof? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC W0RK8 (the 
Hon’blo Mr. J. Donald): An annual survey of the river and the khal i* 
made and no further inquiry appears to he necessary. The result of 
the last survey shows that while the town is safe for the present from 
frontal attack, Ihc erosion from the west is not inconsiderable in magni- 
tude. 


Old 8cheme Madrasahs. 

•XII, Maulvi SAYEDUL HOQUE: Will the Uon’ble Member inr 
charge of t lie Department of Education be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that Government have prescribed rules preventing the local 
bodies, such as district boards, from helping the old scheme Madrasahs? 

The Hon’bie Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : No. 

Expenditure for establishment in the Civil and Criminal Courts in the* 
Noakhali district. 

•XIII. Maulvi SAYEDUL HOQUE: Will the llon’ble Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state what is the 
total amount spent as pay of officers, pay of establishment and allow- 
ances, in the Civil and Criminal Courts in the district of Noakhali in 
the year 1923? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 
Sir AfeMifRahivii): The labour involved in the preparation of the 
answer would be incommensurate with its utility. 

Maulvi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: Will the Government bo 
pleased to state whether any account about this expenditure is being 
kept or not? 
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TIM Hon’ble fir ABD-UR-RAHIM: There must be, I suppose, some 
accounts relating to the different heads. 

Maulvi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: Cannot the Hon’ble 
Member furnish the information under those heads? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I want notice of this question. 


Muhammad Mohsin Endowment for educational purposes. 

'XIV. Maulvi 8AYEDUL HOQUE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 

(?) what were the written wishes of Haji Muhammad Mohsin, of 
Hooghly, at the time of his making the endowment or dona- 
tion for educational purposes; 

(??•) how has that sum been utilized 1 ; and 

(???) how is it utilized now? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (i) A copy of the English ver- 
sion of the Tauliatnamnh of Haji Muhammad Mohsin is laid on the 
table. 

(?'?) and (???) In accordance with the Tauliatnamah and a decree of 
the Sadai Dewany Adalat in suit No. 45 of 1832, affirmed subsequently 
by the Privy Council, the surplus income of the Trust Estate has 
been and is utilized in the following manner:-— A three-ninths share 
is paid to the committee of management for the religious observances 
•andf upkeep of the Imambara. A one-ninth share is utilized for the 
payment of the Imambara establishment, the maintenance of a hospital 
and Unani dispensary, etc. A one-ninth share, together with the 
interest on investments and lapsed pensions, is applied to educational 
purposes. 

Translation of Tauliatnamah of Haji Muhammad Mohsin, of Hooghly , 
referred to in the reply to clause (?) of starred question No. XIV. 

I, Haji Muhammad Mohsin, son of Haji Foyzullah, son of Aga 
Foyzullah, inhabitant of Hooghly, being in state of full possession 
of all the faculties and powers to control and dispose of my property, 
as law directs, of my own free will and consent, do truly and legally 
declare and acknowledge that I have bequeathed for pious uses, and 
liave given as an endowment in perpetuity the whole of my zamindari 
or landed estates of pargana Syedpur, etc., situated in zilla Jessore, 
also pargana Soobnaul, situated in the aforesaid lilla, and one house 
or building situated at Hooghly, known by the name of Imambara, 
and also the Imam Basar with the hat or market thereof, likewise 
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situated Hooghly, also all the articles and furniture, etc., appertain- 
ing to the said Imambnra and contained in a separate list, the whole 
of which descended to me by inheritance and m has been in my pro- 
prietary possession, and whereas I have no children or descendants or 
relatives to succeed as my legal or lineal heirs for the purpose of 
preserving entire the customary usages and charges of the pious works 
and ceremonies belonging to the celebration of the religious rites and 
festivals of the faithful, which have always been observed by my family 
in all their generations and which I purpose to continue, therefore I have 
bequeathed and* endowed as aforesaid all the rights and appurtenance> 
whatsoever of the aforesaid property purely and sincerely for the sake of 
God to be appropriated and disposed of in manner following, and for 
these purposes I have appointed Unjab Ali Khan, son of Shaikh 
Muhammad Sadack and Shakur Ali Khan, of whose understanding and 
sagacity and faith and observance of religion I have had experience, 
to be Mutwallis (Prefects or Superintendents), and have made over to 
these two persons all the bequests and endowments above mentioned, 
that they in every respect whatsoever, mutually assisting and co-operat- 
ing with each other and acting with mutual consent and advice, mu\ 
pei severe in the complete and due performance of this business 
entiusted to them in the following manner, namely, that they, the 
Mutwallis, after discharging duly the public revenues of Government 
(or the landed estates in question), divide the surplus proceeds of the 
mahals aforesaid into nine shares, and first appropriate three shares 
thereof to the expenses of the religious observances for the great Prophet 
and for the rest of his descendants, also for the expenses of the ten 
days’ festival of t lie Mohurrum and for all the other appointed festivals, 
and for the repairs of ihe Imambara and burying- ground, and that they 
then appropriate two shares of the said nine shares to themselves in 
equal shares for their own use and enjoyment, and four shares for 
maintaining the amla or establishments and the persons whose names 
are separately written in a list signed and sealed by me, and in dispos- 
ing of the pensions and allowances, whether daily pensioners and the 
better classes of persons and the class of peadahs and others, who now 
stand nominated to receive allowance, the Mutwallis after me will 
exercise their discretion and authority either to continue or discontinue 
them, as they may think projier, and I have made over generally to 
these two persons the Tauliat nr charge of su/>erintendency. In the 
event of either Mutwalli finding himself incompetent to discharge the 
functions, be is authorized to appoint any person whom he may 
consider qualified for the duty in his stead. To this end I have drawn 
up this deed or writing to be executed when necessity requires. Dated 
the 9th Bysakh 1221, Hizree, corresponding with 1213 B.S., correspond- 
ing with 20th April 180G. 


Signed, sealed and witnessed. 
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Maulvi lid. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Mem* 
ber be pleased to state what happens to the remaining four-ninths. 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM : The Hon’ble Member will find 
the answer to his question on page 11 of this book that four-ninths of 
the share goes to maintain the umlas or establishment, etc. 


Revenue derived as sale-proceeds of unclaimed properties, etc., in the 
district of Noakhali. 

•XV. Maulvi 8AYEDUL HOQUE: Will the Ilun’ble Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state what is the total 
revenue derived during tin* year 1923 as sale-proceeds of unclaimed 
escheated properties, court-fees, tines and forfeiture in the district of 
Noakhali ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: The labour involved in the 
preparation of the answer would be incommensurate with its utility. 


Amalgamation of thana Companyganj with police-station Sonagazi, in 
the Noakhali district. 

•XVI. Maulvi 8AYEDUL HOQUE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Police Department 1 h> pleased to state whether it is in 
the contemplation of the Government to amalgamate thana Company- 
ganj, in the Sudar sulwH vision of the Noakhali district, with police- 
station Sonagazi, in the Feni subdivision of the same district? 

(6) 1 8 it a fact that petitions have been submitted to the Hon’ble 
Member in charge and the Inspector-General of Police protesting against 
the proposed amalgamation, on the ground of various public inconven- 
iences? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether it is in 
the contemplation of the Government to give up the aforesaid pro- 
posal or to accept any of the alternative proposals made in those 
petitions P 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 8ir 
Hugh 8tephenson): (a) In accordance with the recommendation of the 
Retrenchment Committee, the Inspector-General of Police has under 
consideration proposals for the amalgamation of thanas in the Noakhali 
district, and this js one of the proposals. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) No proposals are before Government yet and the question does 
not therefore arise. 
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AmftgaiMtMi of Hum Cofcpwiyganj with pol»»-sUtion Soaogazi, in 
tho Nookhali dtrtriofc 

•XVII. (a) Maulvi ABDUR RASCHIO: Will tho Hou’ble Mem- 
ber in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether 
it is m the contemplation of the Government to amalgamate thann 
Companyganj, in the Sadar subdivision of the Noakhali district, with 
police-station Sonagazi, in the Feni subdivision of the same district? 

(b) Is it a fact that petitions signed by several people have been 
submitted to the Hon’ble Member in charge and the Inspector-General 
of Police protesting against the same proposed amalgamation, on the 
ground of various public inconveniences? 

(c) Are the Government contemplating giving up the aforesaid 
proposal and accepting any of the alternative proposals made in those 
petitions P 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) to (c): The member 
is referee! to the answer given to a similar starred question asked by 
Maulvi Sayedul IToque at this meeting. 


Rules for recruitment to the Provincial Judicial Service. 

•XVIII. Raj SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bah«- 

dur: \a) Will the Hon’hle Member in charge ofthc Judicial Depaitment 
he pleased to state 

,(/) whether the rules for recruitment to the Provincial Judicial 
Service have been framed or sanctioned by the Govern- 
ment of India; and 

(//) whether they have been enforced, or are ready to be enforced? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (i7) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Member lie pleased to state by what time they will he enforced? 

(c) When will new recruitment* be made under the new rules? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Mcml>er be pleased to state whether under the 
new rules direct recruitment or enrolment will be made? 

(e) ill the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether this period 
of cessation of recruitment or enrolment will be deducted in the consi- 
deration of age? 

Tho Hon'ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) ( i ) The whole question of 
recruitment to the Provincial Judicial Service is still under the con- 
sideration of Government, and it will take some time before rule* are 
finally framed. 

(if) The question does not arise. 
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(b) No definite time can be given, but every endeavour trill be 
made to expedite the matter. 

(c) to ( e ) It is not possible to make a definite statement nntil the 
rules are adopted. 

Maillvi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: Will the Government 
be pleased to state who recruits these officers or under whose recommenda- 
tion these officers are recruited at the present moment P 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: Under the Civil Courts Act 
with which the hon’ble member is familiar the High Court nominate 
the munsiffs and the Government are bound to accept their recommenda- 
tion. 

Maillvi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: Are the Government 
considering the question of the amendment of the Civil Courts Act? 

The HOft’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: That question does not arise. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is a bigger question and it also does not seem 
to be within the special cognizance of the Hon’ble Member in charge, 
namely, the amendment of the Civil Procedure ActP 

Maillvi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: I mean not the Civil 
Procedure Act but the Civil Courts Act under which munsiffs are 
recruited. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: That also is an Act passed by 
the Government of India and a reference has to be made to them. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
for how many years lias this question been under the consideration of 
Government? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: The new rules have been under 
consideration for over a year, perhaps more, I am not quite certain. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: Question! 


Potting of a Munsif at Pirojpur subdivision in tho Bakarganj district. 

•XIX. Rai SATYENDRA NATN ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur: 

(a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department 
lie pleased to state whether any memorial from the pleaders and litigant 
public of the Pirojpur subdivision, in the district of Bakarganj, has 
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• oan received praying for the posting of a Munaif there vested with 
>ower« to try suits valued up to Rs. 2,000 arising within the subdivision t 

(b) If so, have the Government considered the facta and reasons 
tated in the memorial P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what is the decision 
' Government in the matter ? 


Ttli Hon'blt fir ABD-UR-RAHIMs (a) The answer is in th* 
_*gative. 


( b ) and (r) Does not arise. 


Adequate staff in haavy Sub-Registry Offlees in the BakarganJ district. 

•XX. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadurs 

;(a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Educa- 
tion (Registration) be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the heavy 
Sub-Registry offices in the district of Bakarganj are not adequately 
manned with clerks? 

! ( b ) Is it a fact that documents in those offices are not completed 

(copied and index prepared) in time? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the public get their docu- 
ments after much delaj* and have to pay delay fines for no fault of 
theirs ? 

, (d) Are the Government considering the desirability of employing 

more clerks in those offices? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) A list showing the number 
of registrations in 1924 in heavy offices in the district of Bakarganj is 
laid on the table. In each of these offices there are one clerk and two 
permanent muharrirs, except at Bhola, where there are one clerk and 
three muharrirs. 

The establishment is reported by the Registrar to be adequate. 

( b ) and (c) There is no fixed time in which registration of docu- 
ments must be completed. Inspections show that in most places the 
public are very slow in appearing to take documents and usually appear 
long after their completion. There is no serious delay on the part of 
any office. 

(<f) Statistics show this is quite unnecessary. 
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List referred to in the reply to starred question No. XX. 


Offices. 

1. Gaurnadi 

2. Amtoli 

3. Patuakhali 

4. Bhola 

5. Baufal 

6. Pater hat 

7. Berhanuddin 

8. Barisal Joint 

9. Pirojpur 

10. Bakarganj < 

11. Matburia 


Number of registra- 
tions in 1924. 

... 7,495 
... 7,323 
... 6,516 
... 5,953 
... 5,917 
... 5,869 
... 5,555 
... 5,547 
... 5,438 
... 5,305 
. . 5,060 


/tiling Munsifs of Patuakhali and Pirojpur with Small Causo Court 

powers. 

•XXI. Rai 8ATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur: 

a) Will the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Munsifs of Patuakhali, 
n the district of Bakarganj, have recommended to the District Judge 
o give the senior amongst them there the powers to try suits valued up 
o Rs. 2,000 arising within the Patuakhali Munsifip 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of vesting the 
tenior .Munsifs of the Pirojpur and Patuakhali subdivisions of the 
Bakarganj district with powers to try suits valued up to Rs. 2,000 at 
in early date? 

The Hon’bll Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Government have no 
knowledge. 

(b) No. 


Constituent ee for election to the Bengal Legislative Counoil. 

•XXII. Babu HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Api>ointment Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that some general constituencies for return- 
ing members of the Bengal Legislative Council have less than 2,000 
voters on the electoral roll and others more than 20,000 voters? 
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(W$B the answer to (a) is in tbs affirmative, are the Government 
oonsidirtskg the desirability at revising the constituencies in order that 
a uniformity, as far as possible, with reference to the numW of 
voters may he established P 

' ( c ) It it a fact that the Nadia (Non-Muhammadan) Constituency 
had more than 21,000 voters on the list at the time of the last election, 
while similiar constituencies in the neighbouring districts of- Jessore 
and the 24-Parganas had not half the number of voters on the list? 

(d) Are the Government aware that the district of Nadia contains 
nine municipalities with a preponderating non-Muhammadan popula- 
tion? 


(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to revise the constituencies in such a manner ns may create a separate 
seat for the Nadia Municipal (Non-Muhammadan) Constituency? 


The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Yes. 

</>) No. The Joint Select Committee recommended that no changes 
of substance in the franchise be made until 1929. 

ir) The member is generally correct in his statements. 

(d) Yes. 

(c) No. Government are not convinced of the necessity for the 
creation of such a seat, and in any case such a step would be prema- 
ture until the whole question has been revised. 


List of all landed or house properties in the provinoe inherited by the 
Government from previous rulers, eto. 

•XXIII. Bobu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: (a) Will the llon'ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Land iL-venue lie pleased 
to state whether there is any list in the possession of Government of all 
landed or house properties in the province, including the town of 
Calcutta (hut excluding cantonments and military areas) inherited by 
the Government from the previous rulers or from private owners or 
acquired for public purposes, up to date, showing therein the nature, 
description, area and present value of such properties? 

(6) Is such a list, if in existence, available for the use of the mem- 
bers of the Council P 

(c) If the answer to ( b ) is in the negative, are the Government con- 
sidering the desirability of taking immediate steps to make it so avail- 
able in the near future? 

(d) If no such list be in existence, are the Government prepared 
to make oat each a list within the shortest possible time? 
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Government property of various kinds is kept, generally in the form 
of registers, by *the Various authorities or departments responsible for 
the custody or Control 6if such property. 

(d) No; in the Opinion of Government, the present svfctem in- 
adequate. 


Expenditure on Polio*. 

♦XXIV. Mr. K C. ftAttERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of tbe Police Department "be pleased to state by what Sum 
and how has the expenditure on the Bengal and Calcutta Police been 
increased during the last 12 months? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: To answer this question 
would involve a great amount of work, as it would be necessary to 
examine and split up the figures of two financial years. Tbe civil 
estimates to be issued in about two months’ time will give the revised 
figures that the member requires and I hope he will be able to wait 
for these. 

Death* of ohaukidars while guarding railway lines. 

♦XXV. Bebu HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Police Department aware of the fact that 
it has been reported that several chaukidars, while guarding the 
railway lines between the border of tbe Dinajpur and Rangpur dis- 
tricts, at night, on the occasion of the passing of the special trains 
conveying His Majesty the King of the Belgians and his suite, have 
been killed P 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state how many 
chaukidars were killed? 

(c) Is it a fact that some chaukidars have lost their lives in the 
district of Nadia too? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of putting a 
stop to this duty? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Member aware of the fact that it entails 
considerable hardship to the chaukidars, who are required to stand 
unprotected by the rail lines for two and three days continually, at 
the risk of their lives? 

(f) Will the Hon’ble >1 ember be pleased to state whether the 
Government are making provision for the families of tbe poor 
deceased ? 
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Tltt HofMo Mr HilON STEPHENSON l <*) tad <*) Mvoppant 
have Mormation of the 4eaths of two chaukidars, one of whom wee 
petrolliag the railway lino on the border of the Dinajpur district on 
the occasion montiaopd. 

( c ) Government have no information to this effect. 

(d) Government are not prepared to stop this duty at present. 

\e) Steps are being taken to remove the hardships that have been 
brought to the notice of Government. There is no risk to the live** 
of the chaukidars if they follow the instructions given to them. They 
are closely supervised while on duty by the officers of the regular 
police force. 

(/) The question of compensation is being considered. 


Death of OhaakMart guarding railway lines. 

•XXVI. Baku dOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTIl (a) 

Will the Hon 'hie Member in charge of the Police Department be 
pleased to state whether it is n fact that some chaukidars who were 
deputed to stand along the railway line on the Eastern Bengal Rail- 
way, Northern Section, on the occasion of His Majesty the King of 
the Belgians 1 visit to Darjeeling, were killed by the running train? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member Ik* pleased to state how many chaukidars were killed in this 
way? 

Tht Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) One chaijridar was 
killed while patrolling the railway line on the borders of the Dinnjpur 
district on the occasion of Qis Majesty the King of the Belgians’ visit 
to Darjeeling. 

(b) Government have information only of two such eases. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: May I know how was tbi* chaukidar killed, 
whether by & passing train or the King’s special? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: 1 think 1 am right in 
saying that he was killed by a passing train. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: Will the Hon’ble Membei tell us by which 
passing train ? Was it the train which carried the King of the Belgians? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I want notice of this 
question. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: When did the fact of the ch&ukidar’s death 
come to the knowledge of Government, 

3a 
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Tb# Hon’Me Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I cannot giro the date 
when it was actually reported to Government. It was reported to 
Government through the Inspector-General of Police. I should like 
to add that I am informed that the man was killed by a goods train 
after the King of Belgians’ train had passed. 

Mr. N. C. SEN: Is there any foundation for the fact that no 
compensation has been paid to the family of the ehaukidar? 

The Hobble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: No compensation has 
been paid but as I have said it is under the consideration of Government. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: Why was this ehaukidar taken away from 
his duty and placed on patrol work on a railway siding? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Under the orders of the 
Inspector-General of Police. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: I should like to know the reason why. 
I want to know not under whose orders he was taken away but why. 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHEN80N : To be put on patrol work 
on the railway line. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: For whose benefit? Is it not a fact that 
the lines require to l>e patrolled right through the year but why were 
special steps taken for the purpose of patrolling the line on this occa- 
sion and the ehaukidar taken away from his duty for days together? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: If the hon’ble member will 
wait for the next question he will probably get his answer. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Were any specific instructions 
issued to this particular ehaukidar for which he had to pay his life? 

The Hon’blo Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: General instructions to 
ehaukidars employed on this sort of duty are issued, and I presume they 
were communicated to this ehaukidar. 

Mtulvi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: Will the Government 
consider the question of paying some compensation to the family of the 
deceased ehaukidar? 

The Hon’Mt Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: If you will look to the 
answer given to question No. XXV (/) by Babu Hemanta Kumar 
Barker you will find your reply. 
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Mr. K. I. ROY: Will the Government be pleased to say whether 
a piloi engine with a searchlight on it travelled at (he rate of 10 
miles pii hour just tafore the train which conveyed the King of the 
Belgians ? 


Mr* PRESIDENT* That does not properly arise from the main 
question but if the Hon'ble Member is inclined to give an answer he 
may. 


The Hobble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: A pilot engine is very 
often run in front of a royal train but whether it was run on this occa- 
sion I cannot say off-hand : 


Posting of Chaukidars to guard railway linos. 

« 

•XXVII. Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: (a) 

Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Police Department be 
pleased to state whether it is the practice to post chaukidars along the 
railway line on the occasion of His Excellency's journey by rail, at 
night? 

( b ) If the answer to ui) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state alien was this practice introduced? 

(c) WilL the lion ’hie Member be pleased to state what is the 
necessity of following a practice like this? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) The reply is in the 
affirmative. 

(b) The practice was introduced first in 1908. 

(r) The police are responsible for His Excellency's snfetv, and as 
the regular police force is entirely insufficient to patrol the line, 
chaukidars have to be employed on this duty. 

Patting of Chaukidars to guard railway I tout. 

•XXVIII. Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI I (a) 

Is the Hon 'hie Member in charge of the Police Department aware 
of the practice of posting chaukidars near railway lines at night? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member uUo aware that the practice is not 
relaxed even in the rainy and winter seasons? 

(cl Are the Government considering the desirability of stopping tha 
practice? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) and (b) Yes. Hail- 
way lines are only patrolled on the occasion of a journey made by fHa 
Excellency the Viceroy or the Governor or by Royal personages. 
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(c) The member i» referred to the answer given to clause (d) of a 
similar question put by Babu Hemanta Kumar Sarkar at this meeting. 


Subordinate Exeoutive Service. 

•XXIX. Babu SORODA PROSAD DEY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to 
state whether it in a fact that a feeling of discontent exists among the 
members of the Subordinate Executive Service over their position, pay 
and prospects? 

(It) If so, are the Government contemplating doing anything in the 
near future to remove this feeling of discontent? 

TbC Hon’ble Sir HUGH StEPHEHSON: (a) When the recommen- 
dations of (he Donald Committee became known, and Government’s 
decision upon the question of pay and prospects had been made public, 
representations from membera of the Subordinate Civil Service and 
from the Subordinate Civil Service Association expressing disappoint- 
ment were addressed to Government. On the 24th August, 1925, a 
deputation representing the Subordinate Civil Service Association was 
received and put forward their views. 

(b) There are one or two subsidiary matters still under discussion, 
but Government do not contemplate any reorganization of the service 
or its duties. 

Babu BORODA PR08AD DEY: l)o the Government contemplate 
taking the cases of senior officers who actually do the same w'ork as 
the Deputy Magistrates and Deputy Collectors into their consideration? 
It is said 

Mr. PRESIDENT: V ou cannot make a statement. 

Babu BORODA PROSAD DEY ■ No, I simply ask tor certain 
information. Do the Government contemplate taking the case of 
senior officers in the service who actually do the work of Deputy Magis- 
trates and Deputy (Viler tors? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not quite clear for what purpose. 

Babu BORODA PROSAD DEY: In regard to their pay and pro- 
spects and their promotion. Is that clear? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, now I think it is clear. 

Tlta Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: If I understand the 
member aright his question is whether Government contemplate making 
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exceptions in individual c wm to the general statement that 110 revision 
of pay and prospects is intended, the answer is that Government do 
not contemplate this. 


AotitiMttn at the leveLoroatings b atm an Saramport «ni Baidyabati. 

•XXX. Babu BORODA PROS AD DSY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Public Works lie pleased to 
state whether he is considering the desirability of calling for the records 
of the cases of accidents leading to death at the level-crossings of 
the East Indian Railway between Sernmpore and Baidyabati during the 
bust five years, together with reports made by Government officials in 
this connection? 

(b) Are the Government considering ^he desirability of taking steps 
to impress upon the Railway authorities the necessity for measures to 
minimise the chances of such accidents? 

Tbi Hon’bie Iff. DONALD* (a) The attention of the member is 
diawn to the Accident Rules framed! by the Railway Board and published 
in Railway Board notification No. 120 T-18 of 21st March, 1923. 

(h) The attention of the Railway administration will be drawn to 
this matter. 


Abt*i*e of ordinary return ticket* on tho Bast Indian Railway. 

•XXXI. Babu BORODA PROBAD DEYl Is the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Public Works aware that great 
discontent is felt among the local passengers from Burdwan to Howrah 
owing to the absence of ordinary return tickets in the East Indian 
Railway, such as there are in the Eastern Bengal Railway P 

TKn Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD. A representation has been received 1 
on this subject. The matter is one for the Railway Board. 


Allegation of frauds practised in sub*egistry offloes in BakarganJ. 

•XXXII. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur: 

(a) Is the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Educa- 
tion aware that cases have come to light of frauds practised in some of 
the Sub- Registry offices of the Bakarganj district, by certain deed- 
writers, who have defrauded landlords of their legitimate fees by men- 
tioning, in the documents and in the notices, names of some of their 
own relations as the agents of the landlords who are authorised to 
receive fee*? 
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(5) II so, what steps are the Government taking to put a stop to 
such frauds ? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Member aware of the fact that in many cases 
of documents executed by illiterate men and women of the lower and 
unadvanced classes, it has been detected that fraud has been committed 
by the recipients of documents, in collusion with deed-writers, either 
by misrepresentation or through influence? 

(d) If so, what steps are the Government taking in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) No such case has been 

brought to the notice of the District Registrar. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(e) No such case has been reported to Government. 

(d) Does not arise. 


Officers in the existing Bengal Educational Service. 

’XXXIII. Babu 8UDAR8AN CHAKRAVORTY: (a) Will the 

Hon'ble Member in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that there are officers in the exist- 
ing Bengal Educational Service who, in addition to their Calcutta 
degrees, hold i>ostgraduate Research Degrees of efistinguished English 
Universities, and have made original contributions to the advancement 
of learning? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Member he pleased to -state the names 
of such officers in the Bengal Educational Service and the Subordinate 
Educational Service, respectively ? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking early 
steps to promote such officers to the Indian Educational Service or to 
place them outside the graded list on special rates of salaries commen- 
surate with their attainments? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (u) There are officers meeting 
the description given who have good published or unpublished work 
to their credit. 

(b) Mr. J. M. Basu, Mr. H. K. Banerjee (both in the Bengal 
Educational Service) ; Dr. N. K. Dutt, Dr. S. K. Das (both in the Subor- 
dinate Educational Service). 

<c) No, 

(d) All promotions to the Indian Educational Service have been 
stopped by the Secretary of State for the time being, and in any case 
Government cannot possibly guarantee to promote or raise the pay 
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of aU*iicera who attain good qualifications, irrespective of other 
considerations. 


Subordinate Eduoafional Senrioe. 

•XXXIV. ftabu SUDARSAN CHAKRAVORTYs (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that there are Indians, both in the 
existing Bengal Educational and* Subordinate Educational Services of 
the Education Department, whose academic attainments are os high 
as those of many of the European officers in the Indian Educational 
Service? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state why the 
channels of promotion to the Indian Educational Service of qualified 
Indians in the lower branches have been#closed by not filling up the 
existing vacancies? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) There are officers in these 
services who possess European qualifications. 

( b ) As stated in reply to another question by the member, pending 
final orders on the Ijee Commission’s Report, all appointment* or pro- 
motions to the Indian Educational Service have beeu stopped by tho 
Secretary of State in Council. This is in accordance with the recom- 
mendations in that report. 

Subordinate Educational torvioe. 

•XXXV. Babu SUDARSAN CHAKRAVORTYs {a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that to facilitate the promotion of 
qualified officers in the Subordinate Educational Service, twenty-one 
Subordinate Educational service post* of the Lecturers’ service were 
converted into Bengal Educational Service ones, only three or four 
years ago ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the vacancies in the Bengal Educational Service 
caused by the retirement, death or change of designation as professors 
of some of the officers thus promoted from the Subordinate Educational 
Service have of late beeu kept in abeyance, instead of being filled up 
by officers from the Subordinate Educational Service? 

( c ) If so, will the Hon’ble Member lie pleased to stale why the 
channels of promotion of lecturers have been closed ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) In connexion with the 
reorganisation of the Educational Services below the Bengal Educa- 
tional Service, 21 senior lecturers and demonstrators were admitted to 
the Bengal Educational Service with their posts, with effect from 
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l»i September, 1921 . The decision was made mainly to secure the 
promotion of certain senior and deserving officers, who we*e then in 
the Subordinate Educational Service. The increase in the number of 
Bengal Educational Service teaching posts in Colleges, of course, 
incidentally provided greater opportunities for the promotion of Subor- 
dinate Educational Service College teachers to the higher service. 

(h) and (c) Yes. A certain number of posts have been kept in 
abeyance. In connection with the question of the retrenchment of 
-expenditure on the teaching staffs of Arts Colleges, it has been decided 
in consultation with the Governing Bodies of Colleges to reduce certain 
Bengal Educational Service posts, as opportunities occur, to the status 
of lecturerships in the Subordinate Educational Service. A list of 
■such posts is laid cm the table. 


Lint referred to in the reply io starred question No. XXXV (b) and ( c ) 
showing the number of the Bengal Educational Service posts to be 
reduced to the Subordinate Educational Service in connection with 
the retrenchment derisions of Government. 


No. 


Name nod rtMjQntCJoa 
of the post. 


CottefB to which 
attached. 


Whether already rc- 
dttoed to the Subor- 
dinate Educational 


H not, when to be 
fredooed to the Sub- 

^dlnate Education;! 
Service. 


1 


Demonstrator in 
Physios. 


Raj shah i Coliege 


No 


To be reduced when 
it will be possible 

to absorb the 

C resent incum- 

ents of . those 
posts in ordinary 
vacancies in the 
$eqgal Educe 
tional Service. 


3 

3 

4 
-0 

7 

A 

10 

II 


Demonstrator m 
Chemistry. 

Professor of His- 
tory. 

Demonstrator in 
Chemistry. 

Lecturer in Sans- 
krit. 

Professor of Eng- 
lish, 

Professor of San- 
skrit. 

Professor of Phy- 
sios. 

Professor of Eng- 
liah. 

Professor of Phil- 
osophy. 

Demonstrator in 
Chemistry. 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Chittagong College 
Hooghly College 
Krishnagar College 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Sanskrit College 
Ditto 


No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 


Dacca Inter* 
mediate College. 


Already reduced to 
the Subordinate 
Educational Ser- 
vice status from 
June 1924. 


Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 
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•XXXVI. Mr. S. N. HALDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to state 
whether Forward newspaper is allowed to be read by — 

(t) the State prisoners under Bengal Regulation III of 1818; and 
(it) other detenus or prisoners detained under the Bengal Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, 1825? 

(ft) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hou'ble 
Member be pleased to state the reasons for not allowing this paper to 
be read by these prisoners and detenus? 

(c) Have the Government uny objection if this newspaper is sup- 
plied to the detenus or prisoners? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reason 
for such objection? 

MEMBER in ehorgo of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (JAILS] 
(the Hon’bfo Sir Hugh Stephenson): <«) (i) and y h) No. 

(ft) and (d) Censorship of correspondence and literature is a neces- 
sary feature of the restraint under which these persons are kept, and 
the prohibition is enforced in accordance with tike judgment of Gov- 
eminent. 

(c) Yea. 

Roi HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Has the attention of 
Government been drawn to the reply that has been given by the Under 
Secretary of State in the House of (•ominous regarding the supply 
of Fortrard to State prisoners? 

Tho Hon’blo Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: 1 have seen it in the 
newspapers. 

Rti HARENDRANATH OHAUDHURI: Will not the Government 
consider the desirability of supplying Forward to the State prisoners 
even after the reply that has been given by the Under Secretary of 
State? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is in an argumentative form and 
I cannot allow it. 

Rti HARENDRANATH OHAUDHURI: Will the Government be 
pleased to supply Forward to the State prisoners ? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS It is a request for action. You know the rules 
very well. 
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Mr. A. C» BANERJEEl May. I ash if there is any objection to 
supplying the Forward to the State prisoners F 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. You have got the answer. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: I want to know if there is any objection. 
Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Banerjee, I shall be very sorry if you 
enter into a debate on the point with the President. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: In view of the answer given by the 
Under Secretary of State what objection can there be? 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question does not arise. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: Is the Forward a proscribed paper or a 
seditious pamphlet? < 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question does not arise. 

Mr. B. N. SASMAL: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
if this restraint practised by Government is prescribed by Regulation 
III or by the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1925? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question does not arise. 


State prisoner Purna Chandra Das. 

'XXXVII. Mr. S. N. HALDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that Purna Chandra Das, a State prisoner, 

is suffering from duodenal ulcer; or 

( ii ) whether he is suffering from any other serious illness? 

(6) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the 
nature of his illness and the prognosis of his case ? 

( c ) What course of treatment is being followed to cure him? 

(d) When was he brought down from Burma? 

’ ' ( e ) What is the present state of his health? 

(/) Has any specialist been called in to treat him or consulted in 
his case ? 

( g ) If not, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the 
reasons therefor? 

(h) Is it a fact that he applied for permission to consult the follow- 
ing doctors: — '• 

Sir Nilratan Sarkar, Dr. K. S. Roy, Dr. B. C. Roy and Dr. J. M. 

Das Gupta? 
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(»> I# i* a fact that such permission was refused P : 

(/) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the 
reason for such refusal? 

(k) Who is the doctor that is treating him now? 

TN Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) (i) and (ii) No. 

(b) He had been suffering some time ago from chronic constipation. 

(c) He is not now under medical treatment. 

<d) Government are not prepared to publish this information. 

{e) It is reported to be satisfactory. 

(/) Yes. 

(g) Does not arise. 

( h ) and (/) Yes. 

(j) The medical officer in charge of him had already consulted 
specialists and did not consider any further consultation necessary. 

(A) He is not at present under medical treatment. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR; With regard to the answer given to (/) will 
the Hon’ble Member kindly give the name of the specialist whom the 
Jail authorities consulted in this mat ter ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: 1 think Colonel Connor 
and Colonel Denham White. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: When was it? 

The Hon’ble 8ir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: l would ask for notice. 
I am afraid I do not know the date. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: Have they submitted any report and if ho, 
to whom? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH 8TEPHEH80N: I understand that they 
submitted a report to the medical officers who called them in. 

[Mr. Haidar rose and began to put a question dfreot to the Member 
in charge.] 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Haidar, you have finished, perhaps. 

Mr. 8 . N. HALDAR: Am I not us a matter of right entitled to pat 
supplementary questions? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You should take my permission, and there are 
certain formalities which ought to be observed in a big assembly like 
this if we are to maintain discipline. 
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Mr. D. N. ROY J la it the practice? 

Mr. PRISIDtNT S Hr. Hoy ought to know that he cannot put 
any guch question to the President. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: .Hay I ask this question, Sir? Does the 
hon’ble member think it desirable to publish the report submitted by 
the two medical officers? 

Tlw Hon’Me Mr HUGH STEP HER SDR: I would ask lor notice 
of this question. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: May 1 request that this may be taken as 
notice ? 


Dtteitu Paramananda Da. 

•XXXVIII. Mr. 8. H. HALDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that Paramananda De is now detained under the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act at Kalaora, in the district of 
Khulna ? 

( h) If ho, how long lias he been there? 

(e) What in the nearest steamer station or railway station from 
Kalaora and whut is the distance of Kalaora from such stations? 

(d) Is the place u healthy one? 

( e ) Art) there any qualified medical practitioners? 

(/) Is it a fuct that he has submitted petitions to the Government 
from time to time informing them of the great inconveniences and the 
unbearable conditions he was undergoing? 

(y) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, have the Government 
done anything to remove the disabilities and inconveniences mentioned 
in the petitions? 

( k ) Is it a fact that Paramananda had broken the internment order 
as a protest after giving notice to the local authorities that he was 
unable to bear the conditions under which he was then living? 

(i) Is it a fact that he was prosecuted for breach of the rules and 
has been punished with two years’ rigorous imprisonment and a fine 
of Its. 100, in default 6 months’ rigorous imprisonment? 

(j) Under wjiat section was he tried, and wheB? 

(k) Where was he tried and what facilities were given him to 
defend himself? 
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(0) Ikw* toot arise, in vfew 6f the answer gierti abttwe. 

(e) Nearest steamer station, Saraskhati, is % miles distant, aind the 
nearest railway station, Na varan, is 19 miles distant freon Kalaora. 

(d) It is reported to be. * 

(e) Yes. 

if) and (ff) Several petitions have been received from him, but it 
appeared After inveetigatidn that be had no serious fWtttofts for 
plaint. 

(A) That is the reason “he gave. 

(1) Yes. 

(j) Section 16 of the Bengal Criminal I*aw Amendment Act, 1926, 

in September last. # 

(k) At Khulna. He was tried in open court under the Code of 
Criminal Procedure. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: Will the Hon'ble Member tell u» where 
detenu Paramananda De is now? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Government is not pre- 
pared to publish that information. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: May I ask, with regard to answer (e) regard- 
ing qualified medical practitioners, the names of the qualified medical 
practitioners? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Haidar, don’t you think that that is it 
very wide question? 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: 1 wanted to know whether there are uny 
qualified medical practitioners and the answer has been given in tilt- 
affirmative and I now want to know their names. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Government must have inquired from the local 
officers whether there are qualified medical practitioners and they 
must have received the reply “ Yes ”. If you want to know the 
names you ought to have mentioned that in your original question. I 
disallow the question. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: May I know with reference to the answers^ 
if) and ig) u after investigation ”, who investigated into the matter 
and when? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The local officers investi- 
gated into the matter and as to the dates I cannot give them. 
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Mr. S. N. HALDAR: May I nek whether the District Magistrate 
or a Deputy Magistrate or a medical officer or a Jail Superintendent 
investigated into the matter? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is left to your inference. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: I am entitled to some answer on this point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. If you want the information you ought to have 
given notice of the question. How is it possible for every member 
of the Government to give names? Just try to place yourself in his 
position. Would it be possible for you to give names? It is absolutely 
impossible and he con only make a general statement such as “ local 
officers If you want names you must give notice and next time 

the Hon’ble Member will, I am sure, l>e glad to supply the informa- 
tion. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: With due respect I may submit that under a 
certain section of the Standing Orders the powers have been given 
to us to ask supplementary questions out of answers given; if your 
ruling is correct, then that section in the Standing Orders ought to 
be done away with. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would invite the attention of the hon’ble 
member to another subsequent section which empowers the President 
to disallow any question which he considers to be frivolous. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: 1 rise to a point of order. May I ask it 
you are entitled to consider the members of the Government so help- 
less as all that? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not a proper point of order to put. I hope 
that such points of order will not be so lightheartedly put. Please 
pass on to the next question. 

Mr. $• N« HALDAR: I have not yet finished, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 hope you will obey the ruling of the Chair 
and resume your seat. 

Mfttllvl MO. NURUL HUQ GHAUDHURI: I understand that under 
the rules the first hour is allotted for answering questions. I think 
•that more than an hour has already been taken. 

Mr. PR ESI DENT I Under the rules the first hour available for 
business of the Council is to be devoted to questions, and that hour it 
not yet over. 
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1926.# 

Mtmu t Mhi n d hi NMi Sanyai. 

* X XX I X. Mr. 8. N. HALDAR* (a) Will the Him’hle Member 
in charge of the Political Department he pleased to state — 

(») whether Sachindra Nath Sanyai is still detained under the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1925; or 

(tt) whether the order of detention under that Act aguiust him has 
been withdrawn ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (it) is in the negative, will the Hon ’Ide 
Member be pleased to state the reasons for not withdrawing the deten- 
tion order? 

(c) What is the condition of Sachindra Nath Sanyal's health at the 

present moment ? # 

(d) Is it a fact that lie lias been suffering from ill-health for some 
rime past ? 

(e) If so, what is the nature of such illness or ailment and what 
is the d unit ion thereof? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH 8TEPHENS0N: (a) <i) and (it) The order 
inder the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act is still in force. 

(b) Because in the opinion of Government the grounds for keeping 
dm under restraint still subsist. 

(r) He is reported to be in very good health. 

(d) and (e) Government have no such information. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: May I ask if Government is aware that 
letenu Sachindra Nath Sanyai has already been convicted and sen- 
enced to two years’ rigorous imprisonment? If so, does the reuson 
ubsist for detaining him under the Bengal Criminal laiw Amend- 
ment Act? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Government is aware 
hat Sachindra Nath Sanyai has been sentenced to two years' rigorous 
n prison merit and that an appeal is now pending in the High Court, 
t makes no difference to my answer. 

traons arrested under the Bengal Regulation III of ISIS, and tha 
Bangal Criminal Law Am end me nt Ordinanos, 1824. 

♦XL. Bate! HEMAHTA KUMAR SARKAR: Will the Hon'ble 
[ember in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on 
le table a statement showing — 

(♦) the total number of persons arrested under the Bengal Regula- 
tion III of 1818. and the Bengal Criminal Law Amend* 
ment Ordinance, 1924; 
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(it) the names of persons released op iiH oof ; 

(in) the names of persons interned at home and other places; and 
(tv) allowances given at present to each of them? 

Tlw Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (t) A statement is laid on 
the table. 

(it) to (tv) Government are not prepared to publish this information. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. XL (i) show- 
ing the number of persons arrested and released under Bengal 


Regulation , 

Ill of 1818, the Bengal Criminal 

IjUxc Amendment 

Ordinance, 

1924 , and the Bengal Criminal Laic 

Amendment Act , 

1925. 

L 


1. 

Arrested under the Regulation 

50 

2. 

Arrested under the Ordinance or the 



Act 

89 

3. 

Total arrested 

139 

4. 

Released or removed to home or 



foreign domicile 

71 

5. 

At present in jail 

68 


D6tenu Mr. 8. C. Bose. 



*XLI. Babti HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of (he Political Department be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing the record of weight of 
Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, a detenu in the Mandalay Jail, Burma, since 
he was arrested? 

(b) Is it a fact that Mr. Bose has been suffering from insomnia? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state what steps have been taken to cure him of 
the disease? 

(d) Is it a fact that Mr. Bose is still suffering from occasional 
14 indigestion and a pain in the back ", referred to in the Hon'ble 
Member's statement in reply to starred question No. XX in the 
Council on the 13th of August last? 

(•) Are the Gofernment considering the desirability of having a 
thorough medical examination held to ascertain whether the pain in 
the backbone is not of a rheumatic or tubercular origin? 
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TUI Hon'Wt Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) A statement k Utd on 

the table. It is reported that the decrease in weight is not due to 
ill-health. 

(6) and (c) He complained of insomnia in May last. Since then, 
no information has been received that he has been suffering from this 
oomplaint. 

(d) Jfo information to this effect has been received. 

(e) Ho. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred (question 
No. XL1 showing the weight of Mr. S. C. Bose , a dttenu, at 
various times since his arrest. 


Month. 

October 1924 
January 1925 
April 1925 
May 1925 
June 1925 
July 1925 
August 1925 
September 1925 
October 1925 
November 1925 


Weight in lb«. 
... 168 
... 180 
... 177 

... 174 
... 178 

... 174 

... 174 
... 172 
... 165 
... 161 


Babu HEMANTA KUMAR SARKARt Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to answer if the decrease in weight of 20 lbs, is due to the 
somforls Mr. Bose is having there? 1 ' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You should not use any ironical expression in 
putting a question. There are elementary rules to be observed m 
putting questions, and I expect every member to observe them. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: May 1 know the reason why his weight is 
joing down? 

Tim Hoit’Mi tir HUGH STEPHENSON: On receiving this ques- 
ion I wired to the Burma Government to know the reason of the 
l ©crease iu weight. They wired back to us saying that the decrease 
ras not due to ill-health, but they could not say what it was due to. 

Mr. A. C. BANCRJCE: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
lay whether Mr. Bose to spite the (Government has gone down in 
might P 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: That is again an ironical question and I can- 
not allow it. 

Mr. B. N. 8A8MAL: Will the Government be pleased to publish 
the report which they have received on the question of the decrease of 
weight ? 

The Hon’hle Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: 1 have received no special 

report about this decrease in weight. We receive a report* every 
month, a copy of which is sent to the Government of India in the case 
of Regulation III State prisoners, which gives their general health 
and their weight month by month, and the figures regarding weight 
given in my answer have been compiled from this. 


Unstirred Questions 

(answers to whioh were laid on the table). 

Periodical transfer of Executive Engineers of the Public Works 
Department. 

1. Babu BORODA PR08AD DEY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to state 
whether there is any rule for periodical transfer of Executive Engineers 
of the Department? 

(b) For how long have the present Executive Engineers in charge 
of the Calcutta Divisions, and the divisions near Calcutta, remained 
in the Name charge? 

(r) Are the Government aware that in the absence of such periodical 
transfers, some cases of undesirable abuses in the working of the 
Department are reported to have occurred? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) No. 

(b) One officer for 3 years and 7 months; another for 7 years and 
6 months (he will retire from the service in December, 1926); the 
third officer for 2 years and 8 months; and the fourth officer for 5 years 
and 5 months. 

(c) Periodical transfers are made as a matter of practice, though 
the procedure is not governed by rules. 

ArrangamonU for anolosurts and shatters at tome polling stations. 

2. Nil Sahib PANCHANAN BARMA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
whether he is aware that the voters at the last Council election were 
put to inconvenience on account of the arrangements for enclosures and 
shelters at some polling stations? 
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(6) Are the Government considering: the desirability of making 
adequate arrangements for the voters in the polling stations in future 
elections f 


Tho Hon’bie Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) and (b) Government are 
not aware of any specific complaint of inrouvenience at a polling station, 
but if the Rai Sahib has any proposal to make for improving the 
arrangements Government shall be glad to consider it. 


Strikes in Bengal. 

3. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURi: Will the Hon’bie Member 
in charge of the Department id' Commerce be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the number and nature of the strikes in 
Bengal during the first half year of 1921? and the number of persons 
involved ? 

MEMBER in ohargo of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Mr. 4. Donald): A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 3 at the 
Council meeting held on the 3rd December, 11)23. 

I. — Number of strikes in Bengal during the 

first lmlf-yeur of 1925 ... 28 

II. — Nature of the strikes- 
Demands — 

(1) Number arising out of questions 

concerning pay ... 13 

(2) Number arising out of questions con- 

cerning discharge, dismissal or other 

disciplinary action ... 7 

(3) Number arising out of miscellaneous 

questions ... 8 

Total ... 28 


III. — Number of persons (workers) involved ... 35,476 

Mistakoo in tht preparation of the oto o t orai roils for tUm 
Bongai Legislative Connell. 

4* Rai Sahib PANCHANAN BARMAs (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of tbe Appointment Department be pleased to stato 
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whether he is aware that in the preparation of the electoral rolls for 
the Legislative Council mistakes of the following nature are made, 
namely : — 

(t) the names of electors are not properly written or spelt; 

(u) errors in printing; 

(in) the addresses are not properly given ; and 

(iv) descriptions are not properly, or wrongly given, e.g., one 
brother is given as the father of another? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Member also aware that in the last electoral 
rolls— 

(i) females who had then no right for franchise were entered in 
the rolls ; 

(«) persons not qualified wwere entered in the rolls; and 

(hi) qualified persons were left out? 

(c) Is the Ilon’ble Member also aware that for the reasons stated in 
(«) and (b) the polling officers were put to difficulty in ascertaining the 
facts and for that reason refused permission to many persons to record 
their votes? 

(d) If the answer to (ci), (6) and (<■) are in the negative, are the 
Government considering the desirability of directing an inquiry to be 
made into the matter by an examination of the last electoral rolls? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to scrutinize the future electoral rolls, when prepared by the village 
panchayats and before publication? 

The Hon’blo Sir ABD-UR-RAH IM : (a) to (c) No specific instances 
of mistakes of the nature described have been brought to the notice 
of Government, but I am aware that the electoral rolls were inaccurate 
in some respects and that such inaccuracies must necessarily have caused 
inconvenience to voters and polling officers alike. 

(d) The question does not arise. 

(e) Every effort will be made to secure greater accuracy in the pre- 
paration of the rolls when they next come under revision. 


Alteration of tho timings of tho trains in all tho branoh linos from 
Parbatipur. 

S. llfcu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Deportment of Public Works (Rail- 
ways) aware that since the opening of the broad-gauge line of the 
Eastern Bengal Railway up to Parbatipur there has been a material 
alteration of the timings of the trains in all the branch lines from 
Parbatipur? 
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(by Is the Hon'ble Member also aware that those alterations hare 
caused inconvenience to the travelling public of North Bengal? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that many representations have 
been made to the authorities of the Eastern Bengal Railway for alter* 
ing the present timings of the trains over the Katikar, Lalmonirhat and 
Siliguri lines, without any result? 

(d) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that in consequence of the 
introduction of the new timings, the dak carried by the up Darjeeling 
Mail reaches Diuujpur at 8 o'clock instead of at 6 in the morning, as 
before, with the result that the delivery of the dak takes place after 
the people leave for their courts and offices, and the Calcutta dak is, 
therefore, practically received by them a day late? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that in the case of some trains, 
more particularly the day trains, passengers travelling short distances, 
as from Dinajpur to Kangpur, or froin’Dinajpur to Jalpaiguri and 
rice versa, have to be detained at Parhatipur for about 5 to 6 hours? 

( f ) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether % the (gov- 
ernment are taking any steps to get the time-table altered to suit the 
convenience of the public? 

The Hon'ble Mr. J. OONALD; u<) V es. This alteration in timings 
was essential, 

(b) Government have received no representation on the subject. 

(<•) The reply is in the negative. 

(d) and <e) Yes. 

(/) The present timings are only transitional, pending the construc- 
tion of the broad-gauge line up to Siliguri. The inconveniences now 
mentioned will 1 h» referred to the Agent for due consideration when 
the time-table is next reused. 


Gopalganj Munsifi. 

6. Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DA8: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the buildings for the Gopalganj Munsifi in the district 
of Faridpur have been completed ; 

(it) on what date the Courts of Munsifs will be opened at Gopal- 
ganj; and 

(tit) whether the Hon’ble High Court have sanctioned the opening 
of the Munsifi from November 1925? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reason for the 
delay in opening the Munsifi at Gopalganj? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that a number of pleaders will 
have to shift to Gopalganj for practising in the Courts of the Mnnsifs 
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there end that at present there is not a sufficient number of houses 
available to accommodate them? 

(d) Has the Hon’ble Member considered the point that unless a 
notification be published in the Gazette and in the locality at least one 
month before the opening of the Munsifi, the pleaders and the litigant 
public will be put to difficulties? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state when such a noti- 
fication is likely to be published ? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that at present there is no site or 
house for the Bar Library to be formed with the opening of the Munsifi 
at Gopalganj and that it will take some time to obtain Government 
sanction for taking out the lease of a plot of land and to erect a house 
thereon for the Bar Library? 

(ff) Are the Government considering the desirability of setting apart 
a portion of the Court building of the Munsifi or any other Government 
house there for the temporary accommodation of the Bar Library until 
a house for the Bar Library is erected? 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (a) (i) Yes. 

(it) On the 2nd January, 1926. 

(iii) and (h) The Hon’ble High Court recommended the opening 
of the Munsifi from November, but it was not found convenient to do so. 

(r) Government have no definite information. 

(<]) Yes. 

(e) This will he done as soon as possible. 

(/) Government have no definite information. 

(//) No such proposal has reached Government. The matter is for 
the consideration of the District Judge in the first instance. 


Alterations in the timings of the trains on the Bandel- 
Barharwa line. 

7. Mltllvi ABDUL CAFUR* (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Department of Public Works (Railways) aware that there have 
been recent alterations in the timiugs of the trains on the Bandel- 
Rnrharwa line of the East Indian Railway? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the alterations have caused 
inconvenience to the travelling public in that locality? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that a representation has been 
made to the Chief Operating Superintendent, East Indian Railway, 
for altering the present timings of the trains? 
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I« tke Hon’ble Member aware that in the <wm of aomo train*, 
more particularly the day train*, panMnpni travelling ahort distance#— 
Baaar Sohu to Daiuliut and Salar to Purbasthali — have to lie detained 
at the Katwa Junction for about 3 or 4 hours? 


(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing the 
attention of the Railway authorities to the matter? 


Tht Hon’M# Mr. 4. DONALD* (a) From the published time-table 
this appears to he the case. 

(6) to ((f) Government have no information. 

(e) The reply is in the negative. There is an Advisory Board to 
the Railway, to whom representations may be made. 


Realization of “ taharis ” in the Daooa Puohimgaon 
Nawib Court of Wards’ Estates. 

8. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: («) Is the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Depart merit of Revenue aware that the Tahsil officers 
of the Dacca Nuwah Court of Wauls* estate and Paschinignon Nawah 
(’ourt of Wards’ estate, in Tippera, realise tahan ami other illegal 
charges from the tenants? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member also aware that the tenants of some 
ancient zamindars get rid of paying interest by giving Uiharix to the 
Tashil officers? 

(r) Is it a fact that the tenants suffer for the realization of both 
interest and taharis? 

((f) Are the Government aware of the fact that the local news- 
paper has also many times drawn the attention of the authorities 
to this matter? 

(e) If the answer to (rf) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Meml>er be pleased to state whether his attention has been drawn to 
thin, and, if so, what steps have l>een taken? 

if) If the answer to (<) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of inquiring into the matter and redressing 
the above grievances? 

The Hon’bie Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadfcir 
ef Nadia: (a) Tahan has in the past been realized in the Dacca 
Nawab’s estate. The management of the estate is now under reorgan- 
ization ; the collection of tahari has been stopped in one circle and 
will be stopped in the rest. The collection of such charges in for- 
bidden in the Paschimgaon estate. 
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(fe) to (J) The questions are vague. It is known to Government 
that illegal charges are realized by some zamindars or their agents. 
A remedy is provided in section 75 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885. 

Strike of mill-hands of the Bally Jute Mill. 

9. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Department of Commerce be pleased to state 
what information he lias got about the cause of the strike in September 
last of mill-hands of the Bally Jute Mill? 

(b) On what terms have the strikers resumed work? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) and (b) In the absence of serious 
public reasons for doing so, Government are not prepared to publish 
their information regarding the causes of a particular strike or the 
terms on which the strikers resume work. 


Mileage and daily allowances drawn by members of the Bengal 
Legislative Council. 

10. Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Legislative Department be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing the amount of travelling allowance and residential 
allowance drawn by each non-official member of the Bengal Legislative 
Council during the year 1924 and in the current > ear up to the month 
of June, 1925? 

MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): The member is referred to the replies 
given to unstarred questions Nos. 12 and 84 at the meetings of the 
Bengal legislative Council, held on the 18th February and 14th 
August, 1925, respectively. 

Exteneion of service of the Inspector-General of Registration. 

11. Babu HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state the reason why the Inspector-General of Registration has been 
granted an extension of service? 

( b ) Are the Government contemplating the appointment of a junior 
member of the Indian Civil Sendee after the term of the present 
Inspector-General of Registration is over? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of introducing 
the Departmental Registrar system in Bengal as it exists in Madras P 
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Tl» Moft»bfta iir ABD-UR-RAHIMl (a) Hi© Inspector-General of 
Registration has not been granted an extension of service. 

(6) The question has not arisen. 

(c) The system was introduced in 1919 in certain districts, but, as 
ii did not prove a success, it was discontinued. 


Pay of ministerial staff in the Registration Department. 

12. Babu HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR: (a) Will the Ilon bie 
Member in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state whether the Government are considering the desirability of revis- 
ing the pay of the ministerial officers of the Registration Department, 
which at present begins with Rs. 25 and Rs. 30, respectively, for the 
posts in the mufassal and the Sndar? * 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the starting pay for all 
other departments is Rs. 40 a month P 

Tho Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (a) For full information about 
pay of ministerial staff in the Registration Department the member is 
referred to the answer given by the ifon'ble Muulvi A. K. Faxl-ul 
Huq to question No. 60 (u) asked by Shah Syed Emdudul llaq at the 
meeting of the 18th February 1924. At present Government do not 
consider it desirable to revise the pay of the ministerial officers of the 
Registration Department. 

(b) The starting pay for all other departments is not Rs. 40 a 
month, but is different for different departments. The scale of pay 
of the ministerial officers of each department was fixed not only in 
consideration of the amount of work to be done by these officers, but 
also of other factors, such as the nature of the work, and the quali- 
fications required of them at the, time of recruitment. 


Motque at Mulgao in Faridpur. 

IS. Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAS: 'a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that the police have locked up a mosque at Mulgao, pol ice-station 
Goaairhat, in Faridpur? 

(6) Is it a fact that the mosque in question is the only mosque 
in the locality? 

(c) What is the reason for locking up the mosque? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
immediate steps fer opening the mosque for the prayers of the Muham* 
madans of the locality ? 
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The Hon’Me Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a), (c) and (d) It is not 

a fact. On the 4th September last the police received information that 
a serious riot would take place over the use of a mosque at Mulgao. 
The officer in charge of the Gosairhat police-station immediately went 
to the spot and found the parties prepared to fight. He submitted a 
report to the Subdivigional Officer, Madaripur, and took steps to see 
that no breach of the peace occurred meanwhile. Subsequently, a peti- 
tion of compromise was submitted to the Subdivisional Officer, through 
the police, by the contending parties, and the Subdivisional Officer 
thereupon discharged the accused in the 107 proceedings, which were 
pending before him. The mosque was not locked up by the police 
nor lias it been closed by the Magistrate, but it is at present net 
being used by either of the parties, pending settlement of their dispute 
by compromise. 

(h) The mosque is not Ghe only one in the locality. There are 
five other mosques within half a mile' of the mesque in question. 


Settlement operations in Murshidabad. 

14. Mtulvi ABDUL GAPUR: (a) Will the Ilon’ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Revenue be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that, settlement operations have already commenced in the 
district of Murshidabad P 

(b) Is the Ilon’ble the Member aware that, am an (winter) paddy 
is the only staple food in the Rarh jsirt of Bengal? 

(c) Is it a fact that the prospect of a man (winter) paddy in the 
district of Murshidabad is not satisfactory this year? 

(d) Have the Government considered the fact that the drawing of 
chains on the paddy plants during the course of field survey at the 
present season will affect the standing poddy? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of keeping 
the work in abeyance till the crops are harvested ? 

Tht Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: (a) Yes. 

(b) A man paddy is the principal crop in Murshidabad district. 

(c) The recent district reports show that the prospects of standing 
crops are favourable. 

((/) The rules of the Settlement Department provide that care must 
be taken tc avoid damage to crops and other property. 

(e) Government do not think it is necessary to stop the survey 
work. 
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Waiti ng roo m * otati jam on tli# Img^Pwtn Railway, 

15. BalHl NACENDRA NARAYAN RAY! (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased 
to state whether the Government are aware that there are no waiting- 
rooms for female passengers attached to the railway stations on the 
Bengal-Dooars Railway line ? 

(b) Aie the Government considering the desirability of moving the 
Railway authorities for the construction of waiting-rooms for female 
passengers in the stations situated on the said railway line? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. 4. DONALD: (u) The Government have no 
information on this subject. 

( b ) The attention of the Railway authorities will be drawn to the 
subject-matter of the question. 


Number end amount of awards under the Workmen’s 
Compensation Act. 

16. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Meml>er in charge of the Dej*artinent of Commerce be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing the number and amount of awards 
made during the first half year of 1925 by the Commissioner administer- 
ing the Workmen’s Com \ tensation Act? 

(b) What was the nature of accidents for which compensations 
were awarded? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) and (b) Two statements are 
laid on the table. 

Stale merit referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question 
No. 16\ showing cases disposed of and statement of awards made 
duriiij f the first si.r months (January to June) of the year 1925, 
by the Commissioner. Workmen s Compensation , Bcnyal. 

Number of applications in Form F and G. — Decided, 7; awards 
made in 3. 

Apportionment in dejiosit cases. — Decreed, 44; awards made in 43. 
Amount paid. — Rupees 41,746-2-9. 

Besides the above, 66 out of 68 agreement cases arrived at between 
the employers and the workmen for the permanent and 
temporary disablements caused by injuries while on duty have 
been registered, the total compensation of which is 
Re. 17,287-13-6. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to danse (b) of unstarred question 

No. 16 . 


Nature of accident. 

Crushed by falling objects 
Injured by fall 
Drowning 

Injured while handling machinery 
Run over by vehicles 
Other accidents 


Total 


Number of coses. 

... 12 
... 9 

... 8 
... 8 
... 3 

... 4 

... 44 


All 44 cases, except one, were fatal. 


Oommonoement of agricultural operations at the agricultural farm at 

Dinajpur. 

17. Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ bio Member in charge of the Deportment of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state when the actual agricultural operations 
ore proposed to he commenced at the agricultural farm at Dinajpur? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member t>e pleased to state what operations 
are proposed to be undertaken in the beginning? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that a mixed committee of officials 
and non-officials was formed at Dinajpur who helped the selection and 
acquisition of lands for (he agricultural farm? 

((/) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that since the land was acquired 
that committee has never l>een consulted regarding the construction of 
buildings or on any other matters regarding the farm? 

(e) Will the Hon ’hie Member be pleased to state what amount was 
actually spent on the construction of the buildings? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of having a 
non-official advisory committee in each district for the promotion and 
development of agriculture in the districts? 

(//) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what steps it is proponed to take for the 
promotion of such a committee at Dinajpur? 

MfMBSR In ohftrgt of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (tl«0 Hon’Mo Sir Hugh Stophonoon): (a) At the end of 

the current financial year when the construction of buildings i» expec- 
ted to be completed. 
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(6) The dulii vatic® of jute, paddy, sugarcane and fodder crops. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The buildings on district agricultural farms are constructed 
according to type plans approved by Government. The committee 
referred to was assembled exclusively for the purpose of the selection 
of sites for the agricultural farm. 

(e) Rs. 49,067. 

if) and (g) The member is referred to the remarks on Agricultural 
Associations on pages 1*5-16 of the Report on the Agriculture Depart- 
ment for 1926-24 and in jwragraph 7 of the resolution recorded by 
Government thereon, a copy of which is laid on the library table. 


Financial effect of recommendations of the Lee Commission. 

IS. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’bl* 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance t>e pleased to state 

(0 what increase in provincial expenditure has resulted from 
effect being given to the recommendations of the Lee 
Commission; and 

(it) what will be the total annual increase in expenditure on that 
account ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Mr. J. Donald): it) The member is referred to the answer given to 
a similar question asked by Babu lie joy Krishna Bose on the 17 th 
March, 1925. 

(it) It is not anticipated that the ultimate cost will greatly exceed 
the estimated increase provided for in the budget for the year 1926*26 


Hindu communities reckoned as depre s eed. 

19. Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAS: (a) Will the Ilon’ble Member 
in charge of the Apjiointment Department be pleased to state the names 
of the different Hindu communities reckoned bv Government as 
depressed at the time of granting special privileges? 

(d) On what principles is the classification made? 
fr) Can any member belonging to communities other than depress- 
ed be selected to enjoy any special favour exclusively reserved by 
Government for depressed classes? 

The HofPMt Sir HUGH STEPHENSON : (a) to (r) I understand 
lhat the member refers to preference in appointments to the Bengal 
^ivil Service and other services for which an examination is held 
mnually. He is referred to rules 2 and 4 of the Rules published in 
loveinroent notification No. 6548 A., dated the 26th June, 1925. 
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Statemmt referred to in the reply to clause (b) of unstarred question 

No. 16. 


Nature of accident. 

Crushed by falling objects 
Injured by fall 
Drowning 

Injured while handling machinery 
Run over by vehicles 
Other accidents 


Total 


Number of came. 

... 12 
... 9 

... 8 
... 8 
... 3 

... 4 

... 44 


All 44 cases, except one, were fatal. 


Gommonooment of agricultural operations at the agricultural farm at 

Dinajpur. 

17. Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: (a) Will the 

Hon’ bin Member in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state when the actual agricultural operations 
aw proposed to he commenced at the agricultural farm at Dinajpur? 

(/>) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what operations 
are proposed to be undertaken in the beginning? 

(<r) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that a mixed committee of officials 
and non-officials was formed at Dinajpur who helped the selection and 
acquisition of lands for the agricultural farm? 

( (l ) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that since the land was acquired 
that committee bus never been consulted regarding the construction of 
buildiugs or cm any other matters regarding the furm? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what amount was 
actually spent on the construction of the buildings? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of having a 
non-official udvisory committee in each district for the promotion and 
development of agriculture in the districts? 

(y) If the answer to if) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what steps it is proposed to take for the 
promotion of such a committee at Dinajpur? 

IftCtfBKR in oharge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (tho Hon’bfc Sir Hugh Stephenson): (a) At the end of 

“the current financial year when the construction of buildings is expec- 
ted to be completed. 
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(6) The eoltiratioii of jute, paddy, ngarcatte and fodder orape. 

(e) Ye*. 

(d) The buildings on district agricultural farms are constructed 
according to type plans approved by Government. The committee 
referred to was assembled exclusively for the purpose of the selection 
of sites for the agricultural farm. 

(e) Es. 49,067. 

(/) and ( g ) The member is referred to the remarks on Agricultural 
Associations on pages 15-16 of the Report on the Agriculture Depart- 
ment for 1923-24 and in paragraph 7 of the resolution recorded by 
Government thereon, a copy of which is laid on the library table. 

Financial effect of recommendations of the Lee Commission. 

IS. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’bl. 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to Ntate - 

(i) what increase in provincial expenditure has resulted from 
effect being given to the recommendations of the Lee 
(’om mission ; and 

(it) what will be the total annual increase in expenditure on that 
account ? 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’blo 
Mr. 4. Donald): <0 T he member is referred to the answer given to 
a similar question asked by Balm Bejoy Krishna Bose on the 17th 
March, 1925. 

(ii) It is not anticipated that the ultimate cost will greutly exceed 
the estimated increase provided for in the budget for the year 1925-26 


Hindu communities reckoned as depressed. 

10. Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAS: (a) Will the Honlile Member 

in charge of the Ap{xmitnietit Department W pleased to state the names 
of the different Hindu communities reckoned by Government as 
depressed at the time of granting special privileges ? 

(d) On what principles is the classification made? 

(r) Can any member lielonging to communities other than depress- 
ed be selected to enjoy any special favour exclusively reserved by 
Government for depressed classes? 

The HonMMa Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) to (c) I understand 
that the member refers to preference in appointments to the Bengal 
Civil Service and other services for which an examination is held 
annually. He is referred to rules 2 and 4 of the Rules published in 
Government notification No. 6548 A., dated the 26th June, 1925. 
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Purotew of pnbliMtiom in the United Kingdom through the High 

InHIBIHIVIBVISi e 

20. Mr. F. E. JAMES: fa) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Department of Finance be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the attention of the Government has been drawn to 
the office memorandum No. A. 436 of the Government of 
India, Department of Industries and Labour, dated the 
21st April, 1925, regarding the purchase of publications in 
the |Jnited Kingdom through the High Commissioner; 

(it) whether the Government have been invited to participate in 
the scheme outlined in the memorandum; and 
(in) whether the Government have taken any action in the matter? 

(h) If the answer to fa) («7t) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleaHed to state what is the general policy which lias been 
adopted P 

(c) If no action has yet been taken, are the Government consider- 
ing the desirability of giving an opportunity to the Legislative Council 
of discussing the matter before coming to any decision? 

((/) Ik the Hon’ble the Member aware of the injury which the 
partial adoption of the scheme is already causing to the retail book- 
sellers in Bengal? 

Tho Hobble Mr. J. DONALD: fa), (i) to (Hi) Yes. 

(h) With a view to economy in the purchase of publications pub- 
lished in Kurope, Government have decided to take advantage of the 
scheme and have accepted the invitation to participate. 

(o) Does not arise. 

(d) No. 

Mr. F. E. JAMES: Is it the intention of Government to continue 
to give opportunity to local booksellers to tender quotations for publi- 
cations required by Government? 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. 4 % DONALD: T must have notice of this question. 

Cmm of abduotion of women from certain districts. 

21. Mr. TARIT BHUSAN ROY: fa) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Police Department he pleased to state how many women 
were abducted during the yenrs 1923, 1924 and the first six months of 
the current year from the districts of Rangpur, Mymensingh and 
Dacca? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
offenders were prosecuted? 

• (o) If so, what was the ifcault in each case? 



*m M MUESTIOBS. jg 

TMHte*|i|| ®* r MUCH fTERHENSONl (a) Government have no' 
matenate for fete wering this question. 

(b) and (fe) Abduction is not the specific title of an offence under 
the Indian Patel Code and it is not clear what classes of offences are 
referred to in the question. 


Rewarding of war-nturaed mm. 

„ ^ HIMANTA KUMAR SARKARi («) Will the Hon'ble 

Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
what was the principle and policy followed after the successful tormina- 
tion of the war in rewording war-retnrned men, outsiders and those 
already holding Government pouts? 

(b) Is it a fact that persons enlisted yi the army, but who have 
never crossed the seas and have no proper educational qualifications, 
have been given posts in the Subordinate Executive Service in prefer, 
once to the above-mentioned officers? 

(c) Is it a fact that the records show that some of the ministerial 
officers who returned from war applied to the Government of Bengal, 
through their superior officers, for posts in the Subordinate Executive 
Service, Sub-Itegistrurships, Excise Inspectorships and for Income-tax 
Assessorships and their applications were forwarded by their superior 
officers with strong recommendations, hut without success? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member he pleased to state why those appli- 
cations were not considered favourably? 

The Hon’ble 8fr HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: (a) The principles follow- 
ed are laid down in Government resolutions No. 2184 P.—D., of the 
27th July, 1918, and No. 2706 P.—l)., of the 22nd September, 1919. 

(b) to (d) The information asked for is not on record. The atten- 
tion of the member is invited to the reservations contained in para- 
graph 4 of the resolution of 1919, to which the principles enunciated 
were subject. 


GOVERNMENT BU8INESI 
Legislative business. 

Government Bills. 

Tbs Bengal LaoaJ Beff-Govemmant (Amendment) Bill, m 

Tbs Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bafmtbir 
Of Nadia: I beg to present to the Council the report of the Select 
Committee on the Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 


ft 
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* I beg to more that tbe report which I have jnat laid on the table 
be taken into consideration. It will be seen from the report that the 
members of the Committee were opposed to the abolition of the 
educational qualifications and that in their opinion the financial 
advantages which would accrue as a result of the Bill would not be 
sufficient to justify the Council taking the franchise away from any 
persons who at present enjoy it. As the House has already been in* 
formed, the intention of Government in this small piece of legislation 
was to introduce uniformity into the qualifications entitling persona 
to vote for the Local and Union Boards. Our object was to reduce 
the labour and cost involved in holding these elections and we thought 
that the advantages which might thereby be obtained, would justify 
some alteration in the franchise for Local Boards — more particularly, 
as under one qualification we broaden the electorate although I admit 
that under another head, namely, the educational qualifications,* the 
electorate would have been slightly reduced. 

However, I accept the views of the Select Committee that the Bill 
should not proceed, and I need not discuss its merits or demerits any 
further. I, therefore, formally move that the Bill be taken into con- 
sideration. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Hoft’hle Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadias 1 beg to move that the Bill be withdrawn. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

THE BENGAL TENANCY (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1925. 

Tha Hon’bla Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
Of Nadias I beg to introduce a Bill further to amend the Bengal Ten- 
ancy Act, 1885. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


Order of putting amendment* on the Bengal Tenancy (A m endment) 

Bill, 1925. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Before I call upon the Hon’ble the Revenue 
Member to move the next motion, I would like to point out to the 
members who have given notice of resolutions for the amendment of 
the Bengal Tenancy Act, that the Government have already antici- 
pated them by the introduction of this Bill which is a comprehensive 
one, covering all the points raised in those resolutions. Consequently, 
under Standing Order 32, by the consideration of the next motion and 
a decision thereon, anj iurther debate on the proposed resolutions 
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will be out oflorder and they will automatically fall through. There- 
fore, if the members desire to place the views embodied in those 
resolutions before the House, I think they should do so by availing 
themselves of the opportunity afforded by the debate on the next 
motion. 

With reference to the subject matter of the motion, I should like 
to point out to Urn House that it really consists of four distinct parts*. 
viz . — 

( 1 ) Reference to the Selec t Committee, 

(2) Personnel of the Select Committee, 

(J) Instructions to the Select Committee, and 

(4) Quorum of the Select Committee. 

There are notices of amendments to alfof them except the third, 
namely, Instructions to the Select Committee. To facilitate the con- 
sideration of the motion, I proposed to proceed as follows : — 

After the general provisions of the Bill have been sufficiently dis- 
cussed I shall call upon the movers of the amendments who object to the 
reference of the Bill to a Select Committee at this stage. After those 
amendments have been sufficiently dealt with I shall call upon the 
Hon’ble the Revenue Member to reply and then put those amendments 
to vote. In this connection I should further point out that those 
members who want to speak on those amendments and also desire to 
discuss the general provisions of the Bill, should reserve their speeches 
till those amendments are taken up. If any of these amendments he 
carried, it will not be necessary to discuss any other part of the substan- 
tive motion of the Hon’ble the Revenue Meuiljer. If, however, none 
of them be carried, I shall take all the amendments dealing with the 
personnel of the Select Committee. After all these amendments have 
been moved and sufficiently discussed I shall again call upon the Hon’ble 
the Revenue Member to reply, and then put the amendments in thflr 
order they stand upon the Agenda Paper. 

I should here make it clear that there is a certain amount of justifi- 
cation for holding that if any of these amendments be carried the other 
amendments dealing with the same part of the substantive motion,, 
namely, the personnel of the Select Committee, will under Standing 
Order 35 (3) fall through. In this connection I cannot refrain from 
remarking that the way in which the names for the Select Committee- 
have been sent up by individual members, does not show that the differ* 
ent party leaders have made sufficient attempt for a concerted action 
even in a serious matter like this. The result might be that none of 
these amendments by itself would be acceptable to the majority to thw 
House, and so much time of the Council would be lost in discussing 
them. I should be glad if a stop could be put to this practice which in 

5a 
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of recent growth. What I would like to suggest is that the leaders 
should put their heads together and hand over to me an amendment 
containing say six names most acceptable to them. I shall be glad to 
admit snch an amendment even now and put it to the vote first of all. 

After disposing off this part of the question, I propose to take up the 
last batch of the amendments dealing with the constitution of the 
quorum. 

At this stage the Council was adjourned for 10 minutes. 

After the adjournment. 


The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1925. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur ol 
Nadia: I beg to move th&t the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
1925, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of: — Sir Provash 
Chunder Hitter, Kt., C.I.E., Baja Maumatha Nath Bay Chaudhuri of 
Santosh, Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, 
C.I.K., Bai Satyendra Nath Boy Choudhuri Bahadur, Maulvi Ruji bud- 
din Tarafdar, Balm Jogindra Chandra Chakravarti, Maulvi Basar 
Mahammad, Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta, Maulvi Asimuddin Ahmad, Mr. Nir- 
mal Chandra Chunder, Babu Akhil Chandra Datta, Bai Harendranath 
Chaudhuri, Mr. W. L. Travers, C.I.K, O.B.E., Maulvi A. K. Fasd-ul- 
Huq, Khan Bahadur Md. Abdul Mumin, Mr. M. C. MrAlpin, C.I.E., 
I.C.S., Mr. H. C. Liddell, I.C.8., Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, O.B.E., I.C.S., 
and myself with instructions to submit their report in time for its 
consideration in the February session of the Bengal legislative Council, 
and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to 
constitute a quorum shall be five. 

Forty years have elapsed since the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1885 was 
passed. During this long period considerable economic changes have 
taken place in the Province and the practical working of the Act has 
disclosed various defects which call for early remedy. Important pro- 
blems affecting the relations of landlords and tenants have assumed 
such a prominence as to warrant alterations in legislation. It was in 
1921 that Government at the request of the last Council appointed a 
committee to consider these problems and to re}*>rt what amendments 
were needed in the Bengal Tenancy Act. That committee was a large 
and a representative one and was presided over by that eminent Be venue 
' authority, Sir John Kerr (now the Governor of Assam), and to whom 
this Government and this Council owe a great debt of gratitude for the 
patience, energy and ability he brought to bear on the deliberations of 
that committee. On the committee were three members whose death 
we must all deplore, tu.,B*ja Bahadur Ban Behari Kapur, that stal- 
wart bat just champion of the order of landlords, Bai Bahadur Bnrendia 
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Chandra Sen**emarkable for his inexhaustible and detailed knowledge 
of the BengaiTtenancy Act and its workings and Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri, 
the well-known High Court Judge. I must also mention that the com- 
mittee had the benefit of the advice and services of its very competent 
and invaluable draftsman, Mr. Tindall, lately Secretary to this Council* 
I am sure that the hon’blc members will agree with me if they examine 
the constitution of the committee, that a stronger and more representa- 
tive committee would have been difficult to constitute and that its 
report is entitled to the fullest consideration on all hands. 

The committee held 43 meetings from the month of August, 
1921 to the month of August, 1922 (mosi of them being 
long sittings), and evolved a report with a Bill of 125 clauses 
embodying their solutions of the different problems with 
which they were confronted and worked yiem out in all necessary 
details. Although there were a number of notes of dissent, which in 
a matter of this complexity and importance dealing with conflicting 
interests was hardly unexpected, the report can well he accepted as one 
in which practically all the members agreed in principle. In January, 
1923, the report and the Bill were published for public criticism. This 
it received in full, if not superabundant, measure. Approximately, 
1,000 opinions were received, too many to warrant printing in full in 
view of the redundancy of many of them. 

The Government fully considered these opinions and some changes 
in the committee’s Bill were made but the main principles have been 
left untouched and have been adopted in the Bill just now introduced 
in Council. The main features of the Bill have been elucidated in the 
committee’s report and explained in the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons and repetition is unnecessary. 

I must, however, refer to two problems of transcendental importance, 
I mean the problems of the transferability of occupancy rights and of 
the rights of the actual, and not merely the de jvrt\ cultivator of the 
soil. I need not weary the House with a repetition of the history behind 
transferability — how it was dealt with up to and in 1885, how the High 
Court in 1912 drew the attention of Government to the necessity of 
legislation regarding it and the repeated attempts at solutions, — but I 
will go straight to the committee’s recommendation to make raiyati hold- 
ings or shares thereof transferable subject to the payment of a fee, 
salam i or premium to the landlord, thereby standardising in the Uw 
the present practice. That is the proposed substantive law and it is 
perfectly simple. 

What must, however, strike every competent observer is that in this 
province, with transferability made legal in this manner, there i# a 
very teal risk of raiyati holdings falling more and more into the hands 
of non-agriculturists, till the bona fide agriculturist is little mote than 
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a serf on the land he onee called his own. I am sure the Council will 
agree with me, whatever their opinion on the merits of the Bill may be, 
that something definite and certain must be done to prevent such a 
calamity. The Committee have recommended two solutions of this 
difficulty which have been adopted by Government in their Bill. The 
first gives the landlord the power to turn out a non-agriculturist 
purchaser by giving the landlord power to buy out the transferee — a 
recognition of the landlord’s claim to object to an undesirable tenant 
being forced on him. 

The most important proposal the committee has put forward is that 
under-raiyats should, ^except in certain cases, be given occupancy rights 
against their immediate landlords. This solution also arises from the 
fact that now-a-days a contingency not uncontemplated at the time of 
the passing of the Bengal Tenancy Act and a fact elaborated at length 
in the report of the committee the cultivating tenant for whom the 
occupancy right was intended has often become a tenant-at-will under 
the holder of that occupancy right. 

The committee state it in their report : 

Under the law a« it stands, the occupancy tenant right can only be enjoyed 
by one person in the chain, and, as the law is not properly adapted to the compli- 
cated state of subinfeudation which actually exists, it frequently happens that the 
occupancy tenant right gets into the hands of the wrong person, and the cultivat- 
ing tenant who ought to have the right finds himself in the position of a tenant- 
at-will. It is this limitation of the legal occupancy ri^ht to a single individual 
among the numerous persons who may be interested in the land that is at the 
root of most of the difficulties experienced in the administration and interpreta- 
tion of the Act in Bengal, and we are convinced that it is necessary to recast 
this fundamental provision of the Act, in order to meet the requirements of modern 
conditions. 

Whatever may be said for or against the solution to give occupancy- 
rights to under-raiyats, it does definitely keep the agriculturists from 
falling into a state of serfdom. The question, however, is of such diffi- 
culty, controversy and importance that I must make it clear that Gov- 
ernment are willing to consider any modifications of or any alternatives 
to the proposal which will secure the essential objects of the protection 
of the actual cultivator and, in the case of transfers, of preventing the 
non-agriculturist from debarring him from obtaining occupancy-rights. 

The other principles relating to tenants’ advantages, e.g. t their 
right to trees, the greater facility of payment of rent by money order, 
the abolition of the harassing system of realisation of rent by distraint, 
the commutation of produce-rent and those relating to the landlords’ 
advantages, e.g,> facility for and simplification of the procedure for the 
realisation of rents, the difficulties of the landlords on account of the 
existence of co-sharer landlords or co-sharer tenants and other minor 
matters will be found dealt with in the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons or the Notes on the clauses. These and the two main principles 
mentioned before have been exhaustively examined in the opinions 
received on the Committee's report. 
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The time Jer discussing them on paper is now past and the time has 
come for a mend-table discussion of them by a Select Committee of this 
Council. That committee will have plenty of material to work, upon 
the facts contained in a number of district settlement reports of recent 
years, the facts, opinions and proposals contained in the Committee's 
report and the large mass of public opinion obtained on these proposals. 

The Bill as framed and now placed before the Council is an honest 
attempt to find a solution of the several problems. These are very 
important and difficult enough already and will become more and* more 
difficult, the longer they are put off. 

Let me sum up the main position of Government. Government 
accept the necessity of a change in the law relating to certain matters 
affecting the relations of landlords and tenants. They put forward the 
Committee’s proposals as an honest attempt to solve a difficult prob- 
lem — an attempt entitled to the fullest consideration. There is a large 
mass of opinion on those proposals. It is now the time for a Select 
Committee of this House to consider them. And, lastly, Government 
in view of the difficulty and importance of the proposals are willing to 
consider any alternatives or modifications which are an improvement on 
them. It is for*this Council to make or tnar the Bill. I appeal to them 
to make it. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: I heard the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Bill speaking on the provisions (if the amending Bill. To my 
mind, from what I have heard from him and from what I have seen of 
the Tenancy Act (Amendment) Bill that is placed before us, I can only 
say that the Bill as it stands, is highly unsatisfactory. It does not at 
all to that extent benefit the tenants as it should. Attempts have been 
made on the other hand to benefit the landlords; for instance, when the 
Hon’ble Member has made provisions for giving 25 per cent, to the 
landlord on transfers he knows it himself that he is giving at least 20 
per cent, over what the landlord is getting at the present moment. 
Does he or does he not know that the tenant in order to evade the pay- 
ment of the landlord's dues, as provided in the Bengal Tenancy Act, 
takes recourse to sell a part of his holding keeping only a few chattacks 
of land to himself thus compelling the samindar not to have recourse 
to the Court of Iaxw in order to oust the tenant. Thus, the samindar 
gets nothing from these transfers and later on the transferees are 
tacitly recognised by the samindars themselves or at the time of Settle- 
ment, they are recognised by officers in charge of settlement operations. 
But, Sir, the tenants generally want that they should have the right to 
transfer their holdings because in that case they will be able to get 
much higher prices. The Amendment Bill as placed before the Council 
provides that on transfers they will have to pay 25 per cent Is it not 
ft fact known to the Hon’ble Member that there axe many places in 
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Bengal where the tenants are not called upon to make any payment 
whatsoever. But if this amendment is carried by the Council they will 
have also to pay a larger sum which, under the law even as it stands 
at present, they have never been called upon to pay. Further, as soon 
as the powers are given to the tenantry to transfer their holdings I may 
take it-— and I feel perfectly certain that the whole House will take it — 
that there will be at least hundred-fold more transfers than at the 
present moment. Even if Government were to allow the samindars to 
have. two pice per rupee for the transfers I am sure that the landlords 
will be able to make much more money than what they are able to get 
at the present moment. Sir, there are many places where the tenants 
do not pay more than 4 pice or 2 annas, but Government when they try 
to amend the law instead of trying to alleviate the suffering of the 
tenantry are rather harsh to them and compel them to pay much more 
than what they ever did. 

I am sorry, Sir, that I have to make these remarks, for I know 
that Government from the very beginning when it enacted the Per- 
manent Settlement Laws had reserved to themselves the power to 
intervene if they found that the tenants’ interests were jeopardized, 
and it is in pursuance of that resolution that Government from time to 
time are making laws for the benefit of the tenantry. But it is very 
unfortunate, Sir, that instead of making laws which would actually 
benefit them, Government is making laws which are generally not to 
their interest at all. I submit, Sir, that this provision will not be 
acceptable to the tenantry. I am certainly not for encroaching on the 
rights of the zemindars, or to disturb the good relationship that ought 
to ezist between them and the tenants. I would stand on the firmest 
footing of cordiality and T would like that there should be no trouble 
between the landlords and the tenants, but I do not like as a man to 
see those persons, who live by the sweat of their brow and who toil and 
moil hard for a morsel of food, to be hit harder than they are at the 
present moment. I am afraid that to the utter misfortune of the 
masses, Government is at the present moment placed in the hands of 
a class which is averse to the interests of the tenantry and would not 
do them that justice which any other human being would gladly do. 

There is another provision to which the tenantry cannot but object. 
The zemindars will have the right to eject any person whom they con- 
sider to be undesirable. And further, Sir, for this reason they have 
provided that the zemindars should pay 10 per cent, over to the pur* 
chaser and oust the person who has purchased the land from the occu* 
pancy holder. 8ir, the tenants are generally poor, they have not much 
money to pay, but the zemindar’s money lies idle and hoarded. Any 
zemindar who wants to take all the land in kkat will certainly be able 
to do so by paying 10 per cent. over. If you actually want to check 
the transfer of holdings te persons who pay a higher amount but put 
a lower sale price, then the best thing for you to do is to flat at least 2 6 
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per cent, a* tie price to be paid above the purchase money to the pw- 
ebwer by flto aemmdar for ousting- him. Thia proviaion of the Bill 
will be & Mltinl aource of litigation also and ao thia provision ought 
to be omitted. * 

Further, Sir, an attempt baa been made by the Hon’ble Member to 
provide rights for the under-tenants. Certainly, every well-wisher of 
the tenantry cannot but agree to such a proposal. The actual cultiva- 
tor should have a better right to the Land. But, Sir, at places where 
lands are held in khas, not by xeniindurs but by persons who are 
actually tenants but who ure not able to cultivate the land themselves, 
it might be that they were at one time the holders of large estates but 
have gradually dwindled down to poverty and cannot hold the plough 
themselves, it is not right that because they have given the land to a 
bhagidar you should oust them from the land and give the right to the 
bhagidar. I am afraid this sort of arrangement will not benefit those 
persons who require to be looked after, but. in cases where there are 
under-tenants who are giving fixed rents to their immediate superior 
tenants or to jotedar or zemindar certainly we should allow occupancy 
right to the under-tenant, so that he can have the land to himself. 
In no case, Sir, those who are not bond fide cultivators or are landlords 
or jotedars should have the right to stop under-tenants from getting 
the occupancy-right. These are some of the provisions about which I 
have spoken and us I think that other members of this Council would' 
like to speak as to the unsatisfactory nature of other provisions I should 
not detain the House any longer. 

HAJI LAL MAHAMMED spoke in Bengali. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ spoke in Bengali. The English 
translation of which is given below: — 

The majority of members of this Council are returned by the vote* 
of the tenant claw but unfortunately most of us are indifferent to their 
grievances. I, however, have always supported the interests of tho 
tenants and I believe that tenancy legislation should mainly lie directed 
to promote their interests. The present Bill has been brought in with 
the professed object of expanding the interests and rights of the raiyatv 
hut how little will it really achieve that purpose? The Bill is like a 
dead-nee fruit, fine to look at outside but rotten inside. If it is passed 
in its present shape, it will aggravate the hardships and misfortunes of 
the tenant class, foster litigation and there will be large sums of money 
on account of nazar deposited in the courts. At present many people- 
are enjoying their holdings without opposition who have paid proper 
price therefor, though no nazar to their landlords. There is no evic- 
tion for partial purchase of ;af*. Indeed no old tenant can be evicted 
oakss he utterly leaves his holding. The purchaser pays money by 
instalments according to convenience and can get his name entered 
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accordingly. The landlord is content to take what he gets from time 
to time. But the present Bill puts all sorts of obstacles in th$ way of 
these facilities. Every purchaser, while making out a Jtabala , must 
pay one-fourth of the purchase price as nazar. Furthermore, the 
landlord has the right to institute suits anew to fix the proper price 
And indeed he can even resume khas possession. The tenants in Bengal 
are uneducated and sadly in want. So, they are often driven to 
executing bonds which really cover both principal and interest and 
something more. Such being the case and because at present they 
•cannot sell their rights without the permission of the landlord, the 
wiahajan often has to reduce what would otherwise be an excessive 
claim. The tenants of course ought to be the real owners of lands and 
the Tenancy Bill should promote this end. But the present Bill by 
Tarious devices further restricts such right to their holdings as the 
tenants now possess. Since, the tenant is in justice the owner of his 
Folding, there can be no justification for nazar for transferring their 
Foldings. Moreover, if a tenant sells his holding to another tenant, 
the supremacy of the landlord cannot he impaired by any means. So 
the law should frankly recognise the right of the tenant to part with 
his holding to another tenant without any obstacle and without any 
nazar, and also without similar payment of nazar or obstacle, construct 
mosques, tanks, etc., on his holding. He should also be relieved from 
payment of excessive interest. There should also be a law that hold- 
ings less than ten bighas in areas should not he liable to sale for debts, 
as under the existing law salaries less than Rs. 20 per mensem are not 
liable to attachment. The provision for increase of rent along with an 
increase in the prices of crops should also he utterly abolished. For, 
on. increase of the prices of crops means famine or want and cannot 
■certainly he a justification for an enhancement of rent, rather it should 
be the other wav. The present Bill provides for a nazar for cutting 
down trees. What is the justification for this? The tenants made 
their lands fit for cultivation after undergoing great physical hard- 
ships, and they planted the trees. So there can he no justification for 
nazar for cutting down these trees. There are similarly many other 
objectionable provisions in this Bill which it will take too long to point 
out. Briefly, however, it may he suggested that, leaving aside all 
intricacies, some rights should he frankly conceded to the tenants. 
As President of Raiyats’ Conferences in different parts of Bengal I 
have heard this question discussed often and on the basis of those dis- 
cussions I sent in an opinion on the previous draft Bill in this Council 
intended to subserve the interests of the raiyats. Some important 
•questions dealt in therewith were made the subject of a motion in the 
last few sessions of this Council. In the last session that motion 
numbering 25 in the agenda of business was prevented from coming 
up for discussion by an excessive stream of oratory which was indulged 
in for the purpose. That resolution ought to be taken up at the 
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beginning of this session but probably it would, be objected to because 
this Bill hi* already been introduced. We, Bengalis, know only 
Bengali, but in this Council many just statements might be objected 
to as unparliamentary, and hence we have to desist from making them. 
Otherwise, it would have been possible to expose what can be bidden 
behind these things. The list of members of the Select Committee is 
also calculated to create alarm, men roost actively interested in the 
matter have not been taken in. The rights of Bargadars have been 
unduly interfered with in this Bill. In Rangpur, Patiladaha Par* 
gana, etc., big landlords are taluqdars or jotdars. Special conditions 
prevail in those areas. For those areas special provisions may be 
made in the law having regard to the purposes of the Barga system. 
But where conditions are different, where ordinarily poor but respect- 
able people who cannot secure service are making a living by letting 
out their holdings on the Barga system, |uoh a provision for accruing 
rights to the Bargadar cannot at all be beneficial. Its effect will be 
extremely mischievous and it would foster strife and litigation. Many 
lands will lie untilled and those who used to. till Barga lands, unable 
to secure lands for this purpose and unable to find a living in their 
villages, will go to the hills and jungles and die untimely deaths. In 
the draft Bill previously a similar proposal for Barga holdings led to 
many holdings in the country being left untilled. I explained the 
situation at that time to the Hon 'hie Member in charge and necessary 
redress was forthcoming. Otherwise, serious injury to the country 
would have ensued but now the old policy is being reverted to. Briefly, 
the basis of this Bill is not the interest of the raiynts. So it is not 
proper that this Bill should be accepted and committed to a Select 
Committee. I shall explain that when I move Resolution No. 27 in 
my name. Before sitting down, let me remind the members that they 
have been returned to this Council mainly by the votes of the tenants, 
because they pledged themselves to secure their convenience in various 
ways. To forget those pledges now is treachery. Let those who will 
be members of the Select Committee remember this specially. 

MAULVI RAdIBUDDIN TARAFDAR spoke in Bengali. The 
English translation of which is given Wow: — 

After 40 years of earnest prayer offered by the raiyats of Bengal 
for the amelioration of tbeir condition Government has at last con- 
descended to make some provision in that direction for which I am 
really thankful But I am very sorry to say that the Bill which it is 
intended will better the condition of the raiyats will really do nothing. 
Is it becoming on the part of those who govern the country to grind 
the tenants more and more for the advantages' of the rich f The pro- 
posed Amending Bill will, in reality, make the condition of the 
tenants worse as the changes are inequitable and in spite of the many 
advantages enjoyed by the landlerds under the old Aet the amendment 
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will make ike landlord! enjoy more. Under tke old Act the raiyati had 
fewer advantages, bat in tke proposed amendment tke liberty of tke 
raiysts is farther curtailed. In tke proposed amendment the under* 
raiyats me said to be getting more rights but the rights which they are 
going to obtain will be squeezed out of the hard-earned labour of tke 
raiyats; the zemindars are not affected in the least. Under-raiyats 
holding under the raiyats have got rights, but not so the under-raiyats 
under the semindars within the municipal area. In conclusion I 
entreat all the members whether Swarajists or Nationalists or Moderates 
that they should all combine to form a committee and devise means 
as to how best to benefit the raiyats. 

(Here the Hon’ble the President asked the speaker to confine him- 
self to the main principles of the Bill and not to discuss the motion 
for referring it to a Select Committee, in the vernacular.) 

Mr. B, M. IASMAL: On a point of order. Can the President 
speak in Bengali when he knows English P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When I am speaking to a member who 
addresses the House in Bengali and not in English I think it would be 
better if 1 also expressed myself in Bengali as I am a Bengali. 

Mavlvi tAYYED SULTAN ALI: I rise to a point of order. Is 
the Permanent Settlement under discussion? 

Mr, PRESIDENTS The Tenancy Act involves general principles. 
If the member strays too much away I will stop him. 

At this stage the Council was adjourned for 15 minutes. 

After the adjournment. 

Baku JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTIS I desire only 
to offer a few remarks, a few general remarks, regarding the Bill 
under consideration. I do not propose to enter into the specific provi- 
sions of the Bill at this stage. There is absolutely no doubt that dur- 
ing the last 40 years, since the Bengal Tenancy Act was passed in 
1886, various changes have taken place in the conditions of the tenure- 
holders, the raiyats and the under-raiyats, and at the present moment 
there can be absolutely no doubt that a change in the law has become 
a matter of impending necessity. 

Sir, in looking at the Bill which aims at amending the provisions 
regarding whicH changes seem to be desirable, I would respectfully 
ask the members of this House to consider very carefully as to whether 
tke provisions t^pt have been made do really make suck changes as 
would establish cordiality between the landlords, the tenure-holders, 
ike raiyats and the u*«Ur-raiyats. There is absolutely no use fat 
snaking a secret of the fact that there has been a good deal of dfifaeneu 
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of opinion** to what should be the status of those dilereat oii a m of 
tenants, tenure-holders, raiyats sad under-rmiymts. The Hon* hie 
Member in charge in the course of introducing tbs BUI talk its that 
an attempt has been made to rectify some defects in the law, as for 
instance, the law of transfer of occupancy raivati holdings. With 
regard to that matter, I would only say this at this stage that the test 
that should be applied for the purpose of considering as to whether 
the provisions that are being made in the Bill are sufficient or as to 
whether they will really serve the purpose for which the provisions ate 
introduced. There is another matter which strikes me and it is this: 
During my experience regarding the working of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act as a lawyer and as a private person, 1 have seen that the present 
provision or rather the absence of any provision regarding transfer- 
ability has been a fruitful source of endless litigation between landlords 
and tenants; and if we are really anxioys to stop this litigation bet- 
ween them we must l>e prepaml to make adequate provision regarding 
the right which the tenants claim on their behalf, l/ooking at the pro- 
visions of the Bill, however, it seems to me that instead of stopping 
litigations the provisions, if passed into law, will perhaps add a good 
deal to the number of litigations which we already have in the country. 
Then, Sir, with regard to the rights of tenure-holders. So far as 1 
have been able to glance through the provisions of the Bill it does not 
seem to me that adequate provisions have been made for the protection 
of their rights more especially of those tenure- holders who at the 
present time are classed as non-permanent tenure-holders. Then with 
regard to the raiyats and under-raivats, certain provisions have been 
made no doubt. But it will be the duty of those who will be in the 
Select Committee to consider very carefully as to whether those provi- 
sions are adequate and sufficient and whether there has been an attempt 
at adjustment — a cordial adjustment made in the relationship of raiyats 
and under-raiyats. There is one thing which strikes me and that is the 
omission of a certain provision which was introduced in the last amend- 
ing Act — I mean the Act which was passed in August 1923. Section 
183 A of that Act — if I remember rightly — which aims at giving 
certain fixity of tenure to certain tenure-holders in the District of 
Rangpur with the additional proviso *hat in certain other district* also 
if the Government thought fit those provisions would be introduced by 
notification — has been omitted from the present Bill. T do not know 
the reason why, and it seems to me that it is a striking omission. Sir, 
at this stage 1 will ask the bon’ble members of this House to consider 
the provisions very carefully and to see as to what can be done for the 
par^pse of improving the status of tenure-holders. There is another 
matter which concerns the interest of a large majority of tenants and 
•mall landlords and that is the principle of conunuMtion. That also 
requires vary careful consideration. With regard to the rights which 
tha Hoa’ble Member in charge says have bean given to the raiyats-— 
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right* tor which there has been a good deal of clamour and in regard 
to which many amendments were introduced daring the last session of 
the Council and I understand various amendments are also on the* 
agenda paper in the present session — that certain rights have been pro* 
vided for is true but at the same time certain other restrictions have 
been laid down which to my mind seems to be taking away the rights 
very considerably. There is another matter which is also of vital 
importance-— vital both to the landlords and to the tenants and that ia 
the question of the enhancement of rent. Under the present law aa 
members are aware enhancement of rent can be claimed by the land* 
lords for the rise in prices of staple food-crops. That is a provision 
with regard to which there has been an insistent cry on the part of the. 
tenants for its entire repeal. That is a matter again which deserves 
the consideration of the members of this House. These are generally 
the principal features with C which the members of the Council will 
have to deal with when the Bill will be taken section by section and 
clause by clause. One thing which I would most Btrongly request the 
hon’ble members to consider would be this : Whatever we may do we 
must remember that we are doing it in the interests of those — to the 
real benefit of those for whom they are intended. It would not do 
merely to make certain provisions which would look very well on paper 
but in practice may be found to entirely frustrate the object with 
which those provisions are sought to be made. Another point to which 
I would draw the attention of the Hon’ble Member in charge as well 
as those interested in the matter to remember is this : That litigation 
must be stopped as far as possible by making suitable provisions in the 
Bill and fixing the law regarding the relationship of tenants and 
landlords and that is a feature which, I am afraid, has not been care- 
fully considered in the present Bill now before the Council. With these 
observations I resume my seat. 

Maulvi SAYYED SULTAN ALII The question before the House is 
one of utmost importance and it is one which concerns the people of 
this Province generally. It will affect almost every person owning or 
occupying lauds. So, if the amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act 
may be made in such a manner as to do good both to the tenants and 
the landlords it will do a real good to the countiy. If we fail to do 
that, the result will be that tension of feeling between landlords on the 
one side and the tenants on the other already existing will be more acute 
and will do incalculable harm and for a very long time. As almost all 
the hon’ble members are anxious to discuss it and as I have got a very 
limited time at my disposal, I will only touch a few points of the Bill. 
The first point that I will take up is the status of the occupancy raiyate 
and then the question of transferability, enhancement of rent and a 
few other points. Occupancy raiy&ts, as far as I understand, are persona 
who have brought lands under cultivation, of course in some cases with 
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the assistant* of landlords. But they were the primary persona wh» 
brought land* under cultivation. But the law, as it stands at present, 
does hot allow the oocupancy raiyat to sell the lands of his holdings. 
But although it is not allowed by law under certain rulings and under 
certain customs lands have already been sold. For instance, if an 
occupancy raiyat sells a portion of his holding the landlord has no 
right to eject him. If a raiyat after selling his holding takes a sub- 
lease in that case also the landlord has no right to eject him. Taking 
advantage of these rulings of the Hon’ble High Court lands 
are already transferred. But the practical result is that there is a 
restriction of selling his entire holding to a pereou in which case tho 
landlord is entitled to eject the purchaser and the difficulty is that the* 
tenant at the time of selling his holding does not get proper price. The 
Bill has made sufficient provision for transfer of occupancy holdings 
hut in making that Rome provision has been added which to me seems 
to be more anomalous and is likely to create more difficulties in the way 
of transfer and possession of lands by the purchaser as well as tho 
occupancy raiyat and that is this. The first condition is that as soon 
as a tenant sells his property he will have to pay a premium of 26 per 
cent, of the consideration money to the landlord. At the sametime the 
landlord has got another option. He may accept that money but if ho 
be unwilling to accept it he has the option of enforcing his right of 
pre-emption. 

As far as I can understand the right of pre-emption by the landlord 
should be abolished because that will give a strong handle to the land- 
lord to make more lands khan as soon as transfer takes place. Some 
of my friends have remarked in this connection that the landlord's 
money has been hoarded. I do not go so far. My point of view is that 
the landlord is in a better pecuniary position to exercise the right of 
pre-emption and by that process of law in the course of time the land- 
lord will be able to take in khas possession almost all the lands. And 
what will necessarily happen? The landlord will let out the lands at 
a considerably higher rent. Consequently instead of giving some, 
advantage to the tenant, who is now occupying the land, his position 
will be made more difficult, because under the existing law the tenant 
gets the land under certain conditions and he is protected from eject- 
ment, but under the law as proposed in the Bill, as soon as the landlord 
gets the right of pre-emption, he will take the land in That is a 

position to which I take exception and it should be done away with. 

Next, the premium of 25 per cent, will be too high. Some of my 
friends have suggested 2 per cent and 26 has been suggested in the Bill. 
I think 10 per cent. 

Mr. PRftlOCNT: That is a matter of detail. You should aot gee 
into these details. 
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Mftvlvi SAYYED SULTAN Ail: These are my general observa- 
tions regarding the provisions of the Bill and my suggestion is that 10 
per cent should be quite sufficient for the landlord. The landlord will 
get the rent as usual, the enhancement of rent will continue as before, 
at the same time he will get 10 per cent, as premium. If we go back 
a little to the period before the Permanent Settlement, what do we find? 
Then the landlords were given 10 per cent, exclusive of collection chaige 
for their appropriation and the rest used to be paid to Government. So 
10 per cent, is not in any way insufficient. 

There is another thing. So far as the occupancy rights are concern- 
ed, there are provisions in the present Act as well as in the Bill for 
enhancing the rent. Bents are enhanced on these grounds — firstly, for 
rise in the prices of the staple food-crop; secondly , for the prevailing 
higher rent in the neighbouring areas; and thirdly , for the improve- 
ments made by the landlord. First of all my suggestion regarding 
improvements by landlords is that no landlord should be entitled to 
Any enhancement on the ground of improvement unless and until the 
improvement is registered. I am a mufassal pleader practising for 
upwards of 20 years and 1 have seen that although no improvement 
has been made by the landlord, the landlord being in a favourable 
position to create papers and procure witnesses obtains decrees against 
the helpless tenants. If the landlord makes any improvement in the 
land, the benefit of which is derived by the tenant, let the landlord get 
this improvement registered in the Civil Court. In that case no in- 
justice may be done by the landlord to the tenant. Another point which 
I like to discuss is that enhancements on all these grounds may be made 
simultaneously under the present law as well as under the proposed Bill. 
In many cases simply on the ground of rise in the price of staple food- 
orop, the landlord has been awarded an increase from 10 pies to 8 annas 
per rupee. In addition to this if a tenant has to bear an enhancement 
of rent on account of landlord’s improvement and on account of higher 
rent prevailing in neighbouring lands, the enhancement sometimes 
becomes more than double. So there ought to he a provision in the 
Bill whereby on no account there shall l>e an enhancement of more than 
two annas per rupee at a time. There is another difficulty with regard 
to the present system of enhancement. The law says that if the Court 
thinks that an enhancement granted to a landlord at a time would 
cause hardship to the tenant, the Court may make it gradual, but this 
discretion is very seldom exercised by the Courts in favour of the 
tenants. In that section instead of giving the Court discretion by the 
word “may” I think the word “shall” should be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS You are again going into details. I cannot 
Allow that. 

SAYVED SULTAN ALIS Very well, Sir. Thaw is another 
difficulty. Neither in the present law nor in the proponed Bill thaw k 
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any dtaur^J&fkioa' that the tent of an occupancy raiyat shall not be 
enhanced ®p* °* *h® land deteriorate®. There is ho dear 

provision tPpis effect. There ought to be a provision like that. Then 
I pass on la the position of under-raiyats, The consideration of the 
position of under-raiyats has become a crying necessity at the present 
time. Hie raiyats of our province now-a-days — many of them at 
least — have lofet their lands and become under-raiyats and some of them 
have taken the position of middlemen ; and the number of under-raiyats 
has become so large at present that I have been considering for about 
last 10 years to give them certain rights— the right of occupancy. Of 
course, in Settlement proceedings in many places such rights have been 
given to under-raiyats according to the customs prevailing in those 
places, hut there should he clear provisions to this effect in the Bill. 
One thing which strikes me and to which I take exception is this — the 
present Bill says that although under-raiyttfs will have a right of occu- 
pancy, they will get no protection from the operation of section 167 of 
the present Bengal Tenancy Act. If the under-raiyats are given the 
status of occupancy raiyats, they must get such a protection ; otherwise 
it becomes meaningless. So my suggestion is that protection from the 
operation of section 167 of the Bengal Tenancy Act should he given to 
the under-raiyats; but it might be said what will happen to a purchaser 
if the raiyat taking premium lets out the land at a low rate of rent. 
In that case my suggestion is this that if the under-raiyat on the 
extinction of the raiyat’s interests pays a fair and equitable rent to the 
purchaser, no body suffers any loss. At the same time the rights of the 
under-raiyats will be safeguarded. 

Babll AKNIL CHANDRA DATTA! I was inclined to give my ideas 
about some of the provisions regarding the status of under-raiyats, hut 
I have later decided advisedly not to speak now. If the Bill is thrown 
out, it is no good discussing it and if on the other hand the Bill is refer- 
red to a Select Committee, we shall have ample opportunity, and that 
will he the proper time, for discussing these provisions. For this 
reason I abstain myself from discussing them. 

Mr. MAMBUBUL HUQ: We have met here to discuss the Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Bill which is of vital importance for adequately 
safeguardi ng the interests of the poor tenants. When the Permanent 
Settlement came into existence in this land, at that time the country 
was in a chaotic condition and the Settlement took place between the 
power which was then in existence and the samindars, and the poor 
raiyats — the dumb millions— could not send their representatives and 
whatever decision was arrived at it was an ex yarte derision — the inter- 
ests of the poor raiyate being totally thrown to the background. Ho- 
body was there to safeguard the interests of the poor raiyafa. Such is 
the history under which the Permanent Settlement came into being 

e 
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*i ^ whatever Jaw or enactment, took plfce, of course % ppor ^a# 
npwmntitma ype canyicwy by thfir absence from thf deliber*-. 
tioi^ in the Council Chamber. Therefore^ alter fo^r decades, labouxv 
inj under many disadvantages and debilities the poor raiyats through 
their representatives in this Council Chamber are (n pl ngg forward far 
a golden opportunity for having their grievances redressed, and it % 
for us to see that their interests are adequately and properly safeguard- 
ed in the new amending Bill. Wfiateyer improvement ufe suggest for 
the betterment of the poor raiyats that is naturally looked upon with 
some amount of suspicion by the samiudars as if it is an invasion upoq 
their vested interests. Therefore, we the representatives pf the people 
in this Council Chamber should first of all look to the interest* of the 
raiyats because they outnumber the samindars, whose number may be 
counted on fingers’ ends. We must loo^ to tfie interests of the raiyats 
on this principle — the greatest good to the greatest number, There r 
fore. Sir, now that an opportunity has presented itself we should utilise 
it for seeing that the many disabilities under which the raiyats are 
labouring should be removed and adequate provision made in the Bill 
foy this purpose. These are a^l the observations that I should like ta 
make at the present moment. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I think the general provisions of the Bill have 
been sufficiently discussed. I now call upon the movers of the amend- 
ments, who want the Bill to be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
public opinion, to speak 

I now call upon Shah Syed Emdadul Haq to move his motion. 

•HAM 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved by way of amendment that 
the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by 
the lbth January, 1926. 

He spoke in Bengali. The English translation of which is given 
below: — 

I have pointed out some of the fault* of the Tenancy Apt Amend- 
ment Bill which though it purports tp improve the position of tl*e 
tenure-holding raiyats is not really calculated to benefit them. The 
dfpls with a subject in which almost all spKn in Bengal have an 
iptyreftt, and as Buch it ought to have been refeired to the Select Com- 
mittee after consulting the constituents. As we have seen, even my 
Bill relating to the Muhammadan marriage registration, which was an 
insignificant affair in comparison with the present Bill, was not 
referred to a Select Committee, but reserved for reference to a special 
committee ip consequence of opinions expressed on it. 

It might he said by Government that a great deal of opinion with 
regard to the $iU was received whan it was being drafted by the com- 
mit!?*. I admit it. h myself sent a separate opinion we it a*4 
ascertained in reply to a question to the Government member that 





Mifci n 

many of va&m witfc regard fp it bndteea received. ' Be* tkedrrtt of 
the preeenflJteU and the draft under the coxuidwati^^^ ^ 
are not idlpkical in content and opinion was expressed on it simply as 
a draft in f g^parf|ion, without any thought that the mm wan gbing 
to be introduced ip the Council. When it has bean brought before 
the Council! special opinion with regard to it should have been taken. 
It may be further urged by Government that the Select Committee will 
consult the opinions already received. But the old draft has not been 
retained; moreover, fresh opinion might be expected in consequence 
of longer acquaintance with the problem. What is the object of such 
precipitancy? Government may easily get it passed in next February 
or March if they want to do so. 

I have heard a gentleman coining from the same class from which 
I come, express the opinion that this Bill safeguards the interests of 
the landlords and it being now the golden opportunity for passing laws 
advantageous to the landlords, no time Should be lost in getting the 
Bill passed and that my motion was improper. Public opinion wants 
that the Bill should be circulated for opinion and I am bound to 
express the truth about it, although the majority of the members are 
against such a proposal. 

Further, the personnel of the Select Committee is also a matter 
for consideration ; as we find that the agriculturists are very insufiU 
ciently represented on it. This topic may appear to be irrelevant in 
this connection, though it is not really so, but I shall deal at large 
with it, when the subject comes up for discussion. 

In conclusion, I submit that the foundation of the Bill is weak and 
as such no hope of permanent benefit can be built up on it and it 
ought not to he referred to the Select Committee. 

Bflbu AMULYA DHOMI ADDYl I beg to move by way of amend* 
ment that the Bill he circulated for the purpose of eliciting public 
opinion thereon within one month of the passing of this motion in 
Council. 

It appears from the speech delivered by the previous speaker, Shah 
Syed Emdadul Haq, that he also is in favour of the Bill being circu- 
lated to the public for eliciting public opinion, but there is this 
difference between bis motion and that of mine—that whereas he wants 
to have the opinion of the public by the l&th January next, I ask for 
that opinion within one month from this date, namely, by the 3rd 
January next. There is another difference between his motion and 
tjnrt of mine. He opposes the reference of thp J}$ tg a Select Com- 
mittee while I, on the contrary, support it. My object, Sir, is to be 
favoured with public opinion on this matter before the RH is taken 
into consideration by the Select Cqmmitt^e. 

Up. WtMMtlMTl Ten are moving an amendment which i$ again** 

the motion of referring the Bill to a Select Committee. 

6a 
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Mm AMULYA DHONE ADOYl I am moving it M a rider. 

Mr. MtEEIDENTl Then I am afraid you are out of order. 

Mm AMULYA DHONE ADDYS If that be the case I will move 
my amendment as it is. Sir, I have gone through the provisions of 
the Bill and I have heard the speeches delivered by some members of 
the Council. It appears that some are of opinion that the tenants will 
not be benefited by this Bill, while others are reported to have said 
that the landlords will not be benefited thereby. My humble submis- 
sion is that if we are to amend the Bengal Tenancy Act we must have 
such a Bill the provisions of which should benefit not only the tenants 
but the landlords as well. I agree with some members of the Council 
who are advocates of the poor raiyats and think that they should be 
allowed to excavate tanks and erect buildings in their holdings even 
without the permission of their landlords. At the same time I am 
strongly of opinion that the tdhants should not be allowed to take undue 
advantage of the landlords. The landlords should be allowed to 
oharge a fair and equitable rent on their tenants for the occupation of 
their holdings. That is the reason why I beg to submit that we should 
in this matter be guided by public opinion. 

Sir, it has been said that Government have decided that this Bill 
will be taken into consideration in the February session of the Council. 
I beg to submit that if my suggestion is accepted it will not stand in 
the way of Government’s doing so, because we can then have the 
opinion within one month from now, and after that it may be referred 
to a Select Committee. It has been said that in the year 1923 a very 
large body of opinion was asked for and collected and it was taken 
into consideration by a Special Committee referred to in the Statement 
of Objects and Reasons. It has also been admitted by the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Bill that some modifications have been made 
in the present Bill since then. I beg to submit that these modifications 
are material and that is why I am strongly of opinion that the Bill 
should be circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon. With these 
remarks I beg to move the amendment which stands to my name. 

The following motion standing in the name of Babu Satya Kishore 
Banerjee was called but not moved : — 

11 That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon before the next session of the Bengal Legislative 
Council ”, 

Maulvi TAYEBUDDIN AHMEDS May I be allowed to speak, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT I I think you have already spoken once before. 

Maulvi TAYEBUDDIN AHMED t I do not want to make a general 
speech but as an amendment has been moved, I am going to oppose 

K* 
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Mr. HhlilOINTj In that cm yon ahouktnothave spoketo on the 
general piPiiions of the Bill. I should draw your attention to what 
I said previously that those members who wished to speak on the 
amendments as well as on the general provisions of the Bill should have 
reserved their speeches till the amendments are called. You cannot 
be allowed to make two speeches on one debate. 

Khan Bahadur MAULVI AlOUS SALAMs 1 oppose the motion of 
my friend, Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, in which he asks that the Bill 
be circulated for eliciting public opinion. Sir, this Bill has been 
hanging fire for the last three or four years and it was once referred 
to a Select Committee in a previous session of the Council and the 
Select Committee amended the Bill and it was published but no action 
was taken by Government. Since then the members of this House 
have again and again asked Government* for the introduction of this 
Bill and also why it was being shelved, and now that the Bill has been 
introduced in the Council the same plea has Wen taken that the Bill 
should be republished and circulated among the public for their opinion. 
If this be done the result will be that the Bill will W moving in a vicious 
circle. The public w’ould suggest some change in the Bill and the 
Select Committee would also effect some changes, and when it was ready 
for discussion some memWrs would perhaps get up in their seats and ask 
for fresh opinion of the public ! So that there would W no finality and 
the thing would go on for another lifetime of the Council. Therefore, 
I most strongly oppose the motion for circ ulation in order to elicit public 
opinion. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: Is it your ruling that those memWrs who 
have once spoken on the general provisions of the Bill should not be 
allowed to speak on the amendments thereto, although the amendments 
are quite separate things? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is like this: I pointed out to the hon’ble 
members before I called upon the Hon’ble the Maharaja to move his 
substantive motion that the members who wanted to speak on the general 
provisions of the Bill as well as on the amendments — I referred to the 
amendments now under discussion— should reserve their speeches till 
the amendments were called. After hearing that from me I do not 
think a member who has spoken already on the general principles of 
the Bill should claim to have a double hearing of the House. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: May I point out to you, Sir, that I did 
not request you to direct me to speak on the general discussion of the 
Bill, but you have done so on your own accord, I do not think it will 
be fair to stop me from speaking on such an important amendment. 

Mr# PRESIDENT: I am afraid I cannot allow yon to speak again 
on this motion. 
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Or. H. W. ft* MOHiNOl May I be permitted fc tfiltwo 

amendments of Balm Amnlya Dhone Addy and Shah Syed Etndadul 
Haq, for the circulation of this Bill in coder to elicit public opinioh 
thereon P We hare been told that the Bill has been over two years 
before the public: we hare also been told that the Bill his already 
been circulated for public opinion in Bengal, and that these public 
opinions are with the Government. The time has now come for definite 
action. There is an outcry all round Bengal for doing something real 
for the welfare of the tenants. To cast this matter back once more to 
the public will only be another way of deferring matters. 
Some have said that the tenants hive not really been benefited; while 
others have said that the landlords have not been benefited; but all this 
I think can be very adequately decided in the committee that will be 
formed. These are matters which do not really justify the circulation 
of the Bill for public Opinion; on the contrary, they are such as can 
very properly be decided in the committee stage. I, therefore, with 
the greatest emphasis say that while every body has been crying out 
for something to be done for the tenants we should not endeavour to 
postpone matters to another session. I hold that action, immediate 
action, should be taken in the matter. 

Thu Hon’blt Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: The discussion on this subject has been interesting and fruit- 
ful of suggestions in proportion to the importance of the subject, but 
necessarily very diverse on account of its controversial nature. Borne 
members have contended that the present proposals will lead to litiga- 
tion. If they merit this reproach, then it will be for the members of 
the Select Committee and for the Council to remove it. I cannot help, 
however, drawing attention to the three main principles which however 
have been kept in view aud in which the Select Committee has striven 
to prevent this. First and foremost, the main principle regarding 
“ transferability ” has been adopted with a view to avoiding the large 
mass of litigation- direct and indirect — there is already on the subject. 
8efcond, the word “ custom ”, that fruitful source of litigation, has 
been removed as far as possible from the Act. And thirdly, the pro- 
posals in the Bill preserve one cardinal principle of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act, that a tenant should not he worried by the multiplicity of suits by 
different co-sharers or joint landlords. So, I do not think that there 
is very great fear of increasing litigation ; if there is, I suggest that 
it is for the Select Committee to try and remove it, as far as possible. 
Government rely very much on this Council for a proper solution of 
this problem, and therefore it is up to this Council to improve on the 
proposals. I would repeat that we have made an honest attempt to 
solve the problems. 

Now, amendments have been moved by my friends, Shah Syed 
Emdadul Haq and Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, for circulation of the 
Bill for eliciting public opinion. My answer to the amendments is 
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**&& The Bill is substantially that framed by 'tbV 

There is ajlreat lfcass of public opinion already collected on the Com- 
mittee’s ftl! and here is this formidable mass— (the Hon 'We Member 
exhibited the volume). They are being put in order for the use of 
the Select Committee who will receive — 

(/) copies of the Committtee’s report and the Bills 

( 2 ) copies of the printed opinions on it ; hhd 

(J) copies of broad-sheets containing the Government Sill, cltbse 
by clause, the corresponding clause of the Committee's Bill 
and the opinions thereon. 

We hare, however, had more than enough of writing on the subject, 
and the time has now come for a round-table discussion by a Meet Com- 
mittee of this Council. All this I, however, made absolutely clear 
in my opening speech. I therefore oppose these amendments. 

Mr, PRESIDENTS The question before the House is that the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1925, be referred to a Meet Com- 
mittee consisting of Sir Provash Chunder Mitter, Raja Manmatha Nath 
Ray Chaudhuri of Santosh, Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Cbau- 
dhuri, Khan Bahadur, Rai Satyendra Nath Roy Chaudhuri Bahadur, 
Maulvi Rajib Uddin Tarafdar, Babu Jogindra Chandra Chakravarti, 
Maulvi Basar Muhammad, Maulvi Asimuddin Ahamad, Mr. J. M. Sen 
Gupta, Mr. Nirmal Chunder Chunder, Babu Akhil Chandra Delta, Rai 
Harendranath Chaudhuri, Mr. W. L. Travers, Maulvi A. K. Faul- 
ul Huq, Mr. M. C. McAlpin, Mr. H. C. Liddell, Khan Bahadur 
M. A. Momen, Mr. W. S. Hopkyns and the Hon’ble Maharaja Bahh- 
dur of Nadia, with instructions to submit their report in time for its 
consideration in Council in the February session of the Bengal Legis- 
lative Council, and that the number of members whose presence shall 
be necessary to constitute a quorum shall be five. 

To this, the following amendment has been moved, namely: — 

That the Bill be circulated for the puri»ose of eliciting opinion there- 
on by the 15th January, 1926. 

The question I have to put is that that amendment be made. 

On declaring that the (t ayes " had it, Shah Syed Emdadul Haq 
asked for a division. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Will the hon’ble members, who have qlahned 
a division against my direction, kindly rise in their places P 

The Secretary will please take down the names of the members who 
are opposed to the motion. 

* Shah Syed Emdadul Haq only rose. 

Hie motion wee declared to be lost. 



n wvmmmv m [3» »■*. 

Mr# PRESIDENT: I will now take up the next part of the original 
motion. I ought to point out that the motion of Babu Araulya phone 
Addy being almost identical with the motion just disposed of f that 
motion will be deemed to be withdrawn. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: I rise to a point of order. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I would refer you to Standing Orders Nos. 32 
and 33. Standing Order 32 says that a motion must not raise a question 
substantially identical with the one on which the Council has given a 
decision in the same session. Order 33 says that where substantially 
identical motions stand in the names of two or more memtJfers, the 
President shall decide whose motion shall be moved, and the other 
motions shall thereupon be deemed to be withdrawn. Before you ques- 
tion any ruling of the President, it is only fair at least to the President, 
that you should yourself study the rules. I now take up the next part 
of the question, namely, the personnel of the Select Committee. 

MftUlvi EKRAMUL HUQ: I beg to move that in the motion of the 
Hon'ble Maharaja Bahadur, of Nadia after Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, the 
following be inserted, namely: — 

Babu Hemanta Kumar Sarkar. 

Shah Syed Emdadul Haq. 

Maulvi Zannoor Ahmed. 

Maulvi Ekramul Huq. 

Sir, when I looked into the original motion moved by the Hon'ble 
Member for Government I was disposed to congratulate my Swarajist 
friends for being the most successful wooers, for I could immediately 
guess that they have been able to catch the eye of the Hon’ble Member 
to such an extent that they were able to put in as many persons of their 
party as they liked. It might also be, Sir, that the Hon’ble Member 
himself wanted the Swarajist sympathy in pushing the amended Act 
through the Council for being himself a representative of the zemindars 
and one of the biggest landlords himself, it was to his interest to secure as 
much benefit to his class as possible. 

Rli HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I rise to a point of order. 
Is Maulvi Ekramul Huq entitled to make such reflections on the Hon’ble 
Member in charge his personal position and status as a zemindar ? 

Mr t PRESIDENTS I did not hear to what Maulvi Ekramul Huq 
aaid. But if he did say anything objectionable, I think, the Maharaja 
Bahadur himself would have taken objection. 

MmiIuI EKRAMUL HUQ: The Select Committee which ia proposed 
by Government consist of the biggest zemindars and landlords of the 
province and it is to their interest that the Tenancy Bill as placed 
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before ike Cofg^il be passed into law. It benefits them to the greatest 
extent. Thia jftll that the Government has brought before this Council 
aims to lay the axe at the root of the prosperity of the tenantry of thi* 
province. Besides, Sir Provash Chunder M it ter, Baja Manmatha Nath 
Bay Chaudhuri* Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri and Rai 
Satyendra Nath Boy Chaudhuri Bahadur there are others who belong 
to the semindar class. Was it not right for Government, if they had 
the least grain of common sense, to see that the representatives of thw 
people were also represented in the Select Committee? Regarding the 
Muhammadan members Maulvi Rajib Uddin Tarafdar, Maulvi Basar 
Muhammad and Maulvi Asimuddin Ahmad, I have nothing to say; but 
was it not the duty of the Hon’ble Member to see that the other mem- 
bers of this Council who have taken continued interest in the framing 
of a law for the tenantry since the formation of the First Reformed' 
Council were represented in the Select Committee? I do not understand 
what made the Hon’ble Member to keep them out. Was it because 
he was asked to do sc* by some party or some cemindars? I understand 1 
that he did consult the leaders of a particular party. I am afraid, Sir, 
this was a thing which the Member for Government ought to have re- 
frained from doing and particularly when the Government w out to do* 
good to the people in general why should the Hon'ble Member for 
Government go to the Swaraj party alone for opinion and why should 
he take the greatest possible pain to insert their names only. Is it not 
a known fact that it was at the instance of the Swarajists that he very 
unwisely had to put off this Bill? He himself admitted before! somr 
of the members that the Swarajya leaders and he were of opinion that 
it was not the opportune time to bring in the Bill and so the Bill was 
not brought before the Council though I and other members persistently 
prayed for it. 

We, members of the Council, even of the first Reformed Council^ 
insisted that Government should immediately bring in a Tenancy 
Amendment Bill. Government did not listen to us then. The present 
Council was begun more than two years ago and since then we have been 
persistently asking Government to bring in an amending measure. The 
Hon’ble Member ought to have done it before. Did he not know that 
by delaying the measure, he was allowing sufficient time to the land- 
lords to try to take all the advantages over the tenants and to make 
the amendments a nullity? He did know it but he was sleeping over 
the matter which was of vital interest to the masses. It was a very 
reprehensible act when the people at large depend on Government for 
protection. Government should not allow themselves to he so pliable 
as to keep away a beneficial measure from operation. They should 
remember that that does not create confidence in the minds of the peoplw 
who would think that Government even though they had the power to* 
do good to them, had not the courage to introduce a Bill at the proper 
time because they were too weak-kneed. 
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*s rtfgw§i to* onttstititioh of the Mm Commits Was H not 
tiitfnitynl Government, when this unending Bill W*s ihtrodnteed, to get 
nfetoe men In the Committee who could ventilate toe wie#B of the tonin- 
m yt EVen If they Were not told so they of their own accord ought to 
ItoVe brought in the right per sene. The Hon’ble Member lims chosen 
tpersohs for the committee who do not khoW English. 

Mr. PftiilDfiNTi Mr. Haq* you are not moving an amendment for 
the omission of certain names from the personnel of the Meet Com- 
mittee. In that case I do not think it is proper for you to tefer to any 
individual member of the proposed committee who do not know English. 

Maulvi EKhAMUL WJQi Sir, my submission is this : The Tenancy 
Act will be enacted in the English language and the members who will 
(consider the Bill should jtnow the language. I do not mean any 
TCflection to any member. I do not object to this man or that man. 
All I want to say is that there should be right persons in the committee 
■who would know the import of English words and would at the same 
lime represent the cause of the tenantry. 

Sir, are we to understand that this Government is not a Government 
If or the people? Are we to understand that this reform is nothing but 
m sham and that the Viceroy . 

Mr. PltlESIDENTl Mr. Huq, you need not bring in these larger 
issues. Please confine yourself to your amendment. 

tauMfcKRAMULHUQ: I submit that it is high time that Govern- 
ment should know that Government ought to be for the people and not 
lor any particular class. Sir, I have suggested a few names. I do not 
'.say that these particular persons you ought to take. Take anyone who 
cbuld properly represent the tenants. All I say is that there should have 
IWen fn the committee men who would represent the views of the tenan- 
try. The Hon’ble Member’s action was quite reprehensible in this 
matter. He has been in the Council and he knows what people are 
faking interest in the tenants’ cause. And yet he has managed to keep 
ihe tenants’ representatives out. This action will be misunderstood by 
tb* people end they will think that Government are in league with 
persons who do not want to give the tenants their rights. That is a 
■position which Government should always refrain from occupying. 
’CtoverAment should always let the people know that Government existed 
for them and them only. You have so far given the people to under- 
stand that you exist for a particular class. But if you want to pre- 
-iOrve your name, if you want to preserve your fame for justice and fair 
Stealing you must make it known that you do not favour a particular 
class. It is necessary . for your safety and the safety of my country. 
$ir, I only hope that the Hon’ble Member in charge would see his way 
to take in more persons in the comfnittee who Would represent toe Interest 
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el tfcfc tie itotCblfc Member might object atffcg till the 

committee WfcdW tfcten be unwieldy. I submit, Sir, that in the Hirst place 
he ought to b#e made a proper selection. In the second place, t *ould 
point oht that the Select Committee on the Howrah Bridge which had 
interest only for a Section of the community, consisted of 25 persons. 
So it is no ttSe saying that the Hon’ble Member would not take any 
more persons in the Committee. The Select Committee is formed with 
a view to elicit the opinion of the members, who have knowledge and 
represent the views of the people affected. If that be the view then 
I submit that a few more persons should be taken in this committee in 
which there is absolutely no one to represent the views of the tenantry. 
If the Hon’ble Member has committed one mistake, I think he should 
refrain from committing another. But I am afraid he is adamant. It 
may be' in the interest of Government as now exist and it may be in the 
interest of a particular party to keep out certain persons. I beg to point 
out that the first name in my amendment is that of Babu Hemanta 
Kumar Sarkar who belongs to a party to which I do not belong. He is 
a gentlemen who has been returned from Nadia and the Hon’ble 
Maharaja Bahadur knows that he defeated a most influential zemindar 
of the district. So it is fact that the tenantry of that place did not 
want the zemindar to represent them. He is u person who can really be 
thought to represent the views of the tenants. As I have said he 
belongs to the opposite camp but he represents the tenants. The next 
name is that of Shah Syed Emdadul Haq who although he is a zemindar 
himself takes a great interest in the affairs of the tenants and he has 
moved resolution* in this House suggesting remedial measures to allevi- 
ate the lot of tenants. The next name is that of Moulvi Xannoor 
Ahmed and the last name is that of mine but about myself I would 
say nothing except one word. 

[Here the member reached his time-limit but he was allowed by the 

Hon’ble the President to proceed.] 

• 

It may be urged that I was in the Revenue Standing Committee but 
I resigned from there. Yes, I served in the Land Revenue Committee 
for five years and I resigned when I saw that Government was 
not willing at that time to introduce the Tenancy Amendment Bill. 

I resigned as a protest and I said so in my letter, thereby drawing the 
attention of Government, that they were acting most unfairly and un- 
justly towards the tenantry of Bengal and through bad Council they were 
playing into the hands of the enemies of my country. 

Mr. PRKSIttkNtt Amendment standing in the name of Shah 
Syed Emdadul Haq. 

With respect to amendments proposing new names for the Select 
Committee I have ruled that such amendments are liable to be ruled 
out unless the consent of the members proposed had previously been 
obtained and an intimation to that effect had been sent to the Ssfetetary 
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to the Council. Thu ruling was brought to the notice of the members 
by the Secretary to the Council and I find that in ibis particular case, 
Shah Sahib, you have not compiled with the ruling and \ therefore 
take it that you have not secured the previous consent of the members 
whom you propose for the Select Committee. [Pause.] I therefore 
consider that this is a frivolous amendment and I rule it out of order. 
The following amendments were then ruled out of order: — 

•HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ to move that in the motion of 
Hon'ble Maharaja Bahadur, of Nadia, after Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, the 
following be inserted, namely: — 

44 Maulvi Ekramul Huq, 

Babu Hemanta Kumar Sarkar, 

Shah Syed Eradadul Hnq.” 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI, Babu NACENDRA NARAYAN 
RAY and Maulvi AFTAB H088AIN JOARDAR to move that in 
the motion of Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur, of Nadia, after Mr. W. S. 
Hopkyns, the following be inserted, namely: — 

“ Babu Hemanta Kumar Sarkar.* * 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA to move that in the motion of 
Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur, of Nadia, after Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, the 
following he inserted, namely: — 

44 Shah Syed Emdudul Haq.” 

Babu KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY and Maulvi ABDUL 
QUADER to move that in the motion of Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur, 
of Nadia, after Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, the following be inserted, 
namely : — 

44 Maulvi Zannoor Ahmed.” 

Rai Bahib PANCHANAN BARMA to move that in the motion of 
Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur, of Nadia, after Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, the 
following be inserted, namely: — 

44 Maulvi Ekramul Huq.” 

Babu ABANIBH CHANDRA RAY to move that in the motion of 
Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia, after Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, the 
following be inserted, namely: — 

44 Maulvi Wahed Hossain, 

Babu Hemanta Kumar Sarkar.” 

The following amendment was called but not moved: — 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA to move that in the motion 

of the Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia, after Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, 
the following be inserted, namely*. — 

Mr. Byomkea Chakra varti, 

Maulvi Wahed Hossain. 
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Mr. BB40f XRIiHNA MU: With, regard to your ruling may I 
submit one wcgp^o! explanation ? I am not going to move my amend- 
ment but witbj|egard to your ruling, you wjll pardon my saying ao— 
it is not absolutely correct to say that the Secretary has written to us 
saying that your order must be complied with and that a notice of 
consent should be sent to the Secretary: I have got the letter with me 
here and it says that my amendment is liable to be ruled out unless 
I had obtained permission of the members whose names I propose. 
The letter does not intimate to me that this fact should also be com- 
municated to the Secretary. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sorry there has been a misunderstand- 
ing; but whether you have informed the Secretary is not really the 
point. The real point is whether you have obtained the written con- 
sent of the members. In case you have got that consent T am prepared 
to allow you to move your amendment. 

Mr. BEJOY KRISHNA B08E: 1 do not want to move my amendment 
but with regard to your ruling it may be that some of those who have 
tabled their amendments could have moved them if this fact were 
known. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think I have made the position quite clear 
now. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: I move that in the motion of the Hon’ble 
Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia, after Mr. W. S. Ilopkyns the following Ik* 
inserted, namely: — 

Maulvi Wahed Hossain. 

Sir, with regard to your ruling as to the previous consent of mem- 
bers. I may say that I have already received Maulvi Wahed Hossain’ s 
consent to serve on this committee and therefore I have great pleasure 
iu moving my amendment. In Maulvi Wahed Hossain we have a 
gentleman who can fully represent the views of the tenants and in 
whose hands their rights will be amply safeguarded. 

The following amendment was called but not moved : — 

Mr. MAHBUBUL HUQs That in item No. 7, after Mr. W. S. 
Hopkyns, the following be inserted, namely:— 

Babu A banish Chandra Hay, 

Babu Hemanta Kumar Sarkar, 

Maulvi Wahed Hossain, 

Dr, H. W. B. Moreno, 

Mr. M. Baud, 

Mr. Mahbubul Huq. 
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MmM NM. AMUt JtfMAR PAHLOWAR to move tbft 
the motion of the Hon’ble 'Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia after |tr. W. 
Hhpkyttt, the following he inserted, namely : — 

Babu Hemanta £umar Sarkar, 

Mr. K. 0. Ray Chaudhuri, 

Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubbar Pahlowan. 

The following amendments were called but not moved: — 

MM* fQCINDRA C MAMMA GHAKRAVART! to move that hi 
the motion of the Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia after Mr. W. S. 
Hopkyna, the following be inserted, namely: — 

Babu Hemanta Kumar Sarkar, 

Mr. D. N. Roy, 

Maulvi Kader Baksh. 

Maulvi WAHED HOGSAIN to move that in the motion of th# 
Hon'ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia after Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, the 
following be inserted, namely: — 

Babu Hemanta Kumar Sarkar, 

, • ' t 

Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, 

Dr. H. W. B. Moreno. 

Mni AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Sir, may I move the motion 
etan^* 11 ? Ui the name of Maulvi Wabed Hossain? 

Mr. PREGiBEttTt No, yoq cannot. 

Tfce following an^ndments were called but not moved :-r- 

•ahu RRMY MRiGMMA 1ME to move that in the motion of 
the Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia, after Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, 
the following be inserted, namely:— 

Maulvi Ekramul Hu<*, 

Babu Jogendra Nath Mitra. 

Mr. H. t. IUHRAWARDY to move that in the motion of the 
Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia* after Mr. W. S. Bopkyatt the 
following be inserted, namely : — 

Mr. Byomkes Chakravarti. 

Mr. N. C. Sen, ; : 

Dr. A Suhrawardy. 


s»,r 


•HR*** MjjlilMIA HORUg to mipe that in the aotion of 4be» 
Hon’ble Mah^ja Bahadur of Ifadia, after Mr. ML &> Hopkyas, th* 
following be inserted, namely:— 

Maulvi Abidur Raschid Khan,. 

Maulvi MS. Nurul Huq Chaudhury r 
Maulvi Waked Hossain, 

Maulvi Sayedul Hoque. 

Maulvi ABOUR RAtOHID KHAN to move that in the motion of thr 
Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadiav after Mr. W. Si Hopkynu, th* 
following be inserted, namely: — 

Maulvi Abdur Raschid Khan^, 

Maulvi Wahed Hoesain, 

Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq Chaudhury, 

Maulvi Kader Baksh. 

Maulvi SAYY1D SULTAN ALI: Sir, I do not think I can add 

anything to what has already been said by my hon’ble friend Mauhr* 
Ekramul Huq, so I simply move the amendment which stands in myr 
name : — 

That in the motion of the Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia* 
after Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, the following be inserted, namely :rr- 

Mr. Syed M. Masih, 

Maulvi Tayebuddin Ahmed,. 

Maulvi Ekramul Huq, 

Mr. M. Hand, 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Musharraf Hoesain,- 
Maulvi Sayyed Sultan AH. 

Tl\e following motion was called’ but not* mtrvecT:— 

VMni iURiNORA NATH NAY to move that in the motion of tha* 
Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia, after Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, tbar 
following be inserted, namely ; — 

Rai Sahib Panchanan Banna, , 

Baku Satya Ki shore Banerjaa. 

|Mni NAQENDRA KARAT AN RA TV Sir, I ri# to move %t in 
the motion of the Hobble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia after Mr. W. fiU 
Hojpkyns, the following be inaartocl, namely :«*— 

Rai Sahib Panchanan Bans.. 


Sir, in moving tbit amendmat I 'aritf 
ihe question of the amendment *>f the Bengal Tenancy ^eteverysbred 
«of interest of the people aifeoted by that Act riiotild*be 
represented on the Select Committee for the consideration of the BUI 
€n question. If the interest 'of Some class of people is not adequately 
Te presented their interest may not receive due consideration in formu- 
lating land laws. It is, therefore, extremely necessary that every class * 
of the people governed by that Act should have due representation on* 
the Committee for the consideration of this important piece of legis-’ 
lation. Now, Sir, as regards the member for the inclusion of whose 
name in the Select Committee I move this resolution, I beg to say that 
lie has been working among the peasants of North Bengal for sognto 
.years and through his work amongst them he has gained considerable 
experience as to the requirements of those people. Further, he served 
on the Select Committee for the amendment of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act in the last Council and has thereby acquired large experience in this 
idirection. Lastly, as he is sufficiently acquainted with the local con- 
ditions and customs of North Bengal his inclusion in the Select Com- 
mittee would safeguard the interest of the tenants of that part of the 
province. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDYS I have much pleasure in second- 
ing this amendment. The total number of members which has been 
suggested by the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill is 19, and, Sir, 
you have been kind enough to suggest that the number of members of 
the Select Committee can be increased by 6. Therefore, Sir, as this 
•suggestion is to have one additional member, I do not think there can 
he any objection to it. We all know that in the case of the Howrah 
Bridge Bill the total number of members of the Select Committee is 23 
and therefore having regard to the important matters which have been 
embodied in this Bill I do not think that a committee of 20 members 
would be an unworkable one. Sir, I take this opportunity of stating 
that instead of selection, the procedure of election ought to have been 
introduced, because, as it appears from the several amendments which 
appear in the List of Business, a large number of members of this 
Council do not appear to be satisfied with the composition of the Select 
Committee. They want election and not selection. However, having 
regard to the fact that Bai Sahib Panchanan Banna has g r e a t expert- 
once in the matter — he having served on the Special Committee on the 
Bill — and having regard to the fact that he has intimate knowledge 
about the relationship between landlords and tenants in the district of 
Rangpur, and as it appears that he is not an advocate of the tenants 
only but an advocate of justice, therefore, it is right and proper that 
he should be made a member of the Select Committee. I also take the 
opportunity of saying that the selection is not a happy one because the 
membeia of the Swaraj Party predominate in the committee. Their 


GOVHBHMSNrBILLB. 88 

object id not^io improve bat to obetnipt, I as a member of the non- 
Moslem Libept Party, whose object is to improve the present system 
of Goverameitt, beg to protest against this as the claims of my Party 
have been igiloied since only 2 members of r t]iat Party have been selected, 

Maulvi KADER BAK8H: Will you allow any observations to be 
made regarding the constitution of the Select Committee? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Certainly. 

Matlfvi KADER EAK8H: If the object of the amendment is to 
safeguard the interests of both the tenant and the zemindar, certainly, 
X beg to submit that the constitution should have been otherwise. The 
Hon’ble Member in charge should have taken into consideration the 
names of persons who have been taking keen interest in matters of this 
kind. Now, there is another point and that is it should not be made a 
party question — the Bengal Tenancy Act uffects the tenant class and 
also the zemindar class and that is the reason why it should not be made 
a party question. Now you will find from the names of the persons, as 
given in the motion itself, that at least 12 of them come from the 
zemindar class and only 7 from the tenant class. Sir, it is not desirable 
that the zemindars should preponderate over the tenants. After what 
Maulvi Ekramul Huq has said on this point there remain very few 
things to be said, but my submission to the Maharaja Bahadur is that 
lie should take into consideration the names of those members who have 
been taking keen interest regarding this question of relationship between 
tenants and zemindars. The Maharaja Bahadur should also take into 
consideration the fact that the amendment of thus Act should have been 
enacted more for the benefit of the masses than of the classes. Because, 
Sir, there is the well-known maxim — greatest good to the greatest 
number. If, the tenants are greater in number their interests should 
certainly lie kept in view. Now, the Maharaja should take into consi- 
deration how the interests of the greater number might best la* preserved 
and safeguarded, and therefore I most respect fully sumhit to him that 
he should add a few more names of persons who represent the tenant 
class. 

The Hoit’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur at 
Nadia: There has been a lot of discussion over this question and I 
have been myself the target of attacks . 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: I want to say one word before the 
maharaja speaks. In view of the request made to me by my friend, 
Maulvi Sultan Ali, I beg to withdraw my amendment. 

Tha Hon’Ma Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur ai 
Nadia: I am afraid that Maulvi Saheb is under a misapprehension i or, 
perhaps, because he has not been taken into the committee he is very 

7 
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angry, dui i mwi tell kun that the leader of the Party to wkick k® 
belongs was consulted by me and if his name had been suggested to me 
nobody would have been more pleased than myself to take him in the 
committee. There are already 19 members on that committee, and 
amendments have been moved for the addition of another 11 making in 
all 00. I am sure every one will admit that the present committee is 
already a big one and 29 is of course an impossible and unmanageable 
number. The Maulvi Saheb has compared the Select Committee of the 
Howrah Bridge Bill with that of the present Bill. Well, Sir, compari- 
son is always odious in many matters, but if comparison is to be made, 
and if due proportion is to be given then the whole House will 
sit on the committee on a matter of such momentous importance. 'mK 
that is not possible. The Select Committee, I may say, has been 
selected with very great cure. I invited the leaders and whips of the 
different principal parties and groups in the Council to meet me and to 
discuss the matter, and the constitution of the eommitte was determined 
in consultation with them. We decided to have an equal representation^ 
of landlords and tenants and representatives from the different parties 
with neutral views on the questions at issue. The result is that we have 
6 representatives of landholders, 5 of tenants, 5 of Government, and 4 
neutral representatives. It is a difficult proposition to find suitable 
tenants' representatives. Sir, the next election is not very far off and I 
am rather amused to find that all on a sudden a sense of patriotism has 
been aroused in many of the members. 

Maulvi 8AYYED SULTAN ALIS The next election is not the 
subject-matter of discussion. Is the Hon’ble Member in order in refer- 
ring to that ? 

The Hoifblf Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur at 
Nadia i It is difficult to get real representatives of the tenants, but 
Government have to make up for such deficiency by holding the balance. 
The representatives of the different political parties and Nationalists 
are also properly represented. I would just make a summary of how 
the committee is constituted. 

Mr. P. N. CUHAS You said that Government recognised no party, 
but to-day we have been hearing a lot about parties. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS That is not a point of order. I cannot speak on 
behalf of the Government. I am a non -official member like youraelf. 

The Htn’fele Meherefe KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur at 
Nadia I If Mr. Guha had been in my position he would not have raised 
this question. In the British Parliament there is a Standing Committee 
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for the selection of Select Committees. Here we have no such thing. 
Whenever a motion for a Select Committee is referred to somebody jumps 
np from one side of the House and somebody from another, like a jack-in- 
the-box, with suggestions for more names and it is very difficult, rather 
impossible, to please everybody and take up all the names suggested. 
So I think we have got to draw the line somewhere and having brought 
forward certain names after careful consideration, I think, we must 
stick to them as a matter of principle; and the name that have been 
brought forward have been selected after due consideration. The 
representatives of the different political parlies and Nationalists are 
U^prfbperly represented. We have 3 Independents, 4 Liberals, 6 
Wrarajists on the Committee of whom 8 are Hindus and 5 Muhammadans 
and 1 European, excluding the officials. I am sure the Council will 
consider this as satisfactory and recognize that due consideration has 
been given in the formation of the Select Committee. As matters stand, 
Abe Committee has the approval of Government and, I am led to believe, 
Brtte principal parties and groups in the House. Since all interested 
parties and groups have been fully represented in the Select Committee 
I have proposed, I do not see any point in increasing its size by the 
addition of further names. Further, it is already as lurge as cun be 
conveniently managed. In fact it may be attacked on the ground that 
it is almost too large for the free exchange of ideus at u round-table 
conference. I am, therefore, adverse to adding to its numbers and 
oppose all the amendments. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 undertaand that Maulvi Kkramul Huq wants 
to withdraw his motion. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: It may be added that I withdraw it in 
support of Maulvi Sayyed Sultan Ali’s motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There can be no conditional withdrawal. 

The following motion was then, by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn : — 


“ That in the motiou of the Hon’ble M aha rum Bahadur of Nadia 
after Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, the following be inserted, 
namely : — 

Babu Hemanta Kumar Sarkar, 

Shah Syed Emdadul Haq, 

Maulvi Zannoor Ahmed, 

Maulvi Ekramul Huq” 

7a 
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'The following motion of Dr. H. W. B. Moreno wm then put and 
lost: — 

“ That in the motion of the Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia 
after Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, the following be inserted: — 

Maulvi Wahed Hossain.” 

The motion of Maulvi Sayyed Sultan Ali that in the motion of the 
Hon'ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia after Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, the 
following be inserted, namely: — Mr. Syed M. Masih, Maulvi Tayeb- 
uddin Ahmed, Maulvi Ekiaraul Huq, Mr. M. Baud, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi Musharrtif Hossain, Maulvi Sayyed Sultan Ali was then rat 
and a division taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 

Ahmad, Maulvi Tayabuddln.—— i Lai Mahammad, HaJI. 


AhtanuHah, Mallali. 

Arty, Khan Bahadur t. Mahbaab. 

All, Maulvi fayyad Sultan. 

Marma, Rat Sahib Fanahanan, 

Mae, Shah Sytd Cmdadul. 

NMialn, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Mutharruf. 
Hue, Maulvi Ekramui. 


Matlh, Mr. Syad M. 

Morvne, Or. H. W. M. 

Pahlawan, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jutotoar. *tM*> 
Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Ray, Mabu Nagtndra Narayan. 

Sarfcar, Maulvi Allah Bukhth. 
tan, Mr. N. C. 


Addamt-Wllllams, Mr. 0. 

Addy, Sabu Amulya Dhona. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Atlmuddln. 

Ahmad, Maulvi Najmuddln. 

Ahmad, Maulvi Zannaar. 

Bagahl, Sabu Ramat Ohandra. 

•anarjaa, Mr. A. 0. 

Baittrjtt, Ral Bahadur Abinath Chandra. 
Batu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Bast, tha Han'bla S. J. 

Blrity, Mr. L. 

Brtwna, Mr. F. H. 

Oampbtti, Mr. K. 

Chafcravartl, Babu Jaglndra Chandra. 
Chahravarty, Babu tudaraan. 

Obartrta, Mr. C. B. 

OhaudhuH, Maulvi Salyad Abdur Rab. 
Chaudhuri, Ral Harandranath. 

OhaudhuH, Nawab Bahadur Salyld Nawab 
AH, Khan Bahadur 
Caraaran, Mr. B. 

Oat, Babu oharu Chandra. 

Oatta, Babu AkMI Ohandra. 

Oa, Mr. K. C. 

May, Mr. 0. a 
DanaM, tha Han'bla Mr. 4 . 

Oaaa, Ral Bahadur FyaH Lai 
Outt, Mr. 0. S. 

Kddrt, Mr. B. «, a 
Oanguty, Babu K h a ia n dra Nath. 

Qhumavi, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad 
Khan. 

Oaada, Mr. B. W. 

Ouha, Mr. F. N. 

Haidar, Mr. B. N. 

Htftfd, Maja r Oana r al Rl a hard , 


Hapkynt, Mr. W. S. 

H attain, Maulvi Wahad. 

Huq, Mr. Mahbubul. 

Jannaway, Mr. 4 . H. 

Jaardar, Maulvi Aftab Hat tain. 

Khan, Maulvi Mahl Uddln. 

LlddalL Mr. H. C. 

Llndtay, Mr. 4 . H. 

Mahammad, Maulvi Batar. 

Malty, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Mltra, Babu Ja g an dra Nath. 

Mltttr, Sir Fravath Chundar. 

Margan, Mr. 0. 

Mumln, Khan Bahadur Md. AbduL 
Handy, Mabaraj Kumar Srrt Chandra. 
Naaci, Babu Manmahan. 

Rahim, tha Han'bla Sir Abdmts 
Rby, Babu Abanlth Chandra. 

Ray, tha Han'bla Maharaja Bahadur 
K tha un tali Ohandra. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Babu Satanwrteatl. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. Ktran tankar. 

Ray, Mr. B. N. 

Ray, Raja Mantlan Singh. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Ral Bahadur Sa lym d ra 
Nath. 

Sarkar, Babu NaRnlraajaa. 

San Oupta, Mr. A M. 

Stauhanaan, tha Han’bla Sir Hugh, • 
Tarafdar, Mautvt BaJM Odd*. 

Wtadhtad, Mr. 4 . A. 

Vatin, Maulvi Muhaauuad. 


The Ayes being 16 and the Noes 68, the motion was lost. 
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Th« motion of Babu Nagendra Narayan Ray that in th'e notion of 
the Hoa’ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia after Mr. W. 8, Hopkyna the' 
following be inserted, namely:— Rai Sahib Panchanan Banna was then 
put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYE*. 


Addy, Mu Antulya Odom. 

Ahmad, Mautvl Tayabuddln. 

Ahaaitullah, MaHah. 

A lay, Khan Bahadur «. Mahbaob. 

All, Mautvl Sayyad Sultan. 

Bantrjoo, Ral Madur Abinash Chandra. 
Barma, Ral Sahib Panohanan, 

Basu, Babu Oatindra Nath. 

Oat, Mu Charu Chandra. 

Oaat, seal Bahadur Pyarl Lai. 

Cuba, Mr. 9. N. 

Haq, Shah Syad Emdadul. 

Hatsaln, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Mutharruf. 


Hua, Maulvl SfcramuL 
Ui Mahammad, Halt. 

Matlh, Mr. Syad M. 

Mlttar, Sir Provaah Chundar. 

Merana, Or. H. W. B. 

Handy, Maharaj Kumar Srta Chandra. 
Pahlawan, Mautvl Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Ray, Babu Na«andra Narayan. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Ray, Raja Manllott Stash, 
tartar, Maulvl Adah Bufchth. 

San, Mr. N. C. 


NOES. 


Addams-Wllliams, Mr. C.. 

Ahamatf, Maulvl Atlmuddln. 

Ahmad, Maulvl Najmuddln. 

Ahmad, Maulvl Zannoor. 

Bagohl, Babu Romas Chandra. 

Banar>aa, Mr. A. C. 

Bast, tha Hon’bla S. J. 

Birtay, Mr. L. 

Browna, Mr. 9. H. 

Campbali, Mr. K. 

Chakravartl, Babu Joflndra Chandra. 
Chakravorty, Babu Sudarsan. 

Chartraa, Mr. C. B. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvl Salyad Abdur Rah. 
Chaudhuri, Ral Harandranath. 

Chaudhuri, Nawab Bahadur Saiyld Nawab 
AN, Khan Bahadur. 

Corooran, Mr. B 4. 

Oatta, Babu Ahhll Chandra. 

Do, Mr. K. C. - 
Day, Mr. CL Q. 

Donald, tha Mon'Wa Mr. * 

Butt, Mr. a S. 

CddU, Mr. B. C. 0. 

Parroator, Mr. J. Ca m p had. 

Qhuxnavl, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmod 
Khan. 

Oaada, Mr. S. w. 

Haidar, Mr. B. N. 

Haard, Major Oanaral fttohard, 

Mapfcyna, Mr. W. B. 

damos, sir. F. C. 


Jsnnanay, Mr. 4. H. 

Joardar, Mautvl Aftah Hossaln 
Khan. Maulvl Mahl Uddln. 

Liddsll, Mr. H. C. 

Lindsay, Mr. J. N. 

Mahammad, Maulvl Basar. 

Malty, Babu Mafisndra Nath. 

MoAlpln, Mr. M. C. 

Mltra, Babu Japandra Nath. 

Morgan, Nr. 0. 

Mumln, Khan Bahadur Md. Abdul. 

Hao*l, Babu Manmahan. 

Ouadar, Maulvl Abdul. 

Rahim, tha Man’Ma Sir Abd-ur*. 

Ray, Babu Abaniah Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Ray, tha Honbta Maharaja Bahadur 
Kthaunlth Ohandra. 

Ray, Babu SataawrlpatL 
Roy, Mr. a N. 

Roy, Mr. Klran Sanhar. 

Ray, Mr. S. N. 

Roy Choudhurt, Rai Bahadur Satyandra 
Nath. 

Sarhar, Babu Nadnlranjan. 

•asmai, Mr. B. M. 

San Gupta, Mr. 4. M. 

Snaith, Mr. 4. 9. 

S tap ha n aa n , tha HaTMa Sir Hush. 
Tarafdar, Maulvl Rajfb Uddht 
Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Waodhaad, Mr. d. A, 

Vasin, Mau l vl Mahsmmad. 


The Ayes being 25 and the Noes 62, the motion was lost. 



15 GOVEBNMEKT BILLS. [Ho D»c. 

•* 

Mr* fi N« CUHAS I beg to move that in the last line of the 
Bon’ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia's motion, for the word “ five ”, the 
word “ eleven ” be substituted. Sir, at this fag end of the day I do not 
want to inflict a speech. My reason for moving this resolution is that I 
find that 5 members of the Select Committee are Government officials— the 
Maharaja Bahadur, his Secretary, two special members taken for this 
purpose, and another gentleman. I do not think, that these five gentle- 
men if they sit together should decide any thing. I do not suggest for 
a moment that they will not invite other members, but on no account 
it should be possible for these five Government members to decide any 
thing with regard to this Bill. I have been told it is impossible to get 
eleven members together. What I beg to submit in this connection is 
this that the Maharaja Bahadur has said that he has taken good care 
to select members of the committee, but if, as he says, he has not found 
more than five members to form the quorum in an important matter like 
this, I do not think 1 can praise his choice. The reason for my motion 
that eleven should form the quorum and not five is that the Select Com- 
mittee may not be dominated by a Government majority. If the 
quorum remains at five, then the Government members will predomi- 
nate. That is why I have deliberately made this proposal to increase 
the number to eleven, so that Government will not he able to carry any 
thing they like. I am not a representative of the people — the represen- 
tatives of the people owe it to themselves to see that the whole thing is 
not left to the members of Government — a thing which is of vital 
importance to the people. 


Babtl NAUNIRANJAN BARKERS I formally move the motion 
standing in my name, that is, in the last line of the motion of the 
Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia, for the word “ five ”, the word 
“ nine ” be substituted. 


The Hotfblt the Meharaja KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
ef Nadias The usual quorum of a Select Committee is formed having 
regard to the percentage which a quorum of the Council, t.e. } 25 bears 
to the whole Council, viz., 140. In that view 5 is quite large enough. 
1 think 11 is too large, but I am not opposed to increasing the number 
from 6 to 9. I will accept therefore the amendment of Babu Nalini- 
ranjan Sarker, but oppose to the other. If members of this House antici- 
pate, as Mr. P, N. Guha does, that there might be a Government majority 
in the quorum, it is up to the members of the Council to see that all 
the members of the Select Committee attended, in which case there may 
he a majority against Government of 14 to 5. 

The motion of Mr. & N. Guha that in the last line of the motion 
of Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia for the word “ five ”, the word 
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“ eleven ” % substituted was then put and a division taken with the 
following remit : — 

AYES. 


Addy, Mm Amutya Miana. 

Ahamad, Mautel Atlmuddla. 

A h mad, Mautel Najmuddl n. 

Ah m a d, Mantel Tayatouddln. 

Ah mad , Mantel Zannaar. 

&toam>HaJt, MallaH. 

A lay, Khan Bahatfur S. Mahbaab. 

AM, Mantel Sayyad Sultan. 

•Wahls Babn Ramaa Chandra. 

Bakah« Mantel Kadar. 

Bantrjaa, Ral Bahadur Ablnath Chandra. 
Burma, Ral Sahib Panchanan- 
Basu, Baton Jatindra Nath. 

Bast, Babu Bajoy Krishna. 

Chakravartl, Babu daflndra Chandra. 
Chakravorty, Babu Sudaraan. 

Chaudhurl, Mautel Salyad Abdur Rab. 
Chaudhurl, Ral Harandranath. 

Chundar, Mr. Nlrrnal Chandra. 

Oaa, Babu Charu Chandra. 

Daa Gupta, Or. J. M. 

Oatta, Babu Akhll Chandra. 

Qafur, Mautel Abdul. 

Cuba, Mr. P. N. 

Haidar, Mr. S. N. 

Hoaaaln, Khan Bahadur Mautel Musharraf. 
H attain, Mautel Wahad. 


Hus, Mr. Mahbubul. 
dMrdar, Mantel Attah Haaaala. 

Khan, Mantel Main Uddtn. 

Ui Maha mmtd, Hail. 

Mahammad, Mantel Baaar. 

Malty, Baton M a h tn dr a Nath. 

Maslh, Mr. Syad M. 

Mltra, Baton datandra Nath. 

Millar, Sir Pravash Chundar. 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Srft Chandra. 
Hsagl, Babu Mt n mthta. 

Quadtr, Mautel AbduL 
Rahman, Mr. A. P. 

Ray, Baton Abanlah Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Nasandra Narayan. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Ray, Babu SataawrlpaU. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. Klran Sankar. 

Roy, Raja Manllall Slush. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Ral Bahadur Sat ya n dra 
Nath. 

•asmal, Mr. B. N. 

San, Mr. N. C. 

•«n Qupta, Mr. d. M. 

Tarafdar, Mautel Rajlb Uddtn. 

Vatin, Mautel Muhammad. 


NOES. 


Addama-Wllllamt, Mr. C. 

Banarjaa, Mr. A. C. 

Bast, tha Han’bta S. d. 

Blrtay, Mr. L. 
hum, Mr. P. H. 

CampbaR, Mr. K. 

Chartrass Mr. C. 8. 

Chaudhurl, Natrab Bahadur Salyid Naarab 
AH, Khan Bahadur. 

Garoaran, Mr. i. d. 

Ot, Mr. K. C. 

Oay, Mr. C. 0. 

Donald, tha Han'Ma Mr. d. 

Butt, Mr. 0. S. 

Iddte, Mr. B. t. 0. 

Parraatar, Mr. d. Ca mpbad . 

Ohuanavl, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abn Ahmad 
Khan. 

Oaada, Mr. S. W. 

Ha% Khan Bahadur Kail ZahlruL 


Hap, Shah Syad Kmdadui 
Hoard, Majar Cano ral Rlahard, 

Hapkyns, Mr. W. S. 

Hun, Mautel Skramul. 
daman, Mr. P. C. 
dannaway, Mr. d. H. 

Uddatt, Mr. H. 0. 

Lindsay, Mr. d. N. 

MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Marana, Or. N. W. B. 

Marsan, Mr. & 

Mttmia, Khan Bahadur Md. AbduL 
Rahim, tha Han'Ma Sir Ahd-ur-. 

Ray, tha Han'Ma Maharaja Baha dur 
Kshaunlsh Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. S. N. 

Smith, Mr. d. P. 

IlMfeeasMi Mu 

Travors, Mr. W. L. 

Wsadhsad, Mr. d. A. 


The Ayes being 63 and the Noes 37, the motion was carried. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As this motion has been carried, Babu Nalini- 
ranjan Barker’s motion falls through in consequence. 
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The following motion of the Hon’ble the Maharaja Kthsankh 
Chandra Ray Bahadur of Nadia, m amended in Council, war then put 
and agreed to: — 

“ That the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1925, be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of Sir Provash Chunder Mitter, 
Baja Manmatha Nath Bay Chaudhuri of Santoah, Nawab 
Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, Bai 
Satyendra Nath Boy ChaudhUri Bahadur, Maulvi Bajib 
TJddin Tarafdar, Babu Jogindra Chandra Chakravarti, 
Maulvi Basar Muhammad, Maulvi Asimuddin Abamad, 
Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta, Mr. Nirrnal Chunder Chunder, Babu 
Akhil Chandra Datta, Bai Harendranath Chaudhuri, 
Mr. W. L. Travers, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Huq, Mr. M. C. 
McAlpin, Mr. H. C. Liddell, Khan Bahadur M. A. Momen, 
Mr. W. S. Hopkyns and the mover, with instructions to 
submit their report in time for its consideration in Council 
in the February session of the Bengal Legislative Council, 
and that the number of members whose presence shall be neces- 
sary to constitute a quorum shall be eleven/' 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 3 r.M., on Friday, the 4th Decem- 
ber, 1925, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



ProcMdings Of the Bengal Legislative Council umM * undt, th. 
pMiskm of the Government of India Act 


Thb Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town 
on Friday, the 4th December, 1925, at 3 v.u. 


Hall, Calcutta, 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President (Kumar Sum Shkkhareswar Rat) in the 
Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive Council, and 123 
nominated and elected members. 


8tarrod Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Prioe of opium. 

*XLII. Babu 8ATYA KI8H0RE BANERJEE: (a) h the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries (Excise) aware of a feeling of distress in some quartern 
on account of the increase in the price of opium? 

{h) Are the Government considering the desirability of devising 
a practical scheme so that those win use opium as a medicine may 
get it at a lower price than the general rate? 


MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES [EXCISE] (the HonT>ls Mr. 4 . Donald): (a) and (h) 

No. The increase in the price of opium in Calcutta and its neighbour- 
ing districts has been made in order to check the excessive consumption 
of the drug in these areas. 


Babu BORODA PROSAD DEY: Has this increase in the price 
resulted in decrease in consumption? 

Thi Hofilda Mr. 4% DONALD* It is too early to make a statement 
nn this point. 
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QUESTIONS. 

Polka Force in Bankura. 


[4th Dao. 


•XLIII. Baku UMES CHANDRA CHATTERJEE: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing, for the district of Bankura, 
and for the years 1875, 1880, 1885, 1890, 1895, 1900, 1905, 1910, 1915, 
1920, 1924 — 

(i) the number of police constables, head-constables, sub-inspec- 
tors, inspectors, deputy superintendents and superintendents 
in employ under the Government; 

(it) the number of dacoities, thefts and murders committed; and 
(Hi) the expenses for maintaining the Police Force? 

(b) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing, for the district of Bankura, in the current 
year — 

(*) the number of constables and head-(x>nstables; 

(*Y) the number of Bengali constables and head-ccu stables; and 
(Hi) the number of Santhal and Bauri constables? 


(c) If the answer to (b) (Hi) is nil, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state the reason why constables are not recruited from 
Baum and Snnthals ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state how many 
constables are annually recruited from the district of Bankura? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reason 
why the Police F orce at Bankura has been increased P 


MEMBER in eharga of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
iir Hugh Itephoneon): (a) Three statements containing the informa- 
tion asked for so far as can be ascertained are laid on the table. 

(h) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) There is one Santhal constable. The reason why there are 
no Baurie is that they have not applied for enlistment. 

r 

(d) The number of constables recruited locally during the last 
three years is eleven per year on the average. 



QUESTIONS. 

f 

(e) The Police Force has been increased from time to time owing 
to the growth and complexity of police work generally and the conae- 
quant increase in the number of police stations. 


Statement of force in Bankura naked for in starred question No, XLIII (a) (i). 


Superinten- 

dent*. 


Deputy 

Superinten- 

dent*. 


Inspector!. 


Sub* 

In* pec ton. 


Rend* 

ootuUbk* 

tndudtttf 

Assistant 

tub* 

Inspector* 


Constables. 


1875 

1880 

1885 

1890 

1895 

1900 

1905 

1910 

1915 

1920 

1924 



2 

5 

33 

222 


3 

12 

45 

329 


2 

16 

40 

318 


2 

16 

38 

292 


2 

18 

32 

313 


2 

27 

25 

321 


3 

29 

31 

325 


5 

35 

39 

333 


5 

36 

50 

393 

i 

i 

5 

38 

51 

422 

5 

36 

56 

450 


S.R -—There wu no Deputy Superin ten lent la B«nkur* before 1920. 


Statement of crime in Bankura asked for in starred question 
No. XLIII (a) (««). 



Statement of cost for the maintenance of Poltce Force in Bankura asked 
for in starred question Xo. XLIII (a) (Hi), 



Cost. 


Re. 

1876 

... 41,203 

1880 

... 64,861 

1886 

... 68,961 

1890 

... 43,296 
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(4th Dm. 


M 



Be. 

1895 

... 62,441 

1900 

... 71,194 

1906 

... 87,468 

1910 

... Separate figure not 


available for Bankura. 


Coat. 



Rs. 

A. 

p. 

1915 

... 1,40,484 

6 

10 

1920 

... 2,01,414 

6 

1 

1924 

... 2,40,648 

3 

1 


The figures include pay, allowances and contingencies. The pay 
of constables and certain other ranks as well as the price of clothing 
has increased threefold since 1903. The cost of arms, accoutrements 
and ordnances has increased fivefold. Rents, rates and taxes have also 
risen enormously. 


Statement of head-constables and constables in Bankura asked for in 
starred question Xo. XLIIJ (b). 

( i ) Head constables (excluding assistant sub- 


inspectors) ... 21 

Constables . . . 450 

(it) Number of Bengali head-constables ... 1 

Number of Bengali constables ... 163 

(Hi) Number of Santhal and Bauri constables ... 1 (Santhal) 


Babu Umea Chandra Chatterjee’s letter to the Chief Secretary. 

•XLIV. Babu UME8 CHANDRA CHATTERJEE: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased 
to state whether he is aware that the Chief Secretary did not send any 
reply to the letter which I wrote to him in the year current (1925) as 
also to the reminder for reply, which 1 sent after waiting for a con- 
siderable time? 

(6) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state why no reply was vouchsafed by the Chief 
Secretary P 



19&M QUESTIONS. ft 

MEMBER fin charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hoci’Mo 
•If Hugh StipIlMIIUIl): (a) and ( b ) The Chief Secretary showed me a 
letter dated the 10th April, 1925, which he had received from Babu 
limes Chandra Chatter jee. He was doubtful whether the letter waa 
serious, and be proposed not to send a reply and I agreed with him. 
The Chief Secretary, with whom T agree, attaches particular importance 
to compliance with all reasonable requests for information, and I will, 
with the permission of the writer, read the letter referred to, so that the 
Council may be able to judge whether it contained a reasonable request 
for information. No reply was sent to the remainer. 

The letter read is as follows: — 


To 

The Chikp Secretary, 

Government of Jtenyul. 

Dear Sir, 

I wrote to you about structural alterations in tfie Civil Court Buildings 
of Vishnupur in the district of Bankura on the Gth March, 1025, and received a 
reply to that on the 17th March, 1025, So I had to pass a pretty long period in 
suspense. This time I hope you will not punish me like that. 

This time my complaint is Messrs. Cook and French, the Commissioner of the 
Burdwan Division and the District Magistrate of Bankura, respectively, came to 
visit the town of Vishnupur on the 2Hth January, 1025. They know I am a 
resident of this town. I presume this, because they are officially bound to know 
it and if it he the fact that they do not know it, in that case, they are incompetent 
officers and they should he taken to task for that. Be that as it may, my present 
purpose is to intimate to you, they failed in their duty in that they did not pay 
me visit of resjieet which they were bound to do us official etiquette. Their 
salaries are subject to the vote of the Council and I am an elected member of 
the same, fio they owe their maintenance to my vote and are bound to pay me 
respect. If you hold otherwise, I will hold the Government of India Act is nothing, 
if not a farce. I must provide against the surmise, I am an ardent lover of 
honour. I emphatically assert, this 1 am not. What I want is discipline. I 
therefore request if you are of the same view with me in this matter, you will 
deal with them accordingly. If you hold any adverse view, kindly let me know 
that as early ns possible ho that I may disillusion the self-respecting members of 
the Council to which I belong. 

I know what I am. I know I am a native of the Dependency of India and 
this demand on my part w ill raise a contemptuous feeling in you and the members 
of your race. Yet, if I demand a reply it is because, 1 want to prove to the world 
that no amount of Government of India Art will raise the status of the Indians who 
mast learn to stand on their own legs if they want the status of equality with 
the free nations of the world. 


Yours faithfully, 

(Bd.) Umes Chandra Chatter) ex, 

B. L, M, L C, 


Vishnupur, 
tOik April, 19*5. 
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QUESTIONS. 

Mttmi CIHacftra Nttii 


rji. 


[4th Dio. 


♦XLV. Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: (a) WiU the Hoa'ble 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleaeed to state 
whether it is a fact that Babu Girindra Nath Banarji, a detenu in the 
Midnapore Jail, wrote a number of petitions to the authorities for his 
transfer to a Calcutta Jail for eye-examination ? 

(b) Is it a fact that no reply was given to his petitions? 

The Hon’ble Sir MUCH STEPHENSON: (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Dttemi Pratul Chandra Ganguly. 

♦XLVI. Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that Babu Pratul Chandra Ganguly has long been 
suffering from nasal catarrh and inflammation of the kidney? 

(b) Is it a fact that he sent a number of petitions to the authori- 
ties for his transfer to a Calcutta Jail, for better medical treatment? 

(c) Is it a fact that no replies have been given? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) He has been suffer- 
ing for some time from nasal catarrh and bacillary infection of the 
urinary tract. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) No. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: Why has the reply been “No”, with regard to 
question (c)? 

ThO Hon’bto Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The answer means that 
a reply has been given, because two negatives make an affirmative. 


Sttti prisoner JadugopaJ Mukhorji. 

•XLVII. Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member iu charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether Mr. Jadugopal Mukharji, m b., a State prisoner in Midnapore 
Jail, applied several times to the Government for transferring him to 
a Calcutta Jail for the treatment of his teeth or making arrangement 
there for the same? 

(&) Is it a fact that none of his requests has been conceded? 



l«a>] QUESTIONS. m 

The Hm’M* Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) Ye.. 

(6) He hm been treated by the Civil Surgeon and relief afforded; 
the question of bringing him to Calcutta for further treatment is under 
consideration. 

Mr* 8* N. HALDAR: Is the Civil Surgeon a specialist in dentistry? 

Tha Hovt’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON* No, not all doctors are. 


State prisoners and ctitenus at Mandalay. 

•XLVIII. Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Will the Honble 
Member in charge of tile Political Department l>e pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that all the State prisoners and detenus at 
Mandalay are suffering from rheumatic pains? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: No such information has 
been received. 


Dttenu Puma Chandra Das. 

•XLIX. Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government have received an application from detenu 
Srijut Purna Chandra Das asking for orders for his removal to Calcutta 
for treatment? 

(b) If so, when was such application received by the Government? 

(r) When and in what manner waN the application dealt with? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) No. But an applica- 
tion of this sort was received from his brother. 

(6) In June, 1925. 

(c) Arrangements were made for his transfer, for special medical 
treatment. 

On BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY* Has this person been transferred 
at all, or an arrangement made by which he was brought down to 
Calcutta and taken back again? 

Tba Hon’M* Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I must refer the member 
to my last answer; 1 am not prepared to say more than that. 



UitfUrrvd Questions 

(answers to wtiM wort MM on th* tabfo). 

Rooruitmant in the Pilot Bonrioo. 

23. Mr. A. C. BANERdEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state— 

(i) whether it is a fact that the Public Services Commission, 
which was appointed in 1912, considered that there was 
no justification for excluding Indians and Anglo-Indians 
from the Pilot Service in Bengal on racial grounds; and 

(it) whether it is a fact that by reason of the report of the 
Public Services Commission “ a new rule was made to 
the effect that every endeavour would be made to ascertain 
the existence of suitable local candidates before asking the 
Secretary of State to make appointments in England ”? 

(b) Was not the question of nautical education and of enlistment 
in the Pilot Service of Indian and Anglo-Indian youths again raised 
by the appointment of the Indian Mercantile Marine Committee, in 
February, 1923? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the decision which the said Committee 
arrived at? 

(d) Will the Ilon’ble Member he pleased to state what steps, 
if any, have been taken for the purpose of enabling Indian and Anglo- 
Indian youths to join the Pilot Service in Bengal? 

MEMBER in ohargs of MARINE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon We 
Mr. J, Don«ld)t («) (0 and (/#) Yes. 

(h) Yes. 

(r) The Committee recommended a system of nautical training 
which w’ould give the requisite qualifications to enter any service for 
which sea experience is required and recommended that one way of 
finding avenues of employment for officers after their training waa 
completed should be to employ an increasing number of them as they 
become available in certain services, including the Bengal Pilot 
Service. For further details the member is referred to the published 
report of the Committee. 

(d) The member is referred to the rules for the appointment of 
candidates to the Bengal ^ilot Service, published in Bengal notifi- 
cation No. 127 Mne., dated the 22nd August, 1921. These rules are 
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the outcome of the recommendations of the Public Services r^.v 

The’rS>rt°6f the^Iud^ h “, * eCUred *PP oint ®*'>t under them. 
irL^f i h Iudian Mercantile Marine Committee is understood 
to be under the consideration of the Government of India. 

, f 1 / M * ^;j OR ENO: In regard to answer (rf), the last three lines, 
IndiansP * ° f India " inilude Anglo-Indians as well as 


The HonTrle Mr. i. DONALD: Yes. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: May I know what arrangement has been 

made to give Indians— by Indians I mean Indians and Anglo-Indians 

an opportunity of receiving nautical training? 

The Hon’bit Mr. J. DONALD: I would refer to the hint* line of my 
answer; the matter is under consideration. 


Proposed annual statutory grant to the Caloutta University. 

24. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon'ble 

Member in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state whetlier the Government arc considering the desirability of 
bringing forward a Bill providing tor an annual statutory grant to 
tbe Calcutta University? If not, why not? 

(b) Is it a fact that owing to uncertain and inferior prospect* in 
the Calcutta University service some professors and lecturers have left 
service in that University and joined the Dacca University and other 
services P 

(r) Is the Hon ’hie Member aware that the statement mentioned 
in (b) has been found by a Committee of the Calcutta University and 
that finding has been incorporated in a published report of the said 
University P 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim: (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c) Government understand from Chapter IV of the Post- 
graduate Committee’s Report, that there have been cases in which 
members of the Calcutta University staff accepted better posts in other 
Universities. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to part (a) r 
will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state when tbe Bill will b» 
introduced P 


Tha Hon’Wa Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM l Not in this session, but f can’t 
tell you of *band. ,*■*/: 


4 



m QUESTIONS. [4th Bio. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: May I know why it has not been introduced 
thin session? 

The HOflWe Bir ABD*UR*RAH!Mi Because we have not yet been 
able to amve at a definite figure of the amount to be given to the 
University. 

ftai HARENDRAHATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to answer 
(6) of the question, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what 
steps the Calcutta University are taking for improving the prospects 
of the teachers P 

The 110111110 Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: This is a matter which concerns 
the Calcutta University; I cannot give the information. 

Judicial and Executive functions. 

26. Babu KHACENDRA NATH CANCULY: (a) With reference 
to the answer to unstarred question No. 15, put by Babu Satya Kiahore 
Banerjee, m.l.c., at the meeting of the Bengal Legislative Council, 
held on the 24th January, 1924, will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state whether 
the Special Officer appointed by the Government to work out the cost 
of the scheme for the separation of the J udicial and Executive services 
and functions has submitted his report by this time? 

(b) If the reply to {a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Member 
he pleased to state the reason for the delay P 

(c) If the report has been submitted, when will it be published for 
the information of the public P 

MEMBER in oharg. of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (th. 
Monti. Mr Hugh Stephenson): (a) Yes, an estimate of the cost of the 
scheme, as prepared by the Government of Bengal, has been made and 
reported to the Government of India. 

(6) Does not arise. 

(c) The local Government are awaiting orders of the Government of 
India. 


Bafcu KHACENDRA NATH CANCULY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state the approximate amount of the estimated cost of 
the scheme? 

TftrMtftWa Bir MUCH 6TEFHINSCN: I cannot any off-hand. I 
shall be glad to give the information if he wishes it. 
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Mr. A. & BANIR4SB: I should like to know whether the Bengal 
Government has made any recommendation, one way or the other, 
either in favour of the scheme or against it. 


The Hinkle Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: 1 think I made that quite 
clear in my speech on the last occasion when the question was raised 
in this Council. I stated then what the position of the Government 
was. 


Mr. A.C. BANERdEE: Will a copy of the report sent by the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal to the Government of India be available to the 
members of this House? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON! That also was contained 
in my speech. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: I have a very bad memory, and I should 
like to know it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But, Mr. Bancrjee, you yourself have referred 
to that speech. 

Weakly holidays and half-holidays in mufassat schools. 

26. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) In the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Education aware — 

(i) that there are no Christian students in most of the mufassa) 
schools; 

(/’») that most of the schools remain closed fqr a certain time on 
every Friday for the Jama prayer’ of the Mussalmans; 
and 

(tit) that there is no fixed weekly prayer day for students belong- 
ing to other creeds? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing 
instructions so that the mufassal schools get half-holiday on Thursdays 
instead of on Saturdays and a holiday on Fridays, in place of Sundays? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Rupsa High School and some other schools 
in Tippera get half-holiday on Thursday and holiday on Friday for 
Saturday and Sunday, respectively ? 

TBO Ho**Mo Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMl (a) <t> Government is aware 
Hurt there are very few Christians in mufassal schools. 

(it) and (it*) Yes. 
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(6) Existing instructing leave it to Managing Committees to decide 
whether the work of any Government or aided school should be sus- 
pended for one hour on Fridays, or whether the school should be closed 
for a half-holiday on Fridays instead of on Saturdays. It is not 
intended to issue further instructions. 

( c ) Government have no information. 

Saraswati and Kant Nadi. 

27. Babu TARAKNATH MUKERdEA: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state — 

(t) what further steps have been taken for the re-excavation of 
the rivers Saraswati and Kana Nadi in the districts of 
Hooghly and Howrah; and 

(it) when the works are expected to be taken in hand P 

MEMBER in oharga of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (tho 
Hontile Maharaja Kshauniah Chandra Ray Bahadur of Nadia): 

(t) Money has been allotted from the Kden Canal grant for clearing the 
Saraswati of silt bars and jungle and a special grant has been voted by 
the Council for remodelling the Jainalpur sluice to enable the Kana 
Nadi and Saraswati to be flushed in the monsoon. 

(it) The works will be completed by next monsoon. 

Rorha Khal. 

28. Babu TARAKNATH MUKERdEA: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
what, further progress has been made for the re-excavation of the 
ltorha Khal (also known as the Arora Khal) in thana Khanakul, dis- 
trict Hooghly P 

Tha Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
Of Nadia: The position remains the same as in January last when a 
reply was given to a similar question. 

Dankuni Canal. 

29. Babu TARAKNATH MUKERdEA: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
what further progress has been made for the re-excavation of the 
Dankuni Canal from Baidyabati to Bally, in the district of Hooghly? 

Tha Hon’Mo Maharaja KiHAUNIBH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
if Nidla : An estimate has .been sanctioned for silt clearance of the 
channels and money has also been allotted. The work will bo taken 
up as soon as the crops have been harvested. 
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m. Mu TARAKNATH MUKEIMIAi (a) Will the Hon’bl. 

Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleaeed to atate 
whether the Damodar Canal project is still under the consideration of 
the Irrigation Department? 

(b) If so, when is the work expected to be taken in hand? 


Thi Hoft*ble Maharaja KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
Of Nadia: (o) A project estimate amounting to Rs. 78,14,981 was 
administratively approved by Government for this canal last July. 

(b) As soon os funds are available. 


Proposal for acquisition of land beyond the Bhlyadhari spill arts. 

31. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) h the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation aware that some 
three years back it was notified that a few acres of land situated 
beyond the limits of the spill area of the Bidyadhari river up to the* 
Paran Chnprasi’s Khal. in Dhnpu, would lie acquired? 

(b) Is that proposal still under the contemplation of the Govern- 
ment ? 

(r) If so, when will that proposal lie given effect to? 

Tho Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: («) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(r) Does not arise. 


Bharole Khal. 

32. Babu HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR: Will the Ifon ble 

Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
whether the Government ure considering the desirability of taking 
Tip the question of opening up the mouth of the Bharole Khal by cut- 
ting a ditch 180 feet hv 3 feet by 3 feet to allow the free flow of 
water from the main khal up to the Bharole bridge, constructed at 
the instance of the Drainage Commission, near the Poradah railway 
station ? 

Tbs Han’bfta Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
Of Nadia ! The matter is receiving attention. 
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Cowernmsnt Bills. 

Thi Bangui Municipal Bill, 1928. 

Tbt HonT>le Maharaja K9HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
cf Nadia I I beg to move for leave to introduce a Bill to consolidate 
and amend the law relating to municipalities in Bengal. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Does any member object to the introduction of 
the Bill? 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I rise to object to the 
introduction of the Bill. 

* The HonWa Maharaja K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: I am surprised to find that the member has thought it fit to 
oppose this Bill even without hearing what Government has got to say. 
This is the very Bill which was once introduced by Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea and it was circulated for opinion. We have received many 
opinions (shows the bundle of opinions received), but if the House do 
not want to have the Bill introduced, the responsibility is theirs. How- 
ever, I shall deal with other matters at a later stage. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I do not think any long 
speech is necessary from any member just to prove that the Bill is a 
highly retrograde and reactionary measure. 

Almost in every chapter of the Bill Government propose to take 
powers which will be subversive of local self-government in this 
country, not only powers to frame rules to supplement the Bill, but also 
power to substitute new rules for the Bill. 1 need point out only one 
section of the Bill. Clause 12 proposes that if the circumstances of any 
municipality are such that in the opinion of the local Government any 
of the provisions of this Act are unsuited thereto, the local Government 
may, by notification, except the municipality or any part of it from the 
operation of those provisions; and thereupon the said provisions shall 
not apply to the municipality until applied thereto by notification. 
Then sub-clause ( 2 ) of the same clause says that while such exception 
as aforesaid remains in forwy the local Government may malm rules 
in respect of matters excepted Irom the operation of the said provisions. 
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A new function of rules, therefore, has been discovered, ett., rules not 
only to sufflement the provisions of a Bill but also to substitute them, 
and I think it may also be supposed that in the shape of rules other 
municipal Bill can be prepared in the Secretariat behind the back of 
the Council just to govern some municipalities and control their opera* 
tion in some important respects. The effect of this clause would be to 
empower Government to make rules which will supplant the Bengal 
Municipal Bill. Similarly in every chapter Government have taken 
unduly large powers of interference and control. 

Thus proceeding we find that so far as the municipal constitution is 
concerned, Government propose to interfere with the constitution by 
rules to regulate the franchise and “ any matter relating to candidate# 
for ” municipal “ employment ”, 

Then as regards finance, Government of course do not propose 
that the municipal budget should be sanctioned by the Divisional 
Commissioners, but go a step further aiul say that Government will be 
able to regulate the preparation of the budget and “ any matter relating 
to the municipal fund or property in respect of which the Act makes 
no or insufficient provision ”. 

Then, again, take for instance, the question of assessment. Here 
also Government deprive the Commissioners of their existing powers, 
compel them to have it done by one of the nominated or rather listed 
assessors and even deny them the power to hear and decide applications 
for reduction of municipal assessment except in the presence of a person 
appointed by the local Government. 

Then, again, in the chapter on municipal taxation, Government 
propose to regulate any matter relating to taxes, tolls, fees or rates in 
respect of which this Act makes no provision or insufficient provision. 

Then in the chapter relating to water-supply, lighting and drain- 
age, Government take powers even to enforce against the wishes of the 
Commissioners and the rate-payers such schemes as they think fit 
and to direct that any rates shall be levied or increased for that purpose. 

Then, again, towards the end Government take power not only to 
suppress a municipality and supersede the Commissioners but also to 
dissolve the existing body of Commissioners and supersede or take over 
any department of any municipality. 

These are powers hitherto unknown to municipal government and 
do not obtain, I believe, in any other municipal law prevailing in any 
advanced country. 

I do not wish to proceed further; I think I have sufficiently eluci- 
dated my point 
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’The motion that leave be given to introduce a Bill to consolidate 
and amend the law relating to municipalities in Bengal was then put 
and a division taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 


ASSftiM'W MHamt, Mr. C. 

Addy, Babu Am ulya Dhene. 

Ahmed, M aufvl Tayebuddln. 

Antamilfah, Meflah. 

Ml, Maufvl Sayyed Sultan. 

Alt, Mr. Attaf. 

Barton, Mr. H. 

•may, Mr. L. 

Chartres, Mr. 0. 1. 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. 

OS, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. 0. 0. 

OanaM, ths Hon'blt Mr. J. 

Outt, Mr. 0. S. 

Ohusnavl, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad 
Khan. 

Oaatfa, Mr. S. W. 

Mao, Khan Bahadur Kail ZahlraL 
Maard, Majer-Oeneral Richard, 

Hepkynt, Mr. W. S. 

Mas tain, Khan Bahadur Maufvl Musharraf. 


Huq, Maufvl EkramuL 
Jamas, Mr. V. E. 

Liddell, Mr. N. JB. 

Lindsay, Mr. 4. H. 

Maslh, Mr. Syad M. 

Marana, Or. H. W. B. 

Oaten, Mr. E. F. 

Rahim, ths Hon’blt Sir Abd-«r». 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Ray, ths Hon’bls Maharaja Bahadur 
Kshauntsh Chandra. 

Ral Chaudhurl, Babu Harlpada. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Mr. K. C. 

Ray, Mr. S. N. 

talam, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Abdus. 
Barker, Maulvl Allah Bufchsh. 

Stephenson, ths Hon’ble Sir Hugh. 
Travers, Mr. W. L. 

Vltltars, Mr. E. 

Waadhaad, Mr. 4. A. 


NO EE. 


A Hamad, Maulvl Atlmuddln. 

Ahmad, Maulvl Majmuddln. 

Ahmad, Maulvl Zanneor. 

AJay, Khan Bahadur S. Mahbeab. 
Bagthl, Babu Remtt Chandra. 

Baltah, Maulvl Kadar. 

Banerjea, Dr. Pramathanath. 

Banarjaa, Babu Satya Klthere. 

Ba narjaa, Mr. A. 0. 

Barma, Ral Sahib Fanehanan. 

Basu, Babu Jatfndra Nath. 

Bose, Babu Bajey Krishna. 

Chakravartl, Babu Joglndra Chandra. 
Chakravartl, Mr. Byamkss. 

Chakravorty, Babu Sudarsan. 

Chat ter jse, Babu Umss Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Maulvl Salytd Abdur Rab. 
Chaudhurl, Ral Harendranath. 

Chaudhurl, Rawab Bahadur Salyld Rawab 
AH, Khan Bahadur. 

Ohaudhury, Mautvl Md. Rural Run. 
Chewdhury, Maulvl Facial Karim. 
Chunder, Mr. Rirmal Chandra. 

Mas, Or. MahbH Mahan. 

Oatta, Babu Akhll Chandra. 

Oay, Babu Barada Fraaad. 
flata, Ral Bahadur Fyarl Lai. 

Qatar, Maulvl AbduL 
Canguly, Babu Khaiaw dra Rath. 

Cuba, Mr. F. N. 

Haidar, Mr. B. R. 


H attain, Maulvl Wahetf. 

Huq, Mr. Mahbubul. 

Jeardar, Maulvl Aftab H attain. 

Khan, Babu Dabandra LaL 
Khan, Maulvl Mahl Uddln. 

Lai Mahammed, HaJI. 

Mahammad, Maulvl Batar. 

Malty, Babu Mahendra Rath. 

Mltra, Babu Jegactdra Rath. 

Mlttar, Sir Prevail! Chunder. 

Mukorjaa, Babu Taraknath. 

Quatfar, Maufvl AbduL 
Ralkat, Mr. Pratanna Dab. 

Ray, Babu Abanlth Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Nagondra Narayan. 

Ray, Babu Surandra Rath. 

Roy, Babu tateowrlpatl. 

Ray, Dr. Bldhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Roy, Mr. Klran Sankar. 

Ray, Raja Manltofl Singh. 

Roy Chaudhurl, Ral Bahadur Satyendra 
Rath. 

tarkar, Babu Hemanta Kumar. 

Barker, Babu HaUnlranJan. 

SatmaL Mr. B. M. 

San Cupta, Mr. 4. M. 

•ingha, Mr. Aran Ch a ndra . 

Suhra wordy, Or. A. 

Tarafdar, Maulvl Rajlb Uddln. 
vatln, Maulvl Muhammad. 


The Ayes being and the Noes 60, the motion was lost. 
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TIM HaiiW* Mahan)* KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Baha** 
of Natia: I beg to move for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the 
Bengal Food Adulteration Act, 1919. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The HtmlHe Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
Of Nadias I beg to move that the Bill be taken into consideration. 1 
hope the House will agree that this Bill is one w-hich does not require 
a reference to a Select Committee. It contains only one clause, and 
the intention of that clause is shown in a clear and straightforward way 
in the Bill now before the Council. Section 15 of Act VI of 1919 pro- 
vides that no prosecution for an offence uuder that Act shall be insti- 
tuted without the order or consent in writing of the local authority con- 
cerned : it contains no provision for the chairman of a local authority 
exercising such powers on their behalf, and the High Court has recently 
ruled in a case from Kurseong that the sanction of the Municipal 
Commissioners in meeting is required under section 15. As the 
members of this II apse are well aware, municipal bodies in the mufassal 
meet ordinarily only once a month, and it is extremely inconvenient to 
hold up prosecutions of which the cause may have arisen immediately 
jj%ftcr a meeting has been held, for a whole month. Generally speaking, 
|^he chairman of a local authority exercises the powers vested in such 
authority subject to the proviso that he should not act in opposition to 
or in contravention of any orders passed by the local authority in meet- 
ing or exercise powers which are specifically reserved to the local autho- 
rity. This is laid down in the Bengal Municipal Act, section 44, while 
section 32 of the Local Self-Government Act enables the District Board 
subject to the control of Government to delegate powers to its chairman. 
Obviously the power to institute prosecutions is an executive power 
which may ordinarily he left to the discretion of a chairman of a local 
authority subject to the control which such authority can always exer- 
cise. We merely propose in this small Bill to make power for the chair- 
man to institute prosecutions in municipal areas under the Food 
Adulteration Act. Such power* have been asked for by more than one 
local authority, and I hope the Council will agree to pass this small 
Bill which is necessary in the interests of convenient administration. 

Before I formally move this I would ask your permission to alter 
danse 2 of the Bill which is merely a drafting change and has been 
made by the Legislative Department. 

Mr. PRftlDf NT: You shall have to do it by an amendment. 
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df Nadia: Yes, Sir. 
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Toe motion that the Bill be taken into consideration was than put 
and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I propose to take the Bill clause by clause. I 
will first take clause 2 and then the preamble and clause L 

The question is that clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

MONETARY te GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT at LOCAL 
MLP*0OVERNMENT (Mr. i. W. Coada)! Sir, may I have your 
permission to move that in place of the word “ after ” the word 4 4 to 99 
be substituted. This is a more correct drafting. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! Yes, you have my permission. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

11 Maulvi SAYEDUL HAQUEt That at the end of clause 2 of the 
Bill the following be added, namely: — 

* Such order or consent shall be in anticipation of sanction of the 
Commissioners of the Municipality to be obtained at a sub- 
sequent meeting. * ” 

Mr. PRESIDENT! The question is that clause 2, as amended, 
stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! The question is that the preamble stand part 
of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! The question is that clause 1 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

me HMPMt Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY lahadar 
N Nadia I I beg to move that the Bengal Food Adulteration (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1926, as settled in Council, be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Vm Hw'hto Mr HUGH STEPHENSON: I beg to move that thi* 
Council recommends to the Government that the Government of Indin 
be moved to abstain from taking any measures for the inclusion of tho 
district of Sylhet in the Presidency of Bengal on the ground that the 
financial results would be injurious to Bengal. 

On the 19th of August Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved a resolu- 
tion in this Council, which was passed, to the effect that the Govern- 
ment of India be informed that the Council was in favour of the inclu- 
sion of the district of Sylhet in the Presidency of Bengal. On that 
occasion I explained the attitude of Government. We were entirely 
sympathetic to the sentiment behind this resolution but then w«r 
wished to examine further what the resolution actually would mean 
if carried out and we felt that we had not before us at that time the 
data for examining the questions. I therefore expressed the intention 
of Government of abstaining from voting if the matter came to a divi- 
sion. Now, Sir, I do not want the Council to think from the form of 
my resolution that Government have in any way altered their views. 
The form is in a negative form mainly because an affirmative form 
would obviously not elicit any real debate, and what the Government 
of India wished to have is the reasoned opinion of this Council before 
they decided the question. We want to be quite sure that the Coun- 
cil, whatever vote they give, are not merely expressing a pious wish 
hut are definitely undertaking a real responsibility. We now have the- 
figures supplied by the Assam Government and we have published alf 
the papers and doubtless the members of the Council have studied them. 
There is no reason to suppose that the Assam figures are weighted in: 
either direction, nor is there any reason to suppose that the Assam 
Government are interested in making the deficit bigger than it really 
is, or on the other hand, that they are concealing any deficit. We must, 
so far as this Government is concerned, take the figures as given to us by 
the Assam Government. We have no other materials, and we must 
subject these figures to such examination on general principles as we 
can. Now the Assam Government figures show a deficit of R«. 4 , 31,000 
in the district of Sylhet : that is to say, the actual expenditure on the 
administration of Sylhet is Rs. 4,31,000 more than the revenue* 
derived in that district. These figures do not include overhead charges 
of any kind : they are merely district charges. Now we have examined 
these figures with the help of our Finance Department and we have 
gone on the principle that where there has been a continuous rise or * 
continuous fall either in the receipts or the expenditure, the last year*# 
figure is taken, as, that obviously is the more correct, and where ther 
figures are more or less constant we have taken the average. Working 
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on this principle will, I think, he regarded by the Council as reason- 
•able. The deficit according to us is slightly higher than that given 
by the Assam Government and I am prepared to give the, reasons for 
this to anybody who desires to have them. We make out that the 
•deficit will actually be Rs. 4,82,000. Whether the deficit will be 
Rs. 4,62,000 or Rs. 4,31,000 according to the Assam Government, the 
•difference is small. But there are certain other figures which are not 
included in the Assam Government figures which we are bound to 
take into consideration in this connection. In the first place, the 
Assam Government figures were for the year 1923-24 that is up to the 
81st March, 1924. Therefore it leaves out of account entirely the 
increased expenditure due to the recommendations of the Lee Commis- 
sion, as they did not come into force till 1st April, 1924. The same 
remark applies to certain readjustments in the matter of the Railway 
Police charges. The Assam Government figures also leave out the 
leave and superannuation charges paid in England on account of 
•officers employed in the Sylhet district. Further, the Assam Govern- 
ment now pays us Rs. 90,000 as contribution towards the cost of the 
High Court. I understand that the bulk of the work that comes from 
Assam to the High Court comes from the Sylhet district, and therefore 
I think the Assam Government will, if the district of Sylhet ia trans- 
ferred, come up to us with a claim that the amount should be reduced 
possibly by at least half. Then there are certain other small increases 
in expenditure which should be taken into account, namely, the 
charges on account of the Legislative Council, extra printing charges 
and possibly overhead charges. The addition of a large district like 
*Sylhet may necessitate slight increases in the establishment in the 
various offices such as the Legal Remembrancer’s office and other offices. 
Well, adding these to the other established deficit, our Finance Depart- 
ment is of opinion that the actual deficit on account of the transfer 
-of Sylhet will not Ik* far short of Rs. 6 lakhs. 

Then there is another point. The Assam Government figures of a 
deficit of Ils. 4,31,000 besides leaving out those various charges that I 
have just enumerated include the revenue and expenses of the Jaintia 
Parganas. Now the Government of India in their letter, which has 
been published, have said very definitely that the question of the 
transfer of the Jaintia Parganas must be decided not on any considera- 
tion of whether we want Sylhet or not but on the sole consideration 
of what is the most convenient geographical boundary. I do not know 
the country myself but I am informed that there is very little chance 
of the Jaintia Parganas being transferred with Sylhet. That of course 
I can only say comes to me from people who do know that particular 
part of the country and who say that given that criterion the Jaintia 
Parganas will not be transferred. I think, therefore, that in con- 
sidering this question we have at all events to reckon on the possibility 
41 will even say probability) of our not enjoying tbe surplus of ike 
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Jaintia Parganas. The surplus from the Jaintia Parganas i» 
Re. 2,79,00(X We must therefore add Rs. 2,79,000 to tie deficit of 
the Sylhet district. Now, if we take over Sylhet district and do not 
get the Jaintia Parganas the deficit according to our figures will amount 
to something over Rs. 8| lakhs. These are the figures of the Assam 
Government, they are not the Bengal Government figures but they aro 
based on the records of the Assam Government which are administering 
the district for the time being. These figures of the Assam Govern- 
ment have been impugned in a letter from Mr. Chanda which has been 
very widely circulated and published in the press. I have had the- 
advantage of a long discussion with Mr. Chanda in company with the 
Finance Member and we have with him examined all the figures. We 
examined all the figures he has given us and told him how we got at 
our figures and we have listened to anything he hud to say to show 
that any of those figures are wrong. I think I am not doing him any 
injustice when I say that he could not show that any of our figures are 
wrong. He said that the Assam Government figures must have omitte<f 
something. We went into his figures in his published letter and we 
examined them one by one and I am afraid that Mr. Chanda is asking 
us to base more on hope than it can possibly carry. 

There is nothing in Mr. Chanda's figures which really challenges 
the Assam Government figures except the statement that next year 
owing to the resettlement of the Ilam there will be an increase of 
Rs, 1,26, (KM) in land revenue. I don’t know whether these are official 
figures which Mr. Chanda cited aud 1 don’t know how much of thesr 
estates that will be resettled are in the Jaintia Parganas and how much 
lie in the original district of Sylhet. But giving Mr. Chanda full 
credit for that and for any economy that may be possible owing to the 
Jaintia Parganas not coming over we still have a deficit of something 
like Rs. 7 lakhs. 

Now I want to emphasize the fact that it is not the object of this 
Government to make out a case against the taking over of Sylhet. So 
far as the taking over of Sylhet is concerned we have no objection. 
There will he, as far as I can see, no administrative difficulty and no 
administrative inconvenience; on the other hand I understand from 
Mr. Chanda that there will be no administrative advantage but there 
will be sentimental advantage and social advantage. Now all we want 
is that the Council shall realize what the exact consequence of taking 
over the Sylhet district is. The Government of India have definitely 
said that we cannot hope for any assignment or any readjustment of 
revenue either from themselves or from Assam if we take over Sylhet, 
Therefore, the position is that if we take over Sylhet we have the recur- 
ring deficit of Re. 7 lakhs. It is no use trying to deceive ourselves by 
saying that we will find the Rs. 7 lakhs by economy elsewhere; we 
know we shan’t; we know what it actually means is that, taking an 
optimistic view, for two years we shall have to hold up all further 
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echemes for ^increased recurring expenditure in this province. It is 
being urged that we should not decide a question of this kind by mere 
eordi d financial considerations and the advocates of taking over Sylhet 
nay should we reject a district that is now in Bengal if we found it 
non Id not pay. My answer to that is that the onus is on those who wish 
to alter the statu* quo . Sylhet has been in Assam since 1&74 and if 
we want to alter that position then I only wish the Council to note the 
exact consequence of it and what exactly is the price they will have 
to pay for it. If after full consideration the Council decide that the 
price is worth paying then their decision with the debate will be for- 
warded to the Government of India with whom the final decision rests 
and this Government will put no further obstacles in the way, but I 
-do ask the Council not to decide this merely on the ground of sentiment. 
I do not wish to say a word against the proper weight that sentiment 
aught to have in matters of this kind but what I want is that the 
Council should understand that this is not merely expressing a wish, 
a pious hope, that Sylhet will come over, it is a definite undertaking 
of the responsibility to meet 7 lakhs of rupees a year in order to 
take over Sylhet ; and do not let us deceive ourselves with the hope that 
we may scramble out of this. Mr. Chanda in talking it over suggested 
that we must first decide to take over Sylhet and then discuss the ques- 
tion of what the deficit is and how we are going to meet it. If it turns 
out that we can eventually reduce this deficit well and good but I want 
the Council to come to a decision as to whether they are prepared to 
take over Sylhet with the full knowledge that in all probability we 
shall have to meet this deficit of Its. 7 lakhs. . 

Baku AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: The ground that is now urged 
Against the reunion of Sylhet with Bengal is the financial deficit of the 
district. Speaking for myself I must admit that I am labouring under a 
great disadvantage as regards the figures for we have no information of 
our (mm regarding them especially those furnished by the Government 
of Assam. Let us however examine them as to how far they are reliable. 
We are told that according to the Assam Government’s figures the deficit 
is Es. 4 lakhs and odd. When this matter was being discussed in the 
Assembly at Delhi the Assam Government’s representative stated that 
iho deficit was only He. 1 lakh. That is, Sir, the Assam Government's 
first version — Re. 1 lakh, and not Rs. 4 lakhs, or, for the matter of 
that Es, 7 lakhs. The Assam Government supplied Mr. Chanda with 
a statement on the strength of which Mr. Cosgrave made that 
Assertion in the Assembly. I must admit that after that a 
second revised statement was supplied by the Assam Govern- 
ment in which it was said that the annual deficit was 
%. 4 lakhs and odd. Now the question arises as to how this figure 
of Ba. 4 lakhs was arrived at. We are told that the average has h pen 
taktoi of some years. We ire told that the deficit of the Sylhet district 
for mm was Es. 6 lakhs, in I m$S Be. 4* lakhs : in 
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Rs. 2,T4,000£|t would invite the attention of the Council 1 m% Sir, to 
two tKings. |p the first place, the deficit is gradually decreasing. New, 
Sir, when ih^ deficit is gradually decreasing from year to year is it fair 
to take the average from that? In the second place the deficit for 192&&4 
is Us. 2,74,00(1 as I have said but we have not been supplied with the 
figures for 1924*25. This is one side of the shield : now let us turn to 
the other side. We know that in Sylhet there is any amount of land 
temporarily settled. All lands are not permanently settled in Sylhet and 
the Ham settlement is going to take place very soon which Mr. Chanda’s 
note tells us will give a revenue of about Rs. 1,25,000. I am not sure of 
the figure. The fact that the revenue will be uniformly and progressively 
expanding has been, I am afraid, wholly overlooked in considering the 
figures. 

Then we find there is a pargana in Sylhet called M&ntala. # fior reasons 
which I do not know the revenue of that pargana, although the land is in 
Sylhet, is paid in Bengal. The Assam figures do not include this amount 
of Rs. 52,000; the Assam figures also do not include another figure, 
namely, about Rs. 65,000, the share of receipts from income tax and 
stamp duty accruing to Assam but paid in Bengal. The share of Sylhet 
in that is Rs. 51,000. I shall not tuke the Council through the details of 
these figures. All these details are known to the Hon’ble Member as he 
has admitted that he has discussed the matter with Mr. Chanda, and he 
has been furnished w*ith Mr. Chanda’s statement. We find, therefore, 
that on account of these two items the revenue is not credited to Sylhet, 
and owing to certain increase that is expected, we have got to increase 
the revenue by Rs. 1,75,000. 

Then there is another item, stamps for instance. On account of the 
amending Aid passed in 1922 increasing the stamp duty, there will be a 
saving of Rs. H4.000 under this head if Sylhet comes to Bengal, that being 
the amount paid to Assam out of the Sylhet revenue. 

Taking all these facts into consideration, Mr. Chanda has shown that 
instead of a deficit, there will really be a surplus of Rs. 59,000. These 
figures were supplied to the Assam Government by Mr. Chanda and they 
were asked to challenge them. In reply Mr. Chanda was told by the 
Chief Secretary to the Assam Government that the figures were being 
examined by the Assam Government. They could not say that the figure* 
were incorrect; they only replied that the figures were being examined. 
Since then, up till uow, I have been told by Mr. Chanda that the Assam 
Government has not said that these figures are incorrect. 

A further objection has been raised here that there will be a rise in 
expenditure on account of the Lee Commission’* recommendations, I 
should not like to say much on this point, but I really fail to see how the 
increased prospects of the member* of the Civil and other Service* ate 
to stand in the way «f the transfer of Sylhet to Bengal. 
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Then about Jaintia Pargana, it has been said that geographically ihe 
transfer is undesirable. On this point, I have got a memorial here sub- 
mitted to the Viceroy by the people of that pargana. In that memorial 
they say that geographically the pargana constitutes a component part 
of Sylhet. 

Mr* PRESIDENTS Order, order. Your reference to the Jaintia 
Pargana; does it arise out of the resolution? 

Bibu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: One of the arguments raised by 
the mover is that if Jaintia is not transferred, then the deficit will be 
larger because in Jaintia there is a surplus; and the argument has been 
advanced that there is no possibility of Jaintia being transferred to 
Bengal, as geographically Jaintia could not come to Bengal. That was 
his argument. 

Of course, it has been very candidly admitted bv the Hon’ble Mover 
that he does not know much of Jaintia, and therefore if he will allow me, 
I will tell him what is the opinion of the Jaintia people themselves. 
They say that geographically Jaintia is a part of Sylhet and not a part 
of the rest of Assam, and we must remember that there is a surplus of 
Es. 2 lakhs there. 

Then, Sir, on the question of deficit it iR a mere drop in the ocean ; a 
deficit of Rs. 8 lakhs according to the figures of the Bengal Government, 
a deficit of Rs. 4 lakhs according to the second statement of the Assam 
Government, and a deficit of only Rs. 1 lakh according to the original 
statement of the Assam Government, is, I say, a mere drop in the ocean. 

One word about these figures ; we cannot possibly rely too much on 
these figures. I do not mean to suggest that they are dishonest figures, 
but what appeai-s to me is that then* are so many figures from so many 
quarters on this particular matter, that it is quite clear that Government 
themselves do not know what the correct figures really are. 

The matter has been discussed in the legislative Assembly and Mr. 
Cosgrave gave the first figures supplied by the Assam Government which 
gave a deficit of only Rs. 1 lakh. On another occasion the Aosain Govern- 
ment says the deficit was Rs. 4 lakhs; nil I can say is that too much 
reliance cannot In* placed on these figures. Even supposing that these 
figures are absolutely reliable, I still sav that they ore a mere drop in the 
ocean. We know how lakhs and lakhs are squandered here and there and 
evoryhere and u deficit of Rs. 1 lakh or Rs. 4 lakhs ought not to stand in 
the way of this transfer. 

We must remember that Sylhet was originally a part of Benagal ; was 
it in a state of deficit at the time it was taken over by Assam? Ptima 
facte, there is no reason why Sylhet ought to be a deficit district We 
have not been told that' there is anything extraordinary or unusual in 
Sylhet which should make it a deficit district On the other hand, we 
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know that thare are temporarily-settled estate in Sylhet, and there are 
periodical aettlementg with the result that there is a rise in revenue. 
There must be something wrong somewhere in the position o! the Assam 
Government regarding the figures. 

Lastly, it has been said that if anybody wants to retransfer Sylhet to 
Bengal the onns will be upon him. I should put it like this. We are not 
asking for anything new, we are asking only for the restoration of ‘the 
statu* tptOy and if anybody opposes that, the onus is on that party. 

1 am only asking this Council and the people of Bengal not to perpe- 
tuate the injustice that has been done to Sylhet by separating it from 
Bengal. 

At this stage the Council was adjourned for ten minutes. 

After the adjournment. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: I should hesitate ordinarily to intervene 
in a debate of this description where sentiment is so much associated, 
were it not for two facts: first of all regarding myself, I have recently 
been able to make personal investigation and have talked to many 
gentlemen domiciled in Sylhet on this matter, and secondly in regard 
to the financial state of the question which has been adduced by the 
Hon’ble Member. First of all, I took the opinion of the educated 
Hindus upon this question of the transfer of Sylhet to this province. 

I found in talking to many Sylhet gentlemen that although it is true 
that there are a very considerable majority of their community in 
favour of it, yet there are a large number of Hindu gentlemen who 
object to this transfer . 

Beta AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: On a point of order. We are 
not concerned with other reasons; the resolution is concerned with one 
ground only, namely, the financial deficit. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Travers you should confine your remarks to 
the terms of the resolution itself. The resolution is that objection be 
taken against the inclusion of Sylhet in the Presidency of Bengal on 
the ground that the finaurial results would be injurious to Bengal, 
and not on other grounds. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: Do I understand that we are discussing 
only the financial aspect ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is so. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: Very well, to refer only to the financial as- 
pect, the quest ion is who will he most greatly affected by this change in 
the long run. Surely there is only one reply to that, it will only affect 
the raiyats, the cultivators both in this province and in Sylhet. In 
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this province we know that to a great extent owing to lack of educa- 
tion we cannot obtain the opinion of a large majority of the people of 
Bengal. If they were able to express their opinion, would they eay 
“ transfer Sylhet,” or would they say “ we should like the sum of Rs. 7 
lakhs to be spent in furthering the betterment of water-supply or the 
social condition of the people Secondly, to look at it from the 
financial point of view of the raiyats in Sylhet alone, I am of opinion 
that in the smaller province of Assam the raiyats of Sylhet will obtain 
a lower taxation and owing to the smallness of the province, a greater 
attention from the Government of Assam than in this province. I 
am of opinion that for the present at any rate it would be wise for 
this Council to delay this matter until education is far more advanced 
so that we can obtain the real opinion of the people in the matter. 

Mtulvi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: I am not concerned 
with the financial aspect of Sylhet, whether it is a deficit district or it 
is a growing district. I am much more concerned with the com- 
munity which I represent myself, I mean the Mussalman community 
of Bengal. At the present moment, if Sylhet comes back to Bengal, 
the proportion of Muhammadans in Bengal . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. You must confine yourself to 
the terms of the original motion. The motion deals with the objection 
to the inclusion of the district of Sylhet in the Presidency of Bengal 
on the ground that the financial results would be injurious to Bengal. 
You must confine your remarks to the financial aspect of the question. 

Maulvi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: I am not going to 
spenk about the financial aspect. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: I should like to oppose the resolution of 
the Government ns moved by the Hon’ble Member. After hearing 
the speeches of the Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson and Babu Akhil 
Chandra Datta, I am driven to the conclusion that the old resolution, 
which the Council passed in August last, should stand. We have 
heard the Hon’ble Member in charge, who quotes to us certain figures; 
those figures have been openly disputed by the other side. An old 
wit has said that there are three things : first lies, next black lies and 
lastly statistics. I do not place much value on statistics, because 
statistics usually are a mere juggling with figures. If it be only the 
financial aspect which stands in the way, then I think very little has 
been said on behalf of the Government against the transfer of Sylhet 
to Bengal. It was originally in Bengal and unless and until it can 
be proved that there will l>e a serious financial loss to the province 
as a whole, the old resolution of the Council should stand. The Gov- 
ernment are anxious to spend several crores of rupees for putting a 
few rods of iron across the Hnoghly, but they fight shy of including 
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Sylhet in Bengal for fear of tlie low of a few lakhs. Their attitude 
seems to b4 that of straining at a gnat while swallowing a camel. I 
submit, Sir, that no strong case has been made out against the transfer 
so far as financial considerations are concerned, hence I am opposed 
to the resolution framed by the Government, 

The HOfl’Me iir MUCH STEPHENSON: I had no wish in framing 
this resolution to exclude any general discussion which any member , 
might have wished on this matter and I may point out thut it is Bnbu 
Akhil Chandra Datta who ha* objected to the discussion of the matter on 
other tbau financial grounds only. Well, Sii, there has not beet], 1 think, 
anything in the debate, since I sjw’ce last, which really alters my 
position. The last shaker displayed a financial insouciance which is 
exactly what I do not want the House to follow. Turning to Halm 
Akhil Chandra Datta’s argument, he *iid that at Delhi the Assam 
representative placed the deficit at Its. 1 lakh and now the Assam Gov- 
ernment are placing it at Its. 4 lakhs and that, therefore, the Assam 
figures are unreliable. Well, Sir, at that time it was known generally to 
the Assam Government that Nylhet was a deficit district, since then they 
have gone into actual figures and now they have given us the actual 
figures of deficit. Then, *Sir, Habu Akhil Chandra DuJtta ban 
practically admitted that he does not understand the figures and so 
far as I can see the whole of his speech is merely a repetition of 
Mr. Chanda’s letter and in the long run it u mounts to exactly the 
same thing as Mr. Chanda’s argument, namely, let us (rust to Pro- 
vidence to help us and wait for something to turn up. The main 
nigument of Babu Akhil Chandra Datta is that three years ago the deficit 
was Its. t- lakhs, two years ago Its. 4 lakhs and last year it was Rs. 2 lakhs, 
and that therefore this year it must lie nil. But I would ask the Council 
whether that sort of argument is the sort of thing which the Council 
ought to accept when they are coming to a serious decision. It is, 
as I have said, placing more on hope than it is normally able to carry. 
We have got the actual figures taken from the Government account** 
and I submit there is no reason to supiwwe that the figures we have 
leceived are incorrect. I think in deciding whether we ure going to 
take over Sylhet or not, we should proceed on the basis of the informa- 
tion before us as to what it is going to cost us. Then, Sir, Babu Akhil 
Chandra Datta has alluded to the rise in receipts last year ; this is an 
example of certain pitfalls which we must guard against: the last 
year’s figures which show a considerable increase of revenue under 
** Land Revenue 99 include considerable arrear collection which wa* 
responsible for an increase of something over Rs. 1 lakh. Then Babu 
Akhil Chandra Datta claimed something like Rs. 50,000 revenue which 
ought to have been paid in Sylhet, but which was paid in Bengal r 
that is beside the point, it will not mean any extra receipts if we take 
over Sylhet; whether the money is rightly paid in Bengal or not, 
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we hare got it and it will not be an additional receipt; all we can say 
in that if we don't take over Sylhet, they might possibly set up a claim 
that we should pay to them that amount instead. In any case it does 
not affect the deficit. Then, Sir, he goes on with Mr. Chanda's letter 
and alludes to expected receipts on account of income-tax earned in 
Sylhet hut paid in Bengal. Well, Sir, we receive a certain share of 
the income-tax collected by the Government of India and that share 
is limited to a certain percentage on the collection over the standard 
figure. And if we take over Sylhet we shall not get one pice from the 
Government of India. The whole of the income of Sylhet will go to 
the Government of India and owing to the fact that 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I ask the Hon’ble Member 
if the standard figure is fixed or based on percentage? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: The standard figure at the present 
moment is based on the figures of 1920-21 and the Government of 
India get the income-tax on that standard figure; and if there is any- 
thing over the standard figure we get a certain percentage of that. 

Tht Hon’olo Sir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: Then it is said that we 
will gel about Us. 84,000 from the stamp duty if Sylhet is taken over, 
but if you read Mr. Chanda’s letter you will find that the stamp 
revenue iR earmarked for a special purpose, namely, water-supply, and 
for this purpose Its. 1,36,000 has been allotted to Sylhet. I can find 
no trace of this payment in the figures submitted by the Government 
of Assam. If then we take over Sylhet, and if we have to give a 
definite promise to give this Rs. Rs. 1,36,000 to Sylhet, then the 
deficit must lie increased by this amount. Then, Sir, Balm Akhil 
Chandra Dntta asks why should there be a deficit at all? But as a 
matter of fact it m a deficit district and we are asked whether we are 
prepared to pay some Rs. 7 lakhs for the purpose of taking it over and 
I do ask the Council not to decide anything without full consideration 
of what it means. If the Council think that it is worth while, by all 
means let the change take place. But do not vote in favour of taking it 
over in the hope that afterwards some arrangement may be made to 
get rid of the deficit. My whole object has been to give the Council 
certain facts to enable it to come to n reasoned decision on the point — 
are we prepared to take over the Sylhet district at a considerable cost 
to us, and if we are, I have nothing more to say. 

Dr. ilDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I inquire of the Hon’bie 
Member whether Sylhet was a deficit district in 1879? 

V 

Ttw Hon’bl. Sir MUCH STEPHENSON: That 1 cannot possibly 
lay. 
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The nzo||m that the Government of India he moved to abstain from 
taking any measures for the inclnsion of the Sylhet district in Bengal 
was then ptf and a division taken with the following result;— 
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Mukerjaa, Sabu Tarafcnath. * 
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Ray, Kabu Napendra Narayan. 

Ray, Sabu Surtndra Nath. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Raja Manmatha Math. 
Ray, Babu Manmatha Math. 

Roy, Babu Satoowripati. 

Ray, Dr. Bldhan Chandra. 

Rey, Mr. 0. M. 

Ray, Mr. Klran Sankar. 

Hey, Mr. Tarlt Bhutan. 

Ray, Raja Mantteti Slash. 

Ray Ch aud hur l, Ral Bahadur Sat yen d r a 
Math. 

tartar, Babu Hemaata Kumar, 
tartar, Babu MaRntranjart. 

Saamat, Mr. A A 
Sen, Mr. A A 
Sen Oupta, Mr. A M. 

Sineha, Mr. Anm Chan d r a. 

Taratdar, Mautvl Rajtb Uddln. 
vasm, Mautvl M uhamma S . 


The Ayes being 46 and the Noes 64, the motion was lost. 
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} Contribution towards the ooet of the Belly Railway Bridge. 

The HonWo Mr. DONALD: I beg to move that this Council re- 
commends to the Government to accept the principle that the local 
Government should contribute towards the cost of the Bally Bridge 
with a view to the provision of roadways for ordinary traffic. 

I have no doubt that hon’ble members of* this House are aware 
that it is the intention of the railway authorities to build a railway 
bridge across the Hooghly near Bally, about 7 miles north of Calcutta, 
in connection with the Calcutta Chord Railway. This is not a new 
scheme, it is indeed an old one, and the subject of alignment, water- 
ways, railway approaches came under the consideration of Government 
more than 10 years ago. When the railway project first came up in 
1915, the President of the Bally People’s Association asked Government 
to provide a roadway along the railway bridge. Inquiries were then 
made as to whether the local authorities in the neighbouring munici- 
palities and district boards would contribute anything towards the cost 
of the project, but there was very little response. The war then held 
up the scheme till 1921, Then came along the Committee which dealt 
with the problem of rapid transportation in and around Calcutta, and 
they gave it as their opinion that the Howrah Bridge was insufficient 
to meet requirements at the present time, and they recommended the 
provision of a roadway over the Bally Bridge. About this time the 
railway authorities asked us whether roadways should be provided over 
the bridge, and we asked them how much it would cost. They answer- 
ed that the cost of providing two roadways and two footpaths would 
amount to Its. 12G lakhs. We decided, and replied, that it was desir- 
able to provide the roadways, but in saying so to the railway authorities 
we added that our opinion should not be regarded as conveying any sort 
of under. standing that the local Government would finance these road- 
ways, should they be required eventually. We understood then that 
the bridge would be designed with the object of utilizing the proposed 
roadways as railway tracks later on if occasion arose. In the beginning 
of 1923, we were told that a railway bridge carrying two lines was suffi- 
cient for railway requirements and that if roads were required we 
should have to pay for them; there was no intention of subsequently 
utilizing them for railway tracks, and if we did not pay for the roads, 
they would not be incorporated in the design of the bridge. We com- 
mented then on the high cost of the proposed roadways— Rs. 126 lakhs, 
and said that we could not afford to pay so much and asked if it could 
not be done cheaper. After some time we were informed that, owing 
to the price of steel work having diminished and to various modifica- 
tions in the design, the figure would be Rs. 46 lakhs. Our opinion 
was that Rs. 46 lakhs was too much. So we dropped the idea. Let it 
be remembered that this figure related only to the cost of the roads. It 
was the price to be paid over and above that required for the bridge as 
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• «ilw»y |rfdge only, in order to provide for made. Ai I My, we 
thought it |M much end dropped it. But the people of Belly would 
not allow tie matter to rest, and they approached us again and asked 
us to see that roadways were provided. We accordingly again tackled 
the railway authorities and asked them if it could not be done cheaper; 
in their reply, they gave us the estimate on which I now make this 
motion. The figure which the railway authorities now give us as to 
the cost of the roadways and two footpaths is Rs, 24| lakhs, t>., for 
complete roadways on the bridge. But we could do without ail the 
roadways in the first instance. What is first wanted is the incorpora- 
tion in the bridge of the structure necessary to carry roadways. The 
proposal is for two roadways, one on either side of the track. We 
could have the structure necessary for these roadways only and do no 
more if we did not have the money to complete it. The incorporation 
ot the necessary structure would cost Rs. 13} lakhs. In any case we 
need not commit ourselves to having two roads until traffic demands it. 
We could now build one roadway over the bridge with an approach on 
either side of the river — one into Bally, at the other end into Bara- 
nagar. Rupees 11 lakhs is the sum required to add the two roads to the 
main structure as designed to carry roads and half of that would do for 
one road only. We could for the present, have only one road and build 
the second one when traffic demands it. Then, we must have approaches 
on both sides of the river which will cost roughly about Rs. 7 lakhs. 
So we could start, with one mad at a cost of Rs. 26 lakhs. Let me 
emphasize that all these figures refer only to the mads and have no- 
thing to do with what the Government of India or the railway autho- 
rities will have to pay for building the bridge as a railway bridge only. 
The figure is over and above what the railway authorities will have to 
pay for a purely railway bridge. There is nothing in it which the 
Government of India would have to pay for themselves in the construc- 
tion of the bridge. Then there is maintenance. For the two roadways 
the figure is Rs. 9,000 annually. For one mad it would be Rs. 4,500. 
The total cost of one road would Rs. 26 lakhs which we would not 
have to pay out of revenue; we would borrow the sum. The annual 
charge on this would he about Rs. 1,60,000. It is hardly possible to 
say now what traffic there would be over the bridge when it is first con- 
structed, but if we make a slight comparison with traffic over the How- 
rah Bridge, we can take it that the traffic would be such that we could 
raise about Rs. 50,000 from tolls. I would not be unduly optimistic 
and would not reckon on more than this al the outset. Taking this 
figure then the liability on our revenues would be a little over Rs. 1 
lakh only. As traffic increases, that liability will diminsh, and later 
on we could build the other mad as traffic demands. 

This is not a very expensive scheme for a bridge. We could never 
expect to build a bridge over the Hooghly at anything like this figure. 
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We are getting a great opportunity of building a bridge across the 
river at a very cheap rate — at the cost of a few lakhs only, whereas if we 
had to build a bridge ourselves, the sum would run into crores. It may 
be said that as we are getting a new Howrah Bridge, that will improve 
communications, and that the Bally Bridge is not wanted at ail. What 
I have gathered about the feeling in regard to the Howrah Bridge is 
that the new bridge must be constructed as cheaply as possible at the 
least possible cost. If that is so, you will get a bridge sufficient for 
present-day needs, but it will not suffice for conditions prevailing not 
many years hence. But leaving aside any consideration affecting 
Howrah Bridge, can anybody say that a single bridge is sufficient for a 
large industrial and commercial area stretching miles up and down the 
Hooghly on both sides of the river Y It is unthinkable. In any other 
city only one bridge connecting the two sideH of the river dividing the 
industrial areas would be considered hopelessly inadequate. Two, 
three, even four, bridges would not be considered too many, and the 
time will come when Calcutta will have to be connected with Howrah 
and the other areas on the west bank of the Hooghly by more than one 
bridge. Look at the delay, the extravagance und waste involved in 
carrying goods from Bally and the north all the way down to the 
Howrah Bridge and then away up north again to the north of Calcutta. 
The congestion is bad enough — it will be worse in future. Now we 
have got an opportunity of getting a bridge at a cost trifling as against 
the expenditure which will have to be incurred later on if we have to 
build another bridge. If we miss this opportunity, we shall never get 
it again. The railway authorities are going to build this bridge for 
railway traffic and if we say that we will help them by a contribution 
they will allow us to build roadways across that bridge for vehicular 
traffic. If we lose this chance, the opportunity will go for ever. We 
have waited for four years to give an answer to the Railway Board and 
they cannot wait any longer. We must decide at once as to what we 
are going to do. We must decide this to-day and we must tell the Gov- 
ernment of India to-day whether we will take this opportunity of hav- 
ing a good bridge at a very low cost. It is now for the Council to say 
whether they will take advantage of it. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: May I ask the Hon’ble Member whether 
there would be one roadway over the bridge? 

The Hon’ble Mr* 4* DONALD: The bridge would be designed to 
have two roadways, one on either side, the railway lines being in the 
centre. 

Or. H. W. B« MORENO: Two roads connecting the same area? 

Tbi Httt’Mi Mr. 4. DONALD: Yes. 
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Mr. GAMMELL FORRESTER: May 1 ask the Hon’ble Member 
if thia bridge is to carry two wings P 

TSe HrnAlt Mr. J. DONALD: That is so. 

Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The resolution moved by 
the Hon’ble Mr. Donald is that this Council recommends to the Gov* 
eminent to accept the principle that the local Government should con* 
tribute towards the cost of the Bally Bridge with a view to provide 
roadways for ordinary traffic — vehicular and pedestrian. Sir, in his 
speech he took particular care to explain what the cost of the Bally 
Bridge would be but so far as I could gather I have not heard anything 
on the question of principle referred to in the Resolution. Sir, them 
aie some difficulties that I feel on the question of principle and 1 hope 
that my Hon’ble Friend in his reply will explain them. The first point 
to which I desire to draw the attention of the House is this : The Bally 
Bridge* admittedly is a railway measure so far as the immediate railway 
traffic is concerned and it is undoubtedly the duty of the railway to 
provide for the cost of the bridge. We are on common ground there. 
We are not asked to pay anything for the cost of what is the immedi- 
ate necessity for railway traffic but we are asked to contribute toward* 
the cost of roadways for pedestrian and vehicular traffic. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: On a point of order, SirP May 1 
know' whether Sir Provash Chunder Mitter is moving au amendment P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is quite plain that it is not a point of order, 
Mr. Roy. 

Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, the pedestrian and vehi- 
cular traffic over the bridge will undoubtedly benefit the railways — will 
undoubtedly add to their traffic and from that point of view it is some- 
thing which one would ordinarily expect the railway to pay for. In 
the past so far as my limited knowledge goes in most railway bridges 
pedestrian traffic is provided for and also in some cases vehicular traffic. 
Therefore, on a question of principle, it cannot be taken as well-accept- 
ed, in every case that the local Government should pay for pedestrian 
and vehicular traffic. Now, assuming that the principle is accepted by 
Government — assuming that the local Government should pay because 
the local public will get some benefit, I would put it to my Hon’ble 
friend opposite. Does the Government of India propose to apply the same 
principle in the case of the Howrah Bridge? In the case of the Howrah 
Bridge undoubtedly the local public will be benefited but I can assert 
with equal confidence that the Government of India which will be 
realising perhaps 18 to 20 crores from this town of Calcutta will be 
substantially benefited. Will the same principle be applied in the case 
of the Howrah Bridge? Another question to my hon’ble friend. Under 
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section 135 of the Railway Act it is provided that “ not withstand i ng 
anything to the contrary in any enactment or in any agreement or 
award based on any enactment the following rules shall regulate the 
levy of taxes in respect of railways and from railway administrations 
in aid of the funds of local authorities, namely — A railway administra- 
tion shall not be liable to pay any tax in aid of the funds of any local 
authority unless the Governor-General in Council has, by notification 
in the official Gasette, declared the railway administration to be liable 
to pay the tax Now a railway running through a district does not 
pay a single pice by way of taxes — such as road-cess or public works 
cess — to the District Board — a railway which has valuable constructions 
withiu a municipality stands on a substantially different footing from 
ordinary rate-payers in the matter of payment of municipal taxes. I 
ask you seriously is it just and proper that the railway administration 
which gets every benefit from the local administration not to pay its 
just dues? Tf it comes to a question of principle and justice, it is only 
fit and proper that the railway administration should make suitable 
contribution to the local bodies for the advantages they enjoy. When 
justice is done to the local bodies, it will be time for the railway 
administration to come forward and make this demand. There is 
another aspect of the question affecting the principle. We all know 
that Bengal is financially very badly off. 

We nil know that the local Government can hardly carry on and 
discharge its just responsibilities towards the people of Bengal. In 
this state of the finances of Bengal has the Government of India done 
justice to Bengal? Has the Government of India which is responsible 
for the good government of India including my province, namely 
Bengal, shown a legitimate desire to discharge that responsibility by 
j lacing the local Government of Bengal in funds? So far as we are 
aware that desire has been singularly absent. Sir, we find our pro- 
vince steeped in ignorance, villages without drinking water and the 
middle classes without employment. Has the Government of India 
which is ultimately responsible for the good government of the people 
of Bengal shown any alacrity to place adequate resources at the dis- 
posal of the Government of Bengal to enable that Government to dis- 
charge its duties towards them? If it had done so, if it had placed 
the Government of Bengal in funds, we should not have grudged the 
few lakhs now required. Sir, I am one of those who believe that 
additional arrangements in the bridge for vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic will undoubtedly benefit the local public. By “ local public ff 
1 do not mean merely the people of Bally. I mean a good portion of 
the town of Calcutta, a good portion of the commercial and mercantile 
interests of Calcutta and also many town on this side of the river, 
but the interests of these localities compared with the vast interests 
of the province are not very large. Here is a proposition by which we 
are asked to take money from the general tax-payer of the province 
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and we areliked to vote on a question of principle. I should like to 
hear more about the justification of this principle. I find that my 
Hon'ble friend/ the Finance Member, is shaking his head, perhaps he 
is ashamed Of his handiwork, perhaps he now thinks that the introduc- 
tion of the Word “ principle ” in the drafting of the resolution is 
something which should not hove been done. But better late than 
never. 

Shortly, the point is this — that no case has been made out by my 
hon’ble friend in his opening speech by which he can convince us that 
we should pay for the roadways on the Bally Bridge. If we hear 
further arguments in this connection we will give the matter further 
consideration. 

Babtt AMULYA OHONE ADDYl May I ask the Hon’ble Mover 
of the resolution ns to what is the exact amount that we are asked to 
contribute towards the construction of the roadways, whether it is 
a lump sum contribution or an annual one; and if an annual one, for 
what period? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALDS The amount would be met by a 
loan spread over about 50 years, involving an annual charge of about 
Rs. 1$ lakhs. 

Rai Sahib PANCHAN AN BARM A: In the United Provinces also 
there are railway bridges on which there are roadways for wheeled 
and vehicular traffic. May I know if <he United Provinces Govern- 
ment contribute something towards the construction and maintenance 
of the roadways on the bridges there? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 4. DONALD: I am sorry I have no information 
on this point. 

Babu DEVI PR08AD KHAITAN. The question that arises out of 
the resolution and as enumerated by my hon’ble friend Sir P. C. Hitter 
is in fact one that would ordinarily go to the root of the whole matter, 
namely, the question of the principle that the local Government should 
contribute towards the cost of the Bally Railway Bridge with a view 
to the provision of roadways for ordinary traffic. I understand Sir 
P. C. Mitter to mean that although it might be desirable to have 
roadways for ordinary traffic attached to the Bally Bridge this House 
should not commit itself to the principle that the local Government 
should always contribute towards the cost of railway bridges in order 
to provide for roadways. Personally speaking, 8ir, I cannot under* 
stand why the Government resolution has been worded in this manner. 
It would, perhaps, be sufficient to have asked this Council in the cir- 
cumstances relating to this question that in as much as the Govern- 
ment of Bengal has been unable to get the Government of India pay 
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lot the construction of roadways to be attached to the Bally Railway 
Bridge this Council should recommend to the Government that as a 
special case such expenses should be contributed. I do not know if 
at this stage my hon'ble friend Mr. Donald can alter the resolution in 
odrer to make it more acceptable to the House. If it were possible 
perhaps the objection that has been raised by Sir P. C. Mitter would 
at once disappear. 

As regards the question as to whether the local Government should 
contribute towards the provision of roadways or not it depends really 
on the endeavours that the Government of Bengal has made to induce 
the Government of India or the railway authorities to follow the usual 
procedure of providing for roadways attached to railway bridges as 
exist in the case of the bridges at Benares, at Allahabad and several 
other railway bridges which need not be mentioned. I hope and trust 
that the Government of Bengal has put forth sufficient endeavours to 
induce the railway authorities to follow the same principle. It would 
be better if the Government took the House into confidence and stated 
what endeavours they have in fact made in the matter. So far as the 
question itself is concerned I believe the House will not be prepared 
to give up roadways attached to the Bally Bridge. There can he no 
doubt that it is a matter of great importance to have roadways attached 
to a bridge. The provision of roadways on the Bally Bridge has 
always been of great importance in coming to a decision about the 
Howrah Bridge. Calcutta is no doubt expected to expand towards the 
north. If it dees, it is very necessary apart from commercial interests 
to have a link for vehicular traffic as proposed apart from road traffic 
between Bally and Calcutta. It would not only help jute and other 
stuffs to come from the western side to the eastern side, to Shambazar, 
Hatkhola to Cossipore, etc., but it would also help those living on the 
western side of the river without having to come across by way of 
walking Barabazar, etc. It will surely relieve the congestion of traffic 
that ordinurily prevails on the Howrah Bridge and this traffic will no 
doubt expand unless there be another connecting link between Calcutta 
and Howrah. Personally speaking I feel that not . only two bridges 
are required to connect Howrah and Calcutta but three or four 
bridges should be necessary in order to give the necessary facilities 
to traffic. In this fact of the matter I believe the House should not 
for ever give up the possibility of having roadways attached to the 
Bally Bridge. 

As to whether this resolution should be accepted in its present 
wording or not is surely a matter on which Government ought to 
enlighten us further. It may perhaps be possible for my friend the 
Hon’ble Mr. Donald to withdraw the present resolution and bring it 
in a better and more suitable form in the January session next year. 
If it is not possible to Ho so I hope, Sir, you will be able to give 
permission to Mr. Donald to alter the resolution in order to get rid 
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of the diffidalty about the principle so that it may be more acceptable 
to the House* But I strongly feel that the House should not give up 
the hope of having roadways attached to the BaUy Bridge because if 
this opportunity is lost I fear that we lose the opportunity for ever. 

The Hon’Mo Mr. J. DONALDS If it is permissible. Sir, and it 
would avoid discussion on the principle, I would like to have the 
resolution amended in the form in which it was originally sent in 
from the Public Works Department. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If the original form was disallowed, I cannot 
of course allow it now. However, please write out your amended 
resolution and have it handed over to me when I will consider it. 

Dr. SIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: It is an irony of fate that the 
Hon’ble Mr. Donald should have brought forward his resolution im- 
mediately after the Hon v ble Sir Hugh Stephenson’s. There one 
Member of Government was pleading 44 do not take Sylhet because 
it is a deficit district; we have not got the money to pay/’ Here 
Mr. Donald says “ have another roadway at a commitment of Rs. 1} 
lakhs for the next 50 years.” Sir Hugh Stephenson said that Mr. 
Chanda had built upon hope, that although the deficit which was Rs. 6 
lakhs 3 years ago has become Rs. 3 or 4 lakhs in 1920 and last year 
it was only Rs. 2 lakhs, although Mr. Chanda thinks it may be nothing 
in future, yet do not depend on hope. Mr. Donald says 44 on the 
other hand, it may be that if the traffic increase ice may realise more 
from tolls on those who use the bridge* — perhaps by the imposition of 
octroi taxes.” 

I have heard Mr. Khaitan very carefully and his proposition no 
one disputes. There is one roadway now, if there are 10 roadways to 
connect the two sides of the river it will certainly facilitate the trans- 
port of goods and people who travel from one side of the river to the 
other. The question is, can we put this principle into practice under 
the present conditions P Is it possible for any member of the Council 
to agree to a proposal of practically putting by Rs. 1} lakhs for the 
next 40 or 60 years when there is no money for more urgent proposals 
which are necessary for the good of the people of this country. I 
know, if such a suggestion were made to Mr. Donald his reply will be, 
at least I can prophesy, what it will be. He will say ” where is your 
scheme P” This is the answer he gave lost time when a similar pro- 
posal was put before him for acceptance. 

May I ask the Hon'ble Member, who are the people that arc likely 
to benefit immediately by the creation of the bridge? Is it not a 
fact that the great number of people who will be benefited by this 
scheme are those mill people living in Bally, Seram pore, etc., on one 
side of the river and those living on the other side in Barnagore and 



100 


GOVERNMENT RESOLUTIONS. 


[ 4 th Thx, 


the mill area*. The creation of a bridge will facilitate the transport 
of their goods. Is there any proposal to ask these big mill-owners tc 
contribute towards the cost of the bridge. I asked Mr. Donald if he 
thought it possible to raise Rs. 1J lakhs in tolls from the people whose 
goods will travel over the bridge, but he had no data on which he 
could depend and give me this assurance. 

My friend, Mr. Khaitan, said that it will relieve the congestion 
on the Howrah Bridge. I think no one doubts that. But to what 
extent? My next point is that the Hon'ble Mr. Donald is asking us to 
agree to a principle, the principle being that there should be a bridge 
with a roadway. I feel that the moment we agree to the principle, 
we commit ourselves to the expenditure of a certain amount of money. 
Sir, if we tell the Government of India that we agree to the principle 
of having a roadway, it would mean that the Government of India 
will have to put heavier joists and girders so as to carry the extra 
roadway on either side of the railway lines, and I am sure the Gov- 
ernment of India are not going to depend on the principle and not 
ask us to pay our share for the cost of the heavier joists. Therefore, 
it is not a question of accepting any principle, but the question is : 
Can we under (the present circumstances afford to pay from the 
Bengal Government Rs. 1£ lakhs annually for the next 40 years, for 
the purpose of connecting by a bridge two portions on either side of 
the river, when we know nothing of the amount of the traffic which 
will pass over it. I would ask the Hon’ble Member to give us the 
figures, as it will convince us that the traffic is sufficient to enable the 
Government to realize Rs. 1} lakhs in tolls; but the Hon’ble Member 
is not sure of these figures. Therefore, under these circumstances, 
I, and others who feel like me, would strongly oppose this motion. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, PUBLIC WORKS DEPART- 
MINT (Mr. C. C. Dey): I beg to move formally an amendment to 
the resolution which stands in the name of the Hon’ble Mr. Donald. 
I beg to move that the words 44 to accept the principle ” be omitted. 
The amended resolution would then rend ns follows: — 

' * This Council recommends to the Government that the Local 
Government should contribute towards the cost of the 
Bally Railway Bridge with n view to the provision of road- 
ways for ordinary traffic. ” 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I admit the amendment. The debate will now 
proceed on the new draft. 

Of* BIDHAN CHANDRA RDYl Will those members who have 
already spoken on the original motion be allowed to speak on the 
amended resolution now before the Council P 
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Mr. PIMM 10 ENT l A member will certainly be allowed to adduce 
new arguments but not to repeat old once. 

Maillvj WAHED HOfttAIN: So far as the question of Bally Bridjg* 
is concerned, I think, there is some doubt, at least in my mind, as to 
whether the construction of this bridge will lessen the cost of construc- 
tion of the Howrah Bridge. I raise the question, because this is directly 
connected with the question of cost of construction of the Howrah 
Bridge. I understand that the Howrah Bridge requires Its. 13} lakhs 
annually and the construction of the Bally Bridge — I mean the foot- 
paths — will require Rs. 45 lakhs and Its. 2 lakhs for upkeep. Now, there 
are two proposals before the House — one is under the considers t ion of 
the Select Committee on the Howrah Bridge Bill and the other is that 
if we pay Its. 2$ lakhs for one bridge whether it will have a direct 
effect of lessening the cost of the other bridge, i.c.. the Howrah Bridge, 
or of lessening the dimension of the bridge as originally proposed by 
the Committee of Engineers appointed in 1912 and subsequently by 
another Committee of Engineers who recommended the construction of 
the bridge which is now under consideration. I can understand one 
thing, Sir, if the construction of the Bally Bridge will lead to the 
reduction of the amount of cost required for the Howrah Bridge, then, 
of course, it is a consideration which we may take cognisance of, hut 
if we are required to pay twice — once for the Bally Bridge and again 
for the Howrah Bridge — then the question assumes a serious aspect. 
No doubt it is admitted that the construction of pathways attached to 
the Bally Bridge will divert a considerable portion of traffic from 
Calcutta and in that case it ought necessarily to follow that the How- 
rah Bridge need not be of that dimension and would not therefore 
involve that amount of expenditure. But we are not in possession 
of any facts, neither have we any information on this point, viz., 
whether the one will react on the other. When we know this, then it 
will be for us to consider whether we are going to two instalments 
of payment for two bridges. 

Mr* C. B. CHARTRES: This resolution brings forward an aspect 
which to my mind is extremely important not only to Calcutta but to a 
very large area of Bengal. The traffic in this area has increased at a 
rapid space during the last 20 or 30 years, and if the rate of increase 
in traffic continues it is not one bridge that will he required in the next 
50 years, but two or more bridges — and* the point about this resolution 
is that it seems to give us an opportunity of getting a second bridge 
over the Hoogbly at a very, very low cost to Bengal, If the oppor- 
tunity is missed now, as the Mover has said, it will never recur, and 
the reason for that is that in order to provide the extra accommodation 
in the bridge the original plans for the bridge and the designs must 
be made so as to incorporate the extra dimensions and the extra strength 
required to accommodate road traffic as well as railway traffic. 
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Secondly, tbe whole design of the bridge must be dealt with from the 
foundation upwards. It is not a question of merely providing some steel 
work but it has got to be thought out and applied ab initio , from the 
very start, and as we all know the proposal to build this bridge has 
recently been sanctioned by the Secretary of State, and the railway 
authorities have already appointed a special Engineer to start with the 
actual erection of the bridge. So, if this alteration in the new design 1 
is to be made, there is not a minute to be lost. It is not a question of J 
having the discussion next session. I understand that the designs are 
already very well forward and if this alteration is to be incorporated, 
it will have to be done at once. The start on a new design will have 
to be taken in hand immediately. The consequence is that this Council 
is now asked to make up its mind as to the desirability and tbe neces- 
sity for this expenditure. Everybody who has so far taken part in 
the debate has admitted the necessity or rather the desirability for the 
provision of this accommodation. The amount of traffic that has now 
to make a detour in order to get from one side of the river to the other 
is very considerable, and in estimating what it would cost Bengal to 
have this bridge built, we have got to allow a very large credit for the 
very large saving which will accrue to all users of that bridge. At the 
present moment bullock carts have to go round by Howrah in order to 
get to the other side of the river and I should imagine that the actual 
advantage to the users of carts and lorries after the bridge is built 
would be very considerably more than Rs. 1£ lakhs per annum 
which it is estimated the bridge will cost Bengal. There is a second 
proposal which, 1 understand, the Hon’ble Mover had in his mind, 
and that was if this Council authorized? Government now to contribute 
towards the cost of the bridge, Government would tell the railway autho- 
rities that they must include in their designs for the bridge the necessary 
provisions for carrying the road traffic — but that does not mean neces- 
sarily that we commit the Government now to provide the whole cost of 
building a complete bridge at once. As far as I understand? the actual 
alterations which the railway authorities will have to moke in order to 
provide this accommodation is Rs. L3f lakhs, and that is the first pay- 
ment the local Government will be called upon to make probably within 
the next two or three years. After that it is open to Government at any 
time to proceed with the balance of the expenditure, first to put one- 
half of the bridge, as the Hon'ble Mover has explained, and, secondly, 
to complete the bridge mainly for extra traffic when it demands it. 
Admitting that a second bridge is of necessity to Bengal which I think 
most members will do, it seems to me that any dilatory motion now or 
any vote against this motion will involve very great hardship to 
Calcutta principally and to all parts of Bengal in and? about Calcutta, 
due to the fact that if a second bridge comes to be built in, say, 
years* time, the cost of building such a bridge then will be perhaps 
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Rs, 2 crow Instead of the maximum cost under this arrangement of 
Ra. 46 lakh*. I therefore strongly urge the House to agree to the 
amended resolution now before the Council and enable the Government 
to arrange with the railway authorities to have this bridge designed 
and built so as to accommodate the road traffic. 

tabu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: 1 am opposed to this resolution 
•oil several grounds. We are informed that we shall have to contribute 
Ra. 1} lakhs a year — not for a year or two, but for a period of 60 years 
continuously. Thus within this period the total amount of contribu- 
tion will bo not loss than Rs. 80 lakhs. It has been stated that it is 
not on principle, but as a special case that this contribution has been 
asked for. I beg to submit that it would be a very bad precedent. We 
have been called upon to contribute towards the cost of a railway bridge 
with a view to the provision of roadways for ordinary traffic and this 
precedent will be applied in the case of similar bridges. Therefore, if 
we commit ourselves to this resolution, I am afraid, we Rhall have to 
sanction similar contributions now and then. Sir, it has been stated 
that there will Ik* heavy vehicular traffic and pedestrian traffic over this 
roadway along this bridge, but I beg to submit that, as this will connect 
Bally with Ariadaha mi the other side of the river Hooghly, I doubt 
whether the traffic will l>e so heavy as contemplated. It has been stated 
that it will lie similar to that over the Howrah Bridge, but I beg to 
submit that the Howrah Bridge* connects the two terminal stations in 
Howrah, viz., the East Indian Railway and Bengal-Nagpur Railway 
with Sealdah which is the terminal station of the Eastern Bengal 
Railway. I therefore do not think that the traffic will be so heavy ns 
is contemplated. 

Now*, Sir, I am further of opinion that this is really a scheme of 
the railway authorities and, therefore, the Government of India should 
pay for it. We all know that in the case of the Howrah Bridge the 
Government of India has declined to make a contribution of even 
Rs. 5 lakhs a year but at the same time I find that they have agreed 
to make some contribution provided we commit- ourselves to an expendi- 
ture of more than Rs. fi crores. Sir, the financial condition of the 
Government of Bengal is a deplorable one. It is with the greatest 
difficulty that we have been finding our means. It is because of this 
state of finances that the Government is unable to meet sufficient 
funds for the encouragement of primary and technical education. 
Wo all know that it is on account of inadequate finances that we have 
nit been able to have proper water-supply in the mufassal. As regards 
the finances of the Government of India, as it appears from the report 
issued that, in the year 1886 the amount of income-tax from Bengal 
alone was Ra. 38 lakhs, but in the year 1920 it has been increased to 
Re* 6 crores and 40 lakhs. Similarly, in the case of railways in 1876 
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the total amount of revenue from railways in India was Us. 4 crore* 
and Re. 60 lakhs, hut in the year 1924 it increased to more than Bs. 21 
crones. In the case of Customs duty in India in 1862 it was Bs. 1 
crores and Bs. 80 lakhs, but in 1924 it went up to Rs. 45 crores. Ii 
thus appears that the state of the finances of the Government of Indif 
is a satisfactory one ; and as it is an imperial question in which th< 
railway authorities are vitally interested, it is the Government oi 
India which should pay for it. We, the members of this Council, should 
not be called upon to make any contribution towards this scheme. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I admitted the amendment of Mr. Dey withoui 
any objection. But in order to enable the discussion to continue or 
the amended form, I think I should put the amendment formally t< 
the House. 

The question is that from the motion of the Hon’ble Mr. J. Donalc 
the following words be omitted “ to accept the principle ”. Tbos< 
who are in favour of the amendment will say “ Aye ” and those of th< 
contrary opinion will say “ No. ” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI : Sir, I could not follow the argu 
ments of Dr. Roy. If we can afford to spend Rs. 5 lakhs on Sylhei 
for sentimental satisfaction surely we can spend Rs. 1$ lakhs for t 
solid thing and for having extra traffic facilities over Bally Bridge 
proposed in the resolution. I cannot also understand the reason whj 
Sir Provash Cbunder Mitter should oppose this resolution merely or 
the ground that the Government of India have not offered help to u* 
iu other matters. It is no use saying that, because the Government oi 
India refused to contribute for the Howrah Bridge, therefore, we shall 
also refuse help towards the construction of roadways over Ballj 
Bridge. The piesent question should be decided on its own merit* 
and not in a spirit of retaliation. That would be like cutting one’* 
nose to spite one’s face. Maulvi Wahed Hossain seems to agree thai 
the roadway is a necessity hut he has bis doubts as to whether thi 
extra facilities over the Bally Bridge will reduce the cost of the Howral 
Bridge. Well, Sir, that is a matter for the engineers to say. W i 
should only consider the principle here. Sir, those who live on eithei 
side of the river in the north of Calcutta know to their cost what c 
terrible condition prevails there owing to the want of bridge and vehi- 
cular facilities. I am sure if we do not pass this resolution we wil] 
be condemned by people living on both sides of the river. Those whe 
live there know that the ferry service brings good income, and w« 
also know how frequently accidents happen in ferry boats which are oi 
antediluvion type. Only the other day a terrible accident had hap- 
pened near Tittagarh costing several human lives. Then, Sir, from 
the point of view of industry— I mw the working cleeses end leboui 
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i§ a part of ator industry — we all know that most of the working* people 
work on either side of the river and they have to use country boats in 
many places to come to their work and it would be of the greatest 
benefit to them if roadways are made on the proposed Bally Bridge. 
We must judge this question from this stand point: whether we are 
getting our money’s worth, that is to say, whether it would provide 
adequate facilities for people on both sides of the river and remove 
the terrible congestion of traffic on Howrah Bridge and in Grand Trunk 
Roads on either side of the river. I am therefore strongly in favour 
of this motion. 

Mattlvi ABDUL CAFURs 1 will only speuk a few words on this 
resolution. Sir, my friends on the other side of the House think that 
we ought to have this bridge because it would prove of benefit to us 
but, Sir, they forget that we deserve many things under the sun which 
we caunot afford to have. The only question is whether our financial 
condition would permit us to have this bridge. The question is 
whether w*e can pay for this bridge and if we cannot pay, w'hat 
is» the use of passing this resolution. We all know* that Bengal 
is heavily taxed and that we cannot afford to pay a large sum of money 
for 40 years. How can we pay when the Nation-building Departments 
are starved? Every department is being starved. If our funds would 
permit w*e can have this project, but ns our funds do not permit it my 
submission to the House is that we should not support this motion. 

Mr. N. C. SEN: I congratulate the Government for deleting the 
word “principle”. It is an exceedingly inconvenient word and the 
frank admission that principle is not consistent with Government 
action is something on which I can really congratulate Government. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The discussion must proceed on the amended 
resolution and not on the original resolution. 

Mr. N. C. SEN: Still the word “ principle ” can come in the 
amended resolution. What is the principle on which the contribu- 
tion is asked for. If Bengal is going to be benefited by the scheme 
surely Bengal ought to contribute towards its cost. But if we apply 
this principle to another matter with w*hich we have to deal, the 
Howrah Bridge, we can point out that not only Bengal but the whole 
of India is benefited hv the Howrah Bridge. If we apply the principle 
of “ benefit ”, the Government of India is bound to contribute 
towards the cost of the Howrah Bridge hut we understand they are 
ngt at all willing to do so. But as the Bally Bridge is going to 
benefit the people of Bengal, therefore we must pay. Sir, I fail to 
understand this idea of principle. Surely, there ought to be one rule 
for all. Sir, we are all familiar by now with the interpretation of 
“ co-operation ” which means “ I order, yon pay, yon demand, I 
refuse We have heard this from Whitehall, from Simla and from 
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the local Government and the Government are quite thorough in this 
matter. They have all been telling us that this is the proper definition 
of co-operation. The Government of Bengal must pay when the 
Government of India make any demand, but if the local Government 
want the co-operation of the Supreme Government they will get their 
refusal. The response must always be on one side. India must 
respond when England demands and England must refuse when India 
demands anything. When the Government of India demands Bengal 
must respond but when Bengal demands the Government of India 
must refuse. The Government of India are taking away by way of 
taxes a great deal of money from this province and are they not in 
duty bound to spend some portion of it on this province P But instead 
of that they will pass orders and expect us to pay. We shall be 
wanting in self-respect if we contribute to the Bally Bridge when the 
Government of India have not only refused to contribute towards the 
Howrah Bridge but even they have refused permission to realise certain 
taxes. In these circumstances I oppose the grant to the Bally Bridge 
not because it would not benefit the people but becuase of the reasons 
I have already stated. 

Mr. J, CAMPBELL F0RRE8TER. Sir, this is the seventh time 
that I have attempted to catch your eye and I have at last succeeded. 
The anxiety and energy spent in this effort, has driven from my mind, 
the arguments I had marshalled in favouir of this proposal. The 
outstanding features of the debate that strikes me is that various 
speakers have drawn the usual red-herring across the path and have 
succeeded in creating a fog in the House as to the real issue which 
is before it. Sir, the fact is that we have a real unique opportunity 
of getting a bridge at a very cheap cost and thus establish communica- 
tion between two sides of the river. Surely, there can be no doubt 
in the minds of the members that bridges across the river are required 
when you have a population of about two millions in the neighbour- 
hood and there should be no question in our mind excepting that 
advantage must be taken of this rare opportunity. The necessity of 
bridges is apparent to all. As many of the speakers have tried to 
play upon the sentiment of the members might I call to their attention 
how many accidents have occurred in the crossing of the river. Lives 
are frequently lost and only a week or two ago a whole family wm 
practically wiped out by the capsising of a country boat. These lives 
would have been spared had you plenty of bridges. Let us try to 
forget the faults of Government. We well understand that Govern- 
ment has its faults hut that is no reason why we should not recognise 
the importance of the matter as embodied in the Hon’ble Mr. Donal<rs 
resolution. The Hoq’ble Member has clearly and lucidly explained 
the method by which people are going to be benefited. I need not, 
therefore, take up the time of the Council longer but I would only 
ask the members to remember that there is One thing that we should 
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look for and that it not the faults of the Government but ask our* 
selves the question and that is the only question before us and that 
is whether It would benefit the people of Bengal or notP Surely, 
there is only one reply and that is vote for this measure. 

Hr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY; I am glad that a railway bridge at 
Bally has been finally decided upon. The cost of construction will 
be necessarily borne by the Government of India. No one can say 
that the Provincial Government have anything to do with the cost 
of a bridge meant exclusively for railway traffic. But the plain 
issues which have been raised by the Government resolution is of two 
sorts: The first is whether it is a matter of necessity to provide a 
roadway for ordinary traffic. The second is whether the local 
Government should at all contribute towards such cost, I feel that 
if the necessity for such roadways is once admitted, contribution 
should be made by Government. I apprehend that no roadways will 
at all be provided by the Government of India if we do not now agree 
to the principle. I say this in perfect honesty that roadwuys should 
be provided in the interests and for the benefit of trade and commerce. 
I do not think it will be a burden on the local Government if they 
contribute to this project. But I think the question of the nature 
and extent of the contribution will be open to discussion at the time 
when demand for grant is made. I want to make it clear that 1 would 
like to offer my remarks on that occasion. I support the resolution. 

The following amendment by Babu Naliuiranjan Sarker was not 
moved : — 

“ That the consideration of the matter arising out of the Hon'ble 
Mr. Donald’s motion be postponed till the next session of 
this Council.” 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: 1 object to this resolution and 
I object to it not because* the Government of India have taken a 
particular attitude in the matter of the Howrah Railway Bridge. I 
take it that the Bengal Government, when it brings forward this 
motion, does not agree with the Government of India in the matter 
of providing money for roadways, sees the error of the Government 
of India and regrets the attitude which the Government of India 
have taken. I object to the resolution on the merits. I have, no doubt, 
that the provision of roadways is on advantage but the large contribu- 
tion which it is proposed to make to this particular project is wholly 
disproportionate to the advantages that may be gained. It may be 
an advantage to some localities in the matter of crossing the river 
but it will in no way be an advantage to the Calcutta business traffic 
and that is the problem with which we are confronted; it will in no 
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way solve that problem. In these circumstances it does not seem to 
me to be right to make such a large contribution in a matter of this 
kind. 

Ttli Hon'We Mr. J. DONALD: As Mr. Campbell Forrester has said, 
a good deal of fog has been thrown over the discussion by this reference 
to principle. The only principle involved is that roads are provincial 
subjects, to be paid for from provincial revenues: if we want roads 
we have got to pay for them. It is not a question of the Government 
of India asking us to pay for a railway bridge. The East Indian 
Railway are going to construct a bridge across the Hooghly at Bally 
and if we would like to have a road over the bridge, the railway will 
provide it if we pay for it ; it is not a question of Government paying 
for this bridge. The roadway would be a provincial asset. 

As to what Babu I)ebi Prosad Khaitan said about bridges up- 
country, it must be remembered that these were constructed when the 
position was entirely different. Under the present reformed system, 
roads are a provincial subject; and if we want roads we have to pay 
for them ourselves. If we do not pay the cost and if we say we will 
not contribute to the cost of these roadways, then the railway author- 
ities will not make provision in the design and we will never again 
have the chance of getting any roadways over this bridge for vehicular 
and pedestrian traffic. The bridge will not be built to carry the 
weight of roads later on. It will be too late for us to ask for road- 
ways once the bridge is constructed. It will not do, as Babu Tarit 

Bhusan Roy says, to wait till the demand for grants is discussed, for 
a decision must he come to before the design of the bridge is ready 
and work started. 

Babu Amulyu Dhone Addy, who says that we have got to con- 
tribute a large sum for several years, forgets the fact that we can 
recover a good deal in tolls over the traffic passing the bridge. 

I must admit, of course, what I)r. Bidhan Chandra Roy says, that 
I cannot give actual detailed figures of the amount of traffic likely 

to pass over the bridge. We could not at first expect to get from 

the traffic over the roadways the equivalent of what we have to 
pay for its construction, but surely there ought to be some foresight 
in this matter. We must realise there must in time be more bridges 
over the Hooghly. Now we have an opportunity of getting one at 
a cost of under Rs, 2 lakhs a year. In a few years* time other bridges 
will be necessary and you will then have to pay for them at the rate 
of Rs. 15 lakhs a year. 

The question is this. Is the Council prepared to agree that 
should ask the railway authorities to provide in this bridge for two 
roadways with a view tp connect the busy centres of the west with the 
east? We must look ahead, as I have said, and provide against the 
time when more bridges will be necessary, when we will have to pay 
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for them at c much larger figure. If we do not take advantage of 
this opportunity, it will not occur again. I commend my Resolution 
therefore to the support of this Council. 

The motion that this Council recommends to the Government that 
the local Government should contribute towards the cost of the Bally 
Railway Bridge with a view to the provision of roadways for ordinary 
traffic was then put and a division taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 


Abbott, Mr. C. 0. 

Addams-WIUIams, Mr. C. 

Butt, the Han'ble f. 4. 

Btrfay, Mr. L. 

Tum, Mr. P. N. 

Campbell, Mr. K. 

Chartres, Mr. C. B. 

CtwuMHiurl. Mawab Bahadur Salyltf Navrab 
All, Khan Bahadur. 

Cohen, Mr. O. a 
Carooran, Mr. B. 4. 

De, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. 0. 0. 

OanaM, tha Hanble Mr. 4, 

Datt, Mr. C. t. 

Eddie, Mr. B. E. 0. 

Forrester, Mr. 4. Campbell. 

Ghumavl, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed 
Khan. 

Oaanfca, Hal Bahadur Bedrldas. 

n, ( | a yy 

Heard, Major-General Richard, 


Mepkynt, Mr. W. S. 

Hesse in, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Musharraf. 
Hue, Mautvl Ekraimd. 

James, Mr. P. K. 

Jennaway, Mr. 4, M. 

Khaltast, Bahu Debl Prasad. 

Lidded, Mr. H. C. 

Lindsay, Mr. J. H. 

M arena, Dr. H. W. B. 

Oaten, Mr. E. P. 

Parrel t, Mr. P. 

Rahim, the Han’Me Sir Abd-ws 
Ray, the Hen'Me Maharaja Bahadur 
Kshaunieh Chandra. 

Ray OhaudhuH, Mr. K. 0. 

Ray, Mr. S. N. 

Ray, Mr. Tam Bhutan, 
darker, Mautvl A Hah Bukhtb. 

•nalth, Mr. 4. P. 

Stephens an, tha Han’ble Sir Hush. 
Travers, Mr. W. L. 

Waodhead, Mr. 4. A. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhone. 

Ahamad, Mautvl Aslmuddln. 

Ahmed, Maulvl Najmuddln. 

Ahmed, Mautvl Tayebuddln. 

Ahmed, Mautvl Zannear. 

AhsanuUah, Matlah. 

All, Maulvl Sayyad Sultan. 

Batehl, Babu Romes Chandra. 

Banerjaa, Dr. Pramathanath. 

Banerjee, Babu Satya Klshare. 

Banerjaa, Ral Bahadur Ablnath Chandra. 
Baeu, Babu Jatlndra Nath. 

Basu, Babu Sarat Chandra. 

Bate, Babu Bajay Krishna. 

Chakravartl, Babu Jatlndra Chandra. 
Chahravarty, Babu tudarsan. 

Ch a udhu H , Mautvl Salyad Abdur Rab. 
OhaudhuH, Ral Marandranath. 

Chaudhury, Maulvl Md. Nurul Hur. 
Ohundar, Mr. Mlnaal Chandra. 

Das, Bahu Cham Chandra. 

Das, Dr. Mahhtl Mahan. 

Oatta, Babu Ahhll Chandra. 

Day, Babu Bara da Prasad. 

Oats, Mel Bahadur Pyarl LaL 
Qatar, Maulvl AbduL 
Oaapdy, Babu Kbag ea dri Hath. 

Cuba, Mr. P. N. 

Haidar, Mr. S. N. 

Haesala, M aul v l Wabad. 

Mur, Mr. Mabbubul 


Jaardar, Mautvl Aftab Hessaln. 

Khan, Bahu Dabandra LaL 
Khan, Maulvl AmanaL 
Khan, Maulvl Mahl Uddln. 

Lai Mahammad, Hajl. 

Mahammad, Maulvl Basar. 

Malty, Babu Mahendra Nath. 

Mltra, Babu Jatendra Nath. 

Mlttar, Sir Provash Ohundar. 

Mukerjaa, Babu Taraknath. 

Handy, Mafia raj Kumar Sris Chandra. 
Nasker, Babu Mem Chandra. 

Neecl, Babu Manmehan. 

Quader, Maulvl AbduL 
Rahman, Mr. A. P. 

Rafkat, Mr. Prasanna Deb. 

Ray, Bahu A banish Chandra. 

Ray, BuIhi Mafandra Marayan* 

Ray, Bahu Manmatha Hath. 

Ray, Babu tataawrlpatl. 

Ray, Dr. Bldhan Ohandra. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kfran Sankar. 

Sarkar, Babu HemanU Kumar. 

•arfcar, Babu Nattnlranjan. 

Saemal, Mr. B. H. 

•an, Mr. M. CL 
Sen Gupta, Mr. 4. M. 

Suhravardy, Dr. A. 

Taraldar, Maulvl Rajtb Uddln. 

Yasm Maulvl Mu h a mm a d 


The Ayes being 41 and Noes 62, the motion was lost. 
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Demands for Grants. 

Report of the Committee on Public Accounts, 1923-24. 

The Hoft’biS Mr. 4. DONALD: I beg to present the report of the 
Bengal Legislative Committee on Public Accounts on the Appropria- 
tion and Audit Reports for the year 1923-24, and on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor to move that the excesses 
mentioned therein under the major heads be granted. I understand 
that the report has been circulated to the members of this House. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Loans and Advances. 

The following motion was called but not moved; — 

The Hon’blC Mr. 4. DONALD to move that a sum of Rs. 15,00,0(10 
be granted for expenditure under the head “ I nans and Advances ”, 
being the first instalment of a loan of Rs. 50 lakhs to be advanced to 
the Port Commissioners, Chittagong, for the development of the port. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Tuesday, the 
8th December, 1925, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 8th December, 1925, at 3 p.n. ' 


Praaant: 

The Hon’ble the President (Kumar Sum Shkkhaheswah Rat) in the 
Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive Council, and 123 
nominated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Educational facilities to 8antals and Bauris of Bankura. 

•L. Babu UME8 CHANDRA CHATTERJEE: («) Will the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the annual ex^nses from provincial 
funds incurred by Government for the education of Suntals and Bauris 
since 1913, in the district of Bankura? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what facilities 
are given to Santal and Bauri students for secondary and higher educa- 
tion in the said district? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the Gov- 
ernment are contemplating increasing the grant for the education of 
the Santalsand Bauris in the said district? 

MEMBER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’bl* 
Blf Abd-Ur-Rahim): (a) A statement is laid on the table. Both Kan tala 
and Bauris participate in the general educational facilities of the dis- 
trict. 

(6) There is a Mission Santal M. V. School at Sarenga where the 
Santals read free of charge. The school receives a Government grant 
of Rs. 86 a month. One Middle Scholarship of Its. 4 a month tenable 
for 4 years and two Primary Final Scholarships of Rs. 3 a month each 
tenable for two year* are open to pupils of depressed classes including 
Santals and Bauris at this school. 

(c) Yes, Government are formulating a scheme for the further 
expansion of primary education among the San tab. The f or 

•operate educational facilities for Bauris has not yet ^reen brought to 
the notice of Government. 



142 QUESTIONS. the. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question No. L. 

Sanaa expenses from VzovfeeM find* incurred 
by Government for education of Suitals 
and Battrls dnoe 1918. 

** For Sanaa. for Baurfa. 

Bs. A. P. 

. . 422 4 0 No separate provision. 

380 7 0 Ditto. 

.. 1,906 0 0 Ditto. 

.. 2,116 0 0 Ditto. 

.. 2,116 0 0 Ditto. 

.. 2,762 0 0 Ditto. 

.. 2,971 0 0 Ditto. 

3,218 0 0 Ditto. 

.. 3,139 0 0 Ditto. 

.. 3,277 o 0 Ditto. 

.. 3,217 0 0 Ditto. 

.. 3,264 0 0 Ditto. 

Shipping brokers. 

•LI. Mr. M. DAUD. (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the Department of Murine be pleased to state — 

( i ) why the Government shipping office rooms are allowed to be 
used by the shipping brokers. 

'(it) for what purposes they use those rooms; and 

(Hi) whether they pay any rent? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (Hi) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state why they are exempted from payment of 
rent P 

( c ) How many rooms are at present being used by the shipping 
brokers P 

(d) What is the number of the rooms they occupy P 

(e) Is there any order, circular or resolution of the Government to 
the effect that the shipping brokers might use the rooms of the shipping 
office P 

(/) If the answer to ( e ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the order, circular or 
resolution P 

MEMBER bi oliarso of DEPARTMENT of MARINE (tbo Hmtbh 
Mr. J. Donald) I («) (*) The origin of the practice is not traceable. 


Year. 

1913- 1914 

1914- 1916 
1916-1916 

1916- 1M7 

1917- 1918 

1918- 1919 

1919- 1920 

1920- 1921 

1921- 1922 

1922- 1923 

1923- 1924 

1924- 1925 



1926.] QUESTIONS. US 

(n) For purposes incidental to the discharge of their part in the 
work of signing on and paying off crews. 

(Hi) No. 

(b) The point has not arisen hitherto. 

(e) and (d) They occupy a partitioned section in each of the two 
rooms. 

(e) No. 

if) Does not arise. 

Representation of Calcutta Corporation on Exoise Licensing Board. 

«LII. Babu KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY: Will the llon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
(Excise) be pleased to state whether it is a tact that the number of 
representatives of the Calcutta Corporation on the Excise Incensing 
Board for Calcutta has recently been raised from two to four? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDU8TRIE8 [EXCISE] (the Hon’bie Mr. J. Donald): Formerly there 
was only one member to represent the Corporation. When the area of 
Calcutta was extended the number was raised to four. 


Allowance for books to internees, 

•LIU. Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: (a) Will the Doable Mem- 
her in charge of the Political Department be pleased to stale whether it 
is a fact that the privilege of monthly allowance for books granted to 
jail internees is not extended to the outside internees brought to jail 
for medical treatment, however long may be kept in jail P 

(b) Will the Hon’bie Member be pleased to state on what principle 
this distinction between prison detenus and outside internees is based ? 

MEMBER in ohargs of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tbi 
Hon*bJe Sir Hugh Stspbsnson): (a) No. 

(6) No such distinction is made. 

Alleged segregation of political prisoners in Burma. 

•LIV. Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Will the non’ble Member in 
charge of the Political Department be pleased to state why of all the 
State prisoners and detenus now in Burma only Babu Bhupemlra Coomar 
Datta and Babu Trailokhya Chakrabartti have been segregated in one 
jail from others? 



QUESTIONS. 


[8th Dbc. 


144 


Tilt Hon’bto Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Government are not pre- 
pared to publish the reasons for selecting the places of detention of 
individual political prisoners. 


Forest passes in the Chittagong Reserve Forests. 

•LV. MSiilvi MD. HURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Revenue be pleased 
to state — 

( i ) how many kinds of passes are at present prevalent in the 

Chittagong Reserve Forests together with their values; 

( ii ) the number of such passes that were in force for the last three 

years; and 

(Hi) the revenue derived therefrom during the said period P 

(b) How many kinds of passes were in vogue from— 

(i) 1893 to 1916; and 

(ii) 1916 to 1922 P 

(c) What were the respective values of the passes referred to in 

(W 

(d) What are the restrictions that are now imposed on the passes 
that are in circulation? 

(e) Were there such restrictions from 1893 to 1916 and from 1916 to 
1922 P 

(/) Is the non’ble Member aware that the use of the different kinds 
of passes instead of one kind has entailed hardships and suffering on 
many poor people? 

(g) Are the Government considering the desirability of reducing 
the kinds of passes and their value P 

(h) If not, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the 
reasons? 

MEMBER in ohargeof DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [F0RE8T8] 
(thi Hon’Mo Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur of Nadia): (a) 

to (h) Government must decline to undertake the labour of giving replies 
to the numerous and detailed questions which have been brought together 
in this question. The question of forest passes in the Chittagong Divi- 
sion is under the consideration of Government. 

Mautvl MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state how the questions are to be put so that 
they may not be numerous and detailed. 



QUESTIONS. 


145 


Hit Ho n fr t e Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur at 
Nadias The questions were not received by this Department until the 
19th November, 1925, so that the replies could not be gathered in time 
for this session of the Council. 

Maulvi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: I give fresh notice of 
this question for the next session. 

Winter clothing supplied to internees. 

•LVI. Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Political Department be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that winter clothing is not supplied to the outside internees, 
who are brought to the Alipore New Central Jail from their camps 
of internment for medical treatment? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: No. 

Vioe-Principalship in the Indian Educational Servioe. 

•LVII. Babu 8UDAR8AN CHAKRAVORTY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Education l>e pleased 
to state whether it is. a fact that three or four years ago some Vice- 
Principalships in the Indian Educational Service were created in con- 
nection with the different collets to facilitate the promotion to that 
service of qualified and deserving Indian officers in the lower branches 
of the Education Department? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that of late all vacancies in such Vice-Principalships have been 
kept in abeyance? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, is it a fact 
that the promotions of Indians to the Indian Educational Service have 
been virtually stopped through this channel? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Vice-Principalships in the Indian Educa- 
tional Service in the Hajshahi Pol lege, Dacca Islamia College and 
Dacca Intermediate College have not been permanently filled up yet? 

Tht Hon’ble sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Yes; altogether six such 
posts were sanctioned in the Indian Educational Service. 

(6), (c) and (d) In July, 1924, the Government of India stopped 
all appointments of both Europeans and Indians to the Indian Educa-> 
tional Service, whether by promotion or direct recruitment, and 
whether temporary or permanent, pending the orders of the Secretary 
of State on the future of the Indian Educational Service. In the post 
of Vice-Principal, Chittagong College, which fell vacant prior to July, 
1924, a Bengal Educational Service Indian officer is acting in the 
Indian Educational Service as Vice-Principal of the College. The 
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Vice-Principal, Dacca Intermediate College, is now acting as Principal 
of the College and it was decided in 1923 that as a measure of economy 
his post would not be filled. The post of Vice-Principal, Islamic 
Intermediate College, Dacca, has not been filled on an Indian Educa- 
tional Service basis since its creation, and the post has been filled up 
on a Bengal Educational Service basis. At Rajshahi a Bengal Edu- 
cational Service officer is acting as Vice-Principal on his own pay in 
the Bengal Educational Service. None of the vacancies can now be 
filled in view of the orders of tbe Government of India, referred to 
above. 


Grand Trunk Road. 

•LVIII. Babu KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Public Works be 
pleased to state how many times during the last two years the portion 
of the Grand Trunk Road covered by the Chandmari Bridge and its 
approaches has l>een repaired? 

(f>) Is thp Hon’ble Member aware that all sorts of vehicular traffic 
are held up at the southern approach of the said Chandmari Bridge 
on account of the had condition of the road? 

(c) If so, what step» do the Government intend to take to remove 
the traffic difficulties? 

(d) Will the Ifon’ble Member be pleased to state when the scheme 
for the stone setting of the Grand Trunk Road will be taken in hand? 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (tho 
H Oft* bio Mr. J. Donald): (a) Repairs were done in October 1923, July 
1924, February 1925, July 1925. 

(b) The congestion is due to the fact that the southern approach to 
the bridge has a steep gradient and that the major part of the loaded 
cart traffic is from south to north. This steep gradient is more respon- 
sible for the congestion than the had surface of the road. 

(c) Efforts will be made to ease the gradient and to improve the 
surface when funds permit. 

(d) If the Tramway Company, who are being addressed in the 
matter, agree to pave the portion lying between the tram-rails, Gov- 
ernment will take up the question of stone setting the remaining width 
of the road. 


Dttami KaHysankar Gangaaty. 

•LIX. Mr. S. N. HALDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
oharge of the Political Department be pleased to state whether it is 
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a fact that Kallygantar Gangooly was arrested under the Bengal 
Criminal L*w Amendment Ordinance and interned at Kakdwipf 

♦ (6> iLf Wh ‘ le 50 interned he wss taken seriously ill 

twzce and brought down to the Alipore Central Jail for treatment? 

(c) Are there any qualified medical practitioners in Kakdwipf 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reason for 
sending detenus to this place? 

(e) Is Kakdwip a healthy place? 

( f ) What was the nature of his illness? 


(g) > What are the means of communication to and from that place 
rom the nearest railway station and nearest steamer station? 

(h) What is the reason for treating such outside internees or 
detenus m jail when they get ill ? 

(*) Where is Kallysankar Gangooly now? 

O') Are there any qualified medical practitioners where he is 
interned P 


(h) Is it a fact that he applied for permission to appear at the next 
I. A. Examination and that such permission waR refused? 

(/) Is it a fact that permission was granted to another detenu 
Santosh Kumar Mitra, to appear at the M.A. Examination. 

(m) Is it a fact that Santosh Kumar Mitra was allowed to attend 
a coaching class at the Dulanda TIouse? 

( n ) I s it a fact that the same facility and privileges have not been 
given to Kallysankar Gangooly? 

(o) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reasons 
for the differential treatment? 


TH# Hon’ble Sir Ht/CH STEPHENSON: (a) Yes. 

(b) He was twice brought to the Alipore Central Jail for treatment. 
On neither occasion was his illness serious. 

( c ) Yes. 

(d) It is considered a suitable place. 

(e) It is reported to be. 

if) Eye-complaint on the first occasion and fever on the second, 

( 0 ) River steamers call at Kakdwip. Diamond Harbour, the near- 
est railway station, can be reached by country-boat. v 

(A) When it is considered desirable to bring detenus to Calcutta foi 
special treatment it is considered necessary to restrict them to a jail 
for the period of such treatment. 

(t) Government are not prepared to publish this information. 

(/'), (*) wid (l) Yes, 
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(m) Yea, on one occasion. 

<») Yes. 

(0) The degree of restriction considered necessary varies with each 
individual case. At the time the concession was allowed to Santosh 
Mitra it had been decided to intern him at his own home. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDARS With regard to answer to question (o) may I 
know the reason why this differential treatment was made between 
Santosh Mitra and this gentleman? The answer on this point is not 
at all clear. 

The Hon’bte Sir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: The degree of restriction 
necessary differs in the opinion of Government from case to case; each 
case is dealt with on its own merits. In some cases we allow further 
privileges and concessions, which are not allowed in other cases. 

Mr. A. 0. BANERJEE: I should like to know what is meant by 
“ case 

The Hon’bie Sir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: I refer him to the 

dictionary. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE. I want to know what the Hon’bie Member 
exactly means. The dictionary meaning is not evidently what he 
means. 


InUmte Jatindra Nath Bhattaoharjee. 

•LX. Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: (a) Will the Hon’bie Member in 
charge of the Political Department be pleased to state whether Jatindra 
Nath Bhattacharjee, an internee at Rampal, in the district of Khulna, 
has sent six or seven petitions since last July to the Government, 
informing them that he needed medical treatment and thnt he could 
not make two ends meet with his scanty allowance? 

( b ) Is it a fact that he gave a fortnight’s notice threatening the 
breach of the internment order if his grievances were not redressed 
within the appointed time? 

(c) Is it a fact that Mr. Gladding visited him at Rampal in con- 
sequence of the petition and notice, mentioned above? 

(i) If so, when did Mr. Gladding visit him? 

(0) What orders, if any, did he pass on hearing Jatin Babu’s 
complaint? 

(/) Has he been transferred to any other place for medical treat- 
ment? — 
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(ff) Willi h til© nature of his ilium f 

(h) Where ia he detained now? 

<0 What is the present state of his health? 

(;) Has his allowance been increased? 

(*) Was any telegram from Jatin Babu to Dr. E. S. Hay, a mem- 
ber of this Council, informing him of the state of his health and 
requiring medical help, withheld? 

(0 What was the reason for withholding such a telegram? 

(w) Under whose orders was nieh a telegram withheld? 

(n) Do the Government approve of the action in withholding the 
telegram ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: {a) Yes. 

(b) He made threats of this nature. 

(c) , (d) and (p) Mr. Gladding visited the detenu at Kampal and 
heard his complaints and passed such orders as he considered neces- 
sary. 

(f) Yes. 

(g) Affections of eyes, throat and teeth. 

( h ) Government are not prepared to publish this information. 

(i) General health satisfactory; but he is still under treatment for 
his throat and eyes. 

(j) It has been decided to increase the allowance. 

(k) f ( l ), ( m ) and (it) A telegram was withheld under the orders of 
the Superintendent of Police, on the ground that it was misleading 
and the despatch was unnecessary. Government approve of the action 
taken. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: May I ask who is treating this gentleman for 
his eyes, throat and teeth? 

Thl Hm’Mi 8ir HUGH STEPHENSON: I am afraid 1 cannot give 
this information off-hand. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: May I ask you, Sir, to request the Hon'ble 
Member to answer this question at the earliest possible 
.moment? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think the Hon’ble Member wants notice and 
he will answer this question in due course. - . 

The MtnMNa Sir HUGH STEPHEMSfMfl I am papered to give 
Mr. Haidar this information to-morrow, if he wishes to have it. 

II 
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Mr. A. 0. BANEIMEE: May l a»k the Hop’blf ¥«»btr if hi. 
name could be found m the dictionary? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

Hr. S. R. HALO AH: With regard to the answer to question (;), 
I should like to know by how mqch the amount has been increased. 

Thi HonWf Wr HMCH STEPHENSON 8 I want notice of this 
question. 

Hi* 8. N. HALDARl Will the Hon’ble Member kindly take this 
as notice? 


•"My of warm olotliing to certain outside internees brought to 
AHpore Jail for treatment. 

•LXI. Mr. KIRAN 8AHKAR ROYS (a) Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that Babu Narendra Nath Banarji and Babu Nagendra 
Sekhar Chakrabartti were brought to the Alipore Central Jail 
from their places of domicile for medical treatment before the winter 
set itP 

(b) Is it a fact that they asked for warm coats, flannel shirts ancj 
alwant and were refused? 

(c) Is it a fact tht*t tfye jail internees have got them? 

(d) What yarn clothing was supplied to Nagen Babu while suffer- 
ing f^om high fpvei* and pain in the abdomen in Alipore Jail in the 
month of November? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Superintendent of the Alipore Central Jail 
told the said detenus that he is not responsible if they »ufpr end pon- 
tract any disease from want of warm clothing, as fhti Government dp 
not empower him to supply them with adequate warm clothing? 

Tbe Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) to (c) Yes. 

(d) All the warm clothing considered necessary by the medical 
officer of AHpore Central Jail. 

<#) No. 


Hunger-strike In Mandalay jail. 

♦LXII. Bifru NALINIRANMN SARKER: («) Will the HonTde 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to Rate 
whether the Bengali State prisoners under the Bengal Regulation III 
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Augnst/ 19#P y aU ’ W “‘ °“ k «45«-trike on thT 7 th 

(ft) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative will th. n -vi 

Member be pleased to state whether it is » f»„* Tv Hon ble 

doe principally to- ' * thai tie ** id * tr *« **s 

(») a general grievance among the aforesaid detenus ar i s j M(r out 
of reduction of their diet allowance; and * 

‘j 0 i&rsss ,h “ 

Chandra Bose and the hunger-strike? J 1 

(d) Is it a fact that some non-official visitors of the Mandalav Tail 

.» ,»™« i„ «,» Hi., 0 , vJ’gZ’"' 

s»S, "■ '■> c *-“ 

. l ff) l9 „ it .® fact ‘ hat the of the situation caused by the said 

Kal?y* d ^ th< * lnterVentlon ot the D «P ut >’ Commissi, mer of 


Tto Hon'bte tir HUCH STEPHENSON! 

their food from the 7th to 8th August. 


(o) They declined 


to takp 


(h) (t) This was the reason they gave. 

(w) Government have no information to this effect. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) and (e) No such information has been received, 

(f) This is a matter which rests with the discretion of the Govern- 
ment of Burma. 


(g) The Deputy Commissioner of Mandalay visited Mandalay JVil 
during the hunger-strike and inveatigated the grievances put forward 
by the political prisoners ? 


, ■*? **ALINlRANdAN BARKER: May I ask what was the mult 
of that investigation? 


Th* Han*Ma Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The result waa that he sent 

*»P«»rt to Government, and if my recollection is right certain 
orders were passed on it. 
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BibM NALINIRANJAN BARKER: With regard to (6) (n) and (<f) 
and (e), may I ask whether any attempt has been made to get any 
information in reply to these questions? 


The Herfble Sir HUGH STEPHENSONS We made no reference to 
the Government of Burma. The matter is primarily within their cogni- 
sance and we made no reference to them. 


Mr* S* N* HALDAR* Will the Hon'ble Member consider the desir- 
ability of obtaining such information? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Bequest for action. Pass on to the next 
question please. 


Question of permitting Bengali tfttenus at Mandalay to play music. 

•LXIII. BalHl NALINIRANJAN BARKER: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the Bengali detenus at the Mandalay Jail, 
detained under the Bengal Regulation III of 1818 and the Bengal 
Oriminal Law Amendment Act, 1926, or some of them, applied for 
permission to purchase musical instruments at their own cost with a 
view to play music? 

(b) Is it a fact that the said application was rejected, on the ground 
that music was not in accord with jail discipline? 

(c) Is it a fact that the European and Anglo-Indian prisoners at 
the Central Jail, Alipore, are allowed to play music? 

The Hon’bte Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) Yes. 

( b ) This Government has no information as to the final orders of 
the Burma Government on the point. 

(c) Yes, but only on Sundays during the Church service#. 


Unstirred Questions 

(insurers te which were IMd on the table). 

Assistant Cem mis ai oners in Calcutta Poiiea. 

8S. Mauivi NAJMUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(*) the number of Assistant Commissioners in the Calcutta 
Police; 
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(a) haw many of them are— 
(!) Hindu, 

(2) Moslem, and 
{ 3 ) Christian; and 


m 


(iii) what are their respective educational qualifications ? 

(b) Has any Moslem been ever promoted to the rank of Assistant 
Commissioner since the creation of this poet ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Assistant Commissioners Messrs. Wooly and 
Cook were junior to Inspector Golam Haidar and some other Moslem 
officers when all of them were sub-inspectors? 

(d) Is it a fact that Habu Nalini Nath Mujumdar who has been 
promoted to the rank of Assi, stunt Commissioner was junior to Mr. 
Golam Haidar? 

(e) Is it also a fact that Mr. Golam Haidar is a graduate of the 
Aligarh College and has received a course of training in New Scotland 
Yard? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hoit’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson): (a) (i) to (##Y > There are 10 Assistant 
Commissioners of whom 5 are Hindus and ft are Europeans. Information 
about their educational qualifications is not readily available. 

(6) No. 

(c) to (c) Government are not prepared to discuss the relative 
claims and merits of its officers and do not consider that such discus- 
sion is in the public interest. 


Assistant Commissioners and Inepeotore in the Caloutta Polios. 

94. Maulvi NA4MUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon'bie Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(t) the proportion of Hindu Assistant Commissioners and 

Inspectors to Hindu Sub-Inspectors; 

(it) the proportion of Anglo-Indian Assistant Commissioners and 
Inspectors to Anglo-Indian Sergeants and Sub-Inspectors; 
and 

(iii) the proportion of Moslem Assistant Commissioners and 
Inspectors to Moslem Sub-Inspectors P 

(h) Will the Hon’bie Member be pleased to state— 

(*) the sanctioned number of inspectors in the Calcutta Police; 
and 
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(ti) how many of them are — 

(/) Hindu, 

(2) Moslem, and 

(3) Christian? 

MEMlfeK iff thirgi tff l*OUCfe DEPARTMENT (th« HwFbH Mr 

(a) (i) ST per cent. 

(w) 10 per cent. 

(Hi) 29 per cent. 

(6) (t) 56. 

(«) <J> 22. 

( 2 ) 8 . 

(5) 26. 


Promoted tut^lnopooter Mr. Shillong. 

SS. Maulvi NAdMUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that sub-inspector Mr. Shillong was promoted to the rank 
of inspector in a vacancy caused by the reduction of inspector Mr. Ray? 

(b) Is it a fact that sub-inspector Mr. Shillong was junior to many 
Moslem officers? 

THo Hofl'Mo Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) and ( b ) Yes. 

Sorgoonts and Sub- Inspectors in Calcutta Polios. 

3§. Maulvi NAdMUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state — 

(♦) the number of sergeants and sub-inspectors in the Calcutta 
Police; and 

(w) how many of them are — 

(/) Hindu, 

(2) Moslem, and 

(3) Christian? 

(b) Is it a fact that a vacancy was created by the death of sub- 
inspector Niaamul Huq, on 4th November, 1926? 

(c) Is it a fact that six days after the death Babu Jatindra Nath 
Bhattacharjee was appointed in place of deceased Nixamul Huq? 

(d) What are the educational qualifications of Babu Jatindra 
Nath Bhattacharjee? * 

(c) Was this vacancy advertised? 
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Hr HMH STKPHKMONi (a) (*) and (u) Thar. 

are 155 sergeants and 1G8 sub-inspectors. The sergeants 4m all 
Christians. Of the sub-inspectors 74 are Hindus, 28 Muhammadans 
and 6 Christians. 

(b) A vacancy occurred on the 5th November on the death of sub- 
inspector NiMmtil Huq in the rank of sub-inspectors. 

( c ) Babu J. N. fehattacharjee was appointed in one of the seven 
vacancies whici occurred during the year in the rank of Htib-irtSpeoioW. 

(d) He is an M. Sc. 

(e) No specific vacancies are advertised — once a year a general 
advertisement is issued to recruit for the post of sub-inspector; such 
an advertisement was issued in September ibis year. 


Reoruitment of Muhammadans to the port of Deputy Commissioner, 
Calcutta Pclioa. 

37. Mautvi NAJMUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’bie Member 

in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state whether 
there is any Moslem Deputy Commissioner in the Calcutta Police? 

(5) Is it a fact that the Deputy Commissioners of the Calcutta Police 
are recruited from the Superintendents of the Bengal Police for a certain 
period? 

(r) Will the Hon’bie Member Ik* pleased to state whether there is 
any Muhammadan Superintendent in the District Police? 

(d) If so, is there any bar for a Muhammadan officer to be recruited 
from there to the Calcutta Police as a Deputy Commissioner? 

The Hon’bie Mr HUGH tTIPHfcRiDMl (*) There is no Muham- 
madan Deputy Commissioner in the Calcutta Police. 

(b) Yes, with the proviso that one post is reserved for the promotion 
of an Assistant Commissioner. 

(c) There are two. 

(d) There is no bar. 

Filling HP Mm WDiiMF mum* W Mm *«tl> * 
rtiafcNri Mini. 

It KMfi MMr S. MAHIO0B ALKY I (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Member hi charge of the Police Department be plea*e<f to atate whether It 
ia a fact that the vacancy earned by the death of rub-inapector Siaatniil 
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Htiq was filled up by the spptiMfiuit of 'to J afittJdra JlaUi Eh)Mi*ei|#jee 
an under-graduate? 

(6) Is it a fact that many Muhammadan graduates were candidates 
for the same poet? 

The Hon’hte Sir HUGH STEPHENSON s (a) The procedure followed 
by the Commissioner of Police is to wait each year until vacancies 
amount to about half a dozen and then to fill up all the vacancies in 
the ratio laid down by Government as regards Hindus and Muhamma- 
dans. On the death of sub-inspector Nizamul Huq a vacancy occurred* 
in the rank of a sub-inspector which was the seventh vacancy this year 
and all these vacancies were filled up simultaneously as far as possible 
in the prescribed ratio. 

(b) There were many Muhammadan graduates among the candidates 
for posts of sub-inspectors. 


Navtran-ittkhira Railway project. 

30. Mautvi 3AYYEO SULTAN ALI : Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to state what 
arrangements have been made to open a railway line from Navaran to 
Satkhim vid Kalaroa? 

TM HOft’ble Mr. J. DONALD: The construction of this line has been 
definitely postponed by the Railway Board in view of the prospects of 
traffic being unfavourable and the inability of the local bodies or 
Government to guarantee the Railway Board against loss in working 

the line. 


Hours of voting for CounoN atotion. 

40. Rfti Sahib PANCHAN AN BARM A: (a) Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state whether 
he is aware of the inconvenience caused to voters by fixing the hours 
between 10 a. u. and 3 p.m. as the time for voting for Council election? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that this is specially inconvenient 
in the case of voters in rural areas who have to come sometimes from 
distance of 8 to 10 miles, or even moreP 

(c) la the Hon’ble Member aware of the fact that on account of this 
inconvenience many voters are prevented from exercising their right 
of voting? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of ^L^g i^g the 
starting hour from 10 a.js-. to II a.m. and the closing hour from 3 p.m. 
to 6 F.M. P 
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mnmmm to (d) Government 
are aware tut the opinion has been expressed that 3 r.u. is incon- 
vemently for rural voters who come from a distance. Voters who- 
are present at 3 p.k. are allowed to record their votes after that hour, 
and consequently voting continues beyond the closing hour. It is con- 
sidered essential that voting should be completed before dark, and the 
question of changing the hours is not undfcr consideration. 


Site for an Agricultural farm in the 24-Parganas. 

^1* HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI* (a) With reference 
to the reply given to my unstarred question No. 102 of the last August 
session, will the Hon’ble Member in churge of the Department of 
Agriculture and Industries he pleased to state whether the Govern- 
ment are considering the selection of any particular site for an agri- 
cultural farm in the 24-Parganas ? 

(b) If so, what site is under selection? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’hle Sir Hugh Stephenson): (a) and (b) 

Government have no particular site in contemplation. 


Excise shops in Howrah. 

42. BMlU KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY: (a) Is the Bon’bi* 

Member in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industrie# 
(Excise) aware that a copy of a resolution of the Howrah Municipality, 
passed on the 19th Septemlier, 1924, was forwarded to the Government 
with Chairman’s letter No. 2503-G. , dated the 15th November, 1924,. 
and in his letter No. 7228-E., dated the 16th December, 1924, the Com- 
missioner of Excise, Bengal, acknowledged the receipt of the Chair- 
man’s letter? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether any, and r 
if so, what action has be^n taken on the proposal in that resolution 
to abolish all excise shops in How mb ? 

(c) If no action has yet been taken, will the Hou’ble Member be- 
pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

ThO Hon’ble Mr. 4 . DONALD: (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c) Government are not at present prepared to depart 
from the excise policy clearly explained .in the publications copies of 
which are laid on the Library table. Should they, however, consider 
it necessary or desirable in future to re-examine their excise policy, 
the recommendation of the Howrah Municipality will receive due con- 
sideration. 
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41 Mmi KHAQENORA NATH CANQULY* (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
*t ate whether the Government are considering the desirability of accord- 
ing sanction to any of the Light Railway Companies to start a feeder 
line from Midnapore to Arambagh? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that such a feeder line would 
save the cost of bridging over six miles of water clogged area? 

The Hon’ble Mr. d. DONALDS (a) No proposal to this effect has 
reached Government, so the occasion has not arisen. 

(6) Government have no knowledge of the facts referred to. 


Waiting aooommodation in oertain stations on the Assam- Bengal 
Railway. 

44. SHAH 8TED EMBABUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’bl* Member 
in charge of the Department Of Public Works be pleased tO elite 
whether the Government are aware that there is a throng of passengers 
=at Chitose Road, Lalmai and Khowai and some other important stations 
of Assam-Bengal Railway? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that there is neither any house 
nor any waiting-room in those important stations for the passengers to 
take shelter in and thus to save themselves from rain and sunshines? 

(c) If the answer to (fe) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state the reasons why there is no waiting accommoda- 
tion for passengers? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of inquiring 
into the necessity of erecting waiting-rooms in those important 
stations ? 

Tilt Hotl’blo Mr. d. DONALD: (a) to (r) Government have no 
information on the subject. 

(d) The attention of the Railway administration will be drawn to 
the subject. 

Waittagrfraoms at tbs Panskura station on tin Btngal 
Nagpur Railway. 

4B» Balm MAHENDRA NATH MAITYl (a) It the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railways) aware 
that there are no waiting-rooms for the first, second and inter class 
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pwaeogen, Utii male and feioale, who are to pus through ^anaknra 
station on th& Bengal-Nagpur Hail way? 

*(b) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the first, second and inter 
class passengers, especially the ladies who are to wait lor some time 
at the station, are put to inconvenience owing to the absence of proper 
waiting-rooms? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing 
the attention of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway authorities to this 
matter? 

The Hon’bt* Mt. 4. DONALD: (a) to (c) These are matters lot the 
discussion of which Railway Advisory Committees were forirfed and 
the member is advised to approach the Advisory Committee of the 
itehgal-Nagpur Railway. 


Projaotad canal between Kalighai and HmWL 

46. Babu MAHENDRA NATH MAITY: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Deportment of Irrigation aware that in 1913 
a flood owing to the rise of the liver Kalighai devasted the niajor 
portion covering an area of abont 500 square miles of the subdivision 
of Contai in the district of Midnapore? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the Government promised 
to excavate a canal through the Parganas Amarshi, JalamuthC and 
Sujamutha to allow of the flood water of the Kalighai to be drained 
off by this canal into the Haldi? 

(c) Is it a fact that such a canal, if excavated, will tend to protect 
the whole of the northern portion of the aubdivirion from Mure 
visitations of flood? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that some preliminary steps were 
taken by the Department to bring this scheme into operation? 

(e) Will the Hon’bie Member be pleased to state whether the 
scheme has been abandoned? 

if) If the answer to ( e ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state what steps have been taken by the Government 
to save the subdivision from future attacks of flood owing to the rise of 
the river Kalighai? 

MEMBER ill ahar* *f DEPARTMENT if INDICATION (tttt 
HeiriMe Maharaja Kahaaitiah Chandra Rag D dhadnr if Nad*): (a) to 


(<f) Yes. 
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(e) No: the project for excavating a new channel to dispose of 
floods in the area preferred tc has been completed and is now under 
the consideration of Government 

(/) Does not arise. 

Connecting Satkhira with a railway line. 

47. Mmi HIM CHANDRA N ASKER: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Public Works Department be pleased to 
state whether the Government contemplate constructing a railway line 
up to Satkhira, a subdivision within the district of Khulna P 

(6) If so, when the construction work is likely to be taken up? 

Thi Hon'blt Mr. «l. DONALD: (a) and (b) The member is referred 
to the answer given to an unstarred question on the same subject put by 
Maulvi Sayyed Sultan Ali at this meeting. 


RcoMmation of Mara Canga channel. 

4S. Baku HEM CHANDRA N ASKER: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Irrigation Department aware of the insanitary condi- 
tion of the places by the side of the Mara Gauga channel running from 
Tollyganj downwards P 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member also aware that the insanitary condition 
is due to the silting up and the consequent drying up of the aforesaid 
river P 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of making pro- 
vision for the reclamation of the channel at an early date? 

The Hon’blt Mahvaja KSHAUNItH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
Of Nadia: (a) and (6) Yes. 

(c) A scheme is being prepared for flushing the river from Tolly's 
Nala. 


P ro mo t ion of Muhammadan Sub-Deputy Collootors to Provincial 
Exooutivo Sorvioo. 

40. Maulvi SAYYED SULTAN ALI: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state bow many 
Muhammadan Sub-Deputy Collectors have been promoted to the Pro- 
vincial Executive Service during the last ten years? 

The HonHRo Sir MUCH STEPHENSON: Two. 
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Hon'ble. X.. i£T“5SL'3^f <•) I, tl. 

SSr, wi't t „ “" dii r •* * »“ '-Atr- “ d , 

(6) Are the Government contemplating taking any practical , t « M 
to improve the condition of milch cow S in this province? 

(c) Is so, what steps are proposed to be taken ? 

da,vf ttZ *J* ®° Ve ™“ en ‘ con * p,u plotiug the establishment of model 
daily farms to be attached to agricultural farms wherever they exist 

|J pH?”® 8 ° f Ule a,ry f8m al Governme " t B*"*"* Institute 

(e) What is the average quantity of milk given by the cows at the 
Government dairy farm at Rangpur during the period of lactation? 

(f) Does it approach the standard of the cows maintained at Pusa? 

(g) If not, what are the reason* therefor P 

(h) Is any pedigree kept of the breeding bulls of their sire and dam 
at the Rangpur farm? 

(») If the answer to (h) is in the negative are the Government con- 
sidering the desirability of keeping a record of such pedigrees at that 
farm ? 


Tht Hovt’bfe Sir HUGH STEPHENSONS (a) Government are aware 
of the deterioration in the condition of milch cows in Bengal and of 
the scarcity in the supply of good milk in many part* of the province. 

(b) and (c) The member is referred to paragraph 6 of Govern- 
ment's Resolution on the Report on the operations of the Agriculture 
Department for 1923-24 a copy of which is laid on the table. It is 
also proposed to appoint a cattle breeding expert to improve the cattle 
of the province. 

if) The question of the establishment of a model dairy farm is 
receiving consideration ; but it is not proposed to attach a model dairy 
farm to every agricultural farm. 

(e) Two thousand and five hundred pounds and over in a lactation 
period of 300 days. 

</) Yes. The average yield of Montgomery herd at Pusa per 
lactation period af^§00 days is 3,120 lbs. 

{ g ) The question does not arise. 

(h) Yes* 

(i) The question does not arise. 



R*s«lvMon No. 2686, dated the 1B28, referred to in the reply 

to clauses ( b ) and (c) of unstarred question No. SO. 

Rbad— 

The report on the operations of the Department of Agriculture 
Bengal, for the year ending 31st March, 1924. ' ' 

This report was due to Government on the 1st August, 1924, but was 
uot received in print till May last. The delay detracts enormoimly from 
e value of the report and the information it contains, and although 

Direct ° r ’ 8 **** f«n of ciS 

the «Mrt h6 f n e ay ha \^\ dtte largely t0 M endeavour to make 
J “ 9 fU 4 ^ P 088 '^ 6 ’ they eunsider that a less complete report 

andTwf PUU f t ^ a y ,. W0U < have been far more U8eful to tke’ public, 

a.. 2u ,w r "» rt “ » b “‘w •» a. 

V »J‘ n« R , S ' F i, nl ° W held chaw of the Apartment throughout the 
year as Officiating Director during the absence on leave, preparatory to 
retirement, of Mr. G. Evans. As a result of the decision JJE22Z 
on the recommendation of the Bengal Retrenchment Committee two 
sanctmned posts of Deputy Director of Agriculture were not £d Z 

uhT"iv 

sr - « 

thaf ' •duoatioB. The Director of Agriculture report. 

Sir * rszzztezz 

gndomng facilities in the majority of the schools. P^Per 

The Secondary Agricultural School at Chinsura was closed in 1 » 2!4 

“ “ re " U v rB00nua « n dation of the Bengal Retrenchment Com- 

mittee. Negotiations ate now in progress for handing over the school 
to a private educational body, which has underUApn to maZe It « 
approved lines. The Secondary Agricultural School at SaZraC«red 
from a kck of students: there is accommodation for about 30 *i llr L> n « 

h^Ld**!* m !* Wen ^ sd U P la8t session. This f»»ing off is^ttri’ 

£ t t e abse “° e °* immediate prospects 0 f Government 

in FT? ?he faCt that ^ *• M studenW 

- 2 & L 5 r?z ijsssw » s. 

Bangui Unemployment Cojnmittee as a means of popularimag ant 
culture as a profession among the educated middle clasZ^La^ 
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of ordinary agricultural gubjects, theoretical and pr actic al, 

are included curriculum are afforded by the Amarpur School in 
the Bord^ #trict, it© Durgapur High School in the ChittagjW 
district and th# A a h a b a r ea Middle English School at As&nsol. Spe ci al 
interpat attache# to the good work which i$ being done at the Amarpur 
School in thi# (jirpction. In December, 1924, a Conference on agricul- 
tural education wa$ convened by Government. The Conference con- 
sidered it desirable to reconsider the present curricula of country 
schools above the primary standard in Bengal so as to introduce the* 
experiment of teaching elementary agriculture combined with practical 
work in the field. In accordance with the recommendation of the 
Conference a small committee consisting of an officer of the Agricul- 
tural and of the Educational Department and a non-official gentleman 
was deputed to the Punjab to investigate the possibilities of the intro- 
duction of agricultural classes in middle schools in Bengal on the linea 
which have proved successful in that province. This committee baa 
since submitted a report which is receiving the careful consideration 
of Government, and it is hoped to introduce a scheme of secondary 
agricultural education specially suited to the conditions of this pro- 
vince. 

The provision of facilities for higher agricultural education in thg- 
province depends on the establishment of the proposed Agricultural 
Institute at ]}acca. This scheme is being re-examined by Government 
with a view to thp possibility of finding funds for its inauguration in 
the near future. 

4. Rafsaroh and txp#rlm#nt.— Interesting experiments are in 
progress into the quality of the fibre produced by departmental apff 
other rpc^s of jute under different conditions; the incidence of fungua 
disftaps iu jptp, (fee commercial possibility of rhea, sida and agayp 
fibrfse and into fh* \yim Qf P*ddy suitable for different soil and clima^g 
conditions prpvailiqg in various parts of the province and especially if# 
% npkqd ir$4s pf West Bengal. The mycologipal sectiop i* 
ocoqpipd in inypati^ripn into a disease which has been causing eeripip 
da# f#gp ^ rim bptel-vine pjsiitftipiis over a wide wif* 

Investigation on the mangoe weevil is reported to have confirmed 
the view that cleanly condition of the soil is an effective preventive; 
while lack of drainage is reported to create a suitable environment for 
th<» ufra disease of the deep-water paddy. 

The tanna variety of sugarcane continues to increase in popularity 
over a very wide area. The extensive adoption of the cultivation of 
this variety of sugarcane has materially increased the profits of the- 
cultivators. The Director at Agriculture reports that in the Kiihost- 
gaaj subdivision alone the area under this variety at cane has increased 
from 400 to 10,000 acres in four years. An officer of the Provincial 
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Agricultural Sendee has beep employed on the work of distribution 
of setts of this variety and of securing their widespread addition. It 
appears, however, that the Coimbatore hybrid sugarcane* Mown as 
€ 218* promises to prove even a better yielder than tanna as Well as an 
yielder of purer juice besides being an excellent drought resister. 

The question of improvement of the date-sugar industry in Bengal is 
engaging attention* and funds have been provided for an investigation 
in the matter in the date-growing areas of the province. The work on 
tobacco has recently been placed under the charge of the Agricultural 
Chemist with the assistance of a Superintendent of Agriculture 
specially trained in tobacco cultivation. It is hoped that this arrange- 
ment will lead to an extension of the cultivation of good varieties of 
tobacco in the province so as to afford opportunity for the growth of a 
thriving industry in cigar manufacture. 

Important experiments with cotton are being carried on by the 
Second Economic Botanist. The work consists chiefly in the selection 
of suitable types of cotton yielding good lint. Results of the 
experiment so far obtained have led to the belief that a type suitable 
to the high lands of Western Bengal would be evolved in the near 
future, and it is proposed shortly to transfer the headquarters of the 
Second Economic Botanist from Dacca to Western Bengal in connec- 
tion with this work. 

5. Watar-hyaointlu — The problem of effectively dealing with the 
water-hyacinth pest has been engaging the serious attention of Govern- 
ment for some time past. Experiments with Griffiths' spray have so 
fur shown that it is not innocuous to human beings and animals as 
Was originally believed. It has been found, however, that although 
epraying is not effective in killing the weed completely, it affords useful 
help in the removal of the weed by man-handling and other mechanical 
means. The Irrigation Department is carring on experiments with a 
view to keeping the navigable channels in charge of that department 
free from the weed. It is recognised, however, that the whole-hearted 
co-operation of local bodies and of the public generally is essential for 
success in an intensive campaign against the pest in view of its exten- 
sive nature and of the necessity for simultaneous and concerted action. 
It is proposed shortly to plaoe an officer of the Provincial Executive 
Service on special duty in order to organise concerted action in selected 
localities for the eradication of water-hyacinth in co-operation with 
the District Officers and local bodies, and it is hoped that the necessary 
public support will be forthcoming in organising an effective campaign 
against, this pest in the ensuing dry season. 

0. if the farming Industry! AgiWtxml sUttons 

«ua isvimi arhsm impnssn wo Npnr us ... ■■■ it 

•Mrit IUMWM Mi — It i« the acce pt e d policy of Oavem- 

ment to have an agricultural farm in each dmtriet in which the heal 
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be studied and the results of experiments «»«"ien str»fad 

^rrv/r* * ade *• •«■** 

ableness of agritte^ if. *° f* ^ 

wcommended by the department^ it has been U “®* 

stration portion of each fa„„ ^ bu^int “** d "— 

bus c ^:zrj 0 ^ iri 

SKaL^/ Tti 7 PlV , is UndW ’"'estigati^at he^: 

Cattle Farm and at the Central Farm at Dacca. At Rangour exoLi 
meat, hare been undertaken to evolve a dual purpo^TniLl X 
males being good plough bullocks and the females Jood milch “wJlt 
mating pedigree bulls with Mu cows; and a very valuable herd has 
already been built up by this process. Young bulls of good stature 

and J2to ?0 “ m ‘ kln f 8tr “'“ a ’ e 1>einp ‘bstributed to district farms 
and 12 to 20 young pedigree bulls are now available for sale each year. 

there 1 i,” 1 a ' ‘T bus , '»e«dioned with regard that although 

there is a considerable demand for these pedigree bulls from such 

outljmg areas as Assam, the Bengal public have so far failed to 
recognise that these animals, carrying as they do a good milking strain, 
are quite cheap at the price charged, w„ R s . 300 to Rs. 360 per 
animal. Government share the Director of Agriculture’s hope that 
Court of Words estates, enlightened samindars as well as well-to-do 
cultivators will take full advantage of the opportunity now afforded 

of purchasing these bulls at the moderate price which is being charged 
for them. * 


Investigations are in progress in Dacca and Rangpur with a view 
to discovering the most suitable fodder crops for the various parts of 
the province. 

Leaflet* containing simple instructions on the subject of animal 
husbandry, fodder, silage as well as cattle disease and their treatment 
are under preparation. 

The question of irrigation is of vital importance to the farming 
industry , especially in the uplands of Western Bengal. Considerable 
progress has been made in the districts of Rankura and Birbhum in 
solving the problem of irrigation with the help of Co-operative Irriga- 
tion Societies and the example of these two districts has spread to the 
neighbouring districts of Hooghly, Burdwan and Midnapore. Tech- 
nical assistance is being afforded by the Irrigation Department towards 
the preparation and execution of schemes taken up on co-operative 
lines and the Co-operative Department has been provided with the 
accessary staff for the organisation of Co-operative Irrigation Societies. 
In other parts of the province also there is reed for the re-excavation 
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of teih cud conttrm ct i gn of irrigation channels for agricultural pwr* 
poses. The Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act wa* 
passed in 1920 to facilitate the carrying out of projects of this nature. 
Hitherto, however, advantage has not been , taken of the provisions of 
this Act by the public. As there appeared to be some misapprehend 
•ions prevailing regarding the requirements of the Act, a simple set 
of instructions in the form of introduction to the Act and the rules 
thereunder, has been issued for the information and guidance of the 
local officers and intending applicants and it is hoped that this will 
lead to resort being widely taken to the provisions of the Act for the 
improvement of agriculture. 

As a result of the decision of Government on the recommendation of 
the Bengal Retrenchment Committee the seed stores established by the 
department outside the farms have been abolished. There is a wide- 
spread popular demand for departmentally improved seeds. These 
seeds have been evolved as a result of careful scientific observation ant) 
unless they are propagated under proper safeguards, the useful work 
of the department in this direction will be lost to the public. It has, 
therefore, been found necessary to utilize private agencies for the 
purpose of their distribution in addition to the departmental agencies 
and farms. The assistance of local officers and the panchayats is also 
being utilized in areas in which there iB scope for popularizing depart- 
mental races of crops. 


7. Propaganda and dissemination of agricultural information.— 

The successful demonstration of improved methods of agriculture with a 
view to their general adoption by the cultivating classes is an important 
function of the demonstration branch of the Agriculture Department. 
Hitherto owing to a lack of co-ordination between the work of the 
research and demonstration branches sufficient progress has not been 
made in this direction. This defect is now sought to be removed by the 
appointment of an Assistant Director of Agriculture who will, 
for the present, be in charge of the demonstration branch. The 
Director of Agriculture realises thut the question of local organization for 
propaganda in regard to departmental recommendations is the 
moat serious problem which at present confronts the department. 
It is reported that in those districts in which the local officers have 
interested themselves in the matter of agricultural improvement there 
has been a great advance in agricultural practice. Government agree 
with the view expressed by the Director of Agriculture that the District 
Officers may effectually use their influence in encouraging khas mahal 
and Court of Wards estates and local zamindarw to demonstrate improve- 
ments recommended by the Department of Agriculture. The Director of 
Agriculture has given interesting figures as to the enormous possibilities 
of increasing the wealth ofilhe cultivators of the province by the wide* 
spread adoption of departmental races of several crops and in partic ular 
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of jute util faddy, and it is only necessary to evolve a simple machinery 
by which cultivators of the province can be brought into close touch 
with the officers of the Agriculture Department with a view to their test* 
ing and adopting these improved races of crops as well as other improve* 
ments recommended by the department. Government are convinced 
that the agency of agricultural associations will be found most effective 
for this purpose. Every effort should therefore be made to utilise 
agricultural associations for the popularisation of the results of 
scientific research and the adoption of improved agricultural practice. 
The policy of Government in regard to the formation of agricultural 
associations was fully enunciated in their circular No. G31 T. — It., dated 
the 7th June, 1919, and it is hoped that the Assistant Director of Agricul- 
ture, who will henceforth be in charge of the propaganda branch of the 
department, will devote his «i»ecial attention to the organisation of 
agricultural associations. Mention has been made in the report of the 
good work which is being done by the agricultural associations in 
Rirbhum, Kishoreganj, Nadia and Jessore, and since the close of the year 
the Director of Agriculture has brought the good work of the agricultural 
association at Maids to the notice of Government. The Governor in 
Council trusts that the examples of these associations will be emulated by 
those in other districts. The Director of Agriculture also mentions the 
good examples set by Rai Bahadur A. 0. Banarji of Sultanpur fltirbhum), 
Hai Bahadur K. N. Mallik of Ranaghat and Kumar Kauut Kumar Roy of 
Dighapalia in conducting their farms on scientific lines under the 
direction of the officers of the Agriculture Department. These well- 
conducted private farms will serve as an object lesson to the educated 
members of the bhrulralok class in the practice of farming on modern 
scientific lines. 


Government agree with the view expressed by the Director of Agricul- 
ture that the personality and proper training of the District Agricultural 
Officers is an important factor in the success of demonstration work, and 
trust that the arrangement which has been now brought into force of 
placing six officers of this class for training at the Dacca Farm and the 
revised instructions recently issued by the Director of Agriculture 
legarding the duties and responsibilities of these officers will greatly 
increase their efficiency and popularity. 


8. toieuttimk — The work of the sericultural branch embraces the 
production of disease-free seed* cocoons by a method of selection ah 
Government nurseries and their multiplication through the agency of 
selected rearers under departmental control. There are now no leas their 
36 seed farms under selected rearers to whom they are a source of 
considerable profit. The policy of encouraging selected rearers will bo 
continued and extended by increasing the inspecting staff as funds 
permit. Eight er-students of the Sericultural School were gfranfed 
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rewards of R«. 250 each for the erection of model rearing houses. A 
great expansion of sericultural operations has taken place in the district 
oi Bankura under departmental supervision. Rearers* and Beelera* Co- 
operative Societies are reported to be doing good work in several districts. 

9. The thanks of the Governor in Council are due to the Director 
of Agriculture for the administration of the department during the year. 
His Excellency in Council also takes this opportunity of acknowledg- 
ing the assistance rendered to the department by local officers and non- 
official gentlemen in various parts of the Presidency. 


By order of the Governor in Council, 

G. S. DUTT, 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 

Of. H. W. B. MORENO. Do Government consider that practical 
steps outlined in the answer to clauses ( b ) and (c) are sufficient for 
the improvement of the condition of milch cows in this province? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is asking for an opinion; I am afraid you 
cannot do that in the guise of a question. 


Vetting Union Boards in Tipperi with Benoh power. 

81. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon'ble Mem- 
ber in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state the names 
of the Union Boards of the Tippera district where the Bench power has 
not been vested this year but which enjoyed the same power before? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Presidents of those Union Boards are trying 
to get Bench power? 

(c) Is it the intention of the Government not to give Bench power to 
"these Union Boards until the District Magistrate gives a certificate to 
the effect that the party-feeling has ceased? 

MEMBER in ohargo of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tho Hotfblo 
Wr Abd-ur-Rahint): (a) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) Government have no information. 

(c) It is the intention of Government not to give Bench power to 
these Union Boards until it is satisfied from the reports of local autho- 
rities and otherwise that party-feeling has either ceased or considerably 
abated. 
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.. ^ T |® undermentioned Union Boards of the Tinner* district h.d 
power bef„ re; But have not been vested Xhett^ 


Union Board*. 
1. Chaadla 
2* Brahmanpara 

3. Panchthupi 

4. Jorekaran 

5. Cbeora 

6. Paachimgaon 

7. Bhaukah&r 

8. Gobindapur 

9. Jagatpur 

10. Balarampur 

11. Moroka 

12. Mahammedpur 

1 3. Gazaria 

14. Debidwar 
13. Barkanta 

16. Akubpur 

17. Andikot 

18 . Muradnagar 

19. Darora 

20. Nosirnagar 

21. Bhalakut 

22. Chunta 

23. Sarail 

24. Natghar 

26. Bidyakut 

26. Ibrahimpur 

27. Ratanpura * 

28. Biahnupur 

29. Tarpurchandi 

30. 8hakhaa 

31. Ibrahimpur 

32. Gasipur 

33. Shadullapur 

34. Durgapur 
36, Mohaopur 

36. Faiohpur 

37. Cbitoihi 


Subdivision. 

Polio* station* 

Sadar (South) 

Buriehong. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Kotwali. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Chauddagram. 

Do. 

Laksam. 

Do. 

. . Chamiina. 

8ad*r (North) 

Daudkandi. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do.* 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

. . Debiwar. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Muradnagar. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Brahmanbario 

Nasirnagar. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Sarail. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Nabinagar. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Kasullabad. 

Do. 

. • Do. 

Chandpur 

• . Chandpur. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

. MatUb. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

. Bstipoj. 



St Babu TARAKNATH MUKERJIA: Will the Hon’bls Member 

in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state what steps 
b#ve been taken to re-excavate the river known as Kunti Nadi in the 
district of Hooghly? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Nadias The question of the improvement of the Kunti Nadi will be 
considered at a conference in Chinsura to be held shortly. No steps 
have been taken as yet for the improvement of this river. 


Family allowanoee to iNtonua. 

S3. Babu NALINIRAN4AN BARKER: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing the family allowances given to the detenus at 
present under the Bengal Regulation III of 1818 and the Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1925, with the following details in 
each case — 

(*) the amount sanctioned by the Government; 

<«) the date of commencement of such allowances; 

(ni) the date of the payment first made to them; and 

(iv) the amounts prayed for by the detenus concerned P 

Tho Hon’ble lir HUGH 8TEPHENB0N: o') to (iv) Government 
are not prepared to publish this information. 

Bftbu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: Will the Government be pleas- 
ed to state its reasons for not publishing the information? 

Tbi Hon’blt 8ir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N* Government have always 
refused to publish information regarding the allowances of detenus, 
because they regard that as a personal matter strictly between Govern- 
ment and the detenus. The inquiries which are necessary to enable 
Government to fix the allowances are of a confidential character and 
deal with many private matters which the detenus might not wish to 
be published. In our opinion, Government have no right to publish 
this information. 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: Even if the detenus wish to 
have this information published? 

Mr. PREBIDBNT: This is an argumentative form of question and 
cannot be allowed. 
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M. Or. MOHINI MOHAN DA«! (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of tie Judicial Department aware that the Munsif’s Court at 
the Chikaadi Chauki in the district of Faridpur ia situated at the 
furthest extremity of its jurisdiction since the transfer of the Sibchar 
Police Station from the jurisdiction of Chikandi ? 

(b) Is it a fact that there is neither a Police Station nor a Telegraph 
Office at Chikandi and that this is the cause of inconvenience to the 
public, especially the litigants. 

(c) Is it a fact that the mail at Chikandi was attacked several 
times? 

(d) Is it a fact that the school-house at Chikandi has been burnt 
down? 

(e) Is it a fact that a vendor of the Chikandi Court has fled away 
with money? 

(/) Is it a fact that Palong which is a populous place within the 
jurisdiction of Chikandi is on the other side of the river and is situated 
almost in the middle of the jurisdiction of the Chikandi munsifi? 

(//) Is it a fact that there are a Police Station and Telegraph and 
Registration Offices at Palong? 

( h ) Are the Government considering the desirability of removing 
the Munsif’s Courts from Chikandi to Palong? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Chikandi is situated about 

3 miles, from the southern boundary of the Sibchar thana and about 15 
miles from the southern boundary of the existing munsifi. 

(b) Yes. A representation by the local officers has been addressed 
recently to the Postmaster-General with regard to the opening of a 
Telegraph Office at Chikandi. 

(c) No. 

(d) Ye!*. 

(«) No. 

(j) No. Palong is situated about 6 miles from the southern bound- 
ary of the Sibchar thana and about 12 miles from tlfe southern boundary 
of the existing munsifi. 

(g) Yee. 

(h) No. 


Gduutta Etootrfe Supply Qm p mtt m 

SB. BMW KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY! (a) Will th# 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Commerce be 
pleeaed to elite whether the license granted to the Calcutta Bleetrio 
Supply Corporation, Limited, for the supply of energy in Howrah 
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and Calcutta in the year# 1902 and 1907, respectively, has been 
determined by efflux of time? 

(b) If so, what are the exact dates of such determination? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
said Corporation have renewed the license for Howrah and Calcutta 
in terms of the provisions of the Indian Electricity Act of 1910? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state how the Corporation have been permitted 
to supply energy in those places without a license from the 
Government P 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Mr* J> Donald)! (a) and (b) The license for the supply of electric 
energy in Howrah expired on the 27th of October, 192*3. The license 
for Calcutta is still in force. 

(c) The license for Howrah has not yet been renewed. 

(<l) The* grant of a new license is under consideration. The ques- 
tion has bet* n complicated (a) by the fact that the area of supply 
will be extended, and (b) by modifications necessary since the new 
license will be granted under the existing Act IX of 1910, whereas 
the former license was under Act IX of 1895. It is expected that the 
new license will be granted very shortly. Meanwhile the Calcutta 
Electric Supply Corporation are continuing to supply energy under 
the terms of the old license. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I ask whether any licensee 
under the Indian Electricity Act is entitled to continue supplying 
energy even for one day after the expiry of his license? 

Mr. PRESIDENT* Order, order. You cannot seek an opinion from 
Government in the guise of a question. 

Dr* BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Would the Government be pleased 
to take any steps to stop the licensee from continuing to supply energy 
after the date of the license has expired? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr* 4* DONALD: We did not take any step to ascer- 
tain that the license had expired. Government had no information 
that the license expired on a particular date. 

Dr* BIDHAN CHANDRA ROYi Do Government think it necessary 
to take any steps under the Electricity Act to stop the licensee from 
continuing to supply energy? 

Thi Hon’blo Mr* 4. DONALD: That can be done under the provi* 
sions elf the Act, if necessary. 



Qtrisram 


in 


im.] 

« *Mar la tho upper mm «f tbo rtar 

96. MlhinQ Kumar 8RIS CHANDRA NANDYs (a) Is the Hon'hle 

Member in, charge of the Department of Irrigation aware- 

(i) that the river Bhagirathi is drying up every year; and 

(it) that the river, especially in its upper course, is difficult for 
navigation for three months in the year? 

(b) If so, what Bteps are the Government contemplating taking for 
its reclamation? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
Off Nadias (a) (i) and (it) Government are aware that the supply of 
water to the Bhagirathi is cut off in the dry season. 

(b) There are no proposals before Government, for reopening the 
supply, because the expense of so doing will be very great and there 
is a considerable risk in carrying out works on a large scale; whew 
considered necessary and the conditions are favourable, the bIio&Is are 
improved by bandalling. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: Will the Hon’ble Member iu charge of 
Irrigation be pleased to state whether he was aware that a resolution 
was recently moved by me in this Council asking Government to take 
steps to make the river Bhagirathi navigable throughout the year, and 
whether 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is a very long statement you are making. 
Order, order. Please put your question briefly. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: Will Government he pleased to state 
whether an undertaking wun given that steps would he taken to keep 
the river Bhagirathi flowing throughout the year? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
off Nadia: I do not think so; at least I do not remember. 

Laok off an overbridge at the Grossing of the Picnic Cordon Rood and 
Railway lino to BaUygunge. 

57* Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Public Works aware that the publie 
are inconvenienced for want of an overbridge at the crossing of the* 
Picnic Garden Hoad and the Railway line to Ballygnnge from 
Calcutta? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing the 
attention of the Railway authorities ho this matter? 
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(b) This has been done and the question 

Mot ion for an adjournment of ttia business of tha CoiinoH. 

Mf« J* M* SEN GUPTA: May I ask for the leave of the House to 
move an adjournment of the business of the Council to discuss a matter 
of urgent public importance, namely, the recent treatment of political 
prisoners as evidenced by the transfer on the 22nd November, 1925, of 
political prisoners Jogesh Chandra Chatterji, Samananda Sen and 
Santosh Kumar Datta from Berhampur Jail to Hazaribagh Jail without 
any sort of cldthing or without giving them any notice of such transfer. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Order, order. As I am of opinion that the matter 
proposed to be discussed is in order and as it has not been disallowed by 
His Excellency till now, I shall read the statement to the Council. 
Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta asks for leave of the House to move an adjourn- 
ment of the business of the Council to discuss a matter of urgent public 
importance, namely, the recent treatment of political prisoners as evi- 
denced by the transfer on the 22nd November, 1925, of political prison- 
ers Jogesh Chandra Chatterji, Samananda Sen and Santosh Kumar 
Datta from Berhampur Jail to Hazaribagh Jail without any sort of 
clothing or without giving them any notice to make preparation for 
their journey. 

Does any member object to leave being granted (pause). As no 
objection is taken, the leave asked for was granted. 

The motion will be taken up at 5 r.M. to-day. 

Noft-offloial Businaas. 

Motions for Amendment of tho Standing Orders. 

SHAH EYED BMDADUL HUQ moved the following Amendment 
of Standing Order 6 (7): — 

I. That in Standing Order 6 (/) [section 19 (/)], line 3 — 

(*) for the words “ any resolution ” the following shall be substi- 
tuted, namely: — 

“ a question which has not been answered or a resolu- 
tion ”, and 

<u) before the words “ such resolution ” the following shall be 
inserted, namely; — 

“ Bach question shall b# carried over to the list of 
questions 'for the next session and*. 


p 
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IL Till in Standing Order 12 {taction 44], last pronto for the 
flOrd “ postponed ” the words “ carried over w shall be eubeti* 
tiled. 

He spoke in Bengali. The English translation of which is given 
Mow: — 

I move my motion for amendment of the Standing Order 6(f), 
[section 19 (/)], line 3, page 243, which is to the effect that all questions 
asked in a preceding session of the Council should be left out and which 
I propose to amend to the effect that all questions not answered in the 
preceding session of the Council should not be left out. In my second 
motion referring to the Standing Order 12, [section 24], page 24fi, I pro- 
pose to insert the word “ postponement ”. My reason for moving this 
amendment is that while no limit is imposed on questions asked in the 
Assembly and in the other Provincial Councils, it is in the Bengal 
Council alone that they are sought to be limited to twelve. This step 
is aimed mainly at myself because in one session of the Council I gave 
notice of 333 questions. I had also suggested that the first resolution 
should be given priority. But at once a rule was passed that nobody 
was to be allowed to ask more than ten questions and to move more than 
three resolutions. A Select Committee was appointed for the purpose 
of Effecting this curtailment and though I protested, being on the 
committee, the rule was passed. I raised objection in the Council, as a 
result of which the number of questions was increased to 12. I still 
objected but my objection was disregarded. I thought, however, that 
if questions were not answered by Government, we should have the 
right of giving notice of 12 questions exclusive of such as were not 
answered by Government in a previous session, but I found that I was 
mistaken. I now move that the questions asked by a member to which 
answers are not given by Government should not l>e included iu the 
fixed number of questions which he is entitled to ask and I hope that 
the members will agree with me in this matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Shah Syed Emdadul Huq’s amendment runs as 
follows : — 

Amendment of Standing Ohder 6 ( 1 ). 

I. In Standing Order 6 (/) [section 19 (7)], line 3 — 

(t) for the words “ any resolution ” the following shall be substi- 
tuted, namely: — 

** a question which has not been answered or a resolution ”, and 

(ttf) before ike wonts “ such resolution ” tke following shall be 
inserted, namely : — 

¥ Sack question shall be carried ever to the list of questions for 
the next session end”. 
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Amendment op Standing Ohder 12, 2nd proviso. 

II. In Standing Order 12 [section 24], last proviso, for the word 
u postponed ” the words M carried over ” shall be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Does anybody object to leave being granted for 
this motion to amend the Standing Orders? [Pause.] As no objection 
has been taken the amendments, under the rules, stand referred to a 
Select Committee. I hereby fix the 9th December at 5 p.m. as the latest 
date for the receipt of names of members who desire to serve on the 
fiommittee. Ballotting for the Select Committee will begin at 2-3Q P.M. 
on the 10th December and finish by 2-55 p.m. on the same day. 

I also nominate Babu Jatindra Nath Basu, one of the panel of 
Chairmen, as a member of the committee. 

The following amendments of the Standing Order standing in the 
name of Babu Satya Kishore Banerjee were called but not moved: — 

New Standing Orders 77 to 85. 

That after Standing Order 76 (section 107), the following new 
Standing Orders be added, namely: — 


Petitions relating to Bills. 

77. Petitions relating to a Bill which has been published under 
Buie 18, or which has been introduced, or in respect of which notice of 
a motion has been received under the Standing Orders, may be present- 
ed or submitted in accordance with the Standing Orders. 

78. Any such petition may he presented by a member, or be for- 
warded to the Secretary, in which latter case the fact shall be reported 
by him to the Council, and no debate shall be permitted on the making 
of such report. 

79. A member presenting a petition shall confine himself to a 
statement in the following form: — 

“ I present a petition signed by petitioners 

regarding- Bill ” 

and no debate shall be permitted on this statement. 

80. ( 1 ) A committee on petitions shall be constituted at the com- 
mencement of each session and shall consist of the Deputy President 
who shall be Chairman and four members nominated by the President. 

(2) The President may, if he thinks fit, fill up any vacancies occur- 
ring on the committee during the session. 
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81. x<vwy petition after presentation by a member or report by the 
Secretary, *s the case may be shall be referred to the committee. 

82. The committee shall examine every petition referred to it and 
shall report to the Council stating the subject-matter of the petition, 
the number of persons by whom it is signed, and whether it is in con- 
formity with the Standing Orders. If the petition complies with the 
Standing Orders, the committee may, in its discretion direct that it be 
circulated as a paper to the Bill to which it relates. 

The committee shall in its report state whether circulation has or 
has not been directed, and, where circulation has not been directed, the 
President may in his discretion direct that the petition be circulated. 
Such circulation shall be of the petition in erten&o or of a summary 
thereof as the committee or the President, as the case may be, may 
direct. 

83. Every petition shall — 

(i) either be in English or if not in English lx* accompanied by 
an accurate English translation; 

(it) if presented by a member, be countersigned by him ; and 

(Hi) be couched in respectful and temperate language. 

84. The full name and address of every signatory to a petition shall 
be set out therein and shall be authenticated by the signatory, if liter- 
ate hv his signature and if illiterate by his thumb impression. 

85. Every petition shall be addressed to the Legislative Council 
and shall conclude with a prayer reciting the definite object of the 
petitions in regard to the Bill to which it relates. 


Non-offloia! Mtmbars 1 Bills. 

Ths Btnga! Villagt Balf-Covammant (Amendment) Bill, 192ft. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: The Bill that I am going 
to request the Council to take into consideration is indeed a short one 
and has a very limited object in view. It is a puny Bill of 3 clauses only 
which proposes to amend only two sections or to be exact one section and 
half of another of the Bengal Village tSelf-Goverament Act, viz., 
section 20 relating to the appointment and dismissal of chaukidars 
and dafadars and section 21 (I) relating to the determination of the 
salary, number and cost of equipment of chaukidars. It has become 
necessary to change these provisions of the Village Self-Government 
Act (Act V of 1919), as the amendment of the corresponding provisions 
(4 the Chaukidari Act by the Acts of 1922 and 1923 has rendered the 
provisions of the Village Self-Government Act quite an anacronism. 
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To explain my position a little more fully I propose to state here 
briefly the history of the control of the village police during the last 
fifty or fifty-five years. To go into the earlier history is not necessary 
for my present purpose and I therefore start with the Chaukidari Act 
of 1870 which was enacted as a measure of compromise between the 
popular and the Government points of view and with the definite object 
of providing for the appointment, dismissal and maintenance of village 
chaukidars as village servants : — 

Section 11 of Act VI of 1870 said : — 

“The Panchayet shall determine the number of chaukidars ” 

Section 12 of the same Act provided that — 

“The Panchayet shall from time to time determine the monthly 
salary of the chaukidars to be appointed 

Section 35 again of the same Act ran as follows: — 

“ The Panchayet shall appoint the persons to be chaukidars under 

this Act and may from time to time, with the 

sanction of the Magistrate, dismiss any such chafukidars 

Thus it will be seen that under the Act of 1870, the whole control of 
the village watch rested primarily with the Panchayet. He could 
determine the number and salaries of the chaukidars as well as appoint 
them on his own initiative and dismiss them also and only in the case 
of dismissal of chaukidars he had to take the sanction of the District 
Magistrate. The chaukidars as primarily village servants were 
altogether under the control of the Panchayet. Not for one or two 

years but for 22 years this system continued until the position was 

changed by the reactionary Act of 1892, that is, until the Government 
thought that people had forgotten the controversy about the imposi- 
tion of the Chaukidari Tax on permanently settled Bengal and therefore 
time come to departmentalise the village police at the cost of the 
villagers. 

Section 7 of the Act of 1892 replaced section 11 of the Act of 1870 
and enacted that instead of the Panchayet — 

** The District Magistrate shall determine the number of chaukidars 
to be employed in a village. ” 

Section 8 of the same Act repealing section 12 of the Act of 1870 
provided that instead of by the Panchayet — 

“ The salary of chaukidars appointed shall he determined by the 
District Magistrate 

Thus in the mutter ef determination of the number as well as the 
salary el the chaukidars the Act of 1888 transferred the powers frem 



mmrmm mxBtw mm. 


m] 


m 


the to ike District Magistrate, la the matter of appoint- 

meat of chiikidars also section 11 of the amending Act of 1892 said : — 


“ The Panchayet shall, when a vacancy exists, nominate a person to 
he a chaukidar under this Act and the District Magistrate 
shall, if satisfied with such nomination, appoint such nominee 
to be chaukidar 


Thus all control of village watch which was hitherto enjoyed by the 
village authorities was transferred by the Act of 1892 to the District 
Magistrate and the Panchayets were virtually deprived of all powers 
over the village police and they had only to raise money to meet the 
cost of village watch. 

Thus it will be seen that although “ the theory that the village 
watch is a municipal institution was definitely adopted after much 
controversy in 1870, and although Act VI of that year was based on the 
assumption that the chaukidar was purely a village servant, employed 
for the protection of lives and property of the villagers and looking to 
the village community for regular payment of the remuneration to 
which he was entitled ”, yet ” the tendency of later legislation was ”, as 
the District Administration Committee observe, “ in the direction of 
strengthening the control of the Magistrate and Police over the 
Panchayets and the chaukidars ; and, under Act I of 1892, the power of 
appointing, punishing and dismissing chaukidars, as well as of determin- 
ing their nnmbers and fixing their salaries has been vested in the 
District Magistrate who, with the sanction of the Commissioner, can 
delegate this power to any Subdivisional Magistrate of the first class,, 
or to the District Superintendent of Police. ” 

Such was the position — humiliating position I must say — of the 
Panchayet right up to the date of enactment of the Village Self-Govern- 
ment Act of 1919— and why 1919 — in all respects till 1922 and 1923; and 
in some respects it continues to be so up till now. 

(t The Indian Police Commission of 1902-03 deplored the increas- 
ing tendency to departmentalise the rural police; and the President 
system, introduced by Mr. Savage two years later, was designed with 
the object of freeing the Panchayets from police influence and of em- 
phasising the essential character of the chaukidar as a village servant ". 
Even Mr. Hughes-Buller, the late Inspector-General of Police, had the 
fairness to recognise that if the village police were removed from the 
control of the Panchayets they must be paid by the Government. But 
no they, t.e., the District Magistrates must only call the tune while the 
Panchayets and the villagers must pay the piper. Fine arrangement 
indeed! 

But this unfair arrangement continued in its entirety ; and when 
in the na me of village self-Government, Act V of 1919, was passed it' 
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re-enacted all the retrograde provisions — in fact, copied them Inna the 
Act of 1892 — though the Panchayet was replaced by the Union Board 
and something like representative institution was set up in the 
Tillages. The position, therefore, is that so far as the Bengal Village 
Self-Government Act and the area under it are concerned the District 
Magistrate continues to be the sole authority to appoint and dismiss 
chaukidars and is vested with the power to determine the number and 
salary of chaukidars. 

While such is the position under the newer Act the older Act, 
I mean the Act of 1870 as amended by Act of 1892, however has 
not lemained unchanged. Recently I mean, in August, 1922, the 
Hon'ble Sir Hugh Stephenson' introduced a Bill to amend section 12 of 
the Chaukidari Act. In course of the passage of the Bill through the 
last Council the Bill suffered an unexpected change as a result of which 
l;he amended section 12 of the Village Chaukidari Act runs thus : 

** The salaries of chaukidars appointed for any village shall be 
determined by the Panchayet of the village subject to the 
approval of the District Magistrate 

Then followed the amending Act of July, 1920, which was introduced 
by my friend Babu Indu Bhusan Dutt, in consequence of whidi 
section 11 of the Chaukidari Act now stands as follows: — 

“The Panchayet of a village shall determine the number of 
chaukidars to be appointed for that village subject to the 
approval of the District Magistrate 

The result is that under the older Act, i.e., the Chaukidari Act as amend- 
ed, the initiative in the matter of determination of the number and 
tho salary of chaukidars has passed from the District Magistrate to the 
Panchayet and the power has been transferred from the former to the 
latter though with a safeguard. The newer Act, i.e., the Village Self- 
Government Act which is out to replace the older Act however remains 
unaltered in those respects and that is the anomaly which I propose to 
remove by clause 8 of the Bill before the House. As regards the appoint- 
ment and dismissal of chaukidars which forms the subject-matter of 
•clause 2 of the Bill, I know' it will be said that the position remains 
unchanged since 1892 so far as the older Act is concerned. But that is 
no reason why the power of appointing and dismissing chaukidars can- 
not be vested in the Union Board in 1925 when such power was confer- 
red on the Panchayets so far back as in 1870 and the Panch&yets 
Ton tinned to exercise the power uoder the older Act for more than twenty 
years after its enactment. Can any body seriously maintain that even 
now the Union Board cannot be entrusted with such small powers with 
regard to the control of the village watch — that persons who will be 
moot affected by its efficiency or otherwise, will be the least interested 
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and oap&ilf to manage and maintain it in peeper state of efficiency)* 
Nothing hit a policy of sheer distrust and that of carrying and control* 
ling administration down to the ground can be a justification of maintain* 
ing and affecting to believe otherwise. And such a pretence far from 
deceiving anybody will simply be a parody of oil tall talks of conferring 
self-government and creating so-called units of local self-government in 
the villages. 

With these words I propose that my humble Bill be taken into 
consideration and as I propose hardly any innovation — almost nothing 
that is not or was not to be found in the Act of 1870 — I hold there is no 
necessity of referring it to a Select Committee. At least no such 
reference to Select Committee was thought of either in the case of Sir 
Hugh Stephenson’s Bill of 1922 or in the case of Indu Balm's Bill of 
1923 and no new procedure should be adopted in this case. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
Of Nadia: I beg to move, by way of amendment, that the said Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of Mr. S. W. Goode, Kai 
Abinash Chandra Buuerjee Bahadur, Khan Bahadur Kaxi Zahirul Haq, 
Maulvi Kkramul Huq, Maulvi Kader Baksh, Raja Manmutha Nath Ray 
Chaudhuri of Santosh, Rai Sahib Panchanan Barma, Maulvi Sayedul 
Hoque, Babu Satya Kisbore Banerjee, Mr. B. N. Sasmal, Babu Boroda 
Prosad Dey, Raja Maniloll Singh Roy of Chakdighi, Mr. Altaf Ali, 
Dr. A. Suhrawardy, Rai Satyendra Nath Roy Choudhuri Bahadur, Rai 
Harendrunath Chaudhuri and the Mover, with instructions to submit 
their report as soon as it is ready, and that the number of members 
whose presence shall he necessary to constitute a quorum shall be five. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have not been supplied with the written con- 
sent of the members whom you propose to put on the Select Committee, 
and if their consent has not been obtained, the motion will not be in 
order. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT Of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. 8. W. Coodo): With your permission, Sir, 
I would like to withdraw from the amendment the names of Mr. B. N. 
Sasmal and Dr. A. Suhrawardy: we have obtained the written con- 
sent of the other members of the proposed committee but these members 
have not given it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Dr. A Suhrawardy is willing to serve on the 
committee. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: In that caae we wish to retain hie name. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The motion before the House therefore is that 
the Bill be referred to the Select Committee as proposed in the motion 
of the Hon ’hie the Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia with the exception 
of Mr. B. N. Sasmal. 
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Tbs Hon’bto Maharaja KSHAUMItH CHANDRA RAY iaMltr 
Of Radis I congratulate the hon’ble mover of the Bill for the very 
lucid history he has given us, but in so far as the Bill is designed mere* 
ly to bring the Village Self-Government Act into conformity with the 
Chaukidari Act, as recently amended, 1 do not desire to oppose the Bill. 
But it goes further than Act VIII of 1922 which amended the Chauki- 
dari Act in as much as it proposes to make the Union Board the arbiter 
of the nature and cost of equipment of the village watch subject, it is 
true, to the District Magistrate’s approval I think it will be agreed 
that chaukidars and dafadars ought to wear proper uniform and that it 
would be absurd if each Union Board were to clothe its men differently. 
The type of uniform and its cost are matters which are better left to 
executive officers. Again I may state that Government consider the 
proposal to transfer the power of dismissing chaukidars or dafadars to 
be undesirable since in the interest of discipline it is desirable that the 
District Magistrate should retain the power to dismiss as well as to fine. 
Again the deletion of the proviso to sub-section (I) of section 20 of the 
Village Self-Government Act would render the District Magistrate’s 
approval (which Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri ’s Bill still retains) to the 
number of chaukidars and dafadars really nugatory. In the result, 
Government are of opinion that the Bill is defective, although they are 
in sympathy with its intention of bringing the Village Self-Govern- 
ment Act into conformity with the present Chaukidari Act. I think 
that if the Bill is considered in a Select Committee, its author may 
agree to accept certain minor changes which would not defeat the 
object of the Bill, but would render it more acceptable to Government. 
I hope, therefore, Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri will accept my motion 
to refer the Bill to a Select Committee. 

tabu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: I beg to move, by way of amend- 
ment, that the said Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of 
the Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur of Nadia, 
Mr. 8. W. Goode, Rai Abinash Chandra Banerjee Bahadur, Maulvi 
Kader Baksh, Maulvi Sayedul Hoque, Mr. B. N. Sasmal, Babu Boroda 
Prosad Dey, Babu Manmohon Neogi, Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq Chau- 
dhury, Maulvi Mahi Uddin Khan, Babu Akhil Chandra Datta, Dr. 
Mohini Mohan Das, Maulvi Muhammad Vasin, Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy, 
Mr. D. N. Roy, Mr. Syed M. Masih, and Rai Harendranath Chau- 
dhuri, with instructions to submit their report on or before tbe 7tb 
January, 1926, and that the number of members whose presence shall 
be necessary to constitute a quorum shall be five. 

Mr. B. N. SASMAL: I rise to support the amendment of my friend. 
Mr. Naliniranjan Sarker, which has just been moved in this Mouse. In 
my opinion, Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri has not gone far enough con* 
sidering the history of t&e question. He ought to have left , out the 
nurds " subject to the approval of tbe District Magistrate ” He ought 
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to have proposed the deletion of section 64 of the Bengal Village Self* 
Government Act V of 1919* Mr. Goode, whose amendment has not been 
moved bat which I find has been tabled, proposes a retrograde motion 
altogether. He proposes that the words “subject to the approval of 
the District Magistrate H should be placed before the other words of the 
section, making it positively clear and definite that the District Magis- 
trate must have control over the Union Boards. In my humble opinion, 
the Union Boards, where they are already existing, or where they may 
come into being in future, must have the fullest power to appoint, main- 
tain or dismiss chaukidars and dafadars without any reference to any- 
body. I am fortified in my argument in that the long previous history 
of the question supports my contention most conclusively. 

During the first *15 years of British Rule in Bengal (from 1767 — 
1793), there was no Imperial Police in this province. The police and 
magisterial duties were during that period performed by the landhold- 
ing classes who got allowances and produce of land from the State for 
keeping up thnna or police establishments, as in the time of Muham- 
madan Rule. 

On the 1st May, 1793, the Government of Ix>rd Cornwallis passed 
a number of Regulations; and clause 4, section 8 of Regulation I of 
that year provided that 

the Governor-General in Couucil reserves to himself the option of resuming the 
whole or part of such allowances or produce of such lands, according aa he may 
think proper, in consequence of his having exonerated the proprietor of land 
from the charge of keeping the j>eace. and appointed officers on the part of tha 
Government to superintend the police of the country. The Governor-General, 
however, declares that the allowances or produce of lands which may be resumed 
will he appropriated to no other purpose hut that of defraying the expense of 
the police, and that instructions will be sent to the Collectors not to add auch 
allowances or the produce of such lands to the jama of the proprietor* of land 
hut to collect the amount from them separately. 

It was intended here that the police lands or chavkitlart chakran 
lands, by which name they generally go, in the possession of the zaruin- 
dare would be resumed and they relieved of their police duties altoge- 
ther. Accordingly, on the same day (1st of Mav, 1793), the Govern- 
ment passed Regulation 22 of that year, section 2 whereof says; — 

The police of the country is, in future, to be considered under the exclusive 
charge of the officer* who may be appointed to the superintendence of it on the 
part of the Government. The landholders and farmers of land, who were bound 
to keep up establishments of fhanadon and police officers for the preservation 
of the peace, are accordingly required to discharge them, and all landholder* 
and farmers of land are prohibited from entertaining such establishment* in 
future. 

The landholders and the farmers were, therefore, relieved of their 
police duties, and special officers were appointed by Government to 
maintain peace and suppress crime. 

19 a 
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And thinking that the income derived from the allowances with 
drawn and police lands resumed under Regulation I of 1793, would \n 
inadequate, Regulation 23 of the same year (1793) was passed, whicl 
provided for “ raising an annual fund for defraying the expenses ol 
the police establishments entertained under Regulation 22 of 1793/’ 
This fund consisted of a police tax upon the merchants and traders 
only : so, there were three heads of income out of which, it was propos- 
ed, the village police should be maintained. 

But it appeal's that this last Regulation (Regulation 23 of 1793) did 
not work satisfactorily. The merchants aqd traders complained that 
there were oppressions committed upon them by the assessors. It is 
well known who these traders and merchants were in those days, and 
so Regulation 23 of 1793 was rescinded by Regulation 6 of 1797 four 
years later. Section 2 of this rescinding Regulation says: 

The produce of the lands and the allowances resumed, under clause 4, section 
8, of Regulation 1 of 1793, being still applicable towards defraying the 
expenses of the police, are to be carried to the public accounts towards dis- 
charging the same as heretofore. 


In other words, the police tax upon the merchants and traders was 
abolished by this Regulation (Regulation 6 of 1797) and in its place a 
stamp duty was introduced for maintaining and improving the police 
in the villages. Again there were three heads of income for the main- 
tenance of the village police. 

But various sections of the Regulation (Regulation 6 of 1797) were 
also repealed between 1800 and 1814, although they referred only to the 
method of raising the stamp-fees. Ultimately, however, all the unre- 
pealed portion of this Regulation were repealed by Art 29 of 1871, 
although its preamble still exists in its original form in the Statute 
Book. , 

Long before this, as the income derived from stamp-duty was being 
spent elsewhere and as the two other heads of income were insufficient, 
the question of throwing the burden of maintaining the rural police 
upon the samindars was raised by Government and when it took final 
shape a Bill was introduced in the Governor-General’s Council on the 
26th November, 1851, in which it was proposed to levy a tax on the 
landholders for the support of the village watchman for the first time 
in the history of British Rule in this province. It was most bitterly 
opposed by the land-owuing classes of Bengal on the main ground that 
the Government were for ever precluded by the term of the Permanent 
Battlement from adopting such a course. 

Sir Barnes Peacock* subsequently the illustrious Chief Justice of 
Bengal, but then a member of the Viceregal Council, in a minute, dated 
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6tk Marc^ l854 } argued the question from all its different aspects and 
recorded hi* deliberate opinions thus : 

The impftti&m 0 f a tax upon the proprietor* of agricultural land* for the 
maintenance of the village police would be a violation of the engagement entered 
into by the Government at the time of the Permanent Settlement, 

This view of Sir Barnes Peacock was accepted by Lord D&lhousie's 
Government as conclusive in 1854 and for about 4 years the matter 
rested there. 

But in 1859, Sir A. Ricketts brought up a Chaukidari Bill and 
observed that the landholders were bound to meet the cost of the village 
watch. This Ricketts Bill was, however, not proceeded with and the 
question remained in abeyance till 1868, when Mr. Hobhouse, the then 
District Judge of Midnapur, introduced a Bill practically on the same 
lines. This encountered much opposition and was finally withdrawn. 
But the tremendous opposition, which the Hobhouse Bill met, led the 
Government to depute Mr. 1). J. Mackneil, in 1865-66 to inquire 
into the subject fully and report. Mr. Mackneil ufter an exhaustive 
inquiry into the historical origin and development of the village watch 
as well as into all the Rules and Regulations, Acts and Laws passed in 
this connection by various Uovernors-Gcneral in Council, came to the 
conclusion that : 

The landholders, as such, are not and never have been bound to maintain 
village watchmen. 

He, therefore, proposed the entire abolition of the village watch and 
the substitution thereof by policemen appointed by the Magistrate. 
This force was to be paid by a police tax to be levied from the zamin- 
dars, who would recover it as land rent from their tenants, who in their 
turn, would recover it from the raiyats. 

It is needless to point out here that his proposal was intended to 
pacify the zauiindar or landholding critics, for they were told to realize 
their amounts from the down-trodden raiyats. But history tells us that 
the zamindars and the land-owning classes could not In* purchased by 
any inducement whatever, and as a consequence the opposition to (hi# 
proposal was the greatest compared with all its predecessors. 

Then came the year 1870, when a compromise between the Govern- 
ment and the people was arrived at and it was embodied in Act VI of 
1870 — the first Chaukidari Act of this province. The then Government 
admitted that the village chaukidar was purely a village servant and 
he could be appointed or dismissed by the village panchayet, without 
any reference to the District Magistrate or any other exalted personage* 
The people, therefore, consented to maintain him as best as they could, 
thinking all the while that it did not mean much to them, as the. 
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And thinking that the income derived from the allowances with- 
drawn and police land* resumed under Regulation I of 1793, would he 
inadequate, Regulation 23 of the same year (1793) was passed, which 
provided for “ raising an annual fund for defraying the expenses of 
the police establishments entertained under Regulation 22 of 1793.” 
This fund consisted of a police tax upon the merchants and traders 
only : so, there were three heads of income out of which, it was propos- 
ed, the village police should be maintained. 

But it appears that this last Regulation (Regulation 23 of 1793) did 
not work satisfactorily. The merchants aqd traders complained that 
there were oppressions committed upon them by the assessors. It is 
well known who these traders and merchants were in those days, and 
so Regulation 23 of 1793 was rescinded by Regulation 6 of 1797 four 
years later. Section 2 of this rescinding Regulation says : 

The produce of the lands and the allowances resumed, under clause 4, section 
8, of Regulation 1 of 1793, being still applicable towards defraying the 
expenses of the police, are to be carried to the public accounts towards dis- 
charging the same as heretofore. 

In other words, the police tax upon the merchants and traders was 
abolished by this Regulation (Regulation 6 of 1797) and in its place a 
stamp duty was introduced for maintaining and improving the police 
in the villages. Again there were three heads of income for the main- 
tenance of the village police. 

But various sections of the Regulation (Regulation 6 of 1797) were 
also repealed between 1800 and 1814, although they referred only to the 
method of raising the stamp-fees. Ultimately, however, all the unre- 
pealed portion of this Regulation were repealed by Act 29 of 1871, 
although its preamble still exists in its original form in the Statute 
Book. 

Long before this, as the income derived from stamp-duty was being 
spent elsewhere and as the two other heads of income were insufficient, 
the question of throwing the burden of maintaining the rural police 
upon the aamindars was raised by Government and when it took final 
shape a Bill was introduced in the Governor-Generars Council on the 
26th November, 1851, iu which it was proposed to levy a tax on the 
landholders for the support of the village watchman for the first time 
in the history of British Rule in this province. It was most bitterly 
opposed by the land-owning classes of Bengal on the main ground that 
the Government were for ever precluded by the term of the Permanent 
Settlement from adopting such a course. 

Sir Barnes Peacock, subsequently the illustrious Chief Justice of 
Bengal, but tbeu a member of the Viceregal Council, in a minute, dated 
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6th Marctk 1864, argued the question from ail its diferent aspects and 
recorded hk deliberate opinions thus: 

The imposition of a tax upon the proprietors of agricultural lands for the 
maintenance of the village police would be a violation of the engagement entered 
into by the Government at the time of the Permanent Settlement, 

This view of Sir Barnes Peacock was accepted by I*ord Dalhousie’s 
Government as conclusive in 1S54 and for about 4 years the matter 
rested there. 

But in 1859, Sir A. Ricketts brought up a Chaukidari Bill and 
observed that the landholders were bound to meet the cost of the village 
watch. This Ricketts Bill was, however, not proceeded with and the 
question remained in abeyance till 1868, when Mr. Hobhouse, the then 
District Judge of Midnapur, introduced a Bill practically on the same 
lines. This encountered much opposition and was finally withdrawn. 
But the tremendous opposition, which the Hobhouse Bill met, led the 
Government to depute Mr. 1). J. Mackneil, <*.£., in 1865-66 to inquire 
into the subject fully and report. Mr. Mackneil after an exhaustive 
inquiry into the historical origin and development of the village watch 
as well as into all the Rules and Regulations, Acts and Laws passed in 
this connection by various Governors-General in Council, came to the 
conclusion that: 

The landholders, as such, are not and never have Iteen l>ound to maintain 
village watchmen. 

He, therefore, proposed the entire abolition of the village watch and 
the substitution thereof by policemen appointed by the Magistrate. 
This force was to be paid by a police tax to be levied from the *a min- 
ders, who would recover it as land rent from their tenants, who in their 
turn, would recover it from the raiyats. 

It is needless to point out here that his proposal was intended to 
pacify the samindar or landholding critics, for they were told to realise 
their amounts from the down-trodden raiyats. But history tells us that 
the xamindars and the land-owning classes could not be purchased by 
any inducement whatever, and as a consequence the opposition to this 
proposal was the greatest compared with all its predecessors. 

Then came the year 1870, when a compromise between the Govern- 
ment and the people was arrived at and it was embodied in Act VI of 
1870 — the first Chaukidari Act of this province. The then Government 
admitted that the village chaukidar was purely a village servant and 
he could be appointed or dismissed by the village panchayet, without 
any reference to the District Magistrate or any other exalted personage. 
The people, therefore, consented to maintain him as best as they could, 
thinking all the while that it did not mean much to them, ae the. 
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panchayet would be their own man and as he would not be molested in 
any way by any authority, high or low, in the matter of his assessment 
list. 

Accordingly, on the 22nd of January, 1870, Mr. Rivers Thompson 
introduced a Bill in the then local legislature and in doing so he 
observed as follows: — 

The Bill proceeds upon the recognition of the fact that the village chaukidar 
in purely a village servant, employed for the protection of the lives and property 
of the villager, and looking to the village community for the regular payment 
of the remuneration to which he is entitled. 

As I have said before, this Bill subsequently became law as Act VI 
of 1870. The main feature was that the panchayet was to appoint the 
chaukidar or dismiss him and determine his pay according to his own 
light. The District Magistrate was to visit the village and explain the 
provisions of the Act to the people before it w'as introduced therein 
(vide section 3). The police was to have nothing to do with the pancha* 
yet, and, excepting the Magistrate’s power to fine any one who refused 
to become a panchayet and the local Government’s power to frame 
rules for the guidance of the panchayets, the panchayet and the village 
chaukidars entirely belonged to the villagers. 

This right of the people was taken away by Act I of 1892, which 
empowered the District Magistrate to appoint and dismiss, reward and 
punish the chaukidars. Under this Act, the villagers lost all control 
over the panchayets and the chaukidars, who became the servants of 
the State from now, but who continued to be maintained from out of 
the proceeds of the chaukidari tux which, as a compromise, the people 
had consented to pay in 1870, 

Then came the year 1919, when the Bengal Village Self-Govern- 
ment Act was passed. It is said that this Act has given us self-govern- 
ment in the villages. It was passed into law after the most solemn 
promises had l>een made that we would he given responsible Government 
stage by stage. I need not remind the House of the sacred utterances 
in the Mother of Parliaments in this behalf, I know' I have been 
described as an arch-destroyer of local self-government in this province, 
but may I ask if this Act has really given self-government regarding 
the chaukidars? 

Before the advent of the English, the State used to pay and the 
sumindars used to appoint and dismiss the village police. Our rulers 
for about 35 years accepted this principle. 

Then they stopped the payment and transferred the control from 
the people to themselves. 

They found that they oould not maintain them out of the proceeds 
of the State allowances withdrawn and police lands resumed and so 
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they propeied additional police taxes. But they were either insufficient 
or they did not solve the problem, as their income was taken to meet 
other expenses. 

They were so barefaced that they then, proposed to tax the people 
further for maintaining the village police. This was stoutly opposed 
by the people. 

They then gave the people self-government regarding village police 
in 1870 and then the people consented to pay something to maintain 
them. 

Then the self-government was taken away in 1891 and all that 
remained was the chaukidari tax of 1870, which the people consented 
to pay as a compromise. 

Then in 1919 what did they do? They did not give what their 
predecessors had given us in 1870 — 50 years ago — and they did not 
give us anything new as they promised to give in their Royal Procla- 
mation and elsewhere. We were fit to manage our chaukidar in 1870, 
but in 1919 after 50 more years of education and advancement, they 
said we were unfit to manage them. It is, indeed, a standing shame 
to the administration of this country. It is a disgrace to all those of 
our administration who say that they are progressive and honest. 

In 1919, not only did they think that we were unfit to manage our 
chaukidar, but they also thought that we had grown richer to pay a 
higher rate of chaukidari tux and so they left the question of pay and 
equipment of chaukidars and dafadars to the District Magistrate. 

If I have been an arch-destroyer of local self-government in this 
province, I have not the least hesitation in saying that they have been 
the arch-conspirators to take away the very shadow of self-government 
that is still left in us in every department of our life. 

Ixiok at the position which has been taken up by them even to-day 
here and now. They oppose Rai Harendranath C'haudhuri’s motion and 
say that the words “ subject to the approval of the District Magis- 
trate ” should come first and then the remainder of the sentence. The 
object is obvious. They intend to make the District Magistrate the 
supreme authority in these matters. 

I say, therefore, that we, the representatives of the people, should 
tell these arch-conspirators in the most unmistakable terms possible, 
that whatever might be their final decision regarding this question we 
for ourselves want the fullest and the most complete control of our 
chaukidars and dafadars. The words 44 subject to the approval of the 
District Magistrate 99 must go altogether. They have broken many 
pledges already. I<et them break the pledge of Mr. Rivers Thomson 
that he recognised the fact that the village chaukidar is purely ft 
village servant, employed for the protection of the lives and property 
of the villagers, and looking to the village community for the regular 
payment of the remuneration to which he is entitled. 
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[At tliis stage the Council was adjourned for 10 minutes.] 

[After the adjournment.] 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDYs I beg to support the amend- 
ment of the Hon’ble Maharaja Eshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur o I 
Nadia to refer this Bill to a Select Committee. 

I am opposed to piecemeal legislation and to a hasty one. This 
Bill consists of two clauses only, but as several suggestions have been 
made for the improvement of the provisions of this Bill, I think it is 
only just and right that it should be referred to a Select Committee 
to consider the details thereof. 

It appears that Mr. S. W. Goode has given notice of several amend- 
ments for the improvement of the clauses of the Bill. Babu Nalini- 
ranjan Sarker has also given notice of similar amendments. I do not 
think we are in a position to consider all these details. It has been 
stated by the Mover of the Bill that in the case of a similar Bill intro- 
duced by the Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson the Bill was not referred 
to a Select Committee. It is further stated by him that in the case of 
a similar Bill introduced by Babu Indu Bhusan Dutt it was not referred 
to a Select Committee. But I beg to submit that there is no reason 
whatever why this Bill should not he referred to a Select Committee. 

Mr. B. N. Sasimil has made several suggestions, and having regard 
to the fact that he is the Chairman of a District Board of a very 
important district in Bengal, his suggestions should receive careful 
consideration. I am personally of opinion that the matter should be 
referred to a Select Committee, and that was the reason why I did not 
send notice of amendments, or else I would have. 

Under \he circumstances I think it is right and just that the matter 
should be referred to a Select Committee. 

Having regard to the amendment of Babu Naliniranjan Sarker that 
it should be referred to a Select Committee consisting of certain mem- 
bers, it appears that there is no opposition to the nomination of mem- 
bers nominated by Government and in tbe absence of any opinion fo 
the contrary, I think we would be justified in accepting the suggestion 
of the Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur of Nadia 
as regards the composition of the committee. 

Sablt AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: When the Bengal .Village 
Self-Government Act was passed in 1919 I tried to do something in 
that direction. I moved an amendment which ran as follows: — 

“ The union board shall appoint such person as it considers fit to 
be a dafadar under this Act and shall, when a vacancy 
exists, appoint a person to be a chaukidar under this Act; 

The union board may dismiss any dafadar or chaukidar/* 
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At thafcMme I cried in the wilderness ; the motion was not carried*. 
That was u| 1919, a very significant year in which not only was respon- 
sible selLgOifernment introduced in remote villages or said to be intro- 
duced, but also the year in which the Reforms Act was passed. We talk 
of provincial autonomy, which is to come in the near future, but what 
about this small village autonomy, even this insignificant village* 
autonomy which is being persistently withheld? We are controlled 
even in this small matter, the appointment of even the village watch- 
men. We are seeking the removal of this control, atjd we are told not 
yet, not yet. You will have it not to-day but to-morrow. There is no* 
knowing when that to-morrow will ever come. According to the Ben- 
gali proverb that to-morrow will probably never come. 

Like dyarchy in the provincial Government, we have got dyarchy 
in the village also. We are very fond of dyarchy. In the village also 
there is a dual authority; the Magistrate and the police, or to be more 
accurate, on the one hand the police and the village authorities, the 
Union Board, the panchayel on the other. If we may compare a small' 
thing with a big thing (it is going from the sublime to the ridiculous). 
Our chaukidar is something like a Minister under the Reforms. The 
Minister is supposed to be a loyal Minister, loyal to the people, loyal 1 
to their elected representatives but in fact loyal to somebody else, loyal 
to the bureaucracy, following the bureaucracy like a shadow to the 
lobby. Like the Minister there is also the chaukidar w r ho has got to* 
serve two masters. He has got the village Union Board on the one 
side and the police on the other, and we all know how in actual prac- 
tice sometimes conflicting orders are passed upon the village chaukidar 
for the performance of his duties. The President of the Union Bourd 
is the real master because the Union Board pays his salary, but the* 
daroga of the local thana is the cle facto master, and we all know how 
these chaukidars are treated; they are treated as nothing better than 
menial servants by sub-inspectors. What is all this due to? The real 
explanation is that both in the matter of appointment and dismissal, 
the real power rests with the police, I say police, but the power is- 
really with the Magistrate. When the matter is analyst, it appear* 
that the real power is in the hands of the police officers, and therefore 
we often find in actual practice that sometimes a village chaukidar is 
dismissed in the teeth of a protest from the union board. It is not a 
matter of infrequent occurrence. If anybody thinks that I am only 
drawing a fanciful picture then I shall refer him to one specific instance.- 
A chaukidar, named Makram Ali, of the Laksam thana in the district 
of Tippers was dismissed the other day inspite of repeated protests of 
the un ion board; that is the inevitable result of tbis sort of duafl 
authority iu the villages. It goes without saying that the union board, 
can hardly exercise any authority over the village police; it is, there- 
fore, high time that this small modicum of relief should be grant*# 
and not resented. 
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Mm MANMATHA MATH ROY: I was not inclined to speak on 
this question but as I have some personal experience in this matter, 
namely, the question ol the services obtained from the dafad&rs and 
chaukidars, I wish to say a word or two. I know of many instances 
where this dual control has been responsible for the circumstances 
mentioned by several speakers to-day. These chaukidars and dafadars 
.are wholly useless for the locality where they are supposed to work. 
They often evade the work both in the union board and in the police. 
When they are asked to do some work by the President of the board 
they put forward the plea that they are engaged in some work for the 
police, and therefore they cannot do the board work. I have also infor- 
mation to this effect that when they are called upon to do some work 
by the police they evade the work just as they do in the case of the 
union board work. This is an anomaly which must disappear and as 
the object of the Bengal Village Self-Government Act was to place 
these dafadars and chaukidars under the control of union boards pri- 
marily they must be appointed by them and dismissed by them, with- 
out any approval or confirmation by the district magistrate. The 
power to appoint or dismiss them should be made absolute in favour 
4)f the union board. This will remedy the evils arising out of the dual 
system of control. I know of one instance in the Howrah district where 
a chaukidar — I have heard it from a President of one of the union 
boards — was reported against by the President of the union board for 
neglect of duty; the matter went up to the District Magistrate; nothing 
was done for half a year, and then at last a note came from the Dis- 
trict Magistrate that no action would be taken in the matter. If this 
is the state of things, it will be admitted that the change in the Village 
Self-Government Act has not achieved the purpose for which it was 
intended. 

With regard to the other matter it seeems to me that certain other 
changes are essential in order to advance the purpose for which the 
Act was introduced and unless these changes are brought about no real 
improvement will be possible. 


Bftbu BE40Y KRISHNA BOSE: The question seems to me to be a 
very simple oue, namely, whether the present law with regard to the 
appointment of chaukidars ought to he continued, that is to say, whether 
the union boards should nominate them and the District Magistrate 
.appoint them, or whether the union boards should nominate and appoint 
them also, hut that their appointment should require the approval of 
the District Magistrate. This is the simple question before the House. 
I do not think that as a business proposition the approval of the District 
Magistrate is at all required, but the question from the Government 
, point of view seems to bejiot so very simple. We may think that the 
%'chaukidar is a very humble individual but it appears that he is not so. 
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lb* PRESIDENT: Mr. Naliniranjan Barker, members should hot 
cross between the speaker and the President; you have done so twice 
within .fivo hlinutes. 

B&fOY KRISHNA BOSE 3 It seems, Sir, that the chaukidar 
is not such an unimportant person. Whenever a big person passes by 
a special train, these chaukidars are drafted from a distance and they 
are kept on the railway line perhaps for days together on a small pit* 
tance. I know that the Government’s statistical department will suffer 
if these chaukidars come under the control aud guidance of the union 
boards ; if Government want to know how many acres of land are culti- 
vated these chaukidars are there to give that information. If a census 
of date trees or palm trees is necessary, or the number of deaths from 
snake-bite — all these statistics are supplied by the chaukidar. He is 
a very important person and therefore the District Magistrate must 
have control over him and he must have a hand in his appointment. 
He is supposed to keep watch and ward over the properties of the public 
as he is a limb of the police. The villagers know to their cost how 
their vegetables, their bunches of plantain disappear owing to the exist- 
ence of this watch duty of the chaukidars. They are made to do duties 
of gardeners at the houses of President panchayets and polin* darogus 
if not other much humbler duties. Aud so they are to be appointed by 
Government. Kven this very simple task of appointing chaukidars is 
not to be given to us in these days when people talk loud of self-govern- 
ment. This is a very simple matter and I think it ought to be discussed 
in this Council at the present moment. It is not necessary to refer it 
to a Select Committee. * 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: When I introduced this 
Bill in the Council 1 had no idea that so many persons would be inclin- 
ed to refer it to a Select Committee but both from the Treasury benches 
as well as from the Opposition, motions have been tabled for referring 
it to a very big Select Committee. If I find that in deference to the 
wishes of so many members of the Council, most of the members art 
inclined to refer it to a Meet Committee, then, of course, I must yield. 
As for myself I do not think that any case has been made out for the 
reference of this Bill to a Select Committee. Similar short Bills were 
introduced in this Council previously; they were considered by the 
Council and passed without the help of any Select Committee either 
big or small. So I cannot understand why my Bill should be referred 
to a Select Committee. 

As I have said my Bill does not propose any innovation at all. I 
have not proposed anything which does not appear in the amended 
Tillage Chaukidari Act or which was not in the Village Chaukidari Act 
before the amendment of 1892. Therefore, I see no reason for tbs 
reference of my Bill to a Select Committee. The Council can tabs ibis 
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small Bill immediately into consideration and elect such improvement* 
as they desire and pass it or throw it ont as they like. But to refer the 
Bill to a Select Committee would be a mere waste of much valuable 
time. I am, therefore, not personally agreeable to the proposal of refer- 
ring the Bill to a Select Committee. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunisb Chandra Bay 
Bahadur of Nadia that the Bengal Village Self-Government (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1925 be referred to a Select Committee consisting of 
Mr. S. W. Goode, If ai Abinash Chandra Banerjee Bahadur, Khan 
Bahadur Kazi Zahirul Haq, Maulvi Ekramul Huq, Maulvi Kader Baksh, 
Raja Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhuri of Santosh, Rai Sahib Panchanan 
Barma, Maulvi Sayedul Hoque, Babu Satya Kishore Banerjee, Babu 
Boroda Prosad Dey, Raja Maniloll Singh Roy of Chakdighi, Mr. Altaf 
Ali, Dr. A. Suhrawarofy, Rai Satyendra Nath Roy Choudhuri Bahadur, 
Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri and the mover, with instructions to submit 
their report as soon as it is ready, and that the number of members 
whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a quorum shall be five 
was then put an a division taken with the following result : — 


Abbott, Mr. B. a 
Addams*Wllllaini, Mr. C. 

Addy, Babu Amulya Dhtnt. 

AhsanuHah, Mtilah. 

Alay, Kban Bahadur t. Mahboob. 

All, Matdvf tayytd tultan. 

Ml, Mr. Altaf. 

Barma, Rai ftahlb Panthanan, 

Baut, Babu Jatlndra Nath. 

•tot, tht HM'bh •. 4. 

Slrity, Mr. L. 

Brawn#, Mr. P. H. 

Chart r#a. Mr. 0. B. 

Chaudhuri, Nawab Bahadur lalyld Nawab 
AH, Kban Bahadur. 

Oahan, Mr. D, 4. 

Oaraaran, Mr. B. J. 

Baud, Mr. M. 

Dt, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. & 0. 

Oaaald, th# Han'Mt Mr. 4. 

Dots, Mil Bahadur Pyarl Ul 
Dutt, Mr. 0. «. 

Ftr rtst tr, Mr. 4, OampbaH. 

Ohumavl, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad 
Khan. 

Oa a n ha, Rai Bahadur Sadrliat. 

Oaada, Mr. * W. 

Ha% Khan Bahadur Kail Zahirul. 

Hoard, Majarmanaral mahard. 

Htpkyns, Mr. W. i. 


Ahaatad, Maulvi At h aad dl a. 
Ahmad, Matdvl Najmuddla. 
Ahm ad, Mautvl ▼ay thu d dt a. 
Ahmad, Maulvi Zanaaar. 



AYES. 

H attain, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Mutharruf. 
Huq, Maulvi Ekramul. 

Jamtt, Mr. F. E. 

Jtnnaway, Mr. 4. H. 

Khaltan, Babu Dtbl Prasad. 

Lai Mahammtd, Hajl. 

Law, Raja Rtohtt Cast. 

Llddtll, Mr. H. C. 

Lindsay, Mr. 4, H. 

Mlttqr, tlr Provash Chundtr. 

MuktrJI, Mr. S. C. 

Handy, Mafia raj Kumar trls Chandra. 
Oattn, Mr. E. F. 

Parrott, Mr. P. 

Rahim, tht Htn'blt tlr Abdmr*. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Ray, Babu Hattndra Narayan. 

Ray, tht Han'blt Maharaja Bahadur 
Kshaunlth Chandra. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Ray, Mr. t. N. 

Ray, Raja Manllatl SincH. 
talam, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdat. 
tarkar, Maulvi A Hah Bukhah. 

Snalth, Mr. 4. P. 

I tt a hsm t w , tht Han’Mt Sir Hush, 
•uhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Travtrs, Mr. W. L. 

Wta dh ta d, Mr. 4. A. 

NOES. 


Baa tr j at , Saha tatya K tsha r a. 
Banarjtt, Mr. A. C. 
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Hm, Mr. Mabbubui. 
deardar, Mauhrl Aftab Hastaln. 
dCbaii, Mautvl Abder Rasetitd. 
Khan, Mautvl Amanat 
Khan, Maatvl MaM Uddln. 
Mahammad, Mauhrl Batar. 
Malty, Baba Mahsmlra Nath. 
Matin, Mr. SysB M. 

Mltra, Babu Jsftndra Nath. 


M trtne , Dr. H. w. Ml 
M ukarjta, Baba TaraknatA, 

Nasksr, Baba Hm Chan d ra . 

Nseft, Baba Maiuaehsa. 

FaMtwan, Mauhrl MB. AbBal Jabbar. 
Quadsr, Maatvl Abdul, 
ftalbat, Mr. trmiwi Dab. 

Nay, Baba AbanHh Chandra. 

Ray, Baba BaraaBra Nath. 

Ray, Baba Mamnatha Nath. 

Rby, Baba fatoawrfpati. 

Ray, Or. BIBhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. Klraa tanhar. 

Roy Choudhuri, Rai BabaBar lat y aaB ra 
Nath. 

•arkar, Babu Hsmanta Kumar, 
tarkar, Babu Naltntranjan. 

Basmal, Mr. B. N. 

•an Gupta, Mr. 4. M. 

Tarafdar, Mauhrl Rajlb Uddln. 

Yaaln, Maulvl Muhammad. 


The Ayes being 58 and the Noes 57, the motion was carried. 

Babu Naliniranjan Sarker’s motion was not put as it was covered 
by the decision of the Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray 
Bahadur's motion. 


The Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 102ft. 

Maulvi 8AYEDUL HOQUE: I beg to move that the Local BeUh 
Government (Amendment) Bill, 1925, be taken into consideration. 

In doing so, I wish to make it quite clear at the very beginning, 
whether any kind of responsibility is to be handed over to the local 
bodies and, if so, to what extent. In the year 1917, if I remember 
aright, the Government made a declaration to grant responsible seif, 
government to this country. Whether this declaration had been made 
on the consideration of the intrinsic merit of the question or merely 
to placate the Indian sentiment at the troublous time of war, devolves 
by no means on me to answer. I refer to the first paragraph on page 
202 of the Bengal Legislative Council Manual 1924, which runs thus: 

Whereas by the Government of India Act, provision has been made for the 
gradual development of self-governing institutions in British India with a view 
to the progressive realisation of responsible government in that country as an 
integral part of Our Empire, and whereas it is Our will and pleasure that in the 
execution of the office of Governor in and over the Presidency of Bengal, you shall 
further the purposes of the said Act to the end that the institutions and methods 
of government therein provided shall be laid upon the best and surest foundations 
that the people of the said Presidency shell acquire such habits of political action 
and respect and such conventions as will best and soonest fit them for self-govern* 
meat. 

Sir, we can assume that these words are spoken with the best of 
intentions; yet the question of forces itself whether these things are 
talked as a matter of favour or as a matter of right or more properly as 
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a matter of fact dr as a matter of courtesy. Do the Indians deserve 
self-government? The answer will, to a great extent, depend on, from 
which end of the telescope the view is taken. Is India to be exploited, 
is India to oust her life blood to quench the thirst of the foreigners and 
bleed herself to death or her interests to be safeguarded from molesta- 
tion, her trade and commerce allowed to grow freely, and her solidarity 
and national growth to have an unchequered career? 

No one will confess to support the former and betray the cause of 
Ihe latter. If so, to avoid the one and to acquire the other, I know of 
nothing else that the self-governing institutions meetioned in the above 
quotation; these institutions are not to be in name, not in form but in 
real spirit and substance. Semblance and outward grandeur may for 
a time stupor a person, much less a nation, but it is sure to yield one 
day when its bare and naked hollowness will invite condemnation out 
and out. When it is somehow discovered that the author of the struc- 
ture did it, not with the best of intentions, discontent, suspicion and 
hidden anger will reign supreme in the hearts of the sufferers if they 
be not strong enough to retaliate the like for the like. Its result is 
far more worse than the plain denial. It is thousand times better to 
put the cards on the table than to make a show of fair play. If busi- 
ness is meant, allow the Indians to share the responsibilities or they 
should be plainly told that they are not fit for shouldering any respon- 
sibility. We find almost all doors to responsible positions are shut 
against the Indians in spite of the declaration or pious wishes to the 
contrary. We can quote many reliable English authorities on the 
subject. To mention one, John Dickinson, m.r.a.s., f.k.c.s., writes : 

t could mention many other proofs of the personal bravery of the natives (of 
India) but it has always been conspicuous. Bo 1 will merely remind the reader 
of the brilliant native armies of Clive, Lawrence and Coote, which carried our 
way to Empire. And those armies, unrivalled for valour and loyalty, were 
officered by native gentlemen with only one or two Europeans to a brigade! and 
this was our original system in India until the thirst for patronage, as usual, 
surmounted every other considerations and substituted Europeans for native 
officers. 

Sir, I have never known any Indian to occupy, at the present 
moment, the position of a Chief Secretary to any Provincial Govern- 
ment, not to speak of the Central Government. My friends may refer 
me to Hon’ble Members and the Ministers, but having due regard to 
them I submit that they are more or less the creatures of tfie Secretariat 
which sway the greatest influence in moulding the opinion of the Gov- 
ernment. “ Educate our masters ” are the words of His Excellency the 
Governor of the United Provinces. His Excellency referred to the 
voters. But we are yet tp learn that such education can be had in spite 
of the deprivation of the experience arising out of practical realities, 
of responsible career. We have heard much but we have seen lees. 
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time f f r the Ukin * «p » f the motion for «n 

Srnti v meM ? f tHe ° 0U " cil k8 ™* reached, th»- 
mover had to resume his seat. ] 


Motion “ adjournment of the businen of the Council. 

*' **' *f N CUPTAi Sir * 1 be ff to move for an adjournment of 
the Council to discuss a matter of urgent public importance, viz., the 
recent treatment of political prisoners as evidenced by the transfer on 
the 22nd November, 1925, of political prisoners Babu Jogesh Chandra 
(those, Somesh Chandra Sen and Sautosh Kumar Dutt from liorham- 
pur Jail to Hazaribagh Jail without any sort of clothing or without 
giving- them any notice to make provision for their journey. Sir, it 
is perfectly dear from the wording of the motion that the attention of 
the House is drawn to the question of the treatment of political prisoners 
as a whole and as an example 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. That is not so. You have made 
your case definite, and you are only to discuss the cases of the three 
political prisoners named by you. 

Mr. d. M. SEN GUPTA: Before you give your ruling may 1 not ask 
you to consider whether or not having regard to the wording of the 
motion, namely, the “ treatment of political prisoners I shall not be 
permitted to refer to the political prisoners as a whole. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do I understand that you are raising a point ol 
order ? 


Mr. J. N. SEN GUPTA: Yes, my point is this: the motion is per- 
fectly clear on this point, namely, that I am drawing the attention of 
the House to the recent treatment of political prisoners. How do I 
do that? I say “ as evidenced by the recent treatment of three of 
them ”. Thereby I do not confine myself to the three prisoners I 
mention. Certainly I can give that as an illustration. I duim my 
right and I ask you to decide whether I urn entitled to speak on the 
recent treatment of political prisoners as a whole. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid I cannot agree with you Mr. Sett 
Gupta, because any motion for adjournment must be specific and must 
refer to a recent occurrence, and having referred to the recent occur- 
rence of 22nd November with regard to certain politictl prisoners in 
your motion you must confine your remarks to these three prisoners * 
alone. 

Mr. <f« M. SEN GUPTAf I bow to your decision but 1 do so under 
protest, because I say again that although I bow to the decision of the* 
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<Cbair here in this House, as I am bound to do, the resolution is perfectly 
.clear that it refers to the recent treatment of political prisoners 
as a whole and as an illustration I cited the treatment which was meted 
<©ut to the three political prisoners on 22nd November, 1026. 

Sir, I will not refer to-day to the feeling in the country against 
the Ordinance or Regulation III. The opinion of the Council has 
been expressed against them unequivocally more than once. We have 
.condemned both the measures. We have asked the Government to 
repeal Regulation III and we have refused to pass the Bengal Ordin- 
ance under which most of the prisoners are being confined at present. 
"To-day I shall only refer — and I am sorry, I shall have to refer only 
to the three prisoners but I hope I shall be able to satisfy the House— 
and even though I am confined with regard to this resolution only to 
the case of three political prisoners — I hope, I shall be able to satisfy 
the members of the House that such treatment should never be meted 
out to political prisoners by any Government which desires to call itself 
.civilised. 

What are the facts of the case? The facts are perfectly clear. On 
the night of 22nd November these three prisoners received a chit from 
the Superintendent or the jailor that they were wanted at the office. 
At that time they had no clothes on the upper part of the body as they 
were taking some exercise. They were immediately marched before 
the jailor and they were told that they would have to take a journey 
immediately — a long journey from Berkampur to Hazaribagh. They 
had to go via Calcutta. They protested. They said that they had 
masked for warm clothes from a month before. No winter clothes had 
been supplied. They said that they ought to be allowed to go hack to 
their cells to get whatever clothes they could get hold of, warm or 
otherwise. That prayer was also refused. They were compelled to 
take their journey that very evening without any clothes and we know 
that these facts were published in the press and the Government knew 
it on the morning of the 23rd. Sir, happily or unhappily I was at 
Haaaribagh on the night of the 21st as also on the 22nd when I travelled 
.down to Calcutta. I know that at that time of the year it was fairly 
cold at Haz&ribagh — much colder than we have had here in Calcutta 
or in this side of Bengal this season. Not only were they not given 
My warm clothes but they were actually taken without any covering on 
the upper part of their body from Berhampore to Calcutta, at any rate. 
After that what happened I do not know. But I do charge the Govern- 
ment with maladministration and ill treatment of political prisoners after 
4etention without trial. It may he that they have been under deten- 
tion without trial — that they were confined under an Ordinance which 
we wanted to throw out — it may be that some members of the House 
opposed us at that time as they were convinced that there were tome 
reasons of state for such detention without trial— and I ask to-day the 
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1<Mm opposite, p»rticnl*rly my Ea«li*k friend* Set 
complain if the Indians think that thiy follow the 
i the lobby on every question without earing whether 
the OoTemliint is right or wrong. The question to-day is not whether 
the Ordinance is justified. The question is whether the Ord inan ce is 
being administered in the spirit and according to the letter of the 
law. What do we find ? Some of the prisoners are confined under the 
provisions of Regulation III of 1818. Section (f of that Regulation 
says: — 

Every officer in whose custody any State prisoner may be placed shall, as soon 
as after taking such prisoner into his custody as may be practicable, report to 
the Governor-General in Council whether the degree of confinement to w'iich ht» 
may be subjected appear^ liable to injure his health, and whether all allowance 
fixed for his support be adequate to the supply of his own wants and those of 
his family, according to their rank in life. 

That section is almost verbatim reproduced in section 21 of the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1925 which replaces the 
Ordinance. That section runs thus: — 

The Local Government shall make to every person, who is placed under res- 
traint by reason or an order made under sub-section (1) of section 11, a monthly 
allowance for his support of such amount as is, in the opinion of the Local 
Government, adequate for the supply of his wants, and shall also make to his 
family, if any, and to such of his near relatives, if any, as are in the opinion of 
the Local Government dependent on him for support, an allowance for the supply 
of thfir wants suitable in the opinion of the Local Government to their rank in 
life 



It is the Government’s case that “ we look after them well, we house 
them well, we give them proper clothes, but for reasons of state we keep 
them confined ”. Once that is admitted, I ask you, is there any 
justification for not allowing these prisoners to go and get their clothes 
from their cells? Is there any justification for dragging them away 
on a wintry night without any clothes to cover them? There can be 
justification only if the Government's case is this, namely , that we 
sure treating them in that way so that their lives may be ruined, so 
that even when they come out they will not be able to follow the 
ordinary avocations of life, they may not be useful to society, that their 
health may be undermined to such an extent that they may not oarry 
on the work which they started — the work for the freedom of the country. 
Therefore I ask the members of the House opposite who have all along 
supported the Government in passing the Ordinance into law— I ask 
them to-day to think and ponder whether they will by their action to- 
night allow the Indian public to be more firmly oonvinoed in their belief 
that the English members of the House do not care anything for the 
merits of any question and that they only want to follow the Govsrmttent 
into the lobby simply because they think that the Government most be 
supported at all costs. I am sorry that I cannot give other instances by 
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reason of the ruling of the President under winch I mp soMerixigdfa 
night as we hare suffered on many occasions on this side of the House, 
I am sorry I cannot give other instances of recent ill-treatment of poli- 
tical prisoners, which will horrify the members of the House, But if 
they will come to me— if the President will allow me another motion 
I will cite other instances which will show that the treatment of political 
prisoners is a disgrace to the Government. We talk of the dignity of 
this House ! We calmot protect our own citizens. We cannot protect 
the members of this very House. We ought to hang down our heads 
in shame for the humiliation and insult that have been offered to the 
members of this House. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for 15 minutes.] 

(After the adjournment.) 

Tht Hon’ Die Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Sir, am I to understand 
that no other member wishes t > speak on this motion, because if other 
members want to speak on the motion, I think it would be convenient 
if I spoke after them as it will enable me to see how the case develops. 

Hr. PRESIDENT: I did not find any one standing up to catch my 
eye and so I called upon you to reply. 

if Ft 8. Co MUKERJI s Do I understand that you will not allow us 
to speak after the Hon’ble Member has replied P The practice in this 
House has been that once the Government Member has replied to the 
debate, only the mover of the substantive motion can reply. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS If you want to speak I can give you the oppor- 
tunity now. 


Mr. 8. C. MUKERJI : Our point is that Mr. Sen Gupta has made 
an important statement before the House, and we want to know first 
what Government have to say on the subject. After hearing the two 
statements we shall be in a position to judge whether we should speak 
or not. This is a case in which we have heard only one side, we ha ve 
not heard the other side, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This is a very important point and I do not 
know how to decide. It is the practice in this House that after the 
Government Member has replied to the debate no other member can 


*•*••• eUKSWH As a very old member of the Hocse, you will 
remember, Sir, that there have been occasions when a statement has- 
been made by one member and the Government Member in ehanre has 
replied thereto, the President has allowad the House an opportunity of 
making its view, known. * 
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Hr. WiB^DIMT! But this question is quite (Hferont Here the 
debate is liUM to two hours only and the Government has the right 
of reply. H the mover of the original motion does not reply then* 
the Government Member cannot speak again. Once he has spoken I do 
not think, following the procedure in this House, the debate should be 
continued any longer. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: On a point of order, Sir. Is it 
permissible for a member of the House to speak after the statement 
made by the Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson has shown that the state- 
ment made by the Mayor is not true. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I want to do one thing. It is almost in my 
discretion to allow a speaker to speak on a second occasion by way of 
personal explanation. I think I shall have to extend this rvle a little 
further. 

The Hon'bfe fir HUGH STEPHENSON: I am very sorry that 
I have been the cause of delaying this debate but it was not my inten- 
tion in any way to shut out members from speaking. I only wanted 
to make my position clear that if the mover makes no further reply 
I shall have no further opportunity of meeting the jwints which may 
be raised by other members if they speak after me. 

Well, Sir, the motion is to adjourn the business of the House to* 
discuss a matter of urgent public importance, namely, the recent treat- 
ment of political prisoners as evidenced by the transfer on the 22nd Nov- 
ember 1926, of certain prisoners from the Berhampore Jail to the Hasari- 
bagh Jail without any sort of clothing or without giving them any notica 
to make provision for their journey. We have heard Mr. Sen Gupta’* 
impassioned speech on the wrongs inflicted by Government. I propose* 
to give the House the bare facts and leave them to decide. Govern- 
ment had decided to transfer four detenus from Berhampore to Hwari- 
bagh. There are a considerable number of detenus in the Jail at 
Berhampore and they live together in one association ward. There* 
has always been considerable difficulty in dealing with them at Berham~ 
pore. Successive Superintendents have complained that it has been 
exceptionally difficult in that Jail to maintain the ordinary discipline* 
among the ordinary inhabitants of the J ail 

Babv AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: On a point of order, Sir. Ther 
case of Mr. Sen Gupta is 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you want to offer an explanation on behalf 
of Mr. Sen Gupta f What is your point of order? 

AKHIL OHANDRA DATTA: My point of order is— Is the* 
Hon’ble Member entitled to reply on grounds which have not been 
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taken up at ail by Mr. Sea Gupta P He has never disputed or 
challenged the propriety of the order of transfer from Berhampore to 
Baser ibagh. 

Mr# PRESIDENT: I did not quite hear what Sir Hugh Stephenson 
eaid. I shall be careful about what he says. 

TN HOft’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON I As my argument develops, 
Babu Akhil Chandra Datta will see the relevancy. As I have said, 
successive Superintendents have complained that the detenus at Ber- 
hampore have made it as difficult as possible 

Mf. d. M. SEN GUPTA: On a point of order, Sir. I should like 
to know whether the Hon’ble Member is entitled to say anything as to 
whether or not these prisoners created any difficulties in the Jail on a 
motion that the business of the House be adjourned on the ground that 
they were not supplied with any clothes for a wintry night's journey. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You referred to the sudden transfer from the 
Berhampore Jail and I think the Hon’ble Member is entitled to 
explain to the House why they were suddenly transferred. 

The Hofl’Me Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: In the last few months 
the state of indiscipline has been particularly bad and the Jail officers 
have been threatened with assault. I mention this, Sir, as you have 
already surmised, because it explains the action taken in not giving 
the detenus warning of the proposed transfer. Well, Sir, Government 
issued orders for the transfer of four detenus. They directed the 
Superintendent of Police to see that these orders were served on the 
four detenus. Under the Criminal Law Amendment Act the order has 
to be served on the detenus themselves, and they instructed the Super- 
intendent of Police to make arrangements to carry out the transfer. In 
view of the state of indiscipline to which I have referred the Superin- 
tendent of Police was of opinion that it was advisable to arrange for 
the transfer without warning the detenus. He was apprehensive that 
if warning of the proposed transfer was given to the detenus it would 
be impossible to carry out without dragging in the whole of the remainder 
of the detenus, and having regard to the previous incidents in the jail 
and to the attitude of the detenus on this occasion, I think, he had 
ample reasons for his apprehension. 

The train from Berhampore to Sealdah leaves at 1 a.m. The Super- 
intendent of Police deputed the Assistant Superintendent to serve the 
orders of transfers on the four detenus. He went to the jail, sometime 
about 6 o'clock in the evening. He sent for the four detenus and the 
Superintendent of the Jail informed him that one was unable to travel. 
Ho further action was taken with regard to him. The other three came 
in obedience to the summons to the gate-house of the jail and they were 
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informed thulfcthat Government orders were that they should he tnrni* 
l«md to Hiparibagh and that arrangements had been made to tab* 
them nnder oscort that night to H&saribagh. The three detenus 
declined to meive the orders on the ground that they had not sufieietot' 
warm clothing to go to Haiaribagh. The orders of Government wua* 
accompanied by a list of the articles which the ddtenns were to hi 
permitted to take with them. Those articles were in the possession of 
the ditenus and in their sole control. Amongst those articles were for 
each ditenn 1 warm coat, 2 woollen shirts, 2 pairs of woollen socks, 
a rug, and, I think, I am right in saying, a sweater. When the detenus 
raised the point that the warm clothing that they had was insufficient 
for the journey to H&saribagh, the Superintendent of the Jail, who is 
the Civil Surgeon of the district, was appealed to. He certified that 
the warm clothing they had was amply sufficient for the journey. The 
detenus still declined either to sign the orders, or to take any further 
action, and at 8 p.m. the Superintendent of Police was sent for. He 
went to the jail and tried to reason with the detenus, but finding that 
they declined to sign the orders 

tabu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: May I kuow what is the date 
of the certificate of the Civil Surgeon al>out the ampleness of the 
clothing * 

Tha Hon'ble 8ir HUGH STEPHENSON: On the very same night. 
The Superintendent of Police thereupon took the necessary endorse* 
ment of witnesses that the orders had been served on the detenus. He 
then proceeded to attempt collecting the belongings of the detenus. 
For the reasons which I have already stated, reinforced by the fact that 
the detenus were exceedingly abusive in the ir language to him on the 
present occasion, he decided that it was not possible to allow the 
detenus to go back to their ward, where the rest of the detenus were 
assembled, in order to collect their things. He, therefore, got the 
Superintendent of the Jail to depute jail warders to go to the ward and 
collect all the belongings of these three detenus. The jailors went to 
the ward, and leturned and said that the remaining detenus in tha 
ward absolutely declined to allow them to touch any of the property in 
their room or to point out the belongings of these three detenus and 
had, moreover, so mixed up the things that it was impossible to identify 
them. 

The Superintendent of Jail then asked the Superintendent of Police 
to accompany him with the Assistant Superintendent to the ward and 
endeavour to reason with the detenus in the ward and to get them to 
point out the property of the three ddtenus for their use on the way. 
The only response was abusive jeers, and taking advantage of the fact 
that the ward had been unlocked when the jailors first went into it a 
considerable number of the remaining detenus pushed their way past 
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tie jailors and came out into the jail yard. They congregated mad 
the jail gate-house and through the office window shouted instructions to 
the three detenus in the office to the effect that they should resist to the 
*eud and it they were taken away by force they should throw off all their 
clothing so that they should be taken away naked. The three detents at 
that time were clothed in a shirt and warm chaddar. It is perfectly true 
that they had been taking exercise before they were locked up in the 
ward, but when they came to the gate-house they were wearing shirts 
and warm chaddar s. They took these off and passed the articles through 
the jail office window to the detenus in the yard, and they remained only 
in dhuti $, 

The Superintendent of Police then consulted the Jail Superinten- 
dent, who, as I have said, is the Civil Surgeon, and the Jail Superin- 
tendent said that in his opinion it would be amply sufficient for the 
journey if he provided each of the detenus with four hospital blankets 
and four hospital sheets. Twelve blankets and twelve sheets were, 
therefore, got out of the hospital store. The Superintendent then 
arranged for a meal to be cooked for the three detenuB who declined to 
eat it unless they were allowed to go to the association ward. At 11-30 
the Superintendent of Police informed the detenus that Government 
orders had to he carried out, that there were carriages outside and he 
asked them to take their blankets and get into the carriages. They 
declined. They were then lifted into the carriages and driven to the 
station. Meanwhile the detenus in the yard were keeping up a fairly 
continuous shout about police oppression with a view to attracting the 
attention of the people outside. The performance was repeated at 
the Berhampore station and the detenus had to be lifted out of the 
carriages and put in the reserved compartment. They had . 

(Here the Ilon’ble Member reached his time-limit, but was allowed 
to finish his sentence.) 

with them 12 hospital blankets and 12 sheets for three men. 
If they went partially naked it was because they took their clothes 
off and handed them over through the jail windows in order 
that they should be able to shout that they were being taken away 
naked. It was their owm doing. If it had been a genuine complaint 
that they had not sufficient warm clothing to go to Hasaribagh then 
there was no earthly reason why they should not have taken all the warm 
clothing that they had and have asked for as many blankets as they 
.desired to keep out the cold on the journey. There is, therefore, no 
justification for regarding this incident as a piece of unwarrantable 
tulum on the part of the Government or the police. 

Mautvi EKRAMUL HUQ: I have heard my hon'ble friend Mr. Ben 
Gupta as well as the Hon'ble Member for Government with rapt 
attention. As a visitor-of the Berhampore Jail and specially of the 
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dMmnt I lm alao to look to tbe stoto of affair* prevailing it that 
qnarter- ]§jp- friend bare, Mabaraj-Knaar Sriab Chandra Handy ia 
also a visitor Of that Jail and be will bear me oat when I any that ■■» 

Mrttoro) Siwnr miff CHANDRA NAMDYl On a point of personal 

explanation. Sir. True, I am a visitor of the Berhampore Jail, but I am 
debarred from visiting the political prisoners. 

Mftulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: My friend, Mr. Sen Gupta said that if 
he 'were* to relate what happens inside the Jail compound it would 
horrify the whole House. Of course it would shock and horrify me if 
he would have said that the prisoners in the Berhampore Jail were 
very badly treated for I know that the treatment of the Jail authorities 
in the Berhampore Jail does not leave much to be desired. 

Ml*. 9n N. HALDAR: May I rise on a point of order, Sir? May I 
ask if after hearing Maharaj-Kumar Sris Chandra Nandy, Maulvi 
Ekramul Huq visited the detenus? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: That is a question, Mr. Haidar, and the speaker 
who is in possession of the House may or may not like to answer it. 
At least I cannot ask him to sit down if he does not give way. It is 
only on a point of order that he is hound to sit down. If you simply 
put to him a question mid he does not give way but continues to speak 
I cannot help you Mr. Haidar. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: I am glad that Mr. Sen Gupta has made 
no reference to the bad treatment towards the detenus in the Berham- 
pore Jail. The only specific cases that he has .mentioned are with 
regard to the three detenus whom he bus named. So far us this ques- 
tion is concerned, we have got the statement of the Hon’ble Member 
for Government and it is for us to judge whether what he has stated 
before the House is true or not and it is up to us to decide whether we 
should go into the lobby with the Government or into the lobby led* by 
my hon'ble friend opposite. 

So far as I know, Sir, the District Magistrate and other gentlemen 
visit the jail, and so far as I am personally concerned I have previously 
visited the jail and I have every now and then brought to the notice 
of tbe jail authorities whatever complaints were made to me by some 
of the detenus and have sjjoken to the district magistrates that the 
things wanted by tbe detenus should be supplied to them. So far as 
the question of clothing, housing and fooding is concerned, I have no 
hesitation in saying that in the Berhampore Jail at least the arrange- 
ments are, on the whole, satisfactory. 

Mr. §• N« HALDAR: Is Maulvi Ekramul Huq entitled to go into 
the general condition of the detenus when Mr. Sen Gupta was not 
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allowed to do (of Ur. 8m Ovpte «w allowed to niar *alj 'to pmeti. 
c t t l af incident and ia Manlvi Ekremul Bnq in order is deviating toon 
this standard P 

Mr. PREflDENH I quite agree with yon that ho ii out of o*iar in 
referring to the general comforts of all the detenus but he can refer 
to their clothing. 

Miliflvi EKRAMUL HUQ: Bo far as clothing is Concerned, from 
what I know, Sir, I know this much that the clothing supplied at the 
Berhampore Jail is of a kind that many middle class people cannot 
provide themselves with 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY 1 Why don’t you go there for a few deysP 

Maulvl EKRAMUL HUQ: For a week in a month I shall be glad 
to stay there for recreation if allowed. It is undoubtedly true that 
some of them make complaints and they want more and more *- ' 

Mr. §• N. HALDAR: Is Maulvi Ekramul Huq referring to these 
three particular detenus or to the whole lot of them P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Presumably he is referring to these three 
detenus only. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: I beg to point out, Sir, that I am refer- 
ring to the generality of them. I submit that these three detenus are 
included in this generality. The clothing that was supplied to them 
were of good quality und whenever complaints were made I drew the 
attention of the authorities and they took action in the matter and had 
the thing done right. 

These are all, Sir, that I kuow of this case and considering the 
limited scope put upon our speech I would refrain from detaining the 
House further but resume my seat with these remarks. 

Mr. S. 0. MUKERJI: Mr. President, Sir, when Mr. Sen Gupta, 
the leader of the Swaraj party and the leader of that party in thia 
House, stood up and made a statement about the treatment of certain 
political prisoners it seemed to me that it was very, very damaging 
to Government. Sir, whatever difference of opinion there may be regard- 
ing repressive laws, I urn perfectly sure that there is perfect unanimity 
in this matter, namely, that political prisoners should be properly 
treated, and that the Government — a civilised Government—-!) as no- 
right whatsoever to mete out any sort of bad treatment to a political 
prisoner. Having regard to the position that Mr. Sen Gupta holds in 
this country anct in this House I expected that be wae fully alive to the 
sense of responsibility and I expected from him that he bad all the 
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fact* mad >^gm® Mm him, and that he had to 

get tha moakaccurate information on a subject like thin which IP JiWj 
to stir up * great deal of commotion and excitement throughout the 
length and breadth of the province. 

From a «**« of Mr. Sen Gupta’s position I did net even conceive or 
dream that this should be regarded as a plank in an electioneering pro- 
paganda or it should be 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I call you to order, you are straying atfay ftrom 
your point. 

Mr. 8.0. MUKERJI: 1 bow to your decision, 

(Cries of “ you are seeking nomination.”) 

Mr. •• C. MUKERJI: These kinds of interruption are very rude/ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I appeal to the House. The hon’ble member 
should be allowed to deliver his speech without interruptions. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: Sir, a member cannot accuse us of making 
election capital out of this question. Certainly he has no business to 
talk to us in this way. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am very sorry that he has madte those remarks. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: You are sorry Sir, but he is not. (Loud 
laughter.) 

Mr. 8. 0. MUKERJI: I am really surprised that my Swarajist 
friends get awfully impatient when they get something which is not 
quite palatable or delectable to them. Now, Sir, we have heard the 
Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson and he has given facts and figures. 

< A voice : Where are the figures?) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Please allow Mr. Mukerji to 
proceed. 

(There were continued interruptions.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 appeal to Mr. Sen Gupta to keep bis party to 
order. 

Mr* 8. C. MUKERJI: My friends think that by heckling me in tbi* 
way they will make me sit (town, but I am not going to do so, 1 have 
enough of heckling in my public life. 

(Cries of “ Sit down, sit down.”) 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 
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Hr. «. 0. MUKERJIt Now, the cloto i»dto Mr. Orn'Ctapta 

before this House is this that these three political prisoners were oOt 
allowed any clothing. The clear cut answer from the Hon*ble Member 
is that they were supplied with sufficient and ample warm clothing 
{Question !), but they like petulent children threw away the warm cloth- 
ing and did not avail themselves of them. 

(A voice: Take it with a grain of salt.) 

Mr. i. 0. MUKERJI: Well, if a statement by the Hon*ble Member 
has to be taken mm grano gnlis — with a grain of salt, I think, t am 
entitled to say that the statement of the mover should be taken with 
a grain of salt. 

(Several voices : With two grains of salt.) 

Mr. S. 0. MUKERJI: So far as I am myself concerned I am not 
prepared to say that the statement made by the Hon’ble Member in 
ibis House is incorrect or inaccurate. It is at least more accurate 
than the statement made by the mover of this resolution. 

Mr. F. E. JAMES: Sir, I have the impression from the previous 
questions which have been put in this' House during this session that 
this motion is moved more on political grounds than on humanitarian 
grounds. I do not think any member of this House should confine his 
anxiety regarding the treatment of prisoner# to the treatment of 
political prisoners alone. I think every member with any sense of 
responsibility whatsoever for his fellow citizens should be extremely 
jealous of the treatment not only of political, but of criminal prisoners, 
and that is the first point on which I should take my own stand. 

Mhi MANMATHA NATH ROY: Sir, I rise on a point of order. 
Is it relevant? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your point of order? 

BMW MANMATHA NATH ROY: Is it open to the hon’ble member 
who is now speaking to go into the question whether the treatment of 
political prisoners is in any way different from the question of the 
treatment of ordinary prisoners? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think he is developing his grounds, and as a 
lawyer you ought to allow him, a layman, some latitude to develop his 
point. 

BMW MANMATHA NATH ROY: Mr. Sen Gupta was not permitted 
to deal with the general question. 

Mr. PRKSIDCNT: Mr. James, you go on. 
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/Hr* F.4L JAMES* My hon'ble friend mu to be suffenug from 
« disease points of order. Sir, taking tko House on both tides— 
from that standpoint — all we on this side have to go upon ere the two 
statements made, first by Mr. Sen Gupta and second by the Hon'ble 
Member. It is not possible for us to know the details of jail admini* 
etration or to visit the detenus who are confined in the various jails. 
Taking the statements as we have received them in this House, I have 
endeavoured as far as possible to confine myself to these statements 
end I have an entirely open mind on the question. I find that while 
Mr. Sen Gupta's statement was entirely a general one, the Hon'ble 
Member's statement was detailed in category and on every particular. 
Mr. Sen Gupta's statement was one which appeared to be unsupported 
by any direct evidence, at least he did not mention any. The Hon'ble 
Member's statement was supported throughout by direct communica* 
lions from the parties concerned. The third point is that while 
Mr. Sen Gupta’s statement was undoubtedly a national statement 
calculated to arouse feelings, which I am afraid all sides of the House 
will one day regret, the Hon’ble Member’s statement was a dispas* 
siotrate one and Mr. Sen Gupta knows my countrymen well enough 
to realise that dispassionate statement is one that is calculated to 
appeal to them more. Therefore I feel that up to the present or until 
more evidence is adduced from the other side, the only evidence is in 
favour of the Hon’ble Member’s statement. 1 trust, as far as possible, 
all questions of race will be kept out of this discussion; I regret 
Mr. Sen Gupta dragged it in. We Europeans are in the position of 
people who are confronting an irresponsible opposition and I will tell 
Mr. Sen Gupta, if you will allow me, that the moment the opposition 
on the other side of the House in this matter and in all other matters 
becomes a responsible one — an opposition which is prepared to take 
office — our attitude will considerably change, but until it becomes so, 
we are bound to give benefit of doubt and on the whole to give our 
support to the Government in power, as being a responsible body. I 
will also say this on behalf of my European colleagues that if Mr. Sen 
Gupta will produce definite and authentic evidence of ill-treatment 
on the part of any authorities to any detenu at present undergoing 
incarceration in any prison, the whole of the European group will 
go into the lobby with him, hut until he has done so, we cannot take 
what after all is an extremely serious irre«i>mmbility and I do not 
think that Mr. Sen Gupta or any body else should expect it. 

Mm AKHIL CHANDRA DATTAs In this question of the treat- 
ment of detenus, of course, there is nothing new. We have been 
habituated to this state of things from a very long time. It has been 
urged by a friend, whether of the people or of the Government— I 
do not know — that there is the statement of the Hon'ble Member and 
that ought to be the last word on the subject. If that statement was a 



of 4l»- Hariri* Member based**:hu ofcmipa&ifail 
knowledge, I for one would certainly have taken it a* Gospel troth 
and the Anal word on the subject. But we all know— we are not 
children and we ought to know what is the value of that statement* 
What i* the source of the statement — What is the source of the inform** 
ti on? After all, that is the statement, I must say, of the accused — 
I do not mean the Hon’ ble Member to be the accused — but I mean to 
say of those people who are responsible for the ill-treatment of the 
political prisoners. Is the statement of the accused to be accepted f If 
any body accepts that statement to be true, then he only betrays his 
absolute ignorance of the human character. Now, one of our friend* 
has said : “ The statement of Mr. Sen Gupta ought to be taken with a 
grain of salt However, what is our experience? Our experience is 
this : ou many matters we have got to accept the statements of Govern* 
ment with a grain of Ralt. It is only those who eat the salt of Government 
in some shape or other, can afford to take these statements without any 
grain of salt. We know the whole history of the internment and treat' 
ment of the detenus. It is all well known to us. I have said this in 
the open Council, in the former Council and in this — I have said this 
to responsible officials in private interviews — that in many matters we 
know, from our own personal knowledge, that these statements and 
communiques published by Government are based on information given 
by irresponsible people, by people who are practically the accused in 
these matters, and therefore simply to say : Well, there is the statement 
of the Hon’ble Member and therefore the statement of Mr. Sen Gupta 
must be rejected — is a sort of argument which cannot be appreciated. 
We wonder if there is a Daniel come to judgment on the ether side of 
the House, because when has has heard the statement of the HoU’ble 
Member based on certain statements not of his own but of other people, 
he has at once pronounced the judgment that Mr. Sen Gupta has made 
his statement in an irresponsible manner. On which side there is want 
of responsibility — it is for the people and the country to judge. 

Mlfl tARAT CHANDRA BASU: I am sorry I have got to trouble 
you at this late hour of the day with a speech. It is not my object to 
start a propaganda for election. My time is almost up and I do not 
know as yet know whether I am going to stand for election next time or 
not. 

Now, with reference to the conduct of the detenus we have heard two 
stones. The question is this : Which version is correct? There was 
a time, there has always been a time, when the presumption was 
that what was done by Government officers was correct. That is one 
of the fundamental principles of administration of justice in every* 
civilised country. But it is something different in Bengal at 
any rate if not the whole of India. The presumption now runs in 
the opposite direction. Near at home in my own district at Burdwan, 



I hivt Government officers do commit mistakes (arise of — 

lie# — not mistakes) I will not say they lie. I have got my respect lot 
Governmeil officers. Bn t I am sore of one thing and that is they 
commit shakes but they seldom own it. I shall not be comet in 
aaying as one of my friends has just said that they never own it. That 
will not he correct. They do own it. In Burdwan I have seen that 
they do own it from time to time. But when they do own it? They 
own it when it suits th$ir interest to do so. It is then that they own 
their mistakes — mistakes made by high officers like the Commissioners 
of Divisions or the District Magistrates. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Order, order ! I hare followed your arguments so 
far, but I tbink you are now straying away from the subject matter 
under discussion. I hope you will come to it at once. 

MMl SARAT CHANDRA BASUs With due respect to your dictum 
I submit very respectfully that they do commit mistakes and they own 
it when it is convenient for them to do so. However, upon the question 
whether the detenus have been well-treated or ill-treated there are two 
versions in this House. None of them has got personal knowledge and 
you have got only to judge of each by past experience. Our experience tell 
us that if we were to accept the version of Mr. Sen Gupta with a grain of 
salt we would have to a<»eept the version of the other side not with a grain 
of sodium chloride but with a gallon of hydrarj-perchloride. It does not 
require any very great labour to come to the conclusion as to which 
version is correct, but at any rate my humble submission is that there 
are two versions and we will be acting on the safer side to accept the 
version given by Mr. Sen Gupta. With these observations I support 
the motion. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTERS Sir, I listened with great sym- 
pathy to the dramatic speech made by Mr. Sen Gupta as he drew a 
harrowing picture of political prisoners being dragged away on a cold 
morning without any clothing — words of disapproval at such treat- 
ments, at such inhuman treatment were uttered on this side of the 
House — until we asked among ourselves if it was true. But, Sir Hugh 
Stephenson has given a direct denial to the statement backed up in 
detail, that leaves no doubt in the minds of the members of this side 
of the House, that it is a manufactured grievance. One of the members 
has said that his remarks should he taken with a grain of salt. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would like to hear something new from you. 
We have had enough of salt already. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER! Well, Sir, if he has doubts in 
his mind I have none in mine; and am prejfcred to back Sir Hugh 
Stephenson's statement as being correct should an inquiry be held. 
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There is a saying that no one knew a case who does 
sides of it. 

That saying has been well illustrated here. Mr. Sen Gupta should 
be careful not to bring such unfounded trivial charges, otherwise he 
will alienate the sympathy of his friends. As the members are aware 
trivial questons have been asked in the House of Commons at home 
that has made some of the members of that House ask in irony : Why 
the prisoners were not supplied with hot water bottles and slippers. 

I regret, Sir, that the usual courtesy of Mr. Sen Gupta should 
have deserted him so far as to allow him to question the ruling of the 
President. I sit under Mr. Sen Gupta in the Corporation, and am 
always on my guard to assist in upholding his ruling there, and 1 as he 
knows the difficulty in controlling the House, he is the last member 
that should add to the President’s difficulties. Before sitting down 
I would say that if Mr. Sen Gupta can prove any case of cruelty or 
hardship perpetrated on prisoners or any one else he will find this 
side of the House following him into the same lobby as himself but 
he will have to make out a better case than he has done on this 
occasion. 

Of. J. M. 0A8 GUPTA: It was not my intention to take any part 
in this discussion as it is my conviction that bringing this matter 
before the House is like crying in the wilderness. I have not 
had an opportunity of having a talk about this matter with my leader 
nor could I have any talk with him about the matter of the usual 
treatment which is being meted out to those political prisoners. We 
have had a discussion about these matters in this House and we have no- 
thing to expect by a discussion again. The only reason why I stand 
here is because of the speech that has been made by Mr. James. He 
said that two statements have been made and he wanted to have them 
compared. But for my part I find that there is no discrepancy in the 
two statements. It has been admitted by both Sir Hugh Stephenson 
and Mr. Sen Gupta that the detenus had to undertake the journey at 1 
o’clock in the morning without any clothes; and whether they did so 
willingly or not is quite another matter. If these detenus had tried 
to commit suicide would the bureaucratic Government have permitted 
them to do soP I am sure they would never have given such permis- 
sion. In the same way it is common sense to accept that these 
political prisoners should not have been allowed to undertake the 
journey without any clothes. Government are responsible for their 
good health and it is the Government’s duty to take proper precautions 
against everything. It is an admitted fact that this was not done. 
Sir Hugh Stephenson throws the responsibility on the boys themselves. 

I am sure he did not mean to do so. I can tell Sir Hugh Stephenson 
of a oase in which a political prisoner was made to undertake a journey 
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not tupe contracted but tor that journey and from he succumbed. Oil 
the actual pet that there is no discrepancy in the two statements* 
The j|pte fhct that the prisoners refused to wear their clothes at 
Berhantpore does not in any way take away the responsibility the 
Government had towards them. 


.Mr, J. M« SEN GUPTA: Sir, I shall be very brief in my reply 
because I think the members who have opposed this motion for adjourn* 
ment have not made out any case whatsoever. I shall deal with Mr. 
James first. I expressed my fear in my first speech in support of this 
motion that the members of this House opposite, especially tbs English 
members, would not go into the same lobby with us on this question. 
I knew as Mr. James has told us a few minutes ago that they would 
make a political question of it. We have not tabled this motion for 
political considerations. Ours is a humanitarian cry so far as thie 
particular question is concerned. 

This is not the first time that we have been charged with acting 
for political reasons. Whenever we have occasion to work for 
labourers on strike — people who are not able to eat or sleep and are 
dying from cholera — Government charge us with political motives and 
refuse to give a single penny. It was only a few years ago at Chand- 
pur, where this thing happened and Sir Henry Wheeler said — “ No, 
not a single penny will be given — may be that those coolies are dying 
of cholera, but we will not spend a single penny because the coolie* 
are there for political reasons.” Every cry for humanity has been 
opposed, every cry for help for the labourers on strike has been opposed, 
on the ground that the Congress has taken up their side. And I see 
to-day Mr. James getting up and charging us that we have brought 
this motion for political reasons and not for the sake of humanity. I 
say again that this motion has only been brought forward because we 
know that these detenus were taken from one place to another on a 
wintry night without any covering whatsoever. I see the Hon'ble 
Member who has opposed this motion has made a statement before 
the House, but it is not his own personal statement — he did not see 
these detenus being taken away in that way — be was not in the train 
when the detenus were throwing off their clothes; he is depending: 
upon the statements of a head constable or a constable, or the jailor, 
or the Superintendent. Do you expect, I ask — I ask reasonable 
people, even credulous people — do you expect tbe Superintendent of 
the Jail to admit that he did not give them clothes on that night f 
Do you ask reasonable people to accept this view of the matter— -that 
ob! it is tbe jailor, it is the Superintendent of the Police, they an* 
high officials, they have made certain statements and those statement# 
have been repeated in this House, why should . they tell lies? I say 
this — why should these detenus tell liesP 


iii Mottos poa‘ . 

Mr. f. C. JAMCti May I a*k Mr. Sen Gupta tt heTTM 
to aiwirer me what ia the precise evidence of the etaten 
makjngf 

Mr. 4 . M. SEN GUPTA : The atatement of Sir Hugh. Ou j fci aoB 
are based on certain statements made by certain officers who are con- 
cerned in this case, but the statement made by me is supported by the 
statement of the persons who actually suffered these indignities, and 
I say this on behalf of my countrymen — I say this — that these men 
whatever they might be — they might be anything, they might be poor, 
they might be only Indians — but one thing we know — they do not 
tell lies. We know that these political prisoners do not tell lies and 
we know this— it is an admitted fact — that they were without clothes 
that night, that they were lifted away without any clothing, that 
they were taken through a long journey on a wintry night without 
any coverings. Sir Hugh Stephenson has said that they threw down 
their clothes while on the train, but that was not seen by the Super- 
intendent of Police or the jailor. That statement, if at all supported, 
is supported by a head constable, or a constable, or a sub-inspector of 
police. 

The Hon'ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I said that they threw 
down their clothes in the jail. 

Mr. J. M. SIN GUPTA: That makes the case worse for the Govern- 
ment. It was the Government officers’ duty to see that these prisoners 
were not allowed to go in that way. They were lifted into the 
carriage without any clothes. Is there any denial of that — that they 
were lifted into the carriage without any clothes P I say this that if 
they were actually taken away without any clothes on a wintry night, 
what justification was there for Government to take them in that con- 
dition from one place to another. There is no justification whatso- 
ever. Sir, what are the reasons, the State reasons, for which they were 
taken away that very night, when the Government officials found 
that these people had to be forcibly carried without any clothes, why 
could they not wait for the morning train when there would be sun- 
shine and some warmth, why that very night and by that very train P 
That shows that they did not care whether these prisoners had clothes 
Or not and that fact is not denied. I submit that there is no case made 
out by the members of the other side in support of the contention of 
Government that those prisoners had to be removed that very night, 
their non-removal without clothes that very night would not have 
caused the Government of Bengal to come to an end. I can under- 
stand if it was said that the transfer could not be delayed for even a 
few hours or that they had to be carried away that very night, but 
there were no reeeons &iven why they ahould be earned away that 
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very £fifprithout any clothing to guard against odd. Sir Hugh 
Step! ...on has said that the prisoners refused the clothings. The 
reas riven by the prisoners themselves are that they were not given 
the < inge. Whatever the reasons, the fact is established that they 
were carried away without clothes. Therefore, I submit that the 
members of this House who wanted to be satisfied that they were 
carried away without any clothings that very night ought to be satisfied 
that these ill-fated prisoners were forcibly carried away that very 
night in that condition without any justification whatsoever. 

The Hoft’Me Sir HUGH STEPHENSONS During the course of the 
debate I think nothing further has come out since my speech. The 
speeches in favour of the resolution have been merely political haran- 
gues and have nothing to do with the specific case. There is one point 
that has been brought out and that is by Babu Akhil Chandra Datta’s 
speech where he lays down the astonishing doctrine that when you 
accuse a man, when you bring a c harge against a man, his mouth is 
shut. You may not hear his explanation, you may not hear his side 
of the case at all. That, Sir, is the attitude which the whole of this 
side of the House has taken up with regard to this matter. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: On a point of personal expla- 
nation, Sir, I have never suggested that the accused's statement ought 
not to be heard. 

The Hon’bto Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The words he used were: 
are we such fools us to believe the statement of men who are accused, 
or words to that efWt. The whole atmosphere on this side of the 
House is comprised in that one sentence. Now, Sir, Mr. Sen Gupta 
has said that my information is based mi rejiort.s : that I was not there 
myself. Quite true; nor was he. His information he claims to have 
got from the detenus themselves, but he does not tell us how he got 
it, because the detenus have since then been in the Hazaribagh Jail. 

Mr. 4. M. SEN GUPTA: I may tell him that they were at the 
Berhampore station as well as at certain other stations on the way. 

The Hon'bto Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Yes, Sir, and I will also 
tell him that I have seen the letters which they wrote at the stations, 
to which he is doubtless referring. But, Sir, all that Mr. Sen Gupta 
got from the detenus was that they were sent away almost naked, but 
he cannot gire us the circumstances under which the incident took 
4 place. He does not mention that each of these detenus had four sheets 
and four blankets. That, Sir, disposes of Dr. Das Gupta's s peech 
when he says that the responsibility was on Government. Government 
actually provided each d&enu with four hospital blankets before they 
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undertook the journey . Then, Sir, my answer to Mr. SeA^ttpta |s 
this. His charge has practically come down to this : “ Wimkt not 

know how this happened, but anyhow what we do know noijjB 
they were taken away in a naked state: it does not matter^flhetber 
it was their fault or anybody's fault, it is an admitted fact that they 
went on the journey without clothing." It is not an admitted fact 
inasmuch os each man had with him four jail blankets. I have given 
what we believe are the bare facts: those facts are based upon the 
reports of Government officials who were present — the Superintendent 
of the Jail, the Superintendent of Police and the Assistant Superin- 
tendent of Police — and the senior Deputy Magistrate in charge of the 
station was also present. The detenus asked that the District Magis- 
tiate should be sent for: the District Magistrate was on tour and the 
senior Deputy Magistrate, who was in charge, was sent for and he was 
present when they were removed from the jail. I think this House 
will decline to brush aside as being of no weight, or as being suspect, 
or as being necessarily false the statement of the only people who 
are able to tell us what actually occurred. 

Or. H. W. B. MORENO S Might I ask one question? The Hobble 
Member has said that the state of indiscipline in the jail necessitated 
the removal of these men without clothing during the railway journey. 
Is not Government responsible for keeping discipline in the jail and 
should not more discipline be enforced in the jail? 

The Hon *K>1* Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: It is quite outside the 
scope of this motion, although I am prepared to tackle this question 
on uny other occasion. 

The motion for an adjournment of the business of the Counc il was 
then put and a division taken with the following rfsult : — 


A ha mad, Mauhrl Astmuddln. 

Ahmed, Mauhrl Najmuddln. 

Ahmed, Mauhrl Taytbuddin. 

Ahme d , Mauhrl Zaimear. 

•aaehi, tabu Rentes Chandra. 

••hell, Mauhrl Kader. 

•aa erjea, Dr. Pramathanath. 

Dauarjee , tabu tatya Kiehare. 

Data, tabu Carat Chandra. 

Meat, tabu Dejey Krishna. 
Chafcravarti, Mabu degtndra Chandra. 
Chakraverty, Mabu Cudarsan. 
Ohat t eHe a , tabu tunes Ohandra. 
Chaudhuri, Mauhrl Salyad Abdur Red. 
Dhaudhurt, Ral Harendranath. 

Oh ■ n^Dnusi MaiAel BftaamMl Umm 

vSISSSUf || MBHTVT RBfBi iRRp 

Dhtwdhury, Mauhrl Patlal Kertm. 
tNumtfer, Mr. wiimal Ohaadea. 

Mas, m M a h im Madam 


AYES. 

Das Oupta, Dr. 4. M. 

Datta, Babu Akkll Chandra. 

Dey, Babu Dureda hrotad. 

Oafur, Mauhrl Abdul. 

Oansuty, Babu Khagandra Nath. 

Haidar, Mr. t. H. 

Hamm, Mauhrl CayaduL 
Reasalu, Mauhrl Wahad. 

Nuq, Mr. Mahhubut. 
deardar, Mauhrl Aftab Hamate. 

Khan, Mauhrl Abdur Raeehld. 

Khan, Mauhrl Amanat 
Khan, Mauhrl Mahl Uddtn. 

Muhammad. Mauhrl Baaar. 

Matty, Dahu Mahandra Nath. 

Mttra, Dahu dagaadra Nam. 

Ma r ene, Or. M. W. m 

Muherlaa, Dahu Tamkaam 

Kaudy, Maharaj Kumar trie Chandra. 
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•arkar, tat* Humrtt Km«r. 
tartar, Baku ttahntra*)** 
•aamat, Hr. B. M. 

Im Qapta, Mr. 4. M. 
Mf i iiMy , Or. A. 

Tarafdar, Mautvi Rajlb UBB 
Vb»H», Mautvi Muhammad. 


NOES. 


Abbatt, Mr. E. & 

AMana WWiam, Mr. 0. 

Addy, Babu Aiwulya Dhana. 

Ah aan a B a h , Matiah. 

AN, Mautvi tayyad lulUa. 

Band* Mr. It. N. 

Baft, tha Han'bla t. 4. 

Slrtoy, Mr. L. 

Brawn*, Mr. P. H. 

Chartrat, Mr. C. B. 

Chaudhurl, Nawab Bahadur Salyld Nawah 
AN, Khan Bahadur. 

Caban, Mr. 0. 4. 

Ca r at ran, Mr. B. 4. 

Baud, Mr. M. 

Da, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. 0. 0. 

Danald, tha Han'bla Mr. 4. 

Daft, Mr. 0. a. 

Eddla, Mr. B. E. a 
Parraator, Mr. 4. CampbaN. 

Qhumavt, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahaaad 
Khan. 

Oaada, Mr. t. w. 

Ouba, Mr. P. N. 

Haq, Khan Bahadur Kail lahlruL 
Haard, Maj#r*Canaral Riahard. 


Hapkyna, Mr. W. t. 

Maaaam, Khan Bahadur Naufvt MuahamH* 
Naa, Mamvi EkrantuL 
4amat, Mr. I*. fi. 

4tnnaway, Mr. 4. H. 

Lai Maha mm a d , Kajl. 

LiddaH, Mr. K. C. 

Undaay, Mr. 4. H. 

Maslh, Mr. tyad M. 

Muharjl, Mr. t. C. 

Oatan, Mr. E. P. 

Parratt, Mr. P. 

Rahim, tha Han'bla Sir Abd-wr>. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. 

Ray, tha Nan’Ma Maharaja Bahadur 
Kahaunith Chandra. 

Ray Ohaudhurl, Mr. K. C. 

Ray Ohaudhurl, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Ray, Mr. «. N. 

Ray, Raja ManllaN Stash. 

•atam, Khan Bahadur Mautvl Abdut. 
•nalth, Mr. 4. P. 

itaphanaan, tha Han'bla Hr Hush. 
Travart, Mr. W. L. 

VlWart, Mr. E. 

Waadh aad , Mr. A A. 


The Ayes being 58 and the Noen 60 the motion was carried. 


Adjournment 

The Council wan then adjourned till •{ p.m., on Wednesday, the 9th 
December, 1925, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
previsions of the Government of India Act 

The Council inet in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 9th December, 1926, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President tKuiuar Shib Shekharbswar Ray) in 
the Chair, the four Hon’ble Member* of the Executive Council, and 
123 nominated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 
(to which oral answers were given). 

Caloutta Rent AoL 

•LXIV. Babu 8ATYA KI8HORE BANERJEE: (a) Is the Hobble 
Member in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware 
that the Calcutta Rent Act was passed as a temporary measure? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
steps to repeal this temporary legislation? 

(c) If not, what are the reasons therefor? 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF-GOVERN- 
MENT (the Hon'ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur of 
Nadia: («) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(r) The Act will automatically expire in March, 1927, and Gov- 
ernment do not consider it necessary to curtail its duration. 

Offlocr in oharge, Seamen’s Recruitment Bureau, Calcutta. 

•LXV. Mr. M. BAUD: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Marine Department he pleased to state what steps have been 
taken to enforce the recommendations of the Seamen's Recruitment 
Committee P 

( b ) Is it a fact that the present officer, for his appointment as 
Officer in charge, Seamen’s Recruitment Bureau, besides being Ship- 
ping Master, is getting much higher pay than was formerly paid to 
the Shipping Master? 

(c) Will the Hon’bW Member be pleased to state what progress he 
has made in the work oUorganiiing the Bureau? 
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(d) Wffl the Hon’ble Member be pleaded to state whether he is 
preparing ike general and particular Line Registers of Seamen in 
accordance with paragraph 6 of the Seamen's Recruitment Committee's 
recommendations ? 


(e) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state the reasons of delay in the matter? 

{/) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that the Indian Seamen's Union 
objected to the appointment of the present officer, on the ground of 
his want of experience in the matter of seamen's recruitment on the 
lines recommended by the Genoa Internationa) labour Conference of 
1920? 


(g) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the Indian Seamen’s Union 
recommended another gentleman who had experience of seamen's 
recruitment on the lines recommended by the Genoa Conference, for 
the post of the Officer in charge. Seamen's Recruitment Bureau, 
Calcutta ? 


(h) If the answer to ( g ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the reason for which the said gentleman 
was not appointed? 


MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (tha HonWo Mr. 
J. Donald): U / ) The Shipping Master appointed in December 1924 was 
asked to acquaint himself with the system of recruitment and employment 
of Indian seamen in Calcutta and to work out a scheme of recruitment, 
having regard to the recommendations of the Seamen’s Recruitment 
Committee. He lias submitted his proposals, 

(b) The present incumlient is the first whole-time Shipping Master 
Appointed in Calcutta. 

(r) The member is referred to the answer to {a) above. 

id) No, pending the decision of Government on his recommenda- 
tions. 

(c) The matter is still under the consideration of Government. 

</) No. 

( 9 ) Ye*. 

( h ) The member is referred to the answer given to clause (/) of 
starred question No. XII of the 18th February* 1925. 


Mr. M. DAUD: Will the Hou’ble Member be pleased to state when 
the officer in charge will lie in a ]R>sition to let us know the facts and 
figures regarding the system of recruitment and employment of Indian 
seamen? I want to know the time he will take. 


TIN Hott*bl« Mr. 4. Donald: I would draw the member's attention 
to the concluding sentence in my reply: “ He has submitted bis pro- 
posals. " 
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Reoruitment of mnen by shipping brokers. 

•LX VI. Mr. M. OAUDl (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Marine Department aware that the Indian Seamen’s Union has 
repeatedly requested the Government to expedite the matter of organis- 
ing the Seamen’s Recruitment Bureau and to enforce the recommenda- 
tions of the Seamen’s Recruitment Committee by abolishing the 
system of recruitment of seamen by shipping brokers? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Govern- 
ment be pleased to state what action has been taken by the Government 
to expedite the same? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what part the 
shipping brokers are at present playing in the matter of seamen’s 
recruitment after the appointment of Captain H. F. Darvell as Officer 
in charge of the Bureau? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether any 
representation has been received from the Indian Seamen’s Union to 
do away with the shipping brokers from the Shipping Office, Calcutta? 

(e) If so, what action have the Government taken or are proposing 
to take in the matter? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Member l>e pleased to state for what further 
length of time the shipping brokers will be allowed to supply seamen, 
having regard to the appointment of the Bureau Officer? 


The Hon'ble Mr. «l. DONALD: (a) Yes. 

( h ) The member is referred to the answer given to another question 
put by him at this meeting. 

(r) Their functions are the same as hitherto. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) The member is referred to the answer given to another ques- 
tion put by him at this meeting. 

(/) Government are unable to make any statement on the jH>int. 


Indians in tha higher eervioes of Galoutta Port Trim. 

•LXVII. Bobu BORODA PR08AD DEY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state 
what schemes have been prepared, and what action has been triken, 
in order to increase the number of Indians in the higher grades of 
services in the Calcutta Port Trust, in pursuance of the recommenda- 
tions of the Council of State on the motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Sethna 
in January, 1922? 
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(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to ley on the table e 
statement abowing the number of Indiana, Europeans and Anglo- 
Indians working at present in each department of tbe Calcutta Port 
Trust drawing a salary of — 


(t) Rs. 2,001 and upwards; 
(it) Be. 1,601 to Be. 2,000 ; 
(in) Bs. 1,001 to Ra. 1,600; 

(iv) Bs. 601 to Rs. 1,000; and 

(v) R». 300 to Rs. 500? 


( c ) Will tbe Hon’ble Member be pleased to state separately under 
each of tbe classes mentioned in (b) tbe number of Indians before and 
after tbe adoption of tbe Hon’ble Mr. Sethna’s resolution mentioned 
in (a)? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 4 . DONALD: (a) Since January, 1922, the Port 
Commissioners have prepared and brought into existence schemes for 
the entertainment and training of Indians as Engineers and Traffic 
Officers and have in addition promoted an Indian as Assistant Secretary. 

( b ) The figures are : — 

(i) 9; 

<«) 9 ; 

(tii) 60 ; 

(ir) 129 ; and 
<r) 148. 

(c) The figures are: — 

(i) Before January 1922, nil; after January 1922, nil. 

(«) Before January 1922, nil; after January 1922, nil. 

(in) Before January 1922, nil; after January 1922, nil. 

(iv) Before January 1922, 3; after January 1922, 6. 

(r) Before January 1922, 11 ; after January 1922, 33. 

Rabtl 10R0DA PROMO DEY : My question was to show the num- 
ber of Indians, Europeans aud Anglo-Indians. Nothing has been given 
in the reply. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please put your supplementary question in tbe 
proper form. 

B«bv SORODA PROS AD DEY: Will tbe Government supply inform- 
ation as requested showing 



Mr. PRESIDENT! That ie again mere a request for action. 

Bibtl BORODA PROSAD DEY: Will the Government supply the 
number of Indians, Europeans and Anglo-Indians 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is again a request for action; I would 
request you to put your question into proper form first and then send 
notice. 

AoedemioeJ qualifications of Engineers under the Calcutta Pert Trust. 

aX VI II. Babu BORODA PROSAD DEY: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the academical qualifications of all the 
Engineers at present in the service of the Port Commissioners, includ- 
ing the King George’s Dock Construction Works? 

Th# Hon’ble Mr. <1. DONALD: A statement is laid on the table 
in respect of those Engineers with the appointment of whom Govern- 
ment is concerned, namely, those whose pay amounts to Its. 1,000 or 
more. 


State wait referred to in the reply to xt aired (/next ion Xo. LXVI1L 

Mr. J. M (Glasha n, m. inst. c.k., Mr. J. It. Itowlev, m. inst. c.e., 
Mr. W. C. Ash, a. sc., m. inst. c.e., a.m. inst. m.e., Mr. J. W. 
Shaw, h. a. m. INST. c.e. , Mr. G. E. Bennett, m.sc., 

a.m. inst. c.e., Mr. A. M. Ward, a.m. inst. c.k., a.m. inst. 
m.e,, Mr. W. T. Wheeler, n.sc., Mr. M. II. King, n.sc., a.m. 
inst. c.k. » Mr. .1. 1). Pearson, a. a., b.e., m. inst. c.e., m.i.e. 
(India), Mr. N. R. Stratford, Mr. J. Laird, a.m. inst. c.e., 
Mi. N. Smith, a.m. inst. c.e., Mr. R. F. Meff, a.m. inst. c.e., 
Mr. A. W. B. Pullister, a.m. inst. c.e., a.c.g.i., d.j.c., 
Mr. A. Webster, a.m. inst. c.k., Mr. W. Fitz Henry, a.m. inst. 
c.k., Mr. F. Hodgkins, i.s.e. (Imperial Service), Mr. R. 
Kirkby, a.m. i. mkch. k., Mr. L. Desbruslais, a.m.i.e.e., 
a.m.i.e.k. (India), Mi. N. MacLeod, m. inst. m.e., Mr. A. 
Camall, m. inst. m.k., Mr. A. 0. Day, a.m. inst. m.e., 
Mr. J. J. Andrews, 1st Clues B.O.T. 

Retrenchment in the services under the CelcutU Port Trust 

*LXIX» Betou BORODA PROSAD DEY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleaaed to state 
whether there he# been any retrenchment in the eerviee# under the 
Coxnminaioner* for the Port of Calcutta? 
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(6) If km many officials with high m lariat any how many of 
the derictl stall, peons and other menials hare been affected ? 

(c) Hoar many of the officers send clerks affected by retrenchment 
are— - 

(t) European; and 

(it) Indian? 

(d) Is it a fact that there have been case* of increment in the 
midst of retrenchment ? 

(e) If so, in what cases and why was increment allowed? 

The Hon’bfe Mr. 4 . OONALD: (a) Yes. 

(b) Assistant Harbour Masters, 4; Assistant Engineers, 2; Personal 
Assistants, 2; clerical staff, 83; outdoor staff, 4; peons, 30; other 
menials, 215. 

(r) Europeans, 5; Anglo-Indians, 3; Indians, 83. 

(d) There have been two cases of increased emoluments since the 
retrenchment was undertaken. 

(e) An officer on the establishment in India was given a personal 
allowance on spec ial and personal grounds. The pay of the Com mis* 
sioners London Agent was increased, partly on general grounds and 
partly in consideration of special work connected with the King 
George’s Dock. 

Expenditure on, and income from, quarters oonstruoted for high ofMala 
of Caloutta Port Trust at Portland Park. 

•LXX. Babu BORODA PROSAD DEYs Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state — 

(i) what expenditure has been incurred by the Calcutta Port Com- 
missioners in constructing quart era frr high officials at 
Portland Park; 

(li) what interest is annually paid for the money expended; and 

(Hi) what rents are recovered from the occupiers of these quarters ? 

The Hon’blc Mr. J. DONALD: (i) Rs. 14,67,144. 

<») Rs. 85,928. 

(iii) Rs. 51,516 approximately per annum. 

Bibu BORODA PROBAD DEY: How do the Port Commssioners 
propose to meet the deficit between the interest and the income? 

Tho Hon’M# Mr. 4* DONALD: The member might ascertain that 
by referring to the Port Trust. 
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+LXXI* Dr, 8IDHAN CHANDRA ROY l (a) Has the attention of 
4 he Hon’bie Member in charge of the Department of Education been 
drawn to a memorial addressed to the Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, Education Department, Registration Branch, by the eactra 
copyists attached to the office of the District Registrar of Assurances, 
Calcutta, stating— 

(i) that the pay of Rs. 30 which they get is too small for bare 

living in Calcutta; 

(ii) that they get no kind of leave on account of illness, although 

they perform the same work as the permanent copying 
staff; and 

(m) that their earnings compare unfavourably even with those 
of the extra copyists in the mufassnl, who are paid accord- 
ing to outturn of work? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
*tepn to give them adequate relief by - 

(?) increasing the rate of their pay; and 

(ii) allowing sick leave in case of illness? 


MEMBER in ohargo of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’blt Sir Abd-lir- Rahim): (a) (t), (ii) and (iii) Yes. 

(b) (?) A proposal to put the extra copyists in the Calcutta Registra- 
tion Office on a piece-rate and to fix the rate at Re. 1-4 per 3,000 words 
is now being considered by Government. 

(b) (ii) This does not arise. 


Potitiom addretood. to Mr. Clodding By dttonus. 

*LXXII. Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROYt Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(t) luw many petitions were addressed to Mr. Gladding from the 
political detenus of Midnapore and Alipore Jails only for 
the last 3 months; 

(it) how many of them have been replied to; and 

(tit) how many of them have been intercepted by the Inspector- 
General of Prise ns, Bengal? 
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Sir liiigli (t), (it) and (it*) The number of petition* 

submitted % Government is considerable; an answer is always sent, 
unless the petition is frivolous or worded in improper language. 

Mr. KftJtAN SANKAR ROYS What is the answer to clause (taa) of 
my question? No answer has been given to it. 

Tl» Hon’ble Sir MUCH STEPHENSON: No petitions are intercept- 
ed by the Inspector-General of Prisons, except on the last ground. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think the answer is not quite relevant and I 
would advise the Government Members to see that answers are always 
relevant. The question is “ how many of them have been intercepted by 
the Inspector-General of Prisons, Bengal, ” and the reply ought to have 
been either so many or none, or that Government is not prepared to give 
any answer. 

Maulvi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state what was there in the petitions that were 
submitted by the detenus? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That does not arise out of this question. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
state whether then 1 was any allegation of ill-treatment in those petitions? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I want fresh notice of 
this. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: May 1 ask the Hon’ble Memlrer to state how 
many of these petitions were intercepted? 

Mr. PRESIDENT! Order, order! I have already drawn the atten- 
tion of the Hon’ble Member to that. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Will the Hon ble Member be pleased to 
state whether there was any allegation of illness in those petitions? 

The Hon*ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I am not quite sure; 
probably there was. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
state whether in those petitions there was any request for medical treat- 
ment? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid these supplementary question* do not 
properly arise out of the main question, and I cannot allow them 
further. 
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Jail atf ow an o aa avid rewards to Caw p ound a rt . 

•LXXIII. Babu IUDARBAN CHAKRAVORTY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the jail allowance of the Sub* 
Assistant Surgeon was raised in 1922 from Rs. 15 to Re. 50, but the 
compounders’ jail allowance of Rs. 5 has not been raised? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Sub-Assistant Surgeon gets a lump sum 
as reward for low mortality in jails, but that no such reward is given 
to the compounders ? 

(c) Is it a fact that no reward is given to the compounders for 
low mortality in jails P 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of increasing 
the jail allowances and of paying jail rewards to the compounders in 
the near future? 

MEMBER in eharga of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] (the 
Hon’blt Sir Hugh Stephenson): (a) The Sub-Assistant Surgeon’s allow- 
ance was raised in 1922 from Rs. 15 to rates varying from Rs. 25 to Rs. 50. 
The compounders’ allowance, which was fixed in 1915, was not raised in 
1922, but their pay, which was Rs. 15 rising to Rs. 20, in 1916, 
w r a» raised in 1919 and again last year. It is now Rs. 30 to Rs. 40. 

( b ) and (r) Rewards for specially good work during the year are 
given to Sub-Assistant Surgeons, but not to compounders. 

(d) No. . . - 

Touring by Mr. J. C. Frenoh, Collector of Bankura. 

•LXXIV. Bobu UME8 CHANDRA CHATTERJEE: (a) Will the 
Uoti'ble Member in charge of the Department of Revenue be pleased 
to state how many days iu each month were spent in touring by 
Mr. .1. C. French, Collector of Bankura, since his appointment at 
Rankura? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the nature of 
work done by the said Collector of Jiankura when he was on tpur? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member he pleased to state the amount of 
travelling allowance drawn by the said Collector of Bankura in each 
month since his appointment at Bankura? 

MEMBER in ©barge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [ FORESTS] 
(tbo Hon*bto Maharaja Kahauniah Chandra Ray Bahadur of Nadia): (<*) 
and (c) A statement showing the number of days spent on tour and the 
travelling allowance drawn by the Collector of Bankura is laid on the 
table. 
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(6) Boodli tile mail inspections of local offices and institutions, 
the Collector made tours in connection with schemes of irrigation and 
irrigation societies, and accompanied the Conservator of Forests on an 
extensive tour of the jungly area made by the latter at the request 
of Government. Some mouths ago, the Commissioner drew the atten- 
tion of the Collector to the apparent excess in touring, and the subject 
is now under the consideration of Government. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause s (a) and (c) of starred 
question Xo. LXXIY . 

MONTH, MMBKK of DAYS Sl'KNT ON TOCR AND TRAVELLING 
ALLOWANCE DRAWN. 

September, 1924—3; Eh. 197-2; October, 1924—9; Eh. 135; 
November, 1924 — 27; Eh. 252-1; Dec ember, 1924 — 9; Eh. 121-4; 
January, 1925—24; 1U. 339-12; February, 1925—24; its. 231-4; 
March, 1925—20; Its. 271-4; April, 1925—21; Eh. 247; 
May, 1925 — 10; Its. 100-4; June, 1925 — nil; nil; July, 1925— 
1; August, 1925 — 7; Eh. 02 foi both mouths; September, 
1925— Nil; nil. 

Correspondsnoe between an ex-Chairman of Vishnupur Municipality and 
Divisional Commissioner. 

*LXXV. Baby UMK8 CHANDRA CHATTERJECs Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment be pleased to state whether he is prepared to lay on the table the 
correspondence that passed between Babu Bholanath Bhattacharjee and 
Mr. Cook, the Commissioner of the Burdwau Division, on the subject 
of the former’s resignation of the office of Chairman of the Vishnupur 
Municipality in the district of Bankura? 

Tha Moulds Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: It is not usual to publish such correspondence and Govern- 
ment see no reason for departing from the rule in ibis case. 


•LXXVI. Bate KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY: (ci) Is the 
Hou'ble Member in charge of the Department of Public Works (Rau- 
ways) aware of the inconvenience c aused to all sorts of vehicular and 
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foot traffic on the Dobson and Grand Tmnk Roads in Howrah by th« 
frequent closing by the Railway authorities of the gates on the lines 
popularly called the Punjab lines? 

(b) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that these gates are sometimes 
kept closed for periods varying from 15 to 20 minutes at a stretch? 

,(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that during those periods the 
goods trains are kept shunting on the railway lines? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of moving the 
Railway authorities to take the necessary steps to minimise this griev- 
ance of a large section of the people of Howrah? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of suggesting 
to the Railway authorities that steps be taken to construct bridges over 
these places? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
[RAILWAYS] (the Hon’ble Mr. 4 . Donald); (a) All Railway level- 
crossings cause a certain amount of inconvenience. 

(b) No. 

(c) Trains occupy for certain very short periods of the day tracks 
astride the roads in question at these level -crossings. 

(d) The Railway Administration has always had in view the 
minimizing as far as possible of inconvenience to road traffic at these 
level-crossings. 

(e) No. 


Pay of Veterinary Assistants snd Inspectors. 

♦LXXVII. Babu TARAKNATH MUKERJEAl Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the total number of Veterinary Assistants and Inspectors in 
Bengal; 

(it) the present scale of pay of each class of officers; 

(in) when the scale of their pay was last revised; and 

(tv) whether any revision of their present scales of pev is under 
the consideration cf Government? 

MCMBiR in ohargt of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (tho Hon*blo Sir Hugh Btophcnson); (i) The total number 
of Veterinary Assistant Surgeons and Inspectors in Bengal is at present 
117 and 21, respectively. 

(ii) The present scale of pay of each class of officers is : — 

Inspectors, Rs. 100^0—176 per mensem. 

Veterinary Assistant Surgeons, Rs. 50—10/6 —100 per mensem. 
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(m) life scale of pay of Inspector* was last revised in 1916 and that 
of Veterinary Assistant Surgeons in 1919. 

<»*) As regards the revision of the pay of Inspector*, the member 
is referred to the answer to purt (y) of unstarred question No. 43, 
given at the meeting of the Council held on the 13th August, 1926. 

The question of the revision of the pay of Veterinary Assistant 
Surgeons is at present under consideration. 


Health of oartain ttttemn. 

•LXXVIII. Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER! Will the Hon’Mw 

Member in charge of the Political Deportment be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the present state of the health of the- 
following detenus, viz . : — 

(1) Srijut Satish Chandra Ckakravarti; 

(2) Srijut Jiban Lai Chatarji; 

(3) Srijut Sureadra Mohan Ghosh; 

(4) Srijut Subhas Chandra Bose; 

<5) Srijut Purna Chandra Das; 

<6) Srijut Jyotis Chandra Ghose; and 
(7) Srijut Naresh Chandra Chaudhuri 

detailing therein — 

(t) the illness, if any, which all or any of them hav© hee» 
suffering ; 

(»t) the mode of treatment resorted to in each case; 

(ni) their present condition of health; and 
(it) the loss of weight Huffered by any of them? 

T* HoiPWi Sir HUGH STEPHENSON! A statement is laid o» 
the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No, LX XV III. 

Name. — Naresh Chandra Dutta Chaudhuri. 

Recent illness, if any. — Appendicitis. 

Mode of treatment. — Operation. 

Present health according to last report received. — Satisfactory. 

VaUkf Ik. — A. 1--A : J 
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loot traffic on the Dobson and Grand Trunk Roads in Howrah by the 
frequent closing by the Railway authorities of the gates on the lines 
popularly called the Punjab lines? 

(b) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that these gates are sometimes 
kept closed for periods varying from 15 to 20 minutes at a stretch? 

m (c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that during those periods the 
goods trains are kept shunting on the railway lines? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of moving the 
Railway authorities to take the necessary steps to minimize this griev- 
ance of a large section of the people of Howrah ? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of suggesting 
to the Railway authorities that steps be taken to construct bridges over 
these places? 

MEMBER in ohargo of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
| RAILWAYS] (tho Hon’ble Mr. d. Donald): (a) All Railway level- 
crossings cause a certain amount of inconvenience. 

(b) No. 

(c) Trains occupy for certain very short periods of the day tracks 
astride the roads in question at these level-crossings. 

( d ) The Railway Administration has always had in view the 
minimizing as far as possible of inconvenience to road traffic at these 
level-crossings. 

(e) No. 


Pay of Veterinary Assistants and Inspectors. 

•LXXVII. BalHl TARAKNATH MUKERdEA: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the total number of Veterinary Assistants and Inspectors in 

Bengal ; 

(ii) the present scale of pay of each class of offioers; 

(in) when the scale of their pay was last revised ; and 

(iv) whether any revision of their present scales of pay is under 
the consideration ef Government? 

MBMBER in obargo of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (tho Hon’blt Sir Hugh ttapbonson): (t) The total number 
of Veterinary Assistant Surgeons and Inspectors in Bengal is at present 
J 17 and 21, respectively. 

(it) The present scale of pay of each class of officers is : — 

Inspectors, Rs. 100—5 — 175 per mensem. 

Veterinary Assistant Surgeons, Rs, 50—10/5—100 per mensem. 
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(m) T# Male of pay of Inspector* wa» lurt revised in 1916 and that 
of Veterinary Assistant Surgeons in 1919. 

(te) A« regards the revision of the pay of Inspectors, the toeiuher 
is referred to the answer to part (g) of unstarred question No. 43* 
given at the meeting of the Council held on the 13th August, J9&>. 

The question of the revision of the pay of Veterinary Assistant 
Surgeons is at present under consideration. 


Health of certain (tetanus. 

U.XXVIII. Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKERS Will the lWhte 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the present state of the health of the 
following detenus, viz . : — 

(1) Srijut Satish Chandra Chakra varti ; 

(2) Srijut Jiban Lai Chatarji; 

(3) Srijut Sureadra Mohan Ghosh; 

(4) Srijut Subhas Chandra Bose; 

(5) Srijut Purna Chandra Das; 

(6) Srijut Jyotis Chandra Ghose; and 

(7) Srijut Naresh Chandra Chaudhuri 

detailing therein — 

(t) the illness, if any, which all or any of them have hee» 
suffering ; 

(»t) the mode of treatment resorted to in each case; 
iiit) their present condition of health; and 
(iv) the loss of weight suffered by any of them? 

The Hofl’bl* Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: A statement is laid o» 
the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. LXX VUL 

Name. — Naresh Chandra Dutta Chaudhuri. 

Recent illness, if any. — Appendicitis. 

Mode of treatment. — Operation. 

Present health according to last report received. — Satisfactory. 
Weight in lbs. according to last report received.— 117 lbs. 
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Name.—Jyotish Chandra Ghosh. 

Recent illness, if any. — Mental depression. 

Mode of treatment. — Removal at his own request to a different 
place of detention. 

Present health according to last report received. — Improved. 
Weight in lbs. according to last report received. — 184 lbs. 

Name. — Surendra Mohan Ghosh. 

Recent illness, if any. — None. 

Present health according to last report received 

Weight in lbs. according to last report received 

Name. — Jiban Lai Ohatarji 
Recent illness, if any. — None. 

Present health according to last report received. — Satisfactory. 

Weight in lbs. according to last report received. — 107 lbs. 

Name. — Satish Chandra Chakra bartti. 

Recent illness, if any. — None. 

Present health according to last report received. — Satisfactory. 
Weight in lbs. according to last report received. — 120 lbs. 

Name. — Rubash Chandra Basil. 

Recent illness, if any. — See reply to Council question No. 21. 
Present health according to last report" received. — Satisfactory. 
Weight in lbs. according to last report received. — 161 lbs. 

Name. — Puma Chandra Das. 

Recent illness, if any. — See reply to Council question No. 85. 
Present health according to last report received. — Satisfactory. 
Weight in lbs. according to last report received. — 113 lbs. 

iabu NALINIRANJAN EARNER: As to Puma Chandra Das, was 
it due to his illness that he was suddenly transferred to Trichinopoly? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That does not arise out of this question. 

Mr. i» N. NALDAR: Regarding Naresh Chandra Dutta Chaudhuri, 
I want to know when it was discovered that he was suffering from appendi- 
citis and also whether an operation has been performed ; if so by whom and 
where? 


. — Satisfactory. 
. — 102 lbs. 
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Mr. raWOENTl These question* do not wise ont of the tti n 
question. 

Mr t. N. HALDAR: The answer is given “ appendicitis. " Might I 
not know when it was discovered? 


Hr t PRESIDENT: Please look at the main question, and then say if 
in connection with that question, this particular question ought to arise 
° r “ 0t k H ° W d ° * VOU ex P <H,t the Hon*ble Member to reply off-hand? If 
y° u know how and when the disease was discovered, they ought 

to have men put as separate questions. 

^ Mr. $*via HALDAR: May I draw your attention to the answer. Am 
I not justified in asking whether an operation has lieen performed or not, 
and if so, by whom? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not think so. Order, order! Next 
question. 


Unstirred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Officers in charge of Canton Reaoh and Entally thanaa. 

5$. Maulvi NAJMUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hoti’blc Member 
in charge of the Police Department lie pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that there is no sanction of an Inspector in the Garden Reach 
thana and that an Inspector is doing the work of a Sub-Inspector 
there P 

(b) Is it a fact that an Inspector has been working as the Officer 
in charge of the Entally thana? 

(c) Is it a fact that there is no sanction of an Inspector for the 
Entally thana and that an Inspector is doing the work of a Hub- 
Inspector there? 

Mg MBER in ohargi of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the HovPblo Sir 
Hugh ifophsnsoil): (<i) There is a fixed number of Inspectors sanctioned 
in Calcutta. These sanctioned officers are assigned to certain posts, but 
are actually employed in posts whic h are for the time being considered 
most important. The Garden Reach thana is not one of the posts *o 
which an Inspector is assigned. 

(6) and (c) Yes. 


16 
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Numb* of Muhammadan* in the Registration Offices of Howrah* 


50. Mtulvi ZANNOOR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Education (ltegistration) be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing: — 

(t) the number of clerks in the registration offices of the district 
of Howrah ; 

(it) how many of them are Muhammadans; 

(tit) the number of appointments made in those offices during the 
last three years; and 

(tit) how many of them have been given to Hie Muhammadans? 

Thi Hon’bl* Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM 1 (/) There are 27 assistants 
(10 clerks and 17 muharrirs) in the Howrah district. 

(ft) Of the ten clerks none is Muhammadan; of the 17 muharrirs 
only two are Muhammadans. 

(Hi) Only three appointments were made in the registration offices 
of that district during the last three years. 

( iv ) Of those appointments two were filled up 1*\ Hindu surplus 
officers and only one appointment was filled up by a Muhammadan. 


Allegsd enjoyment of privileges reserved for depressed classes by 
other communities. 

50. Babu CHARU CHANDRA DAS: (a) U the HoiTble Member 
in charge of the Department of Education aware that some members 
of certain communities, who do not admit that they belong to the 
depressed classes, are enjoying the benefits of the special educational 
grants and other concessions regarding public services made by the 
Government for the depressed class? 

(b) What steps are the Government taking in this matter? 

Thi Hon’bl* Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) ami {b) Government have 
no information, but the Director of Public Instruction will be glad 
to investigate any case which may 1 m* brought to his notice. 


Government subsidised hostel* for depressed dess students. 

ffl. Babtf OHARU CHANDRA DAB: (<>) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Education l>e pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that iu thi boarding-house for depressed class students in 
Calcutta subsidised by the Government no student other than those 
of the Namaaudra class is admitted? 
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(b) If Ok* answer to (*) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether that boarding-house is meant 
exclusively for the Namasudra class? 

(c) If so, what steps are the Government taking to make necessary 
boarding arrangements for other sections of the depressed classes? 


Th« Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) and (b) There are two 
hostels, subsidised by Government, for the students of the depressed 
classes under the Calcutta University — one for the Naniasudms and the 
other for the Tugis. 

(c) Government propose to make an inquiry of the University as to 
whether the two existing hostels could not be thrown open to the 
students of other sections of depressed classes. 


Platform, waiting-room and lavatory arrangements at Salar on the 
East Indian Railway. 

62. Maulvi ABDUL CAFUR. (n) Is the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Department of Public Works aware that there is no platform 
at the Salar station on the Handel-Uurhurwu line of the East Indian 
Railway ? 

(b) Is it u fact that inconvenience is caused thereby to the sick, to 
females, specially Muhummadan partfanashm ladies, and to children in 
ascending and descending from the train? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that there is no waiting-room at 
the Salar station for female passengers? 

( d ) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that they have to remain exposed 
to the inclemency of the weather during the rains and the winter 
season? 

(e) Is it also a fact that there is no lavatory arrangement at the 
said station, either for males or females? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing 
the attention of the Railway authorities to these matters? 

Tbi HOft’bla Mr. J« DONALD: (a) to if) These are matters for the 
discussion of which Railway Advisory Committees were formed, and 
the member is advised to approach the Advisory Committee of the 
East Indian Railway. 

16a 
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$3, Baby KHACENDRA NATH CANCULY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
state whether he is aware of a scheme by the Bengal-Nagpur Railway 
Company to start a new line with the nomenclature “ Howrah-Vishnu- 
pur Railway ” from Santragachi to Vishnupur via Arambagh? 

( b ) If so, at what stage is the scheme pending? 


The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) Yes. 

( b ) The Railway Board have decided to defer further considera- 
tion of the project for a few years. 


Nominated Muhammadan members on the Pabna District Board and 
Rajshahi Municipality. 

64. Haji LAL MAHAMMED: (a) U the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Ijocnl Self-Government aware that from 
the lists of nominated members of the District Board of Pabna and 
the municipality of Rajshahi it can be seen that only one Muham- 
madan has been nominated to each of these local bodies? 

(6) What is the principle of nomination? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: (a) The answer is in the affirmative so far as the municipality 
of Rajshahi is concerned. 

Of the 24 members of the Pahnu District Board 9 were elected by 
the Serajganj Local Board, 7 were appointed by the Divisional Com- 
missioner under section 10 of the Ijoeal Self-Government Act, the Palma 
Kadar Ijoeal Board having failed to elec-t its representatives, and the 
rest were appointed under section 7. It appears from the list of 
members published by the Commissioner, that of the 15 appointed 
members 4 are Muhammadans, excluding the District Inspector of 
Schools, who has been api>ointed cj-oficio. 

(6) The principles that are followed in making these appointments 
are stated in Government circular No. 2 T. — M., dated the 2nd August, 
1912, a copy of which laid on the table in reply to a question asked 
by Maulvi Abul Kasem at the meeting of the Legislative Council held 
on the 7th August, 1916. 
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65. Bata MAHENDRA HATH MAITY: <e) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation aware that the 
Pratapkhali khal in par garni Mnhisadal, subdivision Tamluk, district 
Midnapore, which falls into the river Rupnaravan, has been converted 
by sluices at its mouth at Naranpore into and declared a drainage khal 
for discharging surplus water of the neighbouring villages Y 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the people of the neighbour- 
hood used to take tide water from the Rupnnruyan by this khal in 
seasons of scarcity of rain water for the purpose of irrigating their 
paddy lands P 

(r) Is the ITon’ble Member aware that the people of the neighbour- 
ing villages are not allowed to take water from the Uupnarayan even 
when there is an apprehension of droughty 

(<l) Has the II on’ble Member considered the fact that the entire 
(Tops of the area, covering many square miles, might 1 m* totally 
destroyed for want of drainage P 

(r) Will the Ilon’lde Memlsu 1 m» pleased to state whether the Gov- 
ernment are eonsideiing the desirability of— 

(0 incjuiring into the matter; 

(n) of taking steps to remedy the grievance of the people, so that 
they mav take water from the Rupnnrayan, when neces- 
sary, under projM»r supervision of the Government P 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (tho 
Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur of Nadia) s («) Yes. 

(h) Yes, some years ago. 

(c) and ((f) Yes. 

(c) (i) The facts of the ease are known to Government. 

(ii) If the sluice is used for irrigation, the khal will be silted up, 
as proved by an exjieriment made some years ago; the remedy is to 
supply another sluice for irrigation. 


Chandna River in Faridpur. 

66, Mr. 6Y1D M. MA6IH: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of tbe Department of Irrigation be pleased to state whether any scheme 
was ever prepared and survey made of the river Chandna, in the 
Goaluudo subdivision of tbe Faridpur district, for dredging it at different 
points, particularly at its junction with the river PadmaP 
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•3. Babu KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
state whether he is aware of a scheme by the Bengal-Nagpur Railway 
Company to start a new line with the nomenclature “ Howrah-Yishnu- 
pur Railway ” from Nantragaohi to Vishnupur via Arambagh? 

(/>) If so, at what stage is the scheme pending? 


The Hon’ble Mr. «l. DONALD: (a) Yes. 

(b) The Railway Hoard have decided to defer further considera- 
tion of the project for a few years. 


Nominated Muhammadan members on the Pabna District Board and 
Rajshahi Municipality. 

64. Haji LAL MAHAMMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware that from 
the lists of nominated members of the District Hoard of Pabna and 
the municipality of Rajshahi it can bo seen that only one Muham- 
madan has Won nominated It) each of these local bodies? 

(b) Whut is the principle of nomination? 

Tha Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: (a) The answer is in the affirmative so far as the municipality 
of Rajshahi is concerned. 

Of the 24 members of the Pabna District Board 9 were elected by 
the Serajganj laical Board, 7 were appointed by the Divisional Com- 
missioner under section 10 of the laical Self-Government Act, the Pabna 
Sadar laical Board having failed to elect its representatives, and the 
rest were appointed under section 7. It appears from the list of 
members published by the Commissioner, that of the 15 appointed 
members 4 are Muhammadans, excluding the District Inspector of 
Schools, who has been appointed rjr-ojficio. 

(b) The principles that are followed in making these appointments 
are stated in Government circular No. 2 T. — M. r dated the 2nd August, 
1912, a copy of which wns laid on the table in reply to a question asked 
by Maulvi Abul Kasem at the meeting of the Legislative Council held 
on the 7th August, 1916. 
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PratapIcMi Drain*** KM. 

MAHENDRA NATH MAITY: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation aware that the 
Pratapkhali khal in pargana Mnhisadal, subdivision Tamluk, district 
Midnapore, which falls into the river Rupnarayan, has been converted 
by sluices at its mouth at ^aranpore into and declared a draiuage khal 
for discharging surplus water of the neighbouring villages? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the people of the neighbour- 
hood used to take tide water from the Rupnarayan by this khal in 
seasons of scarcity of min abater for the purpose of irrigating their 
paddy lands? 

(c) Is the Ilon’ble Member aware that the |**ople of the neighbour- 
ing villages are not allowed to take water from the Rupnarayan even 
when there is an apprehension of drought ? 

(tl) lias the Hun’ble Member considered the fact that the entire 
crops of the area, covering main square miles, might 1 h* totally 
destroyed for want of dm inage ? 

(e) Will the Hon’hle Memlx»r lx* pleased to state whether the Gov- 
ernment are considering the desirability of - 

(i) inquiring into the matter; 

(n) of taking steps to remedy the grievance of the people, so that 
they may take water from the Rupnarayan, when neces- 
sary, under prnfier supervision of the Government? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (tha 
Hon’Wo Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur or Nadia): (a) Yen. 

(b) Yes, some years ago. 

(c) and {(f) Yes. 

(c) (i) The facts of the case are known to Government. 

00 If the sluice is used for irrigation, the khal will he silted up, 
as proved by an exj>erimeiit made some years ago; the remedy is to 
supply another sluice for irrigation. 


Chandna River in Faridpur. 

N» Mr* EYED Me MASIHs (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state whether any scheme 
was ever prepared and survey made of the river Chandna, in the 
Goahwdo subdivision of the Faridpur district, for dredging it at different 
points, particularly at its junction with the river Padma? 
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(b) If bo, why was the project dropped? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that the river is gradually silting 
up? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that this river is the only source 
of water-supply and drainage for the inhabitants of the villages in its 
neighbourhood ? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of reclaiming 
the river in the manner best suited for the purpose? 

Tht Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
Of Nadias (a) No scheme appears to have been prepared. 

(/>) Does not arise. 

(c) The river appears to have deteriorated during the last century. 

(d) Yes. 

<*) No. 


Ohange in the nomination of a Commissioner of the Champdani 
Municipality. 

67. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI : (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that one Maulvi Abdul Wahed was recom- 
mended for nomination as a Commissioner of t lie Chumpdani Munici- 
pality vice Mr. Lorrimer, resigned? 

(h) W*as any notification issued appointing him to the office? 

(r) If so, what is the number and date of the notification? 

(d) Was this notification sent to the Commissioner of the Division 
and to the Government press for publication ? 

(e) Why and how was the issue of this notification from the Com- 
missioner’s office to the Magistrate and the Chairman stopped? 

(/) Why and how was the publication in the Gazette stopped? 

(^) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that a mill sardar was appointed 
soon after and that Maulvi Abdul Wahed’s nomination was cancelled? 

(h) Was all this done with the knowledge and approval of the 
Hon’ble Member ? 

\i) Will tbe Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on tbe table all 
papers in ibis connection? 
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Tut HmM Maharaja KSHAUHISH CHANDRA RAT Rah ad m 
af Nadia: («* Yes. 

(6) and (c) There was a draft notification, No. 32M., dated the 
6th January, 1925. It was not published in the Gaxette. 

(d) Yes. Before publication jt was cancelled. 

(e) As the notification was cancelled, its issue to the Magistrate 
and Chairman was stopped. 

(/) The publication in the Cassette was stopped by the issue of an 
order. Government, on further consideration, considered it advisable 
to change the nomination they had proposed to make. 

(fj) and ( h ) Yes. 

(i) The correspondence relating to nominations to local bodies is 
confidential and cannot Ik* laid on the table. 


Chairman, Champdani Municipality. 

68. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI : (a) Will the Hon hie Member 

in charge of the Depai truent of Local Sclf-t tovernmcnt he pleased to 
state on what ground the unanimous election of Bnbu K annul Ilandhah 
Mukherji in August last as Chairman of the Champdani Municipality 
was set aside bv the Commissioner of the Burdwan Division ? 

(b) Will the H oii’ble MeiulsM be pleased to state on what grounds 
Mr. White, the present Chairman of the Champdani Municipality, now 
in Europe, and whose maximum lea\e of aKsence for three months has 
already expired, is still allowed to continue his Chairmanship Y 

(c) Is it a fact that Mr. Downie, the Acting Chairman of the afore- 
said Municipality, convened a meeting on the 21st August, 1926, the 
last date of his term of office, to eleH a new Chairman, fixing the 
29th August, 1925, as tin* dutch 

(d) What was the result of this meeting? 

The Hon’blt Maharaja K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY lahadtir 
Of Nadia: (<i) The grounds are stated in the following order issued by 
the Commissioner of the Burdwan Division under section (ft of the 
Bengal Municipal Act : — 

“ Government were also advised by their law officer that the election 
of Babu K. B, Mukherji on the 29th August, 1925, as Chairman of the 
Champdani Municipality, was illegal. The office of Chairman did not 
become antomatically vacant when Mr. White exceeded the period of 
his leave and the fact that Mr. White did not rejoin his post by the 
22nd August did not justify the election of Babu K. B. Mukherji on 
the 29th August 1925. M 



QlfE8TI0S8. 


m 


{9ih fin). 


( b ) The Chairman of a municipality does not automatically vacate his 
his office by overstaying the three months’ leave which is permissible 
under section 26B of the Bengal Municipal Act. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The result is stated in the Commissioner’s order referred to 
in the reply to (a) above. 


Muhammadan Jailors. 

69. Maulvi ZANNOOR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of Jailors in Bengal ; and 

(ii) how many of them are Muhammadans? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: ( /) Twenty-six. 

( 1 1 ) One. 


Legal praotitionen engaged on Government cases in Howrah. 

70. Maulvi ZANNOOR AHMED: (a) Will the IWhle Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the last years, the names of the pleaders other 
than the Government pleader and Public Prosecutors who have been 
engaged by the Government for conducting civil and criminal cases in 
the district of Howrah. 

(h) Is it a fact that most of these cases were conducted by a parti- 
cular pleader of the Bar? 

(r) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Memlier be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the date of join- 
ing of that particular pleader at the Howrah Bar? 

(«*) Is it a fact that the Howrah Bar passed a resolution requesting 
the District Magistrate for introducing a panel system in the district 
as is prevalent in the district of the 24-Pargauos? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken by 
the Government on that resolution? 

(y) If no action has been taken on that resolution, will the Hon’hle 
Member be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 



otrasTiom 


m 


(h) Hi# the attention of the Hon’ble Member been drawn to the 
recommendation of the Betrenohment Committee regarding the con- 
duct of undefended and small Sessions noses by the junior members of 
the Bar? 

(«) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken by 
Government on those recommendations? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the HofiWe tir 
Abd-ur-Rahint): The names of such legal practitioners who were en- 

gaged by Government during the period 192-1 to 192o are as follows: — 

1923. — Mr. Nunandu Sen, counsel; Rabun Probodh Gopal Muklmrji, 
Bumani Mohan Mukharji, Tripura ('ll, Uov, Girija Bliusan 
Muklmrji, Bhupendra Nath Bose and Krishta Dhnn Sinha. 

1924. — Balms Probodh Gopal Mukharji. BhujHMidrn Nath Bose, 
Girija Bhusan Mukhaiji, Tripura Ch. Boy, Probhns (’handra 
Mullik and Krishta Dhan Sinha. 

1923. — Babus Prohodh Gopal Mukharji, Tripura (’Imran Bov and 
Pioldms (’lmiidra Mullik. 

The list includes the names id some who merely assisted in the 
conduct of oases. 

( h) No. 

(r) and (*/) The question does tiot arise. 

(e) A resolution was passed at a meeting of the members of the 
Howrah Criminal Court Bar Library only. It recommended that ,4 to 
encourage the mem hers of the Bar ” a panel of pleaders might he 
formed to receive Government briefs by mtation. 

if) None. 

(if) (/) The number of cases in Howrah is not generally beyond 
the capacity of the Government pleader. 

(it) Distribution of briefs bv rotation may often be incompatible 
with adequate conduct of the case. 

(h) Yes. 

(i) Endeavours are being made in the bigger districts to engage 
junior pleaders in smaller cases suitable to their ability and experience. 

Maulvi KADER BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
state in reply to answer (a) why no Muhammadan pleader was given any 
brief at the Howrah Bar? 


Tht Hovt’M# tir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I want fresh notice of thia. 



m QUESTIONS. [ 9 th Dm. 

Queftioft of oponing a pleaders' survey class at Mainamati. 


71. Babu AKHIL CHANDRA OATTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Judicial Department he pleased to state 
whether it is in the contemplation of tin* Government to open a Pleaders’ 
Survey Training Glass at Mainamati (Tippera) in 1926? 

(b) Has the attention of the Hon’ hie Member been drawn to the 
fact that pleaders not only of the Uhittagong Division, but also of other 
neighbouring districts, e.y., Sylhet, Myinensingh, Harisal and Faridpur 
are likely to join the class at Mainamati? 

(c) Has the attention of tin* llon’hh* Member been drawn in this 
connection to the fact that the Mainamati Suney School is the liest 
equipped and the only major institution foi training in survey in 
Bengal? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of opening a 
class at Mainamati, subject to the <omlition ot the minimum number of 
8 candidates prescribed in Government uohtimi ion on the .subject, dated 
14t.h October, 1925, and published in tin* Calcutta Gazette of 
November f», 1925? 

The Hon'ble 8ir ABD*UR*RAHtM ! {</) and (A) The answer is in 
the negative. 

(c) The (|Uestion does not ansc 

( d ) No such proposal inis readied t tovei nineii t 


11 Vakalatnama " or « Agentnama " in filing certificate cases. 

72. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: („) With reference to the 
reply to question No. 95 (tinstnrrrdU asked on the 19th August last, 
will the Hon’ble Memhet in charge of the Department of Revenue 
now lie pleased to state whether in any district of Bengal vakalatnama 
or agentnama is necessary when filing a certificate case under section 7 
of the Bengal Public Demands Hccoveiv Act, 1916 (Bengal Vet III 
of 1913) ? 

(b) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’hle 
Member lie pleased to state the names of those districts? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the filing of such vakalatnama 
or agentnama causes hardship to the ceitificatc debtors? 

(d) Is the Ilou’hle Memlicr aware* that the Collector of Tippera has 
discontinued this process and that the certificate cases of that district 
are being dealt with smoothly? 

(*) Are the Government considering the desirability of discontinuing 
this practice in other districts also? 
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MEMBER la ohtrgt of DEPARTMENT tf REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’bla Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur 
at Nadia) t (a) to (e) The matter is still under inquiry. 

Appointment of Anglo-Indians and Indian Christians to Provincial 
Judicial Service. 

18. Mr. F. E. JAMES. Will the lion’ hie Member in charge of the 
Judicial Department In* pleased to lay on the table a statement showing 
for the past five years the numtar of appointments given to («) Anglo- 
Indians, and (b) Indian Christians, in the Provincial Judicial Service? 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM* No Anglo-Indians or Indian 
Christians were apjH>inted to the Bengal Civil Servin' (Judicial) during 
the past five years. 


Establishment of a Medical School at Barhampora. 

74. Maharaj Kumar SRIS CHANDRA NANDY: (<i) Will the 
Hon ’hie Mcmbci in cliaigc of the Department of Local Self -Govern- 
ment Ik* pleased to speeiiy the schemes under the consideration of the 
Government fin t lie establishment «f a medical school at. lie rhnm (tore P 

(b) Have tlu* Govci nment definitely derided to make over a portion 
of tin* building LumerK used as the mental asylum H 

(c) Is the public subscription, already meived or promised, sufli- 
cient for mutating the scheme? 

(d) Have the Government decided as to the amount of their shares 
of contribution for its initial outlay and recurring charges? 

(c) Is then* any |K)ssihility ol starting tlu* school in 192G? 

Tho Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
Of Nadia: (a) The Beihnmjmre Medical School Committee have 
obtained promises of local contributions amounting to R«, 1,fk r ),000, of 
which Its. 40, 000 has been paid. 

The hospital has been expanded so as to contain 100 beds. Govern- 
ment have been asked to make the old buildings of the Be rh am pore 
Mental Hospital available for the school. 

(6) No decision has yet been arrived at. At the moment Govern- 
ment’s programme is limited to two new schools and they have made 
offers to the local committees at Chittagong and Jalpaiguri for establish- 
ing medical schools in those towns. 



QJJMTIOM; 


m 


[Qtb D*c t 


(c) The subscriptions would meet the capital cost pi the scheme— 
not the recurring charges. 

(d) Government have as yet made no definite offer to the local 
committee at Berhampore. 

(e) Government are not in a position at present to make any 
definite statement on the subject. 


Settlement of temporary-settled estates. 

75. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadurs 

(a) Will the lion ’bit* Member in charge of the Department of Revenue 
be pleased to state the names of districts in which settlement opera- 
tions of tern ]H>rary-set tied estates are at present going on in Bengal? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the settle- 
ment operation in each district is being conducted in conformity with 
the Revenue policy of the Government of India, adopted by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, which lays down that “ progressive moderation is the 
key-note of the jHilicy of Government, and that the standard of 50 per 
cent, of the assets is one which is almost uniformly observed in 
practice " (ride Land Revenue policy of Indian Government, pages d8, 
61, 02, edition of 1020, and Bengal Suivev and Settlement Manual, 
1017, page 115)? 

Ths Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadias (a) T he more important operations are in Bakarganj, Chitta- 
gong, Rajshahi, Malda, Khulna, 24-Parguna.s, Biibhum and 
Murshidabud. 

(h) The passage quoted in the question is a summary projKwition 
for the whole of India and must }>e read subject to the qualifications 
stated in the account which leads up to the summary. As stated in 
the book, it is impossible to apply any one criterion to all parts or 
classes in one province, much more so to the whole of India. The 
law under which these settlements are made in Bengal will be found 
in Regulation VII of 1822 and Act IX of 1847, and the rules in 
Part III, Chapter ITT of the Survey and Settlement Manual. 

Ray of Sub-Registrars. 

70. Babu HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Education (Registration) be 
pleased to state whether the Government are prepared to consider the 
grievances of the Sub-Registrars as set forth in the memorial submitted 
by the members of the Registration Service Association in July, 1925? 

(h) la it a fact that the Government promised to grant something 
substantial to the Sub-Registrars? 
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(c) I* Hem fact that the pay of the Sub- Registrar* was revised in 
1922, last of every Department, and with restrictions, for which many 
senior officers received no increment whatsoever? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Registration fees have been doubled and 
the income of the Department is estimated to increase by R». 20,00,000? 

( f ) Are the Government considering the desirability of allotting a 
portion of the increased sum annually for the erection of office build- 
ings and quarters for the Sub-Registrars? 

(/) Is it a fact that a small number of officers of this Department 
were given better and higher appointments in the Executive Depart- 
ment ? 

(//) Did those upiHMnlments prove unsuccessful? 

(h) If not, why has the practice been stopped? 

The Hoii’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: M The question is under the 
consideiation of Government. 

(b) In answer to starred question XXX {() of the 10th March, 1922, 
the Dou ble Minister (Sir P. (\ Mitter) said, that subject to financial 
conditions he would <lo all in his jwwer to improve the pay and prospect* 
of the Registration Depart incut. 

(<•) The pay of the Suit-Registrars was revised with effect from the 
1st Decemlter, 1922, under Government n»solution No. 44 Mis., dated 
the 2nd January, 192J. A time-scale pay of Rs. SO 0 140 (> 200 

10 250, with special incremental charge allowance of Its. 75 5 100 

for Sadar Nub-Registrars was introduced. This, however, was subject 
to the restriction that the inn ease would not he more than (i) 40 [ter 
cent in the case* of those who were drawing a pay of not more than 
Rs. 100 on that date: (//) JO jmt cent, in the case of those who wore 
drawing a pay from Rs. 101 to Rs. 200; and (trr) 20 per cent, in the 
ease of those drawing a pay of more than Its. 200. With the excep- 
tion of three officers, who were departmental Registrars and were enjoy- 
ing the maximum pay, all officers got an increase in pay. 

(//) The Registration fees have Wen doubled in cases where the 
value of the piojreity exceeds Rs. 250. It is expected that the income 
of the Registration Department may increase by 10 lakhs during the 
current year. 

(e) No such proposal is under the consideration of Government at 
present. 

(/) and (//) A very limited number of officers have been appointed 
to the Executive Services and some of them are still serving, and are 
easily identifiable. Government are not, therefore, prepared to 
comment on their abilities in reply to the member's question. 

( h ) It was decided in 1915 that members of the Registration Depart- 
ment were not eligible for promotion to the Provincial and Subordinate 
Executive Services. 
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(c) The tubtcriptions would meet the capital cost of the scheme — 
not the recurring charge*. 

(d) Government have as yet made no definite offer to the local 
committee at Berhampore. 

(e) Government are not in a position at present to make any 
definite statement on the subject. 

Settlement of temporary-settled estates. 

75. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadurs 

(a) Will the llon’blo Member in charge ot the Department of Revenue 
be pleased to state the names of districts in which settlement opera* 
tions of temporary-settled estates are at present going on in Bengal? 

(It) Will the llon’ble Mein tier 1 h» pleased to Ntate whether the settle- 
ment operation in each district is being conducted in conformity with 
the Revenue policy of the Government of India, adopted by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, which lays down that “ pmgiessivc moderation is the 
key-note of the jail icy of Government, and that the standard of 50 per 
cent, of the assets is one which is almost uniformly observed in 
practice '* (vide Land Revenue policy of Indian Government, pages 88, 
(jf, <»2, edition of 1020, and Bengal Survey and Settlement Manual, 
1017, page 116)? 

Ths Hon’bls Maharaja KBHAUNIBH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: (n) The more important operations ure in Bakarganj, Chitta- 
gong, Rajshahi, Malda, Khulna, 24-Pargnnas, Biibhum and 
Murshidalmd. 

(h) The passage quoted in the question is a summary proposition 
for the whole of India and must la* read subject to the qualifications 
stated in the account which leads up to the summary. As stated in 
the book, it is im|M>ssible to apply any one criterion to all parts or 
classes in one province, much more so to the whole of India. The 
law under which these settlements are made in Bengal will be found 
in Regulation VII of 1822 and Act IX of 1847, and the rules in 
Part III, Chapter III of the Survey and Settlement Maiiuul. 

Pay of Bub-Registrars. 

76. BabU HEMANTA KUMAR BARKAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member iu charge of the Department of Education (Registration) be 
pleased to state whether the Government are prepared to consider the 
grievances of the Sub-Registrars as set forth in the memorial submitted 
by the members of the Registration Service Association in July, 1925? 

(b) It it a fact that the Government promised to grant something 
substantial to the Sub-Registrars? 
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(c) la i* fact that the pay of the Sub- Registrar* was revised in 
1922, last <rf every Department, and with restrictions, for which many 
senior officers received no increment whatsoever? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Registration fees have been doubled and 
the income of the Department is estimated to increase by Its. 20,00,000? 

(e) Are tile Government considering the desirability of allotting a 
portion of the increased sum annually for the erection of office build- 
ings and quarters for the Nub-Registrars? 

(/) Is it a fact that a small number of officers of this Department 
were given better ami higher npjiomt merits in the Executive Depart- 
ment ? 

(y) Did those appointments prove unsuccessful? 

(/<) If not, why has the practice boon stopped? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: in) The question is under the 
consideration of (Government. 

(b) In answer to starred question XXX <r) of the 101 h March, 1922, 
the Ilon’hlc Minister (Sir 1\ (\ Mitter) said, that subject to financial 
conditions he would do all in his power to improve the pay and prospect* 
of the Registration Department. 

(<*) The pay of the Sub-Registrar* was revised with effect from the 
1st December, 1922, under Government resolution No. 44 Mis., dated 
the 2nd January, 1929. A time-scale pay of IN SO (> 140 (J 200 

10 250, with special incremental charge allowance of Its. 75 5 100 

for Sadar Sub-Registrars, was introduced. This, however, was subject 
to the restriction that the increase would not l>e more than (i) 40 |>er 
cent in the case of those who were drawing a pay of not more than 
Rs. 100 on that date; (u) 90 per cent, in the case of those who were 
drawing a pay from IN. 101 to IN. 2fH>; and (in) 20 per cent, in the 
case of those drawing a p»\ ot more than IN. 200. With the excep- 
tion of three officers, who were departmental Registrars and were enjoy- 
ing the maximum pay, all officers got ati increase in pay. 

(d) The Registration fees have been doubled in case* where the 
value of the property exceed* IN. 250. It is exjieoted that the income 
of the Registration Department may increase by 10 lakhs during the 
current year. 

(c) Xo such proposal is under the consideration of Govern merit at 
present. 

(f) and (//) A very limited unrulier of officers have been appointed 
to the Executive Services and some of them are still serving, and are 
easily identifiable. Government are not, therefore, prepared to 
comment on their abilities in reply to the member’s question. 

(ft) It w«* denuded in 1915 that members of the Registration Depart- 
ment were not eligible for promotion to the Provincial and Subordinate 
Executive Services. 
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Appointment of Angfo-lndiam and Indian Chriafiant in the 
Pofioa Samoa. 

77. Mr. F. E. JAMES: Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the Police Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing for the past five years the number of appointments given to 
(*i) Anglo-Indians, and (b) Indian Christians in the Police Service? 

TIM Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: A statement is laid on 
the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 77, showing the 
number of appointments given to (a) Anglo-Indians , and (b) Indian 
Christians in the Police Service during the past five years. 



Bengal Police. 

Calcutta Police. 

Deri gnation. 

Anglo- 

Indians. 

1 

Indian j 
Christians. 1 

i 

Anglo - 
Indi&nM. 

Indian 

Christians. 

Deputy Superintendents or 
Assistant Commissioners. 

1+ 

Nil 

: 

n 

Nil 

Inspectors 

3 

Nil 

4 

Nil. 

Sergeants 

12 

Nil 

128 

Nil. 

Sub-Inspectors 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 

Total 

16 

1 

133 

1 


* Deputy Superintendent. f Assistant Commissioner. 


Non-official Business. 

Non-official Members* Bills. 

The adjourned debate on the Bengal lineal Self-Government (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1925, was then resumed. 

Maulvi SAYEDUL HOQUE: Every passing of the hour leaves on 
the heart such feelings of doubt and discontent which burning within 
themselves will one day evolve such wild fire to w’hich the volcanic 
erruption will be infinitesimal in magnitude. Indications are not few 
and far between but they nre not eye-opener to the self-conceited. Mis- 
application of principles and misinterpretation of facts will not help 
much. There is only one way out of it. It is to concede to the just 
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cause of iff Indians. It way be, they will tell upon the vested interest 
of our rulett but this unfortunate process must be gone through lest the 
Indians way be driven to desperation, martial force may subdue a nation, 
for a length of time, but one day it must yield. Our rulers in England 
yielded to Americans even recently they have yielded to Ireland; 
Austria yielded to Hungary, Japan yielded to Korea, but history is 
barren to prove the contrary, I do not know whether these historical 
lessons will weigh much with our rulers but it is admitted on all hands 
that to run the government of a country on the good will of the people 
is better than to rule it by tear and threat. Menacing matter will not 
do. Concessions have to hr made and it is better to make them More 
feelings are straitened. Concessions should always proreed from the 
stronger and with dignity*, hals** mmim* •»! prestige and suspicion, I 
know* as all know* will stand <>n the way but largeness of heart and great* 
ness of discern will dismiss them at once than be earned away by them. 
It is a w T ell known saving that a yivat empire and little mind go ill 
together. Sincerity command'' '■>111001 it y but suspicion begets suspi* 
cion. Now the question is whether there is any real and valid 
ground for giving li-e to such suspicion. Is it in the doubt of Indian 
ability? In some cas*»s Indians hn\e been made responsible and I think 
they have not been found failing in then duty. I have heard in this 
very House His Excellency to jm\ tiilmte to the r r-M in inters for the 
excellent servin’ they have tendered. His Excellency must have said 
what he meant. 1 huye neym heanl of any local bodv to fail in perform* 
ing its duties. Some l)i>tint Ho.inE, M nuicipalities or (hirporatiou 
have no doubt declined to prcMUit addiess«»< to tbeii Excellency but that 
was (juite in harmony with the (’lection manifestos. But as regards the 
internal management of the local bodies 1 think their ability cannot be 
questioned and has not been ouestioned Is it not too much to expert, 
willing obedience and -in cere allegiance of those who think that their 
rights and aspirations haxe been Hodden under foot and their love for 
freedom is considered :e an act of rilego? Now the inevitable con- 
clusion is this that the suspicion is not due to the doubt in Indian 
ability but it springs from another fountain head which seems to be 
the source of all contention and ttmsbb*. That is if autonomy is grant- 
ed <0 provinces and local bodies, they wav stand against the interest of 
the cential or parental body: 1 think then* is absolutely no tea son why 
they should stand again*! tlm ju«t demands that cun properly l»e made 
of them. The idea is not new to our rulers. There are self-governing 
dominions under the British Empire. They* have never been found 
wanting to help the Home (invernrwnt either in times of war or in 
times of pear**. "Why should b prove exception to our rase? lit it 
because that we are riot white? If is needless to say that with the 
growth of the child the power of tin father dwindles. A tvrant father 
will one morning find that all his power is set at naught bv hi# non who 
has been made desperate but a wise father submits to the limitations of 
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nature and remain content with what power he can enjoy by the .will- 
ing obedience of the child. I leave the case of a stepfather to my 
honlde and learned friends. Perhaps these arguments will meet with 
little sympathy at the hands of those who postulate that they are the 
custodians of Indian’s destiny and more or less the keepers of conscience 
of the Indians who have not attained, perhaps will never attain, the 
age of discretion and therefore to l>e kept under tutelage. Perhaps 
some of these arguments will seem to be unwarranted and greatly impu- 
dent However, there are some who sincerely believe that they are the 
proper curators of India’s interest, rightly or wrongly while there are 
others who, in spite of their knowing* the contrary full well, keep their 
countenance to maintain advantageous position they are enjoying. No 
doubt the helpless condition of the Indians may form the curious sub- 
ject of study, the people being one of the most ancient civilized nations 
of the world and the country, being so vastly resourceful in man and 
materials. Now who is responsible for the present deplorable condition 
of India Y l do not like to go deep into the matter. Whether the 
British Rule in India has proved beneficial to the soil or not, opinions 
differ widely. What Indian trade and commerce, arts and literature, 
science and industries and wealth and prosperity could have taken 
under Indian sovereignty is left to the Hon 'hie Member to determine, 
hut I only say this much that admitting proper allowance to the influ- 
ence of time, the condition of Indian people has not appreciably im- 
proved economically, nr otherwise, in spite of the British Rule for over 
150 years. Taking the entire population into consideration, male and 
female, even to-day the number of those who can only read and write 
will barely exceed two in every hundred. If I had time I could prove 
it conclusively. 1 quote from La Bruverc to show* the condition in 
France before the revolution — unfortunately this is the condition 
practically in India now-a-days. He wrote : 

Aninmin of certain species, mule nnri female, are to Ik* seen all over the 
country, they are dirty livid and sun burned and seen to lie held in some manner 
to the earth which they dig with invincible obstinacy. They have an articulate 
voice and when they stand upright they revealed a human countenance. At 
night they retire into the dense and subsist entirely on black hreads, water and 
roots. To relieve other men of the necessity of tilling, sowing and reaping hence 
they desire never to want for that which they have themselves produced. 

Sir, « similarly miserable sight on Indian streets surely have not 
escaped the eyes of many though they might have been indifferent 
passers-by. This miserable state of affairs in India may hold a bright 
prospect to many but they are sure to find one day that they have been 
trtuldliiig on a very uncertain and dangerous ground, because out of 
desperation bleedness often comes as it came in America and other 
countries. However, my whole point is not to frighten any body but 
to discover a point where all lines will meet and whence we shall see 
not two thoroughfares but one to proceed further. The two ends meet 
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there and Hnm only where and when we learn rather to practise than 
to respect Ike wishes of one another. To me it seenui that the 
true course which is congenial both for Indians and the Englishmen 
alike, does not He in making India poorer, weaker and defenceless, hut 
in rising above all pettiness by even giving the devil its share. We 
are to meet half-way conceding to the just demand of Indians who 
in turn is to adhere more closely and more loyally as integral part 
of the British Empire. We want to shoulder the responsibility and 
also we consider it to be our inborn right to manage our internal 
affairs and our claims have also been supported by authorities and 
declarations. Me want to see that these declarations are fulfilled. 
Sincerity should be established first, then cooperation will follow as 
a night will follow a day. If my Bill is considered in the line 1 
have indicated I hope there will be little room for op|K*ution. The 
authority of the local Government is kept intact. This Act even 
can be recalled or repealed any moment. The locul or district boards 
are made responsible for the management of their own affairs with 
a view to make them self-governing institutions without interference 
from the District Magistrates or Commissioners. It need hardly lx* 
said that it is quite derogatory to say that a body of qualified represen- 
tatives shall not be able to manage their internal affairs independent 
of a single man, the Magistrate. Before I sit down I would like to 
refer to the financial freedom I have propped. I do not know of anv 
self-governing institution without sufficient control over the purse, which 
is both requisite and adequate. All talking responsibility without 
such financial freedom is sham and hollow. With these words I submit 
my Bill to the acceptance of the House. 

Baku AMULYA DHONE ADDYs I beg to move, by way of amend- 
ment, that the said Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon within one month of the carrying of this motion in 
Council. 

It will appear that this Bill consists of 45 clauses, but it appears 
from the Statement of Objects and Reasons that my friend the mover 
of the Bill has explained the objects in six lines only. It is stated there 
that this Bill is intended to develop the system of local self-government 
in Bengal, and to secure this end the local authorities should be invest- 
ed with more and more powers and responsibilities for the management 
of their own affairs. I entirely agree with him that as the Local Self- 
Government Act was enacted in 1885, about 40 years ago, time lias now 
come when these local authorities should be invested with more powers 
and responsibilities. I am of opinion that time has come when the 
local Government should relax their control over these local authorities, 
but the question is how far this control should be relaxed, what powers 
should be invested in these local authorities, and what more responsi- 
bilities should be entrusted to them. 
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X do not oppose the Bill ; on the contrary I support this Bill general - 
ly, but what I would request is that we should have public opinion on 
the provisions of the Bill before the Bill is passed. In the case of the 
Bengal Highways Bill, a Bill consisting of only 4 or 5 clauses, a Bill 
which was not so important as this was, Government was pleased to ask 
for the opinion of all the district boards of Bengal ; but in this particu- 
lar case I fail to understand why the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
Local Self-Government has not thought fit to ask for the opinion of the 
district boards of Bengal which are vitally interested in this question. 
In lieu thereof he has suggested that the Bill should at once be referred — 
and I entirely agree with him — to a Select Committee consisting of the 
leading members of the Council, but at the same time I beg to submit 
that it should not be referred to any committee whatever unless and 
until we have been favoured with public opinion and especially of the 
district boards which are vitally interested in this question. 

Now it appears from the provisions of the Bill that the proportion 
of nominated members of district boards has been proposed to be reduced 
from one-half to one-fifth. This is one of the reasons why we should have 
public opinion on this point — whether it should be one-fifth, one-fourth 
or one-tenth. I beg to draw your attention to one fact and that is that 
the minority should be well represented in the district boards. We 
must have a certain number cf Muhammadans. We must have a cer- 
tain number to represent the depressed class and to represent labour 
also in the district boards. Anglo-Indian interests should also be well 
represented there, as my friend Dr. Moreno suggests. As regards the 
traders I draw your special attention to this question because it is one 
of my duties to do so, being a representative of the Bengal National 
Chamber of Commerce in this Council. Traders in the mufassai are 
not well represented in the district boards and municipalities. So some 
provision ought to be made so that the representatives of the trade and 
commerce may have some chance of being nominated to the district 
boards. Therefore, we must have the opinion of the public at large 
as to the extent of the reduction in number of nominated members, and 
as to which persons or which communities should he represented in the 
district boards. 

As regards Government control over the district boards, Government 
at present exercises a degree of control which is not desirable, but at the 
same time, I am most reluctant to do away altogether with the control 
of the local Government. Therefore, I must have the opinion of the 
public as to bow far this control should be relaxed and whether it 
should be done away with altogether. Under the Bill it is proposed to 
omit certain important sections of the Local Self-Government Act, 
namely, sections 41, 48, 60, 71, 124, 126, 127 and 128. I agree with the 
mover of the Bill that some of the sections should be altogether omitted 
but before we commit ourselves to that course, let us have public opinion 



1WS.] 


NOK-OFFICIAL MEMBERS' BILLS. M? 

and then rthr the matter to a Select Committee of thia House for oon- 
ai deration aad report. As regards the composition of the Select (Join- 
mi t to o - — 

Mulvi MO. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, Sir. 
Is the speaker entitled to refer to the Select Committee, the proposal for 
which has not yet been moved ? 

Ml* PRESIDENT* Mr. Addy, if you are referring to the personnel 
of the committee, you are out of order. 

Df* H* W* B* MORENO: Was it not your ruling, Sir, that when a 
member is on his feet he is to speak on the original notion as well at 
on the amendments (if any) for, later on, he would be precluded from 
delivering another speech on the same subject P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Quite so, Dr. Moreno. But the amendment has 
not been moved as yet. After this motion has been disposed of, 1 will 
come to the Maharaja’s motion regarding the reference of the Bill to* 
a Select Committee. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: May I speak on that amendment,. 
Sir, when it is under discussion ? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Yes, only if your motion is lost. 

BabU AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I beg to submit, Sir that hi 
regard to an important Bill of this kind Government should he pleased 
to ask for public opinion and especially the opinion of the district hoards 
which are vitally interested in this matter, on the Bill which contains 
some important innovations. My opinion is that the Council should not 
commit itself to the provisions of the Bill as they are. 

The motion of Babu Amulva Phone Addy that the Bengal Local 
Self-Government (Amendment) Bill be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon within one month of the carrying of thia 
motion in Council was then put and lost. 

Tht Hoii’bfe Maharaja KSHAUNIIH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur af 
Nadia: The position is that the Government and the parties to which 

Mr* PRESIDENT: You are to move your motion first. 

Tha Hoft’bto Maharaja K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Nadfo: Before I move my motion I wish to make a statement in order to 
make things (dear. The position is, as I said, the Government and 
the parties to which Itai Satyendra Nath Roy Cboudhuri Bahadur and 
Maulvi Asimuddin Ahamad lie long and the mover of the Bill have a 
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right of standing over certain procedure to be adopted with regard to 
this Bill subject, of course, to your approval and the consent of the 
House. The mover of the Bill is, I understand, prepared to withdraw 
the motion that the Bill he taken into consideration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order! If the mover withdraws his 
motion the whole thing fails. Do I understand that he withdraws his 
motion. 

(Cries of no, no.) 

The Hot’ble Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Saha** of 
Nadia: We have discussed and arrived at a compromise regarding the 
composition of the Select Committee which will, I think, be acceptable 
to all the parties. So I formally move, with your permission, for leave 
to substitute the following names in place of those that appear in my 
motion on the paper to constitute the Select Committee: — 

Maulvi Ekramul Huq, Raja Manmntha Nath Ray Chaudhuri, of 
Suutosh, Maulvi Sayyed Sultan Ali, Raja Maniloll Singh Roy of 
(Jhakdighi, Mr. S. W. Goode, Maulvi Sayedui Hoque, Mr. B. N. Sosmal, 
Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq Chaudhuri, Maulvi Muhammad Yasin, Babu 
Bejoy Krishna Bose, Maulvi Kader Baksh, Babu Taraknath Mukerjea, 
and myself with instructions to submit their report before the next 
session of the Council, and that the number of members whose presence 
shall be necessary to constitute a quorum shall be five. 

I hope this will be acceptable to the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you taken the permission of the members 
whose names you propose and are they willing to serve? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Nadia: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do I understand thut the motions of Rai Satyendra 
Nath Roy Choudhuri Bahadur and Maulvi AsinnuMin Ahamad are 
withdrawn. 

Tha Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Nadia: Yes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case I would accept this new amendment 
without notice. But there would be this difficulty — if other members 
get up and propose amendments I shall have to accept them, too. ^ 
That is the risk you run. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADOY: Do the new names proposed 
include that of Rai Abiftash Chandra Banerjee Bahadur? 
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Mr. PMWIDiMT: If any other member wishes to send in amend- 
ments suggesting other names I shall be glad to accept them without 
notice. The debate will now continue on the Maharaja’s amendment. 

The following motions were then, by leave of the Council, with* 
drawn : — 


Rti SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur to move, 
by way of amendment, that the Bill he referred to u Select Committee 
consisting of the Hon ’hie Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Kay Bahadur 
of Nadia, Mr. S. W. Goode, Balm Bejoy Krishna Bose, Maulvi Snyedul 
Hoque, Maulvi Abdul Gafur, Maulvi Katler Baksh, Maulvi Ahdur 
Raschid Khan, Bahu Taraknath Mukerjea, Buhu Jogindra Chandra 
Chakravarti, Rai Harendrauath Chaudhuri, Mr. B. N, Sasmal, Raja 
Maniloll Singh Roy of Chakdighi, Bahu A banish Chandra Ray, Bahu 
Boroda Prosad Dey and the mover, with instructions to submit their 
report as soon as possible. 

Maulvi A8IMUDDIN AH AM AD to move, bv way of amendment, 
that the said Bill he referred to a Select Committee consisting of the 
Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur of Nadia, Dr. 
Pramathanath Banerjea. Dr. Bidhun Chandra Roy, Mr. B. N. Snsmal, 
Mr. K iran Sankar Roy, Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq Chaudhury, Maulvi 
Wahcd Hossain, Maulvi Md. Yasin, Maulvi Ahdur Kasehid Khan, 
Maulvi Sa.vedul IToque, and the movci. with instructions to suhmit 
their report in time for its consideration in Council in the January or 
February session of the Bengal Legislative Council (whichever ail! 
he the earlier), and the number of members whose presence shall lie 
necessary for constituting a quorum shall be five. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: 1 should like to speak a word or two with 
regard to the personnel of the committee proposed by the Maharaja 
Bahadur. I notice that in this personnel while European interests, 
Muhammadan interests and Hindu interests are all represented, Anglo- 
Indian interests are carefully avoided. Not only in this Bill, Kir, 
but also in other Bills moved by the Maharaja Bahadur 

The Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Nidie: On a point of order. He refers to other Bills moved by me in 
this Council. Are we discussing ** other Bills ” here now? Dr. Moreno 
g, refers to other Bills in which, he says, Anglo-Indian interests are not 
represented. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If Dr. Moreno thinks that he has n grievance 
against you regarding non-representation of the Anglo-Indian commu- 
nity he can develop his point in ordpr to make his point clear. 
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Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: I trust, Sir, that the Maharaja Bahadur 
now sees that I am in order according to your ruling in developing my 
argument. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would advise you not to waste your time but 
come to your point at once. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: I notice that in previous Bills Anglo- 
Indian interests have been carefully avoided by Government — I put it 
strongly — deliberately avoided by Government an tf especially by the 
Maharaja Bahadur as, ween in the personnel of the committees on his 
Bills. Does the Maharaja Bahadur consider that the Anglo-Indians 
.are so very far from all glimmerings of intelligence that they cannot 
even take a pawning interest in things pertaining to the public welfare 
of Bengal ; or does lie hold that they are such a negligible minority that 
they can with impunity be overlooked? To both these I enter my 
emphatic protest. It is a very painful subject for me to discuss in 
this Council, a thing which is peculiar to me and my community. 
I hold thut Government should give every opportunity for all interests 
to be represented in the activities of this Council. 

Mdrfvi Mil. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI : On a point of order. 
Do the Anglo-Indians live in villages for which this Bill is going to 
be euueted? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is not a point of order and 1 am sorry you 
have interrupted the member who is in jiosseggiou of the Ilouse. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: 1 am surprised to find the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber state as his opinion that Anglo-Indians live only in the large and 
populous towns of this province? Such a statement has only to be 
mentioned to be ridiculed. The action of the Maharaja Bahadur in 
excluding a representative of the Anglo-Indian community on the 
•committee is unfair to say the least, and I enter here my most solemn 
and emphatic protest again s^ such sort of procedure. I think it is to 
the interests of Government to have the opinions of all concerned and 
to avoid all grounds for future misunderstanding. With these remarks 
I resume my seat and trust that Government will be more careful in 
the future in its consideration of the representation of all interests in 
this Council. 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Although I cannot agree with 
what Dr. Moreno has said that even in these matters communal interests 
shall be represented may I propose that the name of Dr. Moreno be 
included in the Select Committee. 
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Ilf* PRESIDENT: Please let me have your amendment in a 
written form. 

BMlII AMULYA DHONE ADDYs May I propone that the name 
of Rai A. C. Banerjee Bahadur be added to the lint of members of 
the Select Committee? I am sorry to find that although his name 
appears in the original list, it does not appear in the new list, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you obtained the consent of Rai A. C. 
Banerjee Bahadur? 

Babtt AMULYA DHONE ADDY* As he was willing to serve in 
the first committee, it may be taken that he will also lie willing to 
serve in this committee. 

May I know, Sir. why hi* name has been omitted in the list 
although it was in the first list? Is it because lie is a member of the 
Bengal National Chamber of Commerce? I think, Sir, he is a fit 
person to lie on the committee as the representative of that Chamber 
and should be included. 

Apart from that question be is a proper person to be a member 
of that committee having regard to the fact that he is Jhe Chairman 
of u very important district board, n;. t that of Birbhum. As this 
Bill deals with the administration of district boards 1 think the name 
of this gentleman who has expressed bis willingness to serve on the 
committee should be added to the list of memliers of the Select 
Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have received notice of two more amendments, 
ric., one to include the name of Rai Abinash Chandra Banerjee Bahadur 
and the other to include the name of Dr. H. W. B. Moreno. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Nadia: Sir, personally I have no objection to include the names of 
these gentlemen, but this committee was select e<l as 1 have said as a 
compromise. We have after all to give and take. 

Mr. PREBIOENT: If you talk of compromise may I ask between 
whom the compromise ha# been arrived at; because a serious charge 
has been made against Government that they have not taken the other 
party into confidence. 

The Hoft'bie Maharaja KBHAUNIBH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur el 
Madia: Compromise between the mover of the Bill and the movers of 
the different motions. 

The motion of Babu Debi Proaad Khaitan to include the name of 
Dr. H. W. B. Moreno to the list of members of the Select Committee 
mg then put and lost. 
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The motion of Babu Amulya Dhone Addy to include th& name of 
Bai Abinaeh Chandra Banerjee Bahadur in the list of the members 
of the Select Committee was then put and lost. 

The motion that the Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) 
Bill 1925, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of Maulvi 
Ekramul Huq, Itaja Manmatha Nath Iiay Chaudhuri of Santosh, 
Maulvi Sayyed Sultan Ali, Itaja Maniloll Singh Roy, of Chakdighi, 
Mr. S. W. Goode, Maulvi Sayedul Hoque, Mr. B. N. Sasmal, Maulvi 
Md. Nurul Huq Chaudhury, Maulvi Muhammad Yasin, Babu Bejoy 
Krishna Bo?e, Maulvi Rader Baksh, Babu Taraknath Mukerjea and 
the Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur of Nadia, with 
instructions to submit their report before the next session of Council, 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary for constitut- 
ing a quorum, shall be five, was then put and agreed to. 


The Bengal “ Phukft ” Bill, 1925. 


Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: 1 beg to move that t ho Bengal Phuka 
Bill, 1925, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon 
by the 15th January, 192b. 

At a previous meeting of this Council this Bill was introduced and 
formally accepted. Since then the Bill bus been maturing by a very 
grudunl process and in this meeting of the Council it is proposed to 
have it circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon. At 
n subsequent meeting I hope to ask the Council to refer the Bill to a 
Select Committee for consideration and at a still more subsequent 
meeting to ask the Council to accept the Bill an settled in the 
Council. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Please make a very short statement. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: Yes, Sir, 1 shall be very short. This is 
only one step in the process of maturing; and I think there can be 
little controversy a* we are all agreed that strict and proper methods 
should be adopted for the detection and also a deterrent punishment 
for the abhorrent practice of phvfai which is causing havoc among the 
cattle in India leading to their deterioration and to the diminution 
of milk and milk products. I think there can be little objection to 
this Bill and I, therefore, formally beg leave to move that the Bill be 
circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon. 
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Tfct HMill Sir HUGH STEPHENSON S I do not wish to oppose 
tkw motion. I wish, however, to make quite clear what my position 
is in this matter. This Bill re-enacts the provisions, regarding* 
phuka contained in the Cruelty to Animals 'Act of 1920, which has 
not yet been brought into force because of the prolonged correspondence 
with the Calcutta Corporation. Whether the Council will, at a later 
stage, think it desirable to re-enact the provisions of that Act will lie 
one for them to decide. 1 he ]>osition is that the provisions of this 
Bill are already contained in the Act 1 have quoted. The only new 
thing in this Bill is the definition of phuka, and also the provision 
giving the Corporation concurrent powers with the police to appoint 
a staff for search, inspection and prosecution. These men are to have 
powers of search without a warrant at any time and the jw>wer of 
arresting without a warrant. Thevse powers are rather drastic, and I 
shall, at a later stage, if the Bill comes up for consideration, probably 
oppose this power. At this stage I do not wish to opjKjse the Bill. 

Blbu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I have much pleusure in support- 
ing this Bill. Sir, we all know that the rate of mortality in Bengal 
is very heavy and as regards infant mortality it is the heaviest ami 
what is the reason for it!' The reason is not very fur to seek. It is 
the dearth of good cows’ milk in Bengal. There arc reasons which 
are responsible for infant mortality and one of the special reasons is 
the practice of phuka on the prime cows in Calcutta. There are about 
one thousand cow-sheds in Calcutta and its suburbs in which the prtKesn 
of phuka iR practised and in the absence of any special law the culprits 
are not adequately punished. Therefore, it has become desirable that 
there should Ik* some legislation to put a stop to this heinous practice, 
the practice under which even the prime cows become sterile and useless 
with the result that they are sold to butchers for being slaughtered. 
In connection with this item I would draw your attention to the 
opinion of Mr. C. F. Payne who was the Chairman of the Calcutta 
Corporation. He stated : 

The goala usually buys his cows at the beginning of their second lactation 
period. He then sells away the calf and begin* to practise the abominable 
phuka on the cows and obtains milk for 0 or 8 months at the most. By the end 
of that time the cow ceases to give milk and become* unfit for breeding purposes 
for at least 2 or 3 year*. The butcher is in waiting and however fine the animal 
may be, she is sold away for slaughter without scruple for a small sum. Thi* 
is a process which is constantly going on with the beat cows in the country. 
The cruelty of it will probably appeal strongly to my hearers, but what appeal* 
to me even more strongly is the abominable wastefulness of the system. The 
result is that good cows are harder to procure every year and the price of cattle 
a* well aa of milk is steadily going up. 

It has been stated by the HoiPble Sir Hugh Stephenson that there 
i« a similar provision in Bengal viz. : Bengal Act I of 1920, but I am 
really sorry or rather I am aahamed to state that the Government baa 
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not thought it fit to enforce it even now, and that is the grater reason 
why it has become absolutely necessary that there should be some sort 
of legislation to prevent the practice of phuka on prime and milch 
cows of Calcutta and in course of time to extend its operations to the 
districts of Bengal. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: I shall set at rest some of the difficulties 
to which the Hon ’hie Member in charge referred to in dealing with my 
Bill. As a matter of fact the new Act to which he alludes has not 
yet been put into operation, so its provisions are of no value at all. 
This Bill will strengthen the present Act and will allow for the con- 
ferring of distinct powers to officers to arrest persons, without warrant, 
if they are suspected of practising phuka on animals. In the Act 
which is now in force a person entering a building has on entering 
immediately to witness a case of phuka being practised, if he does not, 
he becomes liable for house-trespass. This Act, if it is passed, will 
allow' a person, if he has reasonable suspicion, to enter a building and 
make arrests, if he thinks that the animals have had phuka practised 
on them. Then again, Sir, if you notice the sections concerning 
punishment, you will find they are severer than those in the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals Act. Further, there is a clause which gives 
power to the Corporation to appoint special officers who may be deputed 
t< detect cases of phuka. We have beard in the public press and out- 
side that the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals is not 
doing its duty. I am not here to sup|>ort the Society or to criticize 
its actions. I am here in this Bill affording the Corporation as well 
the opportunity to appoint officers in order to stiengthen the w*ork of the 
Society and augment such work. It has been ascertained that this 
practice of phuka is being carried on, on over five thousand animals in 
Bengal. 

Only the other day I was at the Tangra Slaughter House examining 
the animals put up for slaughter; among them I saw a large number 
•of prime cattle coming in for slaughter. 1 questioned the Superinten- 
dent as to why such good cattle were being slaughtered and in reply 
he said that almost 75 per cent, of them had had the disgusting practice 
of phuka practised on them, which had rendered them sterile for the 
rest of their lives, that was why these animals had been given over to 
the butcher’s knife, their period of usefulness for all time had been 
stopped. I thought this a glaring instance of the serious drain upon 
the cattle of the land. If such things are done here iu Calcutta one 
can imagine what is going on outside Calcutta, in other centres in. 
Bengal. Some real effort should be done to detect and punish the per- 
petration of such primes. There is no reason why Government should 
not co-operate with the people in putting down this abominable prac- 
tice, putting it down with a high hand. 
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The mtAkm of Dr. H. W. B. Moreno that the Bengal u Phuka ** 
Bill, 1925^ be ciroulftted for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon 
by the 15th January, 1926 was then put and agreed to. 


The Bengal Hindu Public Trusts Bill, 1925. 

The following motion stood in the name of Babu Dehi Prosad 
Khaitan : — 

44 That the Bengal Hindu Public Trusts Bill, 1925, be referred to 
a Select Committee consisting of the Hon'hlc Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, 
Mr. J. H. Lindsay, Mi. II. C. Liddell, Mr. Byomkes Clinkravurti, Hai 
Abinash Chandra Banerjee Bahadur, Bai Bahadur Budridas (ioenka, 
Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose, Babu .Jatimha Nath Basil, Babu Akhil 
Chandra Datta, Dr. Pramuthanath Banerjeu, Babu Ainulya Dlione 
Addy, Babu Hemanta Kumar Sarkar and t lie mover, with instructions 
to submit their report as soon as jmismBIc and that the number of 
members whose presence shall lie necessary to form a quorum shall be 
five.” 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: This Bill was introduced at the 
last session of the Council. Since I sent notice of t hie motion my 
attention has l>een drawn to a certain amount .of opjiosition to the 
piovisions of this Bill. It appears that the opjMwition which has been 
advanced against the provisions of this Bill are based on either mis- 
understanding of the Bill or a non-perusal of the Bill absolutely. 

The firwt ground’ of opposition is that on social and religious matters 
no legislature ought to la* introduced. This ground is against the 
actual state of affairs. Even as recently os the year 1920, the Reli- 
gious and Charitable Trusts Act was passed by the Imperial legislative 
Council empowering the Court a to call upon Trustees to furnish 
accounts and other particulifls relating to the Trusts. Then there is 
section 92 of the Civil Procedure Code which also lays down the 
procedure according to which any inquiry may lie made at present, and 
under which suits can be instituted and the necessary orders passed in 
regard to any public* Trust. Therefore, it cannot be said that on social 
and religious matters no legislature is in existence or that any legisla- 
ture should not interfere therewith. 

The other ground ujam which opposition has been advanced is that 
if this Bill be paused into law, the cultural and religious matters relat- 
ing to any parthmlar sect of the community will be interfered with by 
other setts. That is just the point which this Bill prevents. In this 
Bill it is provided that a Committee of Inquiry should be formed* from 
amongst that section of the people for whose benefit a particular Trust 
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exists. Under the present system the inquiry is conducted not only 
by other sects, but even by officers and judges of different forms of 
religion absolutely. Secondly, the Committee of Inquiry can only be 
appointed at the instance of persons belonging to that section of the 
community for whose benefit the particular Trust exists. Even there 
sufficient provision has been made to ensure that people of other sects 
and creeds cannot interfere with any religious matters. The Board of 
Charitable Commissioners that has been suggested in my Bill is 
entirely composed of Hindus; consequently it is ensured in the Bill 
that whatever orders are finally passed, are passed by members of the 
Hindu community, and they will certainly be able to pass orders in 
a better way than the judges or officers belonging to other sects and 
creeds. 


In these circumstances my object in saying this is to inform the 
public that the objections put forward are either owing to a misunder- 
standing of the Bill or by reason of a non-perusal of the Bill. But at 
the same time I teel that a Bill of this nature should not be rushed 
through when there is so much opposition. In these circumstances I 
do not desire to move the motion that stands in my name, but to give 
fresh notice for the Junuarv session of the Council. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case, I do not know what the procedure 
ought to be. 


Btbu OEBI PR08AD KHAITAN : I think I am entitled under the 
rules not to move now and to give fresh notice for the January session. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: On a point of order, might I ask one ques- 
tmn. In it not usual for the mover of a Bill to read the Bill first 
and if he rends it, can it he withdrawn after that? 


(At this stage the Council was adjourned for 10 minutes.) 

[After the adjournment.] * 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I understand from Mr. Khaitan that he does 
not intend to move the motion that stand* in his name. It is a pretty 

Z T ,hat hp *>“ s offered for not moving his Motion 

£i h '7 "°V‘r ln ^ 1 -uld uot defim> his nation at 2 

time or I would hare stopped him. J u any case the position now is 
tlmt the motion is not moved. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: May I draw your attention to Standing Order 

this. the member ,n charge of the Bill may at any stage of the 

and 5f ^ motion w ««■ 
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Mr. PMMMOEMT: But he is not moving for the withdrawal of his 
Bill. 

Mr. S. II* HALDAR. I understood Mr. Kliaitan to say that he was 
withdrawing his Bill. The Bill has been circulated after introduction. 

lit. PRESIDENT: That is not the case. Mr. Khaitan simply does 
not move his motion for the reference of his Bill to Select Committee. 
But he should not have made any speech, and I hope he will be careful 
not to offend in this direction in the future. 


The Bengal Pasture Bin, 1925. 

Dr. N. W. B. MORENO. 1 beg to move that the Bengal Pasture Bill, 
1925, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
15th January, 192(i. 

This Bill, as in the case of the previous Bill is in the process of 
maturing. It is already in the second process for circulation in order 
to secure public opinion. I desire, in the first instance, to remove some 
of the misapprehensions concerning thi* Bill. There is nothing very 
drastic in its provisions. All that the Bill provides is that it enables 
the Government to acquire pasture land where necessary, it affords ways 
and means for the acquisition of such pasture lands and for the mainte- 
nance of them. There is nothing extraordinary in this Bill; it is 
merely an enabling Bill. It does not seek to set the machinery of 
Government immediately in motion to acquire pasture-lands where there 
was none before. Throughout this Bill no attempt is made to force the 
hands of Government to acquire pasture land in Districts and other 
centres forthwith. 

With regard to the Bill itself, the first few sections give the modun 
operondi for securing pasture latn'fo, and give Government the means 
to secure such lands. According to section 18 (r) of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, the Government is permitted to forfeit the fees of land- 
lords which are not withdrawn within three years and which have been 
deposited with Government for sj>ecific purpose*. These fees remain 
with the Government and if not claimed, they escheat to Government. 
This large sum of money will enable the Government to have the 
wherewithal to acquire pasture landv, after all this money is really paid 
by the people by way of fees, and can be well spent for the welfare 
of the people. 

Then with regard to the recovery of pastures, what happen* in the 
present instance is this: you have pasture lands and gradually both 
landlords and tenants, semindars and raiyats keep on encroaching upon 
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„a these i an d 8 which are theirs by right and which are grwroauy 
absorbed either by the zemindars or the raiyats for the purpose of culti- 
vation. This Bill will allow such lands to remain intact in future. 

When the Permanent Settlement was passed in 1793, distinct 
arrangements were made for the mapping out and maintaining of pas- 
turages in Bengal. All these things have passed away, and if you 
go to the Settlement Officer and ask where are these pasturages he will 
tell you that there is no record of them. This Bill will prevent this 
sort of thing in the future. 

Then again, in Chapter IV of the Bill there are ways and means 
provided for the maintenance and management of these pasture lands. 

The whole Bill, therefore, while being a most useful measure does 
not ask for any drastic change to take place immediately in the Settle- 
rnent of Bengal. As I said before, it is merely an enabling Bill. At 
the present moment I am only asking for it to be circulated for public 
opinion and I trust there will be no serious opposition to it at this stage. 


The Hobble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I have no wish whatever 
to oppose this motion for circulation, but perhaps it would be as well 
if I said something on my probable future attitude on the Bill. 

It is quite true, as Dr. Moreno has said, that it is an enabling Bill, 
and I think we shall find that it will be almost entirely a dead letter. 
On the other hand, it is not so innocent as Dr. Moreno makes it out 
to be. When once it is set in motion it enables the Collector, with 
no appeal, to decide on all questions of right to pasture lands. It 
enables the Collector to say that land was pasture land 200 years ago, 
and therefore to dispossess the present owners without compensation. 
It gives no appeal against the Collector's decision as to what are the 
rights on the land, a* to whether the land is pasture land, and as to 
whether the owner haR a claim to compensation at all. If the land 
was ever pasture, the Bill makes no provision whatever for any com- 
pensation to the owner. It sets up a Village Board for administering 
the pasture lands.- 1 am doubtful, Sir, of the efficiency of this Board. 

My main objection to the Bill is that it is endeavouring to fight an 
economic process. The experience of all countries is that you cannot 
turn the economic clock back. The reason why there is no pasture 
land in JBengal at the present moment is because it is more profitable to 
use the land for agriculture, and as long as it is more profitable to 
use these lands for agriculture, it is no use trying to restrain the 
process. In England, before the war, the process was the other way; 
it was more profitable to have land for pasture than for cultivation. 
•The result was that a large quantity of plough land was put under 
pasture. 
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Toucan** interfere by passing law. with economic proem of that 
kind. Sir, my last comment is on the question of landlords' fee*. 
Dr. Moreno talks as if these landlords’ fees were something which Gov- 
ernment puts into its pocket and spends on lollipops but they are a 
part of the provincial revenues of Bengal and if we are going' to give 
landlords’ fees for this purpose we might as well give a part of the 
excise tax or something else. The meaning of the section in the Bill 
is that Government shall pay— it does not matter whether it is paid 
from landlords’ fees or excise revenue or land revenue. It must be 
paid from out of the provincial revenues of Bengal. As I have said 
I do not oppose at this stage the motion for circulation of the Bill. 

I only hope that the bodies to whom it will lie circulated will very 
carefully consider it. 

The motion of Dr. H. W. B. Moreno that the Bengal Pasture Bill, 
1926, he circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
16th January’, 1926, was then put and agreed to. 


The Calcutta Rent (Amendment No. II) Bill, 1925. 


Dr, H. W. B. MORENO to move that the Calcutta Unit (Amend- 
ment IN<>. II) Bill, 1926, he circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 15th January, 1926. 

1 beg leave to move that the Calcutta Kent (Amendment No. \[) 
Bill, he circulated for eliciting opinion thereon. This Bill is in fulfil-* 
inent of a promise, which I gave to this Council, to amend some of 
the defects and anomalies of the Rent Act since it has been extended 
for three years. The Act is very limited in its scope. It affects only 
the premises carrying rents amounting to Rs. 260 and under. There- 
fore, this Bill affects largely the hhadrafog class of Bengal, esjiermlly 
those living in Calcutta aw it affects largely the Anglo-Indian com- 
munity. There is not the least doubt that there are many glaring 
defects and anomalies in the Act some of which have been pointed 
out by my friends and by some persons in authority. Any one perusing 
the Objects and Reasons attached to my Bill will see that I am attempt* 
ing to remedy some of the difficulties which are now being met in 
the administration of the Act. It is noticeable that there is already 
a large falling off of cases in the Rent Controllers Court simply 
because the Bill has provisions which are by no means satisfactory 
either to the landlord or to the tenant. My purpose here is to have 
some of its defects remedied and my object in moving for its circula- 
tion in order to secure public opinion is this: The Bill will afford 
opportunity to public bodies as well as to members of the public to 
give their opinion on this Bill so that the real defects and anomalies* 
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may be corrected. I trust thatno body will have any serious object- 
tion to the Bent Act being amended. I merely ask that the defect* 
and anomalies be righted and for that purpose. in view I seek for public 
opinion on the general provisions of the Bill. 

64mi SURENDRA NATH RAY: In answer to the question to-day, 
viz., whether Government was considering the desirability of taking 
steps to repeal the Calcutta Rent Act, the Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur 
of Nadia said that Government did not consider it necessary to curtail 
the operation of the Act as it was going to expire in March, 1927. 
(Jnder these circumstances I do not see any necessity for introducing 
this Bill for the amendment of the Act and circulating it for public 
opiuion. I think it will be a waste of time because we cannot expect 
to get these opinions before another two or three months and the Bill 
cannot be taken up before March next. What is the use then of wasting 
so much time and money when we know that the Act expires a year 
hence. 


Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: 1 beg to oppose the motion which 
has been moved by Dr. Moreno. Had I been under the impression that 
the Rent Act should be in force permanently I would certainly have 
supported it, because it is full of anomalies and the sooner they are 
remedied the better. The life of this Act is up to March, 1927. So, 
is it necessary that the Act should be amended as suggested by 
Dr. Moreno ? This Act is nothing but a temporary one. In 1920, the 
Calcutta Rent Act was introduced by the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja 
Bahadur of Burdwan and he stated that the object of the Bill was to 
restrict temjwrarily the increase of rents in Calcutta. He stated that 
this was necessitated by the abnormal situation which existed at that 
time as a consequence of the war and this situation was described under 
three heads, viz., building operations had been restricted to a minimum 
during the war, that there has been an unusual and most extraordinary 
increase of land valuation and lands were sold on reckless specula- 
tion. Now, Sir, that was the reason us to why we in this Council passed 
the Bill, into law. In 1923, when there was a proposal to further extend 
it, Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea was reported to have stated that the 
abnormal situation which existed in 1920 no longer existed in 1923 
and that the situation was approaching normal condition and that 
any further control in rent by an Act would be unjustifiable. Not only 
so, but it would be actually harmful to hove an extension of the Rent 
Act on the Statute Book. Sir, that was the promise of Sir Surendra 
Nath Banerjea and the Act was extended only for one year. In 1924, 
when there was the proposal for further extension of that Act Mr. G. S. 
Dutt, in opposing the Calcutta Rent Act (Amendment) Bill introduced 
by Dr. Moreno, said that Government came to the conclusion that the 
abnormal situation which existed in 1920 did not exist at that time. 
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^'SSP' 4 ** *'***•*• Qownuwt after Wii* m»d. prop* 
inquiry intawie matter, came to the conclusion that the Calcutta Rent 
Act wm noljUecemary . ^ I know as a matter of fact that. the Calcutta 
Rent Act dote not apply to godowns and for that reason the rent of 
godowns went *p. And what is the result-large number of godown. 
is now lying vacant and the rent has come down to less than 50 per 
cent, than it was about two years ago. Similarly, dwelling houses in 
Calcutta remain vacant and the rent has come down not by 10 per cent, 
or 15 per cent, bnt in a majority of cases more than 25 per cent. If 
that be the case, where is the necessity for the amendment of this Act 
as suggested by Dr. Moreno? If it is desirable to have the restriction 
in rent by the proposed legislation, then why not restrict the prices of 
rice and other necessaries of life? I am i>ersonallv opposed to any 
artificial control as suggested by l)r. Moreno. I am strongly of opinion 
that it is a question of the law of supply and demaud which controls the 
market. I again emphasize, Sir, that artificial treatment of the situa- 
tion will do a great injury to the interests not only of the landlords 
but also of the tenants. In these circumstances and the facts as I have 
just stated the House will agree with me that the amendment of the 
Calcutta Kent Act or rather the Act itself is not at all necessary. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: May I ask the hon’ble member 
who spoke last whether he could give any practical instances where 
the rent has been reduced to 50 j>er cent, of the pro-wur charge? 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Yes, I can give you instances. 


The Hon’hle Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
Of Nadia: I do not want to make any statement at this stage. 

The motion that the Calcutta Kent (Amendment No. II) Bill, 1925, 
be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon bv. the 15th 
January, 1926, being put, Dr. II. W. B. Moreno said: “ Have 1 not 
my right of reply, Sir?” 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: Certainly you have, but you ought to have got 
up in your seat and tried to catch my eye. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Tha Bangal Laaal taftf-Covarnment (Ar“ -if) Bill, 1828. 

The following motion was called but not moved 

iihu TARAKNATH MUKERdEA to move for leave to introduce 
a Bill further to amend the Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1886*. 

18 
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•HAH IYED EMDADUL HAQ moved for leave to introduce a Bill 
for the preservation of certain kinds of fish fry in Bengal. He spoke 
in Bengali. The English translation of which is as follows: — 

I beg to move this motion for the introduction of my Bill referring 
to the preservation of fish fry. It is well-known that fish which is a 
staple food of the people of Bengal is becoming more and more dear 
every day and in some parts of the country it is unavailable. Rivers, 
ponds and bils are drying up and unless steps are taken to preserve 
the fry, fish may become unavailable in the whole of the country. I 
hope the House will agree with me in this matter and my motion will 
be carried. I do not propose to put a stop to the catching of the fry 
but my object is simply to prohibit it for three months, Baisakh, Jaista 
and Ashar, when the fry grow, just as the killing of fowls is prohibited 
during their breeding season. 

The motion that leave be given to introduce a Bill for the preserva- 
tion of certain kinds of fish fry in Bill, was then put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Cattle Bill, 1925. 

Or. H. W. B. MORENO: I beg to move for leave to introduce a 
Bill to provide for the protection of cattle in Bengal. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Does anybody object to the introduction of the 
Bill. 

•HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ objected to tbe introduction of 
the Bill. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: I regret that it is not possible at this 
stage for the members of this House to have a copy of this Bill, other- 
wise they would have seen that the provisions of this Bill are not likely 
to be in any way harmful to any sect or community. All that the Bill 
does is to provide for the protection of cattle set apart and consecrated 
on ceremonious occasions which have been declared ret nulliu* by a 
judgment of the Calcutta High Court as it also provides for ways and 
means for District Boards and other public bodies to have breeding 
farms in order to improve the breed of cattle in Bengal. It is not 
very long ago when the Government admitted in answer to a question 
put in this House that the supply of milk was diminishing in Bengal 
and that there was certainly room for improvement in the bleed of 
settle in the province. In view of the statement made in answer to 
i 
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tk*t qoeetii»Ihope there will be very little opposition from tbe 
Government or to tbe matter of that from anybody in this Home to 
« useful B81 like tills which will enable public bodies to have properly 
lftid out breeding farms and the means whereby to maintain these 
farms. I do not wish to say much more at this stage of the debate, 
because after all members of the Council will have further opportunity 
of examining the provisions of the Bill later on when the Bill is cir- 
culated to them. I, therefore, ask for leave for the formal introduc- 
tion of the Bill. 

The motion that leave be given to introduce a Bill to provide to 
the protection of cattle was then put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


Tim Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1925. 

•HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved for leave to introduce a Bill 
to amend the Bengul Village Self-Government Act, 1919. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Does anybody object to the introduction of 
the Bill? 

Babtt AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Yes, Sir, I object. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ then delivered a speech in Bengali 
in support of his motion. The English translation of which is as 
follows : — 

I beg to move this motion for the introduction of the Village Local 
Self-Government Bill. My Bill proposes to amend the Village Local 
Self-Government Act. Some of the clauses of which have become 
obsolete and are quite insufficient to meet the requirements of the 
times. I shall mention only the most important of the points in which 
a further extension of rights has become necessary. The District 
Magistrate still nominates members to the District Board. This power 
of nomination should be transferred to tbe Board itself. The power 
exercised by tbe District Magistrate with regard to the cboukidari tax 
should be transferred to the District Board and a few other powers 
also retained by the District Magistrate should be transferred to tbe 
District Board. 

When this Bill was introduced in a previous session of the Council, 
some of the Muslim members said that it was advisable that tbe Dis- 
trict Magistrate should retain some of these powers in this matter. I 
propose to transfer these powers to the District Board, for I do not 
think that there is any cause for apprehension that the communal 

19 a 
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question will make any difficulty in this matter. I have farther pro* 
posed that the present area of the Union Boards should be extended 
and that the powers of the District Board in this matter should he 
widened and made explicit 

This Bill, in addition to transferring to the Union Board all the 
powers hitherto exercised by the District Magistrate in regard to the 
appointment and dismissal of the chaukidarB and the chaukidari tax, 
introduces some new features on the formation of an Advisory Board 
in each thana in order to decide disputes arising in the Union Boards, 
and on the eradication of the water-hyacinth, proposes some measures 
for the preservation of the pasture land in Bengal and provides for the 
relief of the poor village people in respect of fines for non-payment of 
the chaukidari tax. I have further proposed to give help to the Union 
Boards in establishing hakimi and kaviraji dispensaries on small scales 
and to authorize them to impose small taxes on the zamindars even 
when they have no holding under a Union Board. 

In short, I propose to give to the tax-payers full power in the matter 
of Village Local Self-Government and I hope that the House will give 
mo leave to introduce this Bill. 

The motion that leave be given to introduce a Bill to amend the 
Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919, was then put and agreed 
to. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Caloutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1925. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I beg to move for leave to 
introduce a Bill further to amend the Calcutta Improvement Act, 1919. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Does anybody object to the leave being given? 

Batou AMULYA DHONE ADDYr I object. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANER4EA: The Calcutta Improvement 
Trust Act was passed in 1911. It is the general feeling that the 
objects of the Act have not been carried out with due regard to the 
steeds and circumstances of the inhabitants of Calcutta. The activities 
of the Trust have been chiefly of a destructive character, resulting in 
considerable hardships upon the residents and a great shortage in 
housing accommodation. The operations of the Improvement Trust 
have thus seriously affected the poorer sections of the community. The 
failure of the Trust to conduct its operations in a satisfactory manner 
has been due, in the main, to the fact that the Trust Board, as at present 
constituted, is not sufficiently in touch with the wishes of the people of 
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the city. ilis, therefore, proposed in this Bill to amend the constata* 
turn of the ‘Board of Trustees so as to make this body more popular than 
at present. 

It is a Very short Bill consisting of only two sections, and its main 
provision ii that out of 5 members now nominated by Government, 3 
members will be elected by the elected representatives of this Council. 
I hope, Sir, that the Bill will commend itself to the acceptance of the 
members of the Council. 

Babtf AMIILYA DHONE ADDY : I withdraw my objection ; on the 
contrary I support it. 

The motion that leave be given to introduce a Bill further to amend 
the Calcutta Improvement Act, 1919, was then put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Calcutta Domestic Servants' Registration Bill, 1925. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: I beg to move for leave to introduce a 
Bill to provide for the registration of domestic servants in Calcutta. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Does anybody object to leave being given? 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEA: I object. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: This Bill is not yet in the hands of the 
members of the House, they will have ample opportunity of under- 
standing its provisions later on when it comes up for discussion after 
they have perused its contents. Meanwhile, I might say that the Bill 
is confined within the municipal limits of Calcutta and that registra- 
tion is made entirely voluntary on the part of servants. 

What usually happens in Calcutta and especially in poorer homes, 
in the homes of the bhadralog class who are not very affluently situated 
and in the homes of Anglo-Indians is that servants are generally 
employed of a nondescript type and of a very questionable character * 
Such servant* enter service with all sorts of ** chits " which are not 
easily identifiable, with the result that they enter such homes with 
impunity, soon they purloin all sorts of things and even steal money 
when given the opportunity. The result is that when such a servant 
leaves it is impossible to get any trace of his whereabouts and tho 
result is that homes are at the mercy of such servants who commit all 
sorts of depredations on them. 

Registration as provided in the Bill is entirely voluntary, it will 
afford protection to the good servant who enters a home by this volun- 
tary system of registration and it will afford protection to the master 
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m well. It will afford protection to ike warrant because, if «i may 
time, he it dismissed for wrongful reasons and his legitimate salary 
is withheld, he will have the advantage of presenting his registration 
book in a court of justice, he will thus be able to receive the salary 
on which he was appointed for the period for which he was engaged 
and for which it is due. This will be a thing that will result in benefit 
to the servant himself. For the master, as I said before, there is this 
advantage that if he employs a registered servant, that is, a servant 
who submits to this system of voluntary registration, he is sure of the 
man who is working under him. If he employs a servant whh is not 
on the registered book, the risk will rest entirely on his shoulders. In 
Ceylon and the Malay States such a system of registration of domestic 
servants is carried out, and in certain cantonments in India the system 
of registration which is very much on the lines on which the present 
Bill has been framed is in vogue and is of very great service to the 
people living in these areas. There is not the least doubt that the Bill 
will be helpful not only to the master but to the servant as well. If 
there are provisions for the registration of chauffeurs, hackney-carriage 
drivers and of rickshaw pullers, I see no reason why a useful Bill of 
this kind, which will afford gTeat protection to both parties, is limited 
to the municipal limits of Calcutta only and is entirely based on the 
voluntary system of registration should be objected to. Later on there 
will be ample opportunity for members to discuss and even to revise the 
provisions of the Bill when it comes up for actual consideration. With 
these remarks I formally move for leave to introduce the Bill. 

Mr. A. 0. BANERJEE: Having regard to the fact that registration 
will be voluntary I do not wish to oppose the introduction of the Bill, 
but I want to know 

Mr. PRESIDENT! I will not permit any further discussion since 
you now say you do not object to the Bill. 

The motion that leave be given to introduce a Bill to provide for 
the registration of domestic servants in Calcutta was then put and 
agreed to. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! The following item has been put in by mistake. 
As the Bill requires the previous sanction of the Governor-Qeneral 
which has not yet been obtained, I pass it over: — 

SHAM EYED EMDAXtUL HAQ to move for leave to introduce a 
Bill for the prevention of brothels and immoral traffic in fairs. 
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Baku H fMANT A KUMAR 8ARKAR: I beg to more for leave to 
introduce a Bill to amend the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 
1919 . 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Maulvf SAYCDUL HOQUE: I beg to move for leave to introduce 
a Bill to amend the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919. 

. The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Maulvi SAYEDUL HOQUE: I move that the said Bill be taken 
into consideration. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: I object to the Bill being taken into 
consideration. In this connection I refer to the provision of section 61 
of the Bengal Legislative Council Manual which says that a Bill for 
the purpose of being taken into consideration at a sitting of the legis- 
lative Council must be made available for the use of members. I beg 
to say that this section has not been complied with in the present case. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case the motion is out of order. 

RatoltftiOfN 

(an mature of gonoral public tfitoreot). 

Religious and Charitable E nd o wmen ts in Btfigal. 

Maulvi ZANNOOR AHMED: I beg to move that this Council 
recommends to the Government that a committee consisting of nine 
members, of whom six at least must be non-officials, be forthwith 
appointed— 

(») to inquire into and to report as early as possible on the present 
conditions of religious and charitable endowments in Bengal ; 
and 

(it) to suggest measures for the purpose of safeguarding the objects 
of the trust and the interest of the public therein. 

This Council passed a resolution recommending to the Government that 
the provisions of the Mussulman Wakf Act, 1923, be extended to this 
province. But no action has yet been taken. There is misapprehen- 
sion that it may bring about extinction of small wakf properties. To 
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bring » suit under secfibn 92, CiViJ Ptocrfurt Code, i* »l*O toetifcle*Mhe. 
Any interference by the Goyenunent will be seriously misconstrued. 
There must be an inquiry into the present state of things. That inquiry 
must be conducted by a committee which should consist mainly of 
non-official members. The committee which I propose if appointed 
will he able to collect materials to enable the legislature to pass suit- 
able legislation and to modify the present Act. The committee will 
also consider whether the present provisions of law serve the purposes 
of proper control of religions and charitable institutions. It involves 
questions of fact and, I believe, unless materials are collected, the-. 
Select Committee on the Bills, if introduced, will not serve the pur- 
pose well and even if they are enabled to serve the purpose, inordinate 
delay will be the result. Maladministration of public funds for the 
purpose of the furtherance of charitable and religious institutions in 
an essentially religious country like that of ours cannot be patiently 
tolerated and any attempt to place these institutions on a proper and 
popular basis is welcome in our country. Before I conclude my speech 
I quote the observations of an eminent Judge of the Madras High Court 
which appears in a book of Ganapathi Iyer : 

High authorities connected with the Government as well as Judges have had 
to remark upon the wholly unsatisfactory condition of charitable institutions 
in India both Hindu and Muhammadan and the inadequacy of the existing, 
laws to afford sufficient protection against the evils of dishonest or inefficient 
administration. Disinterested public opinion of India has also expressed itself 
in clear and growingly emphatic terms on the need for the legislature. In 
England comprehensive and searching inquiries were conducted into the condi- 
tion of these institutions through highly responsible committees and commis- 
sions resulting in a succession of legislative enactments. It was not until such 
methods were adopted that the administration of public charities was purged 
of the manifold abuses which prevailed in England similar to those in this 
country. At present neither tho Government nor the public have sufficient 
information about the numerous charitable foundations of India, which must be 
of immense value. The first thing necessary is that the facta regarding them 
should be authoritatively ascertained. 

These are the observations of Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, senior Member of 
the Executive Council. I hope that before he lays down the reins of 
his office amidst our regret he will do something towards the solution of 
this matter. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for 15 minutes.] , 

(After the adjournment.) 

BtNl DM! PilOt AD KMAITANl I rise to support the resolution 
that has been moved by my friend, Maulvi Zannoor Ahmed. There calf 
be no doubt that the Conditions of mismanagement that exist in a 
large* number of public* trusts do call for an inquiry «t as early m 
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date « P<*tMe and that suitable provisions should he made in order 
that acta of mismanagement may be made impossible. In saying so, I 
do not me#h to convey the impression that with respect to all charitable* 
religions frusta acts of mismanagement are to be fonnd, but at the 
same time it cannot be gainsaid that there is a large number of public* 
trusts in respect of which serious mismanagement prevails, not only 
in respect of temples and other religious trusts, but also in respect of 
other kinds of public trusts, for example, hospitals, schools, orphan* 
ages and all other kinds of public trusts. It is the duty of Govern- 
ment to look after the proper management of these institutions. There* 
was a time after the year 1810, when the management and control of 
religious trusts were vested in the Board of Revenue. It was only 
after a quarter of a century after that regulation that the control 
of religious trusts was taken away from the Board of Revenue and 
was vested in committees. Sir, I am not aware whether any such 
committees exist or not : but so far as the public know, such com- 
mittees do not at present exist. Section 92 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure which lays down the conditions and circumstances under 
which suits can be instituted, contains a procedure which is very dila- 
tory and at the same time it is a procedure under which it is not possible 
for a member of the public to institute suits which are very <M)stly of 
management, and, under the provisions of the Evidence Act, it is very 
difficult to prove the allegations which can justly l>e mode against the 
perpetrate™ of mismanagement. Under the Act of 1920, t,he Religious 
and Public Trusts Act, an inquiry can be made about the publication 
of accounts, but it is an Act which has not been utilised and which 
is not sufficient to bring to book these trustees who are carrying on 
mismanagement. There is no doubt that vested interests will take 
amiss this resolution, if it is passed — but it is not simply the vested’ 
interests which this Council has got to look after — it is the genera] 
public who contribute towards the endowment of public trust*- it is 
the general public for whose benefit the public trusts are created and are 
supposed to be maintained it is the general public who ought to derivo 
benefit in a proper form these trust*- -whose interest# ought to be safe- 
guarded — and it is necessary that a certain inquiry should be made of* 
regoids the condition of religious and charitable endowment# in Bengal. 
Madras has already led the way in legislation of this character : they have* 
got the Religious and Public Trusts Act which they are administering^ 
Bengal should follow suit, and it is desirable that after suitable con- 
sideration, some legislation should be introduced which can properly 
deal with the matter. Sir, if it is said that the appointment of w 
committee of this character will not have sufficient powers to go into 
the acta of internal mismanagement, and to Inquire into what properties 
a charitable institution consists of, I think. Sir, it is not necessary to 
do so now. All that is necessary is to carry on a public inquiry which 
will show what grievances the public have against public trusts anJ 
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public institutions. If it appears that the public here a mid and 
solid grievance in regard to management of public institutions, H is 
high time that suitable legislation should be brought forward in order 
to deal with them, in order that it may be made impoesible for the 
trustees to misappropriate the funds of public institutions, to utilise 
properties in a way which is not intended for the purpose for which 
the trust was created. I hope. Sir, that there will be no voice dis- 
sentient to this resolution and that a committee of this nature will be 
welcomed by this House. 

Mbu fOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: I regret I can- 
not support the resolution which has just been moved and I will put 
my reasons very briefly before the House. I do not see what practical 
purpose can be served by the Government appointing a committee 
•consisting of non-official members for the purpose of inquiring into the 
■question — the very large question- os to the proper and improper 
management of religious or charitable trusts. The first difficulty wfiich 
strikes on* with regard to the matter of this kind is to decide what is 
<1 public trust and what is not. My friend, Mr. Khaitan, in the course 
of a speech referred to section 92 of the Code of Civil Procedure which 
to my mind is quite sufficient for the purpose of meeting the object 
with which a resolution of this kind has been brought before the 
House. We all know that section 92 of the Code of Civil Procedure 
gives ample powers to Civil Courts to decide all questions regarding 
the misuse of trust funds, improper management of trust property, 
and all other matters, and, at the same time empowers the court to 
appoint, if necessary, a new trustee and to remove the present trustees, 
and also to settle a scheme of management; and this can be done if 
two or more persons get the sanction of the Advocate-General and 
institute a suit with a view to attain an object of this character. Well, 
we also know — and I shall ask, if anybody have any doubts, to refer to 
the various case laws on the point, that it is often a very difficult 
question to decide what is a public trust. There are shades of difference 
and these shades of difference can only he settled by the civil courts on 
evidence of a satisfactory character. I have no faith whatsoever — and 
I may say that plainly — that any good will he done by appointing a 
committee to inquire into the matter, or that the labours of that com- 
mittee will he of any use whatsover to the public Then, again, on the 
question of principle, in matters of religious endowments, from the 
Hindu religious point of view, I oppose any suggestion that these 
matters should be placed in the hands of a committee appointed by 
the Executive Government. 

id* AMULYA DHONK ADDYl I have much pleasure in support- 
ing the resolution which has been moved by Maulvi Zanfcoor Abated. 
Sir, in Bengal there is a, strong feeling that some legislation should 
be introduced to make provision for the control and management of 
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trust endowments in accordance with the withe* of such persons for 
whose benefit such trusts were created and for preventing the misuse 
and securing the proper use of the funds thereof. We have sad experi- 
ence, Sir, in the case of Hindu temples. I know of a certain ease in 
which a gentleman paid a sum of Rs. 1,000 for feeding the beggars 
and what the Shebayets did P Not even a hundred beggars were fed. 
Is it not a case of misappropriation of property ? Is it not a case of 
breach of faith on the part of the Shebayets?' I do not mean to say 
that all Shebayets are dishonest, but there are blacksheep amongst 
Shebayets and that is the reason why the Government or rather the 
Council should come to the rescue of the people and safeguard the 
interests of those who made contributions towards charitable and reli- 
gious endowments. It may be said that the existing law is sufficient, 
but I beg to submit that it is not, and that was the reason why the 
late Hon’ble Mr. Bhupendra Nath Bose introduced such a Bill in the 
Indian Legislative Assembly and that is also the reason why the Muham- 
madan Wakf Bill was enacted into law bv the Indian Legislative 
Assembly. We find, Sir, that in Madras such a law has been enacted. 
I find that the Madras Act I of 1925 was passed by the Madras Legis- 
lative Council and received the sanction of the Governor on the 7th 
April, 1924, and that of His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor- 
General on the 29th December, 1924. I have gone through the 
provisions of this Act and I find that they are most salutary. Under 
these circumstances it is most desirable that a committee should be 
appointed to inquire into the present state of things and to make sugges- 
tions so that this Council may be in a position to legislate. I beg 
to take this opportunity of bringing to the notice of this Council one 
fact. In a certain temple the poor are not allowed to enter and offer 
their worship unless they pay a certain sum and exorbitant sums of 
money are extorted from the pilgrims and as a matter of fact in 
certain cases the right of collecting fees sold by public auction instead 
of being utilized for repairing the buildings or making any contribu- 
tion for the feeding of the poor. These are my reasons for supporting 
this resolution. 

Sir, I take this opportunity of making the suggestion that the 
mover of the resolution Mr. Khaitan should be a member of this 
committee, to represent the Marwari community. We all know the 
Marwaris are very charitable and they make substantial contributions 
to these trust funds. I therefore think it desirable that a representa- 
tive of the Marwari community and especially my friend Mr. Ehaitan 
who has studied this question thoroughly should be a member of this 
committee. 

MmM mil nurul HUQ OHAUDHURYs 1 do not move the 
amendment which stands in my name to this resolution as I under- 
stand the mover of the resolution wishes to withdraw his motion. 
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tabu AMULYA DHONE AODYi I object to the withdrawal. 

• , , , “ ,J 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is the businegs of the mover to say whether 
he withdraws his motion, and when he asks for the leave of the Council 
to his withdrawal, yon can object to leave being granted. 

The following amendment was not moved: — 

Maulvi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY to move, by way of 
amendment, that in the motion of Maulvi Zannoor Ahmed — 

(t) lines 2 and 3, for the words “ nine members, of whom six at 
least must be non-officials 99 the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

“ the following members, five to form a quorum 99 ; and 

(it) the following be added at the end, namely: — 

(/) The Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray 
Bahadur of Nadia; 

( 2 ) Mr. H. C. Liddell; 

(J) Maulvi Zannoor Ahmed; 

( 4 ) Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy; 

( 5 ) Maulvi Basar Muhammad; 

(tf) Babu A banish Chandra Ray; 

( 7 ) Babu Manmohon Neogi; 

(<V) Babu Jogindra Chandra Chakravarti; 

(0) Maulvi Kader Baksh ; and 

( 10 ) Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq Chaudhury. 

Tht Hon’ble Sir ASD-UR-RAHIM: The resolution before the 
Council refers to a subject of considerable importance but the Gov- 
ernment is not in a position to support it or to accept it though the 
object is a laudable one. The idea underlying the resolution is that 
the public, charitable and religious endowments are not at present — at 
least some of them — are not properly managed and applied to the 
purposes indicated by the endowments. I shall assume for the moment? 
that there is a case for an inquiry but the real question that arises 
upon this resolution is whether the committee such is is pro p ose d will 
be able to conduct the inquiry with any practical and beneficial 
results. A committee like this unless it is formed by an Act will 
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not be *U» to do much good. The committee will net be ahk to 
summon witnesses or call for documents and titWdeeds and elicit 
infomation relating^ to these endowments. I do not know if the 
bon ble mow of this resolution is aware that a committee was 
appointed some time back to inquire into some of these endowments. 
The largest endowment that the committee had to deal with was the 
Mohsin Fund which was under the control of the Government and the 
Government was in a position to stipply the facts Elating to that 
Trust. That committee made some suggestions regarding this endow- 
ment but as regards the general position with respect to endowed pro- 
perties they pointed out that they had no power to investigate them 
and without that power they could do very little. Unless certain 
powers are given to this committee for obtaining information it is not 
likely to be helped by the trustees of these very endowments whose 
conduct is to be inquired into. It is not to be supposed that if these 
endowments are not properly managed the trustees will come forward 
voluntarily to help the committee to look into their affairs. I am 
sure we will not get any information whatever from them. On these 
grounds I say that an inquiry will be infructuous. Besides as has Wen 
pointed out by Babu Jogindra Chandra Chakravarti it will not by any 
means be an easy matter. On the contrary the position bristles with 
difficulties and I think that the mover w’ould be well advised to with- 
draw his resolution. I understand from him that he is very anxious 
to have information on behalf of the Muhammadan public as regards 
the state of Muhammadan charitable trusts. A resolution was passed 
in the Council the other day and the Government is considering that 
question and we shall be able to pass orders soon. I think that will 
satisfy the Muhammadan members of the Council who are especially 
interested in the proper management of Muhammadan endowment and 
charitable funds. I do not therefore think that the members of the 
House will advance the cause which the hon’ble mover has in view by 
passing the resolution. 

The motion of Maulvi Zannoor Ahmed was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The following motions fall through on account 
of the decision come to by the Council to refer the Bengal Tenancy 
Amendment Bill to a Select Committee 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: “ This Council recommends to the Gov- 
ernment that immediate steps he taken to introduce a Bill to amend 
the Tenancy Act so as to allow the tenants the right— 

(«) to transfer occupancy holdings; 

(it) to cut down trees on holdings; 

(**) to dig wells and tanks; 
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(«v) tonab poeca kotutt oii t)u'Mdii|i; 

(if) to use postal receipts obtained tor money sent to samindar* 
by rent money-order as evidence of legal tender of rent 
without any formal proof thereof ; and 
(vi) to tender the amount of rent even before it falls due.” 

Mttllvi RAJ IB UODIN TARAFDAR to move, by way of amend- 
ment, that to clause (i) of the above motion the following be added, 
namely: — 

“ subject to the payment of Rs. 2 per cent, of the sale price as 
nazarana of the ranilndar.” 

fiflaulvi BHAH IYED EMDADUL HAQ: “This Council recom- 
mends to the Government that steps be taken to so amend the Bengal 
Tenancy Act as to safeguard the interest of tenants in the following 
ways : — 

(a) that the tenants be allowed to excavate tanks, etc., and to 

construct mosques, temples and buildings on their raiyati 
holdings without any permission from the landlords; 

(b) that the tenants be allowed to cut down trees on their hold- 

ings without any nazarana to land-owners; 

(c) that the tenants be allowed to purchase and sell their rights 

freely like kayemi rights ; 

(d) that the lands of a tenant who holds less than 12 biglias be 

not liable to be attached and sold in execution of a money 
decree for arrears of rent ; 

(e) that the tenants be not liable to pay an enhancement of rent, 

on account of rise in the price of crops ; 

if) that the under-raiyati rights be declared to have all the 
advantages of an occupancy raiyati right; 

(g) that for arrears of rent no compensation more than the interest 

provided by law be allowed ; and 

(h) that the jotes of pargana Patildaha be declared inheritable.” 

Haji LAL MAHAMMED: “This Council reoommends to the Gov- 
ernment that steps be taken to give the occupancy raiyat the right — 

(*) to cut down trees ; 

(it) to construct buildings; and 
(tit) to excavate tanks; 


on his own lands.” 
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iHAH^§yiD EMDADUL HAQ to move, by way of amendment, 
that in the above motion, line 2, after the word ” r&iyat ” the words 
49 and ondiNraiyat *• be inserted. 

Maalvi It Ad I i UDDIN TARAFDAR: “ This Council recommends- 
to the Government that the right of the occupancy raiyats to cut down 
trees in their holdings, that has been taken away from them under 
section 23 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, be immediately restored to 
them, free from any restrictions, and that the proper modifications be* 
made in the said section/* 

Mautvi EKRAMUL HUQ: May I rise to a point of order. So far 
as clause (vi) of my resolution is concerned, I think it involves a new 
principle which is not noticed in the amending Bill. As such I am 
entitled to move that portion of my resolution. But if the Hon’ble 
Member in charge . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot allow you to make a speech. Will 
you please state your point of order as briefly as possible!' 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: So far as clause (rt) of my resolution is 
concerned I beg to submit that it enunciates a new principle which is 
not to be found in the Bill introduced by the Hon’ble Member. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order! It is open to you either in the 
Select Committee or in the Council, when the Bill comes under con- 
sideration, to move amendments. The Bill as introduced in Council 
appears to me to cover all the points mentioned in your resolution and 
so your motion along with the others are out of order. 


Introduction of the system of doetton in District loar*. 

Mfci ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI: I move that this Council 
recommends to the Government that early steps be taken to introduce the 
system of election in all those District Boards of this province in which 
the system has not yet been introduced. 

The subject-matter of this resolution is one I think of a non-contro- 
versial character for I think there are few member* of the House who 
deny the right of election to the District Boards in which elective system 
has not yet been extended. So far as I am aware there are only two 
District Boards in which this system bas not yet been introduced— I mean 
Malda and Jalpaiguri. I cannot understand why this right— I think it 
is the most elementary right of the people for the management of their 
own local affaire— has still been withheld from these two District Boards. 
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The situation is rather absurd for bot^t^eae JHstliot lureejpt the 

right to send representatives to the Provincial Council, to the Legislative 
Assembly and to the Council of State but their right of control over the 
local affairs by their elected representatives is yet to be recognised* It 
passes my comprehension how Government ean sleep over ^he matter and 
not extend the elective system to these two districts. It is hoped 
that Government will take early steps to remove this anamoly. I do 
hope that I shall have the support of the members of this House in the 
matter. 


Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: I am entirely in favour of the principle 
which underlies this resolution. It is of course an anamply that electors 
should have the right to elect a member of the Legislative Council while 
they at the same time are denied the right to elect their representatives 
to Local and District Boards. But, Sir, there are certain peculiarities 
in regard to the Districts of Jailpaiguri and Darjeeling which I should 
like to place before the House. Those districts are peculiar in Bengal in 
that they possess a very large and flourishing tea industry.. These dis- 
tricts have many crores of capital invested in them and employ about 
*250 thousand labourers. I need not dilate in this Council upon the 
importance of the tea industry to the province and, indeed, to India itself 
but I would draw the attention of the House to the fact that local self- 
government is of the greatest importance to the industry. We are, for 
instance, striving to improve the health of our labour and with the health 
of the labour is associated the general health of the two districts of 
Darjeeling and Jailpaiguri; roads also are of paramount importance to 
the industry. We must have good roads to export our tea. The question, 
therefore, is if the elective system is applied to these District Boards, 
will there be any special arrangement made for the representation of tea 
industry? I have myself been a member of the Jailpaiguri District 
Board for over 10 years and I am quite sure that the Indian leaders 
whether they be members of the District Board or not will testify to the 
value of the work of the British planting members of the Jalpaignri 
District Board. Our relation with our Indian comrades have always been 
most happy and we have striven 1 together for the common good. I ask, 
therefore, Sir, whether it is possible for the Hon'ble Member who moves 
this revolution to append a clause something to this effect “ having 
due regard to the adequate representation of the tea industry. ” 


SHAM EYED EMDADUL HAQ moved by way of amendment that 
in the motion of Babu Romesh Chandra Bagchi, line 3, after the word 
41 District ” the words “ and local ” be inserted, and delivered a speech 
in Bengali in support of it. 


The English translation of which is as follows; — 

In supporting the original resolution I move this amendment that the 
Local Boards should alao“be taken in with the District Boards* If there 
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■? the D “ Wct Board *> tk « re * hou W be elections for the 
local Emms alio, where there aw not any now. When it is proposed to 
increase -the powers of the District Boards in Bengal by legislation, 
there ia:*o reason why some of the Local Boards should be left out! 

KhM Bahadur Matrivi MU8HARAF HOMAINi I have the honour 
to represent both Malda and Jalpaiguri about which this resolution is 
being moved. So I must speak a word or two so far as Jalpaiguri is 
concerned. I have nothing to say as regards Malda if the elective system 
is extended to that place. So far as Jalpaiguri is concerned the leading 
Muhammadans of that place are of opinion that unless the law is amended 
so as to secure the proper representation of minorities, the elective system 
should not be introduced there. 


Bftbu KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY* In supporting (he resolu- 
tion, I fro on the immutable principle of representation by election and 
not by means of nomination. Any civilised country that boasts of its 
education and civilization cannot possibly do without the introduction 
of the system of election. In the words of the authors of the Montagu- 
Chelmsford Report on Indian Constitutional Reforms, I say that the 
inevitable result of education is the desire for self-determination; and 
the demand that now comes from the educated classes of India is no 
more than the right and natural outcome of the work of a hundred years. 
They further say : 

There can he no question of going hack on or of withholding, the education 
and enlightenment in which ue ourselves believe, and yet the more «e pursue 
our present course without at the same time providing the opportunities for 
the satisfaction of the desires which it creates, the more unpopular and d'ffleulfc 
must our present Government become and the worse must be the effort upon 
the mind of India. 

The principle of self-determination is emphatically reiterated in another 
sentence of the Report : 

Indians must he enabled, in so far as they attain responsibility, to determine 
for themselves what they want done. The process will begin in local affairs 
which we have long since intended and promised to make over to them. 

and they laid down their first formula a# follows : 

There should be as far as possible complete popular control in local bodies 
and the largest possible independence for them of outside control. 

Later on they say : 

Our intention is that substantial elected majorities should be conceded iir 
boards of both kinds (meaning municipal and rural) and that the system of 
nomination should be retained only in order to secure the necessary represent a 
tion of minorities, and the presence of a few officials as expert advisers* without 
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Sir, these are beautiful principles and apparently honest intentions. 
Why then should those principles be deviated from, and why have those 
clear intentions of the authors of the present Reform Scheme not been 
carried in total Elective system is in vogue in every form of civilised 
governments of the world, and if after more than a century and a half 
of civilising process on the part of onr rulers, there are still left many 
rural areas which are not considered fit to have the privilege of the 
elective principle, it certainly reflects no great credit on the methods of 
administration hitherto adopted. 

Sir, may I not, therefore, appeal to the members of the House to 
allow the elementary principle of the system of election to the people of 
Malda and Jalpaiguri and such other District Boards where this system 
has not been introduced even nowP 

Tht Hon’blt Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Nadia* I have myself been an elected Chairman of a District Board 
and I sympathize with B&bu Romes Chandra Bagehi’s desire to extend 
the elective system to all district boards of this province where it does 
exist. He is aware that in the last five years the Government of Bengal 
have taken measures for the extension of the elective system in conson- 
ance with the Government of India’s Resolution of 1918 on Iiooal Self- 
Government. There still, however remains two districts, viz., Malda and 
Jalpaiguri, iu which the elective system for district hoards is not in 
force. As this House is well aware, the elected portion of the members 
of the district hoard is elected at meetings of the local boards in each 
district, and where local hoards do not exist there is under the law' as it 
stands at present no electorate for electing district boards. Now under 
section (I of the I local Self-Government Act a local hoard can he estab- 
lished in any subdivision or iu any two or more subdivisions combined, 
but thut Act does not provide for the creation of local hoards in the 
absence of subdivisions. 

There were until 2 or 8 months ago no subdivisions in the Malda 
district, and only one, ri; M Alipur Duurs, in the Jalpaiguri district. 
The Alipur Duars Subdivision has a local hoard which elects 3 out of 27 
members of the Jalpaiguri District Board, hut in the absence of other 
subdivisions in that district, it was necessary to nominate the remaining 
members of the board. There were no subdivisions in Malda and there- 
fore no local boards and consequently all the members of the district 
board bad to be nominated. Sadar Subdivisions have just recently been 
created in both these districts and w T e can now consider the question of 
forming local boards for these areas and so getting an elected element 
for the district boards. You might say that there is another way of 
creating local boards in districts which have no subdivisions. 
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K i. the Villas Self-Government Act h M made eome 

alteration in &e law and section 6 of the Local Self-Government Act 
has been amended under Schedule I of the Tillage Self-Government Act 
so as to require a local hoard to be established in every district or part 
of a district in which the Village Self-Government AcT is in foreT 

The Village Self-Government Act is being extended cautiously 
throughout Bengal; where we find that the people are sufficiently 
advanced and are desirous of having union lioards, the Circle officers 
whose posts have been sanctioned by this House are drawing up 
elaborate proposals for the division of districts into unions with n view 
to the formation of union boards. The Village Self-Government Act is 
then extended to such districts and it becomes necessary under the law 
even if subdivisions did not exist, to establish local 'boards in such 
districts. 

Malda, however, is a somewhat backward district, and so fur the 
Village Self-Government Act has not come into force into this part of 
Bengal. With the new Circle Officers, whose posts have been sanctioned 
by the legislative Council, I hope that we sbull be able to proceed more 
quickly in preparing the way for the introduction of this Act and the 
formation of union boards. 

Similarly in Jalpai'guri if it is found practicable to establish union 
boards, we shall be in a position to create additional local lwiards which 
will then elect members to the district board. 

It will thus appear that at present there are legal difficulties in 
giving effect to the wishes of the mover of this resolution — although the 
creation of Sadar Subdivisions for Malda and Jalpaiguri has removed 
these difficulties in respect of a portion of these districts. 

We have placed Mr. Hart, an experienced officer on special duty, 
during the cold weather to advise Government as to the lines on which 
the Local Self-Government Act should be amended, and I can promise 
the mover of this resolution that his desire to secure the further exten- 
sion of the elective system for district hoards will be home in mind 
when we consider the proposals made for the general amendment and 
consolidation of the law of local self-government. 

I hope that with this assurance Balm Romes Chandra* Bagchi may he 
willing to withdraw his resolution. 

Baba ROMES CHANDRA BAGCHI: As regard the point raised 
by the Hon’ble Member in charge that Malda has got no subdivision 
and hence there are legal difficulties in extending the right of electiou 
to the Malda district board, I beg to point out that the district of Bogra 
baa got no subdivision and yet it has got the elective system introduced 
in the district board. So 1 cannot understand why distinction should 
be made between Malda and Bogra where no difference lies between 
them. 


19a 
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The motion of Shah Syed Emdadul Haq that in the motion of Babu 
Homes Chandra Bagehi, line 3, after the word “ District 99 the words 
“ and Local ” be inserted, was then put and agreed to. 

The following motion was then put and agreed to: — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that early steps be 
taken to introduce the system of election in all those district 
and local boards of this province in which the system has not 
yet been introduced.” 


Pollution of tho River Hooghly. 


Dr. ilDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I beg to move that this Council 
recommends to the Government that a committee consisting of the 
following members of the Council be formed to work in collaboration 
with two experts, viz., Major Stewart, the Director of Public Health, 
Bengal, and Sir Nilratau Sarkar, for the purpose of ascertaining the 
cause of pollution of the River Hooghly, and to recommend measures, 
legislative or otherwise, to prevent pollution in future: — 

Babu Surendra Nath Rav; 

Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea; 

Babu Khagendra Nath Ganguly; 

Babu Boroda Prosad Dey; 

Maulvi Wahed Hossain; 

Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri ; 

Mr. A. C. Banerjee ; and 

Mover. 


The question that I have the honour to bring before the House could 
be discussed, looked at from two points of view. As a matter of fact, 
the records show that in the previous meetings of the Council, before 
the Reforms Act, in the years 1918 and 1919, two resolutions were 
brought before this House by the Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra 
Mitra Bahadur, in one of which he took up the question from the sani- 
tary standpoint and in the other from the religious. It is obvious that 
both these standpoints have to be considered in a question of this 
character but for the present moment I shall confine myself to the 
sanitary aspect of the matter. It is a painful experience for a person 
who has got to go about the different parts of Calcutta to see the effect 
that is being produced on the people ! of a place which was at one time 
the metropolis of India — I mean the town of Calcutta — suffering from 
year to year and more and more from the effects of drinking — what I 
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might call polluted water of the Hirer Hooghly. And I shall bring 
forth evidence Ip show that what I have said is correct. The history of 
the inquiry the cause and effect of the pollution of the River 
Hooghly dates back to the year 1904 when a Special Committee was 
appointed, particularly as the growth of an increasing number of jute 
mills on either side of the Hooghly — I am reading from the resume of 
that report-led to an increasing number of septic tank installations 
and an increasing number of latrines being erected practically every 
month, and it was alleged that the effluent from these tanks led to the 
pollution of the river. The committee reported in December of the 
same year. The question of land treatment of the sewage and land 
filtration treatment of the effluents was not considered feasible by this 
committee and an expert was requisitioned for bv the Bengal Govern- 
ment from England and Dr. Fowler was sent by the Royal Commission 
on Sewafce Disposal. This Dr. Fowler and Captain dementia, the then 
Sanitary Commissioner of Bengal, as his associate in this inquiry, and 
I shall quote a few sentences from this report which I have before me 
now to show the opinion that I)r. Fowler and Captain Clemesha held in 
the matter. Captain Clemesha said — he took up the bacteriological part 
of the question : “ I consider that there is no doubt whatever that there 

is a zone of pollution down the banks of the Hooghly, varying from .‘10 
to 100 yards w'ide and varying in intensity according to the amount of 
the sewage put into the river and the dilution it has undergone.” 

He goes on to say “ now it has been maintained by some people that 
the volume of water in the Hooghly is so huge that the small quantity 
of sewage that is put in by the towns on its banks cannot be recognized 
nor does it pollute the river sufficiently to impair health. We have a 
sample of w-ater taken in a strong current a good way from the bank, a 
long way from any single mill outfall, with evqry condition favourable 
for rapid dilution and yet considerable contamination can be demon- 
strated. ” The intake of Calcutta water at Pulta is several miles from the 
nearest mill and a contamination in the immediate neigh bourhood does 
not occur yet the Pulta water was found to be greatly contaminated. 

“Now of all the pollutions,” says Captain Clemesha, “that rivers 
are subject to, by far the most serious is the addition of sewage, specially 
in a country like India where unfiltered river water taken very near the 
edge, is the drinking water of thousands.” I may incidentally 
mention, what is probably in the knowledge of most of the Indian 
members here, that there are yet a large number of devout Hindus who 
will not drink any wrater except that taken from the river itself. They 
will not use the ordinary tap water. “ There can be no manner of 
doubt, ” says Captain Clemesha, “ that the admission of comparatively 
small quantities of septic tan£ effluent will increase the number of 
pathogenic germs present and as such will be a menace to health. 
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Septic tank effluents of the very best quality in this country will give 
positive reaction for colt in a dilution of 1 in 10,000 and for tporogene* 
1 in 1,000. ” Captain Clemesha continues : “ It is not to be supposed 
that the whole of the faecal pollution along the banks of the river is due 
to the mills as the people living along the banks themselves are to blame 
to a considerable extent, but it must be remembered that 15,000 gallons 
of septic tank effluent (from one mill) contains the faecal contamination of 
4,000 people, working in the mill. ” 

This report inquired into and made suggestions for the use of special 
forms of filter contact beds with the details of which I need not trouble 
the House, because they are of too technical a nature. Suggestions have 
been made regarding the use of the effluent for boilers or as flush water 
for latrines thereby minimizing the amount of dicharge finally into the 
river. The question of discharging the effluent into midstream is also 
inquired into and discussed. 

This admirable report also discussed various other methods of disposal 
of the effluent, for instance, by intermittent filtration over land or by 
broad irrigation which has been carried out in other countries. Sugges- 
tions were also made for the establishment of a laboratory to 
test samples from latrines tanks and give advice. This was 
in 1906. The question is what has been done from that day 
till to-day and what is the result? In accordance to the 
Fowler Report, a Public Health Laboratory was established and a highly 
paid officer was kept in charge, an Inspector of Nuisance, or whatever 
name be given to him, was also appointed to look into these septic tank 
latrines; additions were made to the Factory Rules. From the wording 
of these rules it is clean that the effluent from septic tank latrine instal- 
lations shall not be discharged into any river unless it is free from faecal 
contamination and unless it has been sterilized by the addition of 6 grains 
of chlorimated lime to one gallon of effluent. So far as we can gather 
from the evidence of outside witnesses as well as the evidence of the 
Director of Public Health himself, the septic tank effluents as discharged 
into Hooghly to-day, are very badly contaminated. In the year 1922-23 
the Calcutta Corporation had its own analyst sent over to examine 
the effluent from the different septic tank latrines as well as to examine 
bacteriologically and chemically the river water both from the bank of 
the river as well as from the midstream. During the examination the 
water from the midsteam was found to be more contaminated by the 
Corporation Analyst than was found to be the case by Dr. Fowler in 1906, 
but it was purer than the water from the bathing ghats or from the 
various khals into which the effluent was allowed to flow. In this 
connection it would be interesting to note that this gentleman further 
tested the water from the Khurda khal, Tittagarh kbal and also from 
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Ichapnr fckal, and found that the water of the Khurda and Tittagarh 
khala into which the effluent from the septic tank latrines was allowed 
to run wan highly contaminated but the water of the Ichapur khal which 
receives no effluent from any tank was decidedly superior. The report 
of the Analyst of the Corporation in the year 1923 was worse than the 
report of August, 1922. I have got both the reports in my hand now. 
Another examination was made by him in the middle of 1923 which 
gave similar results. 

The committee I propose will take step to get an outside analyst to 
examine the septic tank effluents in addition to the examinations now 
being held by the Public Health Department. My reason for suggesting 
this is that in the year 1923 when, as I have said, the Corporation 
Analyst examined the septic tank effluents he found that 33 per cent, of the 
effluents contained fa»cal contamination to the extent of 1 million bacilli 
per C.C. whereas the Public Health report says that the total number 
of effluents found contaminated amounted to 10 per cent, of the total 
number examined. Therefore, there is a certain amount of variation in 
the statement made bv the two departments. In this connection. Sir, I 
may be permitted to bring before the House what other countries have 
done when faced with a similar situation. In Tillman’s book on Water 
Purification and Sewage Disposal I find that 

The vast increase of large towns aiul the unexpected progress of industry 
led to the most serious nuisance in the disposal of sewage into rivers. Many 
large towns are dependent on river water. The filter cannot remove dissolved 
filth nor can it sterilire water. 


Even if the water is not used for drinking purposes infection may occur 
from washing utensils and bathing in water so contaminated such as 
was the case when an epidemic of cholera broke out being caused by such 
practices being followed in Constantinople. When this matter was 
brought to the notice of the Health authorities in the year 1842, the Law 
Commissioners in England reported that an outfall should be construct- 
ed to remove the sewage of cities where it could lie disposed of without 
polluting the streams. This recommendation fell on deaf ears as probably 
it might fall on deaf ears here to-day. The sewers which were built long 
ago discharged into the river; so the Public Health Act was passed in 
1848 but it had little effec t. The Nuisance Removal Act of 1858 was 
then passed at the close of a severe epidemic that was raging at that 
time. A Commission appointed in 1865 gave certain indications in their 
report as to how the latrines ought to be constructed and so on and 
although powers were given to a central body to compel the local author- 
ities to construct and maintain sewers nothing happened till 1872 when 
an Act was passed which facilitated the combination of local authorities 
for joint sewerage works and divided the country into urban and rural 
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sanitary districts. Finally in 1875 all these Acts were replaced by the 
Public Health Act which is the present general law for sewage disposal 
in England and Wales. This Act of 1875 was reinforced by the River 
Pollution Prevention Act of 1876 and 1893 making it an offence for any 
person to discharge or permit to be discharged into any stream any solid 
*or liquid sewage matter. The Local Government Act of 1888 specially 
•authorized the County Councils to enforce the River Pollution Prevention 
Act of 1876 and the extremely offensive conditions in certain river basins 
were met by Acts forming local boards to deal summarily with these 
problems. 

Therefore, the proposal that I am putting forward before the Council 
to-day is not merely to inquire as to whether there is pollution of the 
river Hooghly but also to find out the extent of this pollution, to find 
out who are responsible for this pollution, to find out whether 
the new rules under the Factories Act are being enforced and carried out 
as they should be. It is also to find out whether the other suggestions 
of the Fowler Committee have been carried out and if not who are 
responsible for it. It is not only on the destructive side, if I may put 
it that way, of the inquiry that I am putting stress on, but I am asking 
the Council to give support to this proposal because the committee will 
have to suggest, in case it is found with reference to any particular 
septic tank installation that the discharge from it into the river cannot 
be avoided, whether the effluent from the latrines could be made to run 
into the river in such a way as not to contaminate the water-supply or 
whether there is any other method in which the effluent can be disposed 
of; for instance, whether the effluent after proper treatment cannot be 
diverted into tanks to flush out the latrines so that it should not get into 
the river at all. Rut I would go further and it is a broader question — 
whether the effluent could, in the case of certain installations be taken 
away from the river towards the land side and be treated by either 
filtration or irrigation method. Further, there has been a question 
raised, not only in the Calcutta Corporation but also among the public 
as to the danger which the people are running to-day with regard to 
the silting up of the Bidhyadhari. I have seen the records of the doings 
of that river 40 or 50 years ago which said that the river bed extended up 
to Ranchrapara and the difference in the height between the ebb and flow 
tides at Rnnchrap&ra used to be 8 feet showing that at that time it was 
a live river. 

[At this stage the Hon’ble the President left the Chamber and Babu 
Jatindra Nath Basu took the Chair.] 

It used to drain the water of the Salt Lake area and of low lands 
round about ft. The question is whether there is any possibility of 
diverting the effluent of thtie septic tanks latrines and also the muni- 
cipal drains into a canal, or drains artificially created, so that all the 
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rater may ru# into the Bidyadhari and keep it alive. That is the 
uestion which must be decided by the committee. It is a well-known 
wt — I will no^tefer to the fact as one of cause and effect— that owing to 
be silting up of the Bidyadhari, the places which I have the honour 

> represent in this Council like Halisahar and other municipalities in 
lat area, which were more or less very healthy 60 years ago, are now 
ractically depopulated on account of the malarial infection in these 
i*eas. The question is whether along with suggestions for the removal 
l pollution from the river any constructive suggestion can be made 

> develop these areas, as well as to find an outlet for the effluent of 
lese latrines. Although for my present purposes I have referred to the 
ptic tank installations only but one cannot forget the fact that in the 
jar future, Calcutta is going to be developed and very likely will 
ivelop more towards the north than towards the south. When that 
•velopment takes place these municipalities will have a huge problem 
sfore them in order to find an outlet for the disposing of their sewage, 
s a matter of fact two of the municipalities — Titagarh and Naihati— 
e at the present moment discussing the matter of the disposal of that 
wage. Therefore, this question has to be taken from the particular 
andpoint as to how to meet the necessity which is before us, as soon 

these municipalities develop, as they are bound to. Finally, it may 
■ within the province of this committee to say whether it is necessary 
introduce in Bengal a River Pollution Act similar to that prevailing 
England and America, which would probably create local bodies or 
ral boards which would see that the effluents which run into the river 
« kept as sterile as possible. With these words, Sir, I beg to put ray 
[>tion before the House for its acceptance. Before finishing, however, 
would like to mention with regard to the personnel of the committee, 
impose Babu Kmendra Nath Ray, as he is a chairman of the suburban 
imicipality on the river, Babu Ehagendra Nath Ganguly comes from 
owrah, representing the areas on the other side of the river, so does 
ibu Boroda Prosad Dey. Manlvi W’ahed Hossain is my Moslem 
lleague in the Council representing municipalities north of Calcutta, 
u Harendranath Chaudhuri has unique opportunities of learning the 
ndition of the river because he lives on the riverside. Mr. Benerjee 
s dealt with this question both in the Calcutta Corporation and in 
ler places, and I therefore suggest his name. Dr. Promathanath 
nerjea represents & Calcutta constituency but he has definite ideas 
the subject and I have therefore put down bis name. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: I beg to move, by way of amendment, that in 
s motion of Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy, after the name Mr. A. C, 
jterjee, the name Mr. R. N. Band be inserted. 

He will represent the Commercial Community on the committee* 
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Maulvi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUOHURY: I beg to move, by 
way of amendment, that in the motion of Dr. Bidban Chandra Roy the 
following names be inserted after the name Mr. A. C. Banerjee, 
namely — 

Manlvi Abdur Raschid Khan. 

Maulvi Basar Mahammad. 

Maulvi Najrauddin Ahmed. 

The reason for the inclusion of these names is that the first named 
gentleman is the Deputy Executive Officer of the Calcutta Corporation, 
and he was at one time the Vice-Chairman of the Noakhali Municipa- 
lity, and Noakhali is bordered by rivers. Maulvi Najmuddin Ahmed 
is a representative of Hooghly and Howrah Rural 'Areas, and these 
areas are much concerned with this resolution. Maulvi Basar 
Mahammad comes from a district where he is the member of the muni- 
cipality, and it may be of interest to the member of a mu fossa 1 muni- 
cipality to have a voice in a matter like this, so that he may have some 
ideas of improving his own municipality. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved by way of amendment, that 
in the motion of Dr. Bidhun Chandra Roy, last two lines, for the words 
“ and Mover ” the following be substituted, namely — 

Babu Hemanta Kumar Sarkar; 

Maulvi Ekramul Huq; and the Mover. 

He spoke in Bengali. The mover said that he had obtained the 
consent of the gentlemen whose names he had proposed, but that he 
wps not very keen on having his name inserted. 

Babu BORODA PR08AD DEY: After the most informed speech 
of the mover of this resolution, if I stand to take up the time of this 
Council, it is because I happen to represent the municipalities in the 
Hooghly District, which are almost all, except one, interested in this 
motion. It is not unknown to the members of this Council that there 
are a very large number of mills situated on both sides of the River 
Hooghly, and it is also known that the feeling in regard to this matter 
of the pollution of the river in the aforesaid areas is indeed very keen, 
I may say, almost indignant. Well, it is wholly, or perhap* mainly 
that the effluents from the septic tanks that are responsible for this con- 
dition of the River Hooghly. There are also other discharges from 
these mills which also affect the condition of the river water. It must 
be said that we, representing the public, are not at all inimically dis- 
posed towards these mills. They are really ornaments to our respective 
municipalities, they have done a great deal to bring food to many 
mouths. So it is not Exactly in a spirit of enmity that we feel interest- 
ed in this question ; but it is undeniable that the condition of the river 
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water is *$$h that people cannot really use it for drinking or culinary 
purposes. The question of sanitation is very closely connected with this- 
question. There is also the question of religious feeling involved in it ; 
and I would not be true to myself if I do not bring to the notice of the 
Council that there are orthodox Hindus, call them orthodox if you like, 
who really feel very much indignant that their sacred river is being 
polluted in this fashion by the effluents of these septic tanks and other 
discharges. So I have very great pleasure in supporting this resolu- 
tion and hope that it will be accepted by the Council. 

Matllvi WAHED H0S8AIN: I rise to support the resolution so ably 
moved by Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy. I shall give you, Sir, two point* 
for consideration. It is not a question of sentiment upon which I 
support the resolution, but it is a question of the utmost importance,, 
having regard to the consideration of health. The purity of drinking 
water is of the utmost importance to everyone who desires to live & 
healthy life. Consequently, the purity of the River Hooghly which 
supplies drinking water to millions of human beings residing on both 
sides of the river is equally important. For a long time frequent com- 
plaints have been heard regarding the pollution of the River Hooghly 
by the discharge of effluents from the septic tanks. I need not dilate 
upon this subject, but one fact is clear that within a very short space 
of time new mills have l>een established and the number of septic tanks 
has increased and the discharge of the effluents from such septic tanks 
has been greater. Consequently one must be too bold to say that the 
discharged effluents do not pollute the river water. This subject was 
brought forward in the old Council in 1922 by Rai Mohendra Chandra* 
Mitra Bahadur, and what he said : he referred to the report of 
Dr. Fowler. There is one sentence that is very important. The Doctor 
pointed out that the septic tank effluent must be regarded as extremely 
dangerous even in a small quantity. The effluent unsterilieed contains 
millions of bascilli in every fluid ounce of water. Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea, the then Minsiter in charge of liOcal Self-Government, 
practically conceded this point. He gave the House to understand' 
that Dr. Bentley was preparing a report on the subject which was then 
in the Press, and that upon the basis of that report, Government 
desired to undertake a comprehensive programme. We do not know 
what became of that report (Hear, hear), and what are the recommenda- 
tions of Dr. Bentley for avoiding the pollution of water. However, 
Sir, the Rai Bahadur’s resolution demanded a monthly bacteriological 
examination of all septic tank effluents; Government met him half- 
way and assured him that there would be bacteriological examination* 
from time to time. I am not aware bow many examinations were held 
during the last three years, and whether the results of such examina- 
tions have been published for public information. The present resolu- 
tion, which has been brought forward by Dr. Roy, is quite different 
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from the former resolution : it simply recommends to Government the 
appointment of a committee to inquire into the matter with the help 
of experts* Sometime ago there was a talk even in the old Council of 
a River Pollution Act, but it ended in smoke. The present resolution 
-seems to be very modest and reasonable. Expediency as well as con- 
siderations of health plead for its adoption. I therefore support the 
resolution on the grounds I have already stated. 

. Babti 8URENDRA NATH RAY: We have heard the lucid speech 
of Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy. He has explained some of the causes of 
the pollution of the River Hooghly and he has asked the Government 
to recommend measures — legislative or otherwise — to prevent the pollu- 
tion in future. This question of the pollution of the River Hooghly 
has been engaging the attention of the public as well as of Government 
^ince 1904 in which year a committee was appointed to inquire into the 
matter. A well-known zamindar, Raja Peary Mohan Mukherji, on 
behalf of the public sent in a note to that committee and that note was 
very disagreeable to Government. In 1920 Rai Mohendra Chandra 
Mitter Bahadur moved in the old Council for taking steps to ascertain 
the cause of the pollution of the river but he was practically brow- 
beaten by the then Member in charge. But the Rai Bahadur persisted 
and a gentleman from the Punjab by the name of Dr. Bantra was 
brought here to inquire into this question as if there was no body here 
not even in the Indian Medical Service to inquire into the matter. 
About three years ago we asked the Minister in charge of Local Self- 
government, Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, as to whether any report 
had been received from Dr. Bantra and in reply we were told that the 
report was in the hands of Dr. Bentley. Whenever afterwards we 
asked any question about the report we were told that the report would 
be submitted in due time. Sir, in the 53rd Annual Report of the 
Department of Public Health we find that the report was then under 
preparation. I personally asked Dr. Bentley as to when he vras going 
to submit his report and he said that he was going to England on 
leave and that he was taking the report with him and would ask the 
•opinions of experts there and would then submit his report. Dr, 
Bentley has taken long leave and so it is not going to be submitted 
for a very long time yet. Dr. Bantra \s report was never submitted 
before the public. There was a Sanitary Board in the pre-Reform 
days and in that board were Sir Nilratan Sircar, myself and Mr, 
Ashworth who was the Chairman of the Naihati Municipality and the 
Manager of the Gouripur Oil Mill. As member of that Board we went 
and examined the septic tanks at Naihati. I do not remember exactly 
whether Sir Nilratan Sirkar submitted his report or not but we were 
all satisfied that it was absolutely necessary that steps should be taken 
to prevent pollution of the River Hooghly. The Calcutta Corporation 
lias placed an officer to look after the water of the Falta Water Works 
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and ^ re|arta that things are very bad and that water is not what it 
should be and that the people of Calcutta should not drink it. We are 
very thankful to Dr. Roy for bringing forward this motion. It is a wry 
timely motion and a very necessary one and I heartily support it. 

Mr. R. H. BANDS I have listened with interest to Dr. Roy’s speech 
recommending that a committee be formed for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the cause of pollution of the River Hooghly. Dr. Roy’s speech 
in support of his motion cover a great deal of ground. But I should 
like to reply only to that part of his speech which refers to septic tanks. 
He says that the matter has been under discussion since 1904. Within 
that time the number of mills have been trebled and it would not have 
been possible to develop the mill industry if the septic tanks had not 
been introduced in the mills and without these tanks the health of the 
people would not have been safe to-day. I may say the effluents of the 
tanks are treated in a proper manner. Further, I would like to say that, 
for the past two years the drinking water on the mills has been analysed 
by Major Stewart and in all cases it was certified to he of the highest 
standard of purity. Sir, Dr. Roy in his speech mentioned the muni- 
cipalities of Titagar and Kankinara in connection with the question of 
the disposal of sewerage. T would like to mention here that some years 
ago when the jute mills were in a more prosperous condition than they 
are now they contributed considerable sums of money for the improve- 
ment of municipalities. At Titagar and Kharda this money has been 
applied towards a sewerage scheme. The Titagar Sewerage Scheme will 
cost over Rs. 12 lakhs of which the mills have contributed Rs. (*,00,000. 
The work has been going on for the past two years and in another year 
the whole of the sewerage in the Titagar area will be completed. In the 
ease of Kankinara then? is a very large scheme in progress which will 
cost Rs. 25 to Rs. .*15 lakhs. In mentioning this I want to show that the 
jute mill industry is fully alive to the question of the pollution of the 
river and they welcome any inquiry and any committee. But I would 
augfcest that we should wait until Dr. Bentley returns. We know that 
for two years he has collected a large mass of data in connection with 
this question and if a committee is appointed in the meantime it will be 
helpless without that data. 

[At this stage the Hon’ble the President returned to the Chair.] 

The HonW* Maharaja KtHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahatfur af 
Nadia: This is no new Resolution ; Dr. Roy had given notice of it on 
more than one occaaion and I congratulate him on the fact that he is ai 
last able to secure its discussion by this Council, and for the very inter- 
esting informations he has plac ed before us. I may state at the outset 
that I have every sympathy with the intentions of the hcm’ble member 
but I doubt whether his proposal will really achieve the object he has 
in view. It is very certain that there is considerable pollution of the 
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Hooghly and Government, as at present advised, are disposed to think 
that legislation to control all forms of pollution is very desirable. It is 
commonly assumed that pollution is chiefly caused by the septic tank 
•effluents but our information is that these effluents are only a small frac- 
tion of the sources of pollution. There are said to be about 1,400 muni- 
cipal and other drains opening into the river and 88 refuse dumps on 
the banks, while many miles of the river frontage between Howrah and 
Hooghly Bridges are resorted to by the riparian population for the 
purposes of nature. I understand that in many localities, the foreshore 
between high and low water and just above is in an indescribably filthy 
condition. A River Pollution Prevention Bill is probably very 
essential there has been suggestions from more than one speakers to this 
effect this evening and I may state that Government are disposed to 
introduce legislation of this kind. The position, however, is that for 
4 »oinetime past Dr. Bentley has been shifting and compiling the large 
mass of materials which was collected by a Survey Staff employed for 
the purpose of investigating the extent and character of the pollution of 
the river. The materials on the subject had been collected with great 
care but they have all been taken by Dr. Bentley to England with the 
object of writing a report during his leave. Dr. Bentley’s report along 
with the information and materials collected by his department are 
essential towards the investigation which the proposed committee would 
make. We are sending a reminder to Dr. Bentley for the report again. 
Government would have no objection to appointing such a committee 
when all the materials which they will require are available. But it 
would be a waste of time and labour for them to collect afresh the 
information which is now in Dr. Bentley’s possession. This Council is 
aware that the duties of the Director of Public Health are very heavy 
and Dr. Bentley was unable to find the leisure which a report on such 
a subject requires before be went on leave. But as I said we are taking 
.ateps to get the mass of papers from Dr. Bentley. I hope thut Dr. Roy 
will agree to withdraw his Resolution for the preeeut. If, when 
Dr. Bentley’s report is available to the public, the members of this 
•Council still desire to appoint a committee to advise upon its recom- 
mendations, I promise them that Government will have no objection to 
euch a committee being formed. 


Dr. DIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: After a good deal of trouble I 
bave been able to have my proposal brought before the Council for dis- 
cussion and if I withdraw it now I do not know whether I shall be able 
to have another resolution come before the Council in the near future. 
The question is whether we can afford to wait till Dr. Bentley’s return. 
Of course he has got certain facts and figures but I say his figures are 
old and he is not here — let us have our own figures. In spite of what 
Mr. Band says, the drinking water of the jute mills has not been found 
io be sterile. I have the report of the Director of Public Health with 
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ne. In 1928 th# samples taken from the septic tank show contamination 
n at least 79 jUfcent. in 1924 66 peT cent, and in 1926 it is 50 per cent. 
5ir, we have been asked to wait till Dr. Bentley's return but I ask, can 
ve afford to wait for a single day after this disclosure. If I were in the 
position of the Hon'ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia I would not have 
iraited for a single day. Does he not know what his own community is 
suffering from it in regard to this matttr. I for myself do not find my 
(ray to withdraw this motion. 

The amendment that in the motion of Dr. Bidhau Chandra Roy 
after the name Mr. A. C. Banerjee the name Mr. R. N. Band be 
inserted was then put and agreed to. 

The amendment that in the motion of Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy 
after the name Mr. A. C. Banerjee the following names be inserted, 
namely— Maulvi Abdur Raschid Khan, Maulvi Basur Mahammad, 
Maulvi Najmuddin Ahmed, was then put and agreed to. 

The amendment that in the motion of Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy 
after the name Mr. A. C. Banerjee the names Babu Hemanta Kumar 
Sarkar, Maulvi Ekramul Huq be inserted was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy was then put in the following 
amended form and agreed to : — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that a committee 
consisting of the following members of the Council be formed to work 
iu collaboration with two experts, vi:.. Major Stewart, the Director of 
Public Health, Bengal, and Sir Nilratan Sarkar, for the purpose of 
ascertaining the cause of pollution of the River Hooghly, and to recom- 
mend measures, legislative or otherwise, to prevent pollution in future . 

Babu Surendra Nath Ray; 

Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea; 

Babu Khagendra Nath Ganguly; 

Babu Boroda Prosad Dev; 

Maulvi Wabed Hossain; 

Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri ; 

Mr. A. C. Banerjee; 

Mr. R. N. Band; 

Maulvi Abdur Basok id Khan ; 

Maulvi Basar Mahammad ; 

Maulvi Najmuddin Ahmed; and 

Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy. 


Adjournment* 

The Council was then adjourned till 8 p.m. on Thursday, the 10th 
December, 1925, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 





Proceeding* of mi Bavigml UgW*iv# Couneil iiirtM Mto 
the provision* of the Government of Indio Art. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Thursday, the 10th December, 1926, at 3 p.m. 


The Hon’ble the President in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Member) 
of the Executive Council and* 125 nominated and elected members. 


•tarred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Sub-Deputy Magistrates. 

•LXXIX. Maulvi ZANNOOR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’bh 

Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to stab 
whether at least up to 1910 it was the intention of the Government t< 
vest only those Sub-Deputy Magistrates with first class power who fron 
their standing and abilities were likely to be promoted within 2 or ! 
years to the rank of Deputy Magistrate? 

(h) Is it a fact that instructions were accordingly issued to all Divi 
sional Commissioners in 1911? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Hon’ble Sir John Kerr admitted in the Benga 
Council in 1919, that Sub- Deputy Collectors, who had exercised secom 
class powers for some time and had shown themselves “ thoroughly fi 
for higher powers, were vested with first class magisterial powers ?” 

(d) Has the attention of the Hon'ble Member been drawn to— 

(f) speech of Sir John Kerr in Bengal Council in 1919; 

(iY) Bengal Government’s resolution No. 1646 A.D. of 21st June 
1920; and 

(lit) replies given by the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler to a questioi 
put by Lieutenant Bejoy Prosed Singh, m.l.c., in th 
Bengal Council in January 1922? 

(e) Is it a fact that selection grade was not filled up in accordanc 
with principles laid down in the above resolution? 

(f) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that disappointment and discon 
tent are now prevalent in the Subordinate Civil Service for not accepting 
the Donald Committee’s recommendations by the Government? 
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iff) WB ike Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether be 
iwceived odkpatation of some members of the Subordinate Civil Service 
in or aboil September last? 

(k) If (he answer to (g) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bie 
Member be pleased to state — 

(t) the points urged by the deputation ; and 

(it) the decision of the Government on all or any of those points? 

(i) Is it a fact that u circular has been recently issued to the effect 
that henceforward Sub-Deputy Magistrates will not lie vested with 
first class magisterial powers ? 

0) the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bie 
Member be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(k) Is it a fact that before the Donald Committee it was expressed 
on behalf of the Government of Bengal — 

(0 that the Sub-Deputy Magistrates would be freely given first 
class magisterial jK»wers; and 

(ii) that they would be placed in charge of some subdivisions? 

(l) If the answer to (k) is in the affirmative, will the Hou’ble 
Member be pleased to state why the policy has been suddenly abandoned? 

( i/i ) Is it a fact that it was pointed out by the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee that to abandon such a policy would be wasteful of man-power? 

MEMBER in charge of the APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson) : (a) This was their policy. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) What Sir John Kerr said was that owing to shortage of officers 
during the war Government had relaxed the previous restrictions, and 
had vested with first class powers a limited number of Sub-Deputy 
Magistrates with good judicial qualifications, apart from the question 
of their prospects of promotion to the Provincial Service. 

(d) , (i), (ii) and (mi) Yes. 

(e) No. 

(/) I am aware that the decision of Government involved disappoint- 
ment for members of the service and 1 should like to add that this 
decision does not imply any want of appreciation on the part of Govern- 
ment of the efficient and loyal assistance rendered by the service. 

(g) and (/*) I received a deputation on the 24th August, 1926. It 
is not possible in an answer to a question to go over the whole ground 
covered by a discussion with a deputation. The members of the deputa- 
tion made representations in respect of their duties, their pay, the 
proportion of promotions to the Provincial Service and the designation 
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of their service. Government do not propose to alter the pay or the 
proportion of promotions, or to make any substantial alteration in 
the sphere of their duties. Government have agreed to change the 
designation of the service to “ Bengal Junior Civil Service/* 

(i) Yes. 

(;) Because the decision to maintain two separate services involves 
a demarcation between the spheres of duties. 

(k) No. These proposals were considered, but were not accepted by 
Government. 

(7) The question does not arise. 

(t n) The member is referred to section (g) of Chapter VIII of the 
Coramittee*s Report. 

Ministerial staff of the Presidency College. 

•LXXX. Maulvi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: (a) Will 

the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state — 

(t) how many ministerial officers are in the Presidency College; 
and 

(it) how niuny of them are Mussulmans P 

(b) Are there any vacancies at the present moment P 

(r) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of appoint- 
ing Mussulmans to such post or posts P 

MEMBER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’MaBir Abd-ur.Rahim): (a) («) 14. 

(«) 3. 

(b) The post of the Steward fell vacant on 1st December, 1926, and is 
at present filled on an acting arrangement. 

(c) The appointment is at present being considered -by tbe Govern- 
ing Body. The principles regarding the employment of Moslems in 
ministerial appointments accepted by Government require that a Moslem 
should be appointed either in this vacancy or in the chain of vacancies 
created by the appointment. 


Magistrate of Faridpur. 

*LXXXI. Or. KUMUD SANKAR RAY I (a) Is the Hon’blo 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware that the present 
MtAgistrate of Faridpur has been holding his Court in his house P 



QUIS8TIUNS. 


am 

(b) If id, has his action met with the approval of the Government? 

(r) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of directing the Magistrate uot to bold 
his Court in his house? 

(d) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of providing sitting room accommodation 
for the litigant public and their respective lawyers? 

MEMBER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur-Rchim) : «i) The present Magistrate of Faridpur 1ms never 
held Court in his house. 

(b) The question does not arise. 

(c) No. 

id) The question does not arise. 


Eradication of water-hyacinth. 

•LXXXII. Batou NALINIRANJAN BARKER: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Indus- 
tries be pleased to state whether the Government have given any trial 
to Mr. Griffiths’ spray for the destruction of water-hyacinth since the 
purchase of his formula by the Government at a cost of Its. 40,000? 

<b) If so, in which part or parts of the province has it been tried 
and with what result? 

(c) Is it a fact that Mr. E. A. Moore, Assistant Engineer, Irriga- 
tion Department, and Mr. Kalipada Maitra, have been placed in special 
charge of the duties in connection with the eradication of water-hyacinth 
in the rivers and khals of Bengal? 

^(d) If so, what ure the qualifications and previous experience of 
these officers for such work? 

(e) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state whether the said Messrs. Moore and Maitra have 
been instructed to use Mr. Griffiths’ spray for this purpose? 

if) If not, what other process are they to adopt? 

(#) What parts of the province will for the present come within 
the operations directed by the said two officers and what is the exact 
plan on which they propose to proceed ? 

( h ) If these officers have been placed in charge of only some parti- 
cular part of the province, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
state whether it is in contemplation to appoint other officers for the 
remaining parts? 

30a 
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(t) If these officers have been appointed to look after the entire 
province, will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether the Gov- 
ernment have made an estimate of the time they will take to complete 
their work as also of the approximate cost that will be entailed? 

( j ) Are the Government considering the desirability of laying on 
the table a copy of the instructions issued to these officers and especially 
to Mr. Kalipada MaitraP 

(k) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that Mr. Addams- Williams, 
Chief Engineer, Irrigation Department, has designed a special lifter 
for dealing with water-hyacinth P 

(/) If so, what is the cost of such lifter, including cost of all 
machinery comprised in or connected therewith P 

(m) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether such 
lifter has actually been constructed by, or at the instance of, the Gov- 
ernment or by Mr. Addams- Williams? 

(n) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether any 
experiment has been carried out with such lifter? 

(o) If the answer to (n) is» in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state when, where, with what result and by whom 
was the experiment carried outP 


MEMBER in oharg* of the DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE ami 
INDU8TRIEB (the Hon’ble 8ir Hugh Stephenson): (a) to (;) The use of 

the Griffiths’ formula for 3 years was bought for the sum of Its. 22,500. 
A series of experiments have been made with it on a small scale in 
different parts of the province, as a result of which Government are 
not yet satisfied that the spray is an effective means of finally eradica- 
ting water-hyacinth from a given area. The experience gained seems 
to show that man-handling is an essential part of uny campaign against 
water-hyacinth on a large scale, and attention is now being directed to 
the collection of the data necessary for drawing up a scheme on these 
lines. The Irrigation Department have deputed Mr. E. A. Moore, 
Assistant Engineer, for this purpose, with special reference to the 
clearance of water channels, and Mr. Kalipada Maitra of the Bengal 
Civil Service, who has had considerable experience in the affected 
parts, has been placet! on special duty to collect information 
and opinions as to the area aud source of infection, the difficulties of 
dealing with it and the various conditions necessary to get concerted 
action against the pest. After these preliminaries have been comple- 
ted, Government hope to be in a position to place a definite scheme 
before the public, but at present can give no indication of the cost of 
such a scheme. 

(k) Yes, 
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(0 Tfce cost of a lifter depends on its capacity and varies between 
Bs. 5,000 and Rs. 25,000. 

(to) No 

(ft) and (o) Do not arise. 


Saraswati and Chea projeots. 

•LXXXIII. Babu 8ATYA KISHORE BANER4EE: («) Is the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation aware that 
the villagers on both sides of the river Saraswati and the Gheu nadi 
are willing to pay a considerable portion of the amount that will be 
required in putting the Saraswati and Ghea projects into immediate 
execution P 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether any such 
application has been received by the Government? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of instituting 
an inquiry to ascertain what is the approximate amount that cun be 
easily realised from the agriculturists benefiting by these schemes? 


MEMBER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (tho 
Hon’ble Maharaja Kshauniah Chandra Ray Bahadur of Nadia): (a) 

Government have no information on this point. 

(b) No. 

(r) No; the correct procedure is for those interested to apply to the 
Collector under section 3 of Act VI of 1920. 


Unemployed men in Bengal. 

•LXXXIV. Mr. A. C. BANERJEE; (a) Will the Hon’ble Mem. 
her in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state what steps, if any. have been taken for the ascertain, 
meat of the number of unemployed men in Bengal? 

(5) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the result obtained 
from the steps taken? 


Tha Hontria Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) No steps to this end 
have been taken. 

(5) The question does not arise. 
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Working hours of sotsnon employed in intend navigation. 

•LXXXV. Mr. M. DAUD: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Marine Department be pleased to state the daily or average 
weekly working hours of seamen employed in inland navigation in 
Bengal P 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether any legis- 
lation has been undertaken, in consultation with the employers and 
workers' organisations, relating to the limitation of the working hours 
of seamen employed in inland navigation in accordance with the recom- 
mendations of the Genoa International Labour Conference of 1920 P 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether the Government have ever examined or 
investigated the question of limiting the working hours of seamen 
employed in inland navigation to 8 hours in accordance with the draft 
conventions adopted at the International Labour Conference held at 
Washington in 1919? 

MEMBER in charge of the MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. if. Donald): (o'> Government have no up-to-date information on this 
subject . 

(b) No. 

(r) Yes. 

Unstarred Questions 

(answers to whioh were laid on the table). 

Appointments in the Calcutta Police. 

7S. Maulvi NAJMUDDIN AHMED: With reference to the reply 
given by Sir Hugh Stephenson to unstarred question No. 134 (e), put 
by Khan Bahadur S. Mali boob Alev on the 20th August last, that 
there are certain appointments in the Calcutta Police for which, from 
the nature of the work, Europeans are specially fitted and others for 
which Indians are specially fitted, will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Police Department be pleased to state the posts for which — 

(i) the Europeans are specially fitted on account of the nature of 
the work ; and 

(it) the Indians art 4 specially fitted on account of the nature of 
the work? 

MEMBER in ohtrgt of the POLICE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson): There are two main divisions 
in the Calcutta Police Force, vis., the investigating and the non- 
investigating branches. Both include all sections of the community. 
Speaking generally, the European Inspectors usually fall in the non- 
investigating branch, and the appointments for which they are speci- 
ally fitted on account of the nature of the work include such posts as 
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Inspector m charge of Fort William, Inspectors in charge of Govern- 
ment House, Inspectors in charge of different Guards, Armed Police 
Inspectors, Traffic Inspectors, Inspectors, Mounted Police, and Inspec- 
tor, Headquarters Reserve. 

The posts for which Indian Inspectors are specially fitted on account 
of the nature of the work, are generally important investigating posts. 

Promoted 8ub- Inspectors in the Calcutta Polios. 

79. Maulvi NAJMUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Ilon'ble Member 
in charge of the Police Department Ik* pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that Sub-Inspectors — 

(1) Babu Purna Ch. Mukhnrjee, 

(2) Babu Provut Nath Mukharji, 

(3) Babu Suresh Chandra Ghosh, 

(4) Babu Madan Mohan Cbakravarty, and 

(5) Babu Benode B. Bonerjee 

have been promoted to the rank of Inspector in supersession of many 
Moslem Sub-Inspectors, all of whom are senior to them? 

(b) Will the Ilon’ble Member Ik* pleased to state the respective edu- 
cation qualifications of these promoted officers? 

(c) Is it a fact tint Sub-Inspector Babu Madun Mohan Chakra- 
vnrty is 52ml in the gradation list of Sub- 1 aspect ora? 

(<l) Is it a fact that Babu Madan Mohan Cbakravarty was pro- 
moted to the rank of a Sub-Inspector front a clerk in the Arms Act 
Department ? 

(c) Is it not a fact that every officer in order to qualify himself as o 
Sub-Inspector must undergo a course of training in the Training 
School P 

(/) Did Babu Madan Mohan Cbakravarty undergo un\ course of 
training in the Police Training School? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) Yes. 

(b) No. I is a graduate. The others passed the University 
Entrance Examination. 

(c) Madan Mohan Cbakravarty is 54th in the gradation list of 
Sub-Inspectors. 

(d) Yes. He was first recruited as a writer constable and then 
transferred to the ministerial staff of the Arras Act Department. 

(e) No. All Sub-Inspectors recruited direct are required to spend 
the first six months of their services in the Training School, but as 
regards departmental officers promoted to the rank of Sub-Inspector 
there is no hard-and-fast rule. 

(f) The answer is in the negative. 
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Me of oxmaMs artiste* in lafcarganj. 

80. Mr. P. N. CUHA: Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Department of Agriculture and Industries (Excise) be pleased to state — 

(i) the total number of licenses granted by the Government for 
the sale of the different kind of excisable articles in the dis- 
trict of Bakarganj during the financial years 1922-23, 
1923-24, 1924-26; and 

(it) the total value of the excisable articles sold in that district in 
each of those years under the heads of — 

(1) Foreign liquor, 

(2) Country spirit, 

(3) Opium, 

(4) Ganja, , 

(6) Other excisable articles? 

MEMBER in oharge of the DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES [EXCISE] (the HOfi'bfe Mr. J. Donald): (i) and (ii) Two 
statements furnishing the information asked for, as far ai available, are 
placed on the table. The figures shown in statement ( ii ) represent the 
total sale-price to the public. 


Statement (i) shouting the total number of licenses granted by Government for 
the sale of the different kind of excisable articles in the district of Bakar - 
ganj 'during the years 1922-23, 1923 24 and 1924-23 , referred to in the reply 
to unstarred question No. SO (i). 


Nature of licensee. 

1922-23. 

1923-24. 

1924-25. 

Country spirit 

15 

13 

13 

Tari 

1 

1 

1 

Foreign liquor (Off) . . 

5 

5 

5 

Temporary refreshment stall 


, . 

1 

(foreign liquor). 

Rectified spirit and medicated 

2 

3 

3 

wines. 

Denatured spirit 

7 

7 

Id 

Opium 

35 

35 

39 

Ganja 

42 

42 

42 

Charas 

1 

1 

1 

Bhang 

1 

1 

1 

Druggist permit for opium and its 

, . 

, . 

, , 

i 




Druggist permit for hemp drugs . . 
Cocaine (druggist permit) 

11 

17 

8 

17 

» 
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Statement {») sheering the total value of Me excitable articles sold in lbs district 
of Balmrganj during Me years 1922-23, 1923-24 and 1924-25, referred hr 
in the reply to unstarred question No. SO (it). 


Heeds. 

1922-23. 

1933-24. 

1924-25. 


Re. A. P. 

Rs. A. P. 

Rs. A. P. 

Foreign liquor 

♦ 

• 

* 

Country spirit 

61,309 6 0 

09.793 0 3 

75,202 0 3 

Opium 

1,40,712 0 0 

1,04.000 0 0 

1,72,380 0 O 

Ganja 

1,53,912 8 0 

1,03,012 8 0 

1,00,512 8 a 

Other excisable arti- 




cles — 




(1) Bhang 

2,880 0 0 

2,380 0 0 

2,300 0 0 

(2) Char as 

1,440 0 0 

2,040 0 0 

2,120 0 0 

(3) Tari 

* 

* 

• 

(4) Others 

* 

* 

* 


• Information not available. 


Baraset-Basirhat Light Railway. 

81. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will the Hon’lde 
Member in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased tir 
state whether he is aware of a serious collision between a train of the 
Baraset-Bnsirhat Light Railway and a motor lorry at Patipukur under 
the railway bridge on the Oah utta-Jessore road in September lust P 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Ron'blr 
Member be pleased to state whether the collision ended in the death of 
several persons and severe injuries to many? 

(c) Is it a fact that many passengers for want of room were actually 
travelling on the foot-board of the train that collided with the lorry P 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether 
passengers for want of accommodation are very often compelled ter 
travel on the foot-board P 

(e) Is it a fact that the Railway Company generally issue ticket* 
in excess of the passenger accommodation of the train? 

MEMBER in charge of tho DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(tfio Hon'bls Mr. J. Donald): (a) Yes. 

(b) Three persons were killed and two injured. 

(c) A few passengers were travelling on the foot- board, having: 
boarded the train after it started. 
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(d) No passenger is ever compelled to travel on the foot-board. 

( e ) The Railway Company have no power to limit the number of 
railway tickets issued for any particular train. 


McGuire Report about eetatee of Tippera. 

82. Maulvi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD: (a) Will the Hon'ble 

Member in charge of the Department of Revenue be pleased to lay 
4 )n Hie table a copy of the proposals submitted by Mr. McGuire about 
all the estates of Tippera in November 1792? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of keeping a 
true copy from the above record of estates of Noakhali in the Noakhali 
Collectoratfe P 

MEMBER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (the 
Hon’ble Maharaja Kshairnish Chandra Ray Bahadur, of Nadia): 

(a) and (b) An inquiry is being made whether a copy of these 
papers is required by the Collector of Noakhali. Mr. McGuire’s pro- 
posals art* contained in a lengthy report and a copy therefore cannot 
be laid on the table. 


Political convict Mohendra Nath Dai. 

83. Babu R0ME8 CHANDRA BACCHI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to 
atnte whether it is a fact that Mohendra Nath Das, a political convict, 
was sentenced to transportation for life and sent to the Andamans in 
1916? 

(h) Is it a fact that he was brought from the Andamans to the 
Alipore Central Jail in 1921, just on the eve of the Proclamation of the 
grant, of the Royal Amnesty to political prisoners? 

(o) Is it a fact that when in the Alipore Central Jail the prisoner 
showed signs of tuberculosis ? 

(d) Is it not a fact that the prisoner, through his wife, prayed for 
4iia release on that ground? 

(e) Is it not a fact that in demi-official No. 3790 P., dated the 9th 
April, 1923, Government informed his wife that there was no cause 
*for anxiety and that he was not ill ? 

(f) Is it not a fact that the father and wife of the prisoner again 
petitioned the Government on the 19th June, 1924, for bis release on 
ihe same ground? 

(g) la it not a fact that tbe Government refused to sanction the 

release? 
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(h) Is% not a fact that the Medical Board, after examination, 
considered him to be suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis and 
ordered his transfer to the Suri Jail? 

(t) Is it not a fact that he is still being confined in the Suri Jail P 

0) Is it not a fact that his condition in the Suri Jail is gradually 
becoming worse, day by day, and that all the symptoms of phthisis 
ore now fully developed in him? 

(k) Does not the prisoner himself apprehend that any further 
detention in jail will only hasten his death? 

(l) Is it not a fact that the prisoner has already suffered the major 
portion of his sentence? 

(m) Is it not a fact that his conduct in the jail has always been 
highly satisfactory? 

(n) Are the Government aware that the prisoner comes of a very 
respectable and well-to-do family of the Malda district? 

(o) Is it not a fact that Babu Krisnndhan Das Sarknr, the prisoner's 
father, again submitted on 12th October Inst another memorial to His 
Excellency the Governor praying for the immediate release of his son, 
so that he may at least die in peace at homeP 

( p ) Are the Government considering the desirability of granting 
such a prayer? 

MEMBER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson): m) to (p) The convict refer- 
red to was sentenced to transportation for life for abetment of 
murder in July 1916 and was sent to the Andamans, whence he return- 
ed in 1921. He was transferred to Suri Jail on the advice of a Medical 
Board, which examined him in October 1924. Some of the matters 
referred to in the questions have been the subjects of petitions on which 
orders have been passed. The relatives have been informed of the 
state of the convict's health and further information on the subject can 
at any time be obtained by them from the jail authorities. 


Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: May 1 ask if this is the proper sort 
of reply to give to this question? No answer has practically been 
given at all. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (Kumar SMb Shakhamwar Ray): T cannot help 
it. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Will the Hon 'hie Member be pleased 
to answer question (h)? 
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Hit Hvil'bte Sir MUOI ftTlPMEMSON: The Medical Board gave 

no definite decision that he was suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis, 
but advised that he should be transferred to Suri Jail, as stated in my 
answer. 

Hr, ft, N. HALDAR: With regard to questions (;) and (p), those 
questions have not been answered. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If the reply has not been furnished, perhaps 
Government are not prepared to give the information. Anyway, this 
is not a supplementary question, it is a substantive question. If Govern- 
ment are not prepared to reply, I cannot make them do so. 

Mr. 8. It. HALDAR: Are the Government prepared to consider the 
petition of the 12th October, submitted on behalf of this prisoner? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Is this a supplementary 
question, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, I think it is. 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH 8TEPHENS0N: I would explain that 
there are no less than 10,000 prisoners in the jails in Bengal, and if 
the time of the House is taken up by individual questions regarding 
every one of these 10,000 prisoners, it seems to me that the time of 
the House would be wasted considerably. There is no desire on my 
part to withhold information, but I would* be quite prepared to give 
all information to any member of House coming to me for it. I think 
in the interests of the House if information is given outside the House, 
the time of the House would not be taken up. 

Mf. £, N. SEN GUPTA: May I know whether there have been any 
questions asked in this House in this session about any prisoner other 
than political prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: As far as I know, there 
have not. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: With reference to the Medical Board men- 
tioned in the reply, nmy I know the personnel of that Medical Board? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That does not arise. 

Mr. 8. N# HALDAR: Am I not entitled to know? 

Mf* PRESIDENT L You may send notice of that as a separate 

question. 
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Nr. »* «. HALOAR: May I know if tk«y submittal any roportf 

Th» HMPM* Sir MUCH STEPHENSON: Yes. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: Are the Government prepared to lay that 
report on the table? 

The HenPhle Sir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: I want notice of this; I 
cannot answer offhand 1 . 


Ministerial officers under the District Magistrate of BakarganJ. 

84. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM CHOWDHURY: («i> Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Ueveuue lie pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing in respect of the ministerial 
officers under the District Magistrate of llakargunj — 

(i) how many officers are under him ; 

(it) how many among them are Muhammadans; 

(i it) how many of the Muhammadan officers are at subdivisions: 
and 

(iv) whether the Muhammadans are posted proportionately in each 
station ? 

(b) Is the convenience of the Muhammadan officers considered at 
the time of posting? 

(c) Are the inhabitants of the district given preference at the time 
of appointments? 

(d) Are candidates from backwurd subdivisions given special pre- 
ference P 

(e) Are there any Sharistadars, Head-clerks, Nuib Nazirs and 
Accountants among the Muhammadan officers either at the Sadar sub- 
division or at the subdivisions? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY 8ahadur, 
el Nadia: (a) (i) One-hundred and seventy-five. 

(it) Fifty-six. 

(Hi) Thirteen are employed at subdivision* and 14 on Khan Mahal 
and Colonisation work. 

(ir) There is no rule that postings to stations should lie in any 
proportion. At present about one-third of the clerks in each sub- 
division are Muhammadan. 

(6) Yes. The convenience of officers is ordinarily considered in 
posting them, but is subject to the requirements of the public services. 

(c) Yes. 
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( d ) The Collector endeavours to find suitable candidates from all 
subdivisions. 

( e ) Two Subdivisional Nazirs, one Naib Nazir and four Assistant 
Accountants are Muhammadans. 


Ministerial Officers under the District Judge of Bakargan]. 

85. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing in respect of the ministerial offi- 
cers under the District Judge of Bakarganj — 

( i ) how many officers are under him ; 

(«) how many among them are Muhammadans; 

(in) how many of the Muhammadan officers are at subdivisions; and 

(tv) whether the Muhammadans are posted proportionately in each 
station P 

(b) Is the convenience of the Muhammadan officers considered at 
the time of posting? 

(c) Are the inhabitants of the district given preference at the time 
of appointments? 

(d) Are candidates from the backward subdivisions given special 
preference P 

(e) Are there any Sharistadars, Head-clerks, Naib Nazirs and 
Accountants among the Muhammadan officers either at the Sadar sub- 
division or at the subdivisions? 

Tilt Hon’blc Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM S (a) (?) There are 150 permanent 
officers, 16 probationers and temporary clerks and nine temporary com- 
paring clerks. 

(it) Thirty-one, including seven probationers aud temporary clerks 
and two temporary comparing clerks. 

(Hi) Thirteen, including two temporary clerks, are at present 
employed at subdivisions ; probationers being leave reservists are deputed 
to subdivisions as occasion arises. Two Muhammadan clerks were 
transferred to subdivisions on their own application and one as a punish- 
ment. 

(iv) In posting officers to subdivisions the question of community 
is not taken into consideration. 
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(b) Aafar as possible convenience of every officer is considered at 
the time of posting. 

(c) Generally the inhabitants of the district are appointed, though 
in making selections no distinction is made between people of this and! 
other districts. 

(d) The fact is taken into consideration. 

(e) At present there is no Muhnmmudati officer holding any of the 
posts referred to. One clerk, who is most efficient among the Muham~ 
madan clerks, was offered a Munsifs Sharistadarship, whic h he declined r 
and he is still unwilling to accept such appointment. 


Aids to “ tola ”, 11 maktabs ” and other indigenous institutions. 

86. Rai HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon hie 

Member in charge of the Department of Education l>e pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing, district by district, for the year 1925— 

(i) the total number of toh and institutions for Sanskrit education 
on indigenous lines in Bengal ; 

(*0 the total number of maktabs and institutions for Islamic edu- 
cation in Bengal ; 

(w) the number of toh and institutions referred to in (?) — 

<✓?) receiving Government aid; and 

(b) receiving aid from municipalities and District Boards; 
(tr) the number of maktabs and institutions mentioned in (??)— 
(«) receiving Government aid; and 

(b) receiving aid from municipalities and District Boards; 
(r) the total amount of Government grants-in-aid to — 

(a) tots and institutions mentioned in (*) above; and 

(b) maktabs and institutions mentioned in (tt) above; 

(rt) the total amount of grants local bodies, i.e. t municipals 
ties and District Boanls, etc., gi#en in aid of — 

(a) tols and institutions mentioned in (t) above; and 

(5) maktabs and institutions mentioned in (ii) above? 


Thi Hutlril Ik ABKMJR-RAHIMs A statement is laid op the 
table. 




12,110 
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WrougfrUm Report tent settlement off rout of M ym e n e mgk. 


87. SHAH 8YED EMOADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hou’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue be pleased to lay on the table 
a copy of the report submitted to the Board of Revenue on the 
12th February, 1788, by Mr. Wroughton, who was appointed by the 
Board of Revenue letter dated the 1st May, 1781, to settle the rent of 
the district of MymensinghP 

(6) Is it a fact that the said report contains the reports of many 
parganas of the present districts of Tippera and Noakhali? 

( c ) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of keep- 
ing true copies of the reports concerning parts of the districts of Tippera 
and Noakhali in the respective CollectoratesP 

The Hon’ble Mehenja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bdhndur of 
Nadia: (a) The report consists of 13? pages of manuscript and a copy 
cannot be laid on the table. 

(b) Yes, the report contains references to some parganas since trans- 
ferred to Tippera und Noakhali. 

( c ) It will be ascertained whether copies are available in the Tippera 
and Noakhali Collectorates. 


Settlement of kh*s lands in Noakhali. 

88. Maulvi 8AYEDUL HOQUE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased to 
state — 

( i ) what is the principle followed, or the minimum qualification of 
settlers required at the time of the distribution of khas mahal 
lands in the district of Noakhali ; 

(n) whether it is a fact that in the distribution of these lands the 
men who returned from Mesopotamia were given preference 
to men rendered homeless and destitute by the erosion of 
the river; 

(tit) what was the revenue derived per head per unit of land; 

(tv) how many amongst the recipients of lands were homeless and 
destitute due to the erosion of the river; and 

<t) how many amongst those recipients were men who had returned 
from Basra or Mesopotamia ? 
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. (b) Hike answer to (a) (it) is in the affirmative, are the Government 

considering the desirability of making special consideration in favour 
of the homeless persons referred 1 to above at the time of distributing the 
khas mahal lands in future? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the land 
in Burir Char, in the district of Noakhali, has been given to Indian 
Christians to the exclusion of other communities, at a lower salami of 
Rs. 45 per unit, whereas the usual salami is Rs. 125? 

MEMBER in ohtrge of tho DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (tho Hon’ble Maharaja Kshauniah Chandra Ray Bahadur 
of Nmfia): (a) and (b) Settlement is made with cultivators, preference 
being given to tenants whose lands have been diluviated ; and after them 
to persons with war services to their credit. 

The detailed' information asked for is not readily available, und to 
collect it would involve an amount of labour incommensurate with its 
value. 

(c\ No; the land in Burir Char is still under reclamation and no 
settlement has yet been made. 


8alo of “ kharija M taluks in Noakhali. 

88. Maulvi 8AYEDUL HOQUEt (a) Will the HoiTble Memh r in • 
charge of the Department of Revenue be pleased to state how many 
kharija taluks, that is those taluks that are directly under the Govern- 
ment, were sold by auction on account of non-payment or short payment 
of revenue, rent or cess in the district of Noakhali from the 1st of January,. 
1923, to the 31st of July, 1924? • 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing the amounts, whether of revenue, rent or cess for non- 
payment of which those auction sales took place? 

(c) How many suits have been instituted against those auction sale* 
and* with what results? 

The NOfitMe Maharaja KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahaddr ef 
Natfia: (a) Five whole taluks or estates and eight part taluks. 

(b) A statement is laid on the table. 

( c ) None. 

81 a 
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.Statement of “ kharija 99 taluk* sold at revenue sale during ike period of 
1st January, 1923, to 31st July, 1924 , referred to in the reply to unstarred 


question No. 89. 

Tauzi No. 

Separate 
account No. 

Revenue. 



Rs. 

A. 

P. 

1948 

. . Residue 

8 

5 

6 

1209 

Whole 

22 

13 

10 

60 

3 

9 

3 

3 

18 

3 

60 

0 

, 8 

157 

Whole 

1 

1 

5 

351 

. . Whole 

4 

9 

2 

419 

. . Whole 

6 

7 

0 

1207 

Whole 

0 

15 

0 

1210 

2 

2 

9 

9 


14 

2 

7 

6 


20 

14 

1 

0 


22 

1 

3 

0 

1226 

4 

3 

4 

6 
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Settlement of temporary-settled estates. 

90. Mr. 8YED M. MA8IH: (a) Will the Hon'ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Revenue be pleased to state the names of 
districts in which Settlement operations of temporary-settled estates 
^are at present going on in Bengal? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
Settlement operations in each district are being conducted in conformity 
with the Revenue policy of the Government of India and adopted by 
the Government of Bengal, which lays down that “ progressive modera- 
tion is the key-note of the policy of Government, and that the standard 
*A 60 per cent, of the assets is one which is almost uniformly observed 
in practice ” (nV/e Land Revenue policy of Tndia Government, pages 
38, 61 and 62, edition of 1920; and Bengal Survey and Settlement 
Manual of 1917, page 115) P 

The Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 

pf Nadias (a) and (b) The member is referred to the reply to a similar 
question by Rui Satyendra Nath Roy Ohoudhuri Bahadur in this ses- 
sion of the Council. 
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91. Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKATl (<>) Is the Hon 'hie Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue aware of any application made 
either by any private individual or by the Tea Companies asking for 
Government’s sanction to convert jote lands in the Dnars or in the 
Terai into tea lands? 

(b) If so, will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state the attitude 
of the Government towards the ubove question? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: (a) Three applications have been received during the current 
year. 

(b) The principles followed are laid down in sections IT and HI. 
Chapter 7 of the Bengal Waste Lands Manual, 1919. 


Ministerial Officers under the District Magistrate of Bakargan]. 

92. Maulvi 8AYYED SULTAN ALI: (a) Will the Hon'ble 

Member in charge of the Department of Revenue he pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(i) how many ministerial officers there are under the District 
Magistrate of Bakargan j ; 

(it) how many among them are Muhammadans; 

(fii) how many of the Muhammadan officers are at subdivision; 
and 

(tv) whether the Muhammadan officers are posted proportionately 
in each station? 

(b) Is the convenience of the Muhammadan officers considered at 
the time of posting? 

( c ) Are the inhabitants of the district given preference at the time 
of appointment? 

(d) Are the candidates from the backward subdivisions given 
special preference? 

(e) Are there any Sharistadar, Head-clerk, Nazir, Naib Naiir and 
Accountant among the Muhammadan officers, whether at Sadar sub- 
division or at the subdivisions ? 

(/) If the answers to (c), (d) and (e) are in the negative, will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reasons ? 
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Tie HoffMo Maharaja KSHAUttiSH CHANDRA RAY 
Of Nadias (a) to ( e ) The member is referred to the answer to an un- 
starred question on the subject put by Maulvi Fazlal Karim Chowdhury 
at this meeting. 


Ministerial Offloers under the District Judge of BakarganJ. 

93. Maulvi SAYYED SULTAN ALIS (a) Will the Hon'ble 

Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(i) how many ministerial officers there are under the District 
Judge of Bakarganj; 

(w) how many among them are Muhammadans; 

(in) how many of the Muhammadan officers are at subdivisions; 
and 

(iv) whether the Muhammadan officers are posted proportionately 
in each station? 

(b) Is the convenience of the Muhammadan officers considered at 
the time of posting? 

(c) Are the inhabitants of the district given preference at the time 
of appointment? 

(d) Are the candidates from the backward subdivision given special 
preference ? 

(e) Are there any Sharistadar, Head-clerk, Nazir, Naib Nazir and 
Accountant among the Muhammadan officers, either at the Sadar sub- 
division or at the subdivisions? 

(f) If the answers to (c) and (d) are in the negative, will the 
Hon’ble Member he pleased to state the reasons? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) to (/) The member’s atten- 
tion is invited to the answer given to an unstarred question on the 
subject asked by Maulvi Fazlal Karim Chowdhury at this meeting. 

Treatment of motions regarding pay of ex-Ministers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Item 11 on Appendix to the List of Business 
will now be taken up, and item 12 being identical, will be deemed to 
be withdrawn. 

If item 11 be carried, item 26 will be out of order, but if the mover 
of that resolution wants to move it as an amendment he can do so. 
In that case items 46, 49, 52. 58, 63, GO. 71, 73 and 79 will be deemed 
to l)e withdrawn. 
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Dr. BIRMAN OHANDVIA ROY I I« it your opinion that items 11 
and 12 ate identical P There is & difference between them, because 1 
find in item 11 it is stated that the salaries for the actual period of 
work be given to all four Ministers, whereas in item 12 it is stated 
that the salaries for the period for which they were in office as 
Ministers and for which no salaries have been paid to them, be paid. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I refer you to section 40, and I think that the 
motions are substantially identical. Note the word ** substantially.'* 


Resolutions 

(on matters of general public interest). 

Pay of ex-Ministers. 

Mr. P. N.CUHA: I beg to move that this Council recommends to the 
Government that the salaries for the ac tual period of work be given to all 
the four Ministers who were appointed by His Excellency and who had to 
resign owing to the total refusal of their salaries by the Council. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHAUDHURI of Santoah: May 

I have vour leave to offer a personal explanation, Sir? 

I beg to submit that so far as my case is concerned, it was linked 
with this resolution without my knowledge, and I beg to submit that 
I am not prepared to accept any salary for the very brief period that 
I was in harness (Hear, hear). 1 should add that I am not opposing 
the resolution. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, I think you have finished your 
personal explanation. 

Nawab Bahadur SAIYIO NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Khan 
Bahadur: May I sav something in the way of nn explanation? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you want to make a personal explanation, you 
may do so, but if want to sjieak on the motion, you must wait till the 
motion is moved. 

Baba BE JOY KRISHNA BOSE: On a point of order, Sir. Will 
the mover be in order in moving this resolution which says ** that the 
salaries of four Ministers, etc., etc., *' when one of them has just stood 
up and said he does not want any salary ? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: This is only a recommendation to the Govern- 
ment. If the other Ministers refuse to accept the salary, Government 
cannot force it on them. It is only a recommendation, it might stand 
as it is. Go on Mr. Guha. 

Mr. P. N. GUHA: Sir, there seems to be some misapprehension with 
regard to the inclusion of the word “ four ” in my resolution. Some 
questions were put to me as to why I did not mention the word “ five * f f 
because during the last ministerial muddle five persons worked aa 
Ministers. My explanation is that the Council had nothing to do with 
the salaries of Mr. 8. N. Mullick, and my information is that he got 
bis salary for the period for which he worked. That is why I did not 
mention five. 

I am glad to hear that Raja Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhuri of San- 
tosh, does not want his salary, and I think the Nawab Sahib will follow 
suit. As regards the other two Ministers, I assure the House that 
1 had their consent before tabling my resolution. In the very firet 
place, I want to assuie the Council that I do not move this resolution 
in any spirit of making it as a demand. I believe, and the whole con- 
stitutional world will believe, that these Ministers whose salaries Were 
refused were constitutionally wrong in remaining in their office, and 
if I have come to-day to ask for their salaries, I do not base my claim 
on constitution. The object of my friends opposite in voting against 
the salaries of the Ministers was not to do any personal injury to the 
people who worked, but it was to kill dyarchy. Well, they have done it; 
they have killed, scotched and buried dyarchy, yet I hope that the 
dyarchy will live long. 

Well, what I want to submit to the members of this House is that 
these gentlemen had to work under pressure from two sides. They were 
not absolutely free agents. On the one side there was pressure from 
their party, and on the other side there was pressure from a higher 
quarter. As no man belonging to any party can do anything accord- 
ing to his free will, they committed no wrong if they did yield to 
the pressure of their party, and I think the party to which they 
belong should Nhare the blame that has come on them. 

Sir, as I have said, I do not press my resolution on constitutional 
grounds. My only point is that they may. have been wrong, they may 
have acted contrary to the wishes of the members of the Council, but 
they have worked for eight long months, and I think we will low nothing 
if we pay them their salaries for the period they have worked. Our 
friends opposite tore not here to do any injury personally to anyone r 
but they want to change the constitution. I have every sympathy 
with their aspirations, and though I do not see eye to eye with them 
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in their political principle, I would like them to accept thin resolu- 
tion without any fear of losing anything so far a* their constitu- 
tional principles are concerned, because I do not place my claim on 
any constitutional grounds. It is purely an appeal, purely a matter 
of sympathy and kindness for people who have worked hard. 

With these very brief remarks, I beg to commend my resolution 
to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. <1. M. SEN GUPTA: I would like to make our position on 
this resolution as dear as possible, and as in brief a manner as possible* 
Whenever we voted against the Ministers' salaries, and threw them 
out — and we did that on three occasions during the lifetime of this* 
Council — we made it perfectly clear on every such occasion that in so 
doing, we were not actuated by personal considerations. The vote 
that we gave on those occasions was a vote against dyarchy. I desire 
to repeat that whether it was Maulvi Faxl-ul Huq or Mr. Surendra 
•Nath Mulliek, Mr. Ghuznavi, or the Raja of San tosh, we were pre- 
pared to support them — qtiae Ministers — whether they were Hindus or 
Muhammadans. We were not prepared to support the dyarchical form 
of government with Ministers and Executive Councillors, the former 
being merely tools in the hands of the latter. The issue on this 
resolution is not to he confounded with the issue of the continuance of 
dyarchy. The two i^ues are distinct and separate. 

I desire further to make it perfectly clear that if any demand for 
Ministers' salaries is brought forward for carrying on the present dyar- 
chical system of government, we will oppose the same, whatever the 
constitution of such Ministry might be. As regards this resolution 
for paying the back salaries, as we have no personal bias or vindic- 
tiveness against the gentlemen concerned, we will not vote on this 
resolution at all. Ours is a vote against dyarchy, and until the con- 
stitution of the Government is so altered as to be acceptable to the 
people of India, we, their representatives, will refuse to accept and 
work it. But we will not act in any way which might be construed 
as an act against particular individuals. 

On these considerations, the decision that we have arrived at is 
this : that although we will take part in the debate, we will not go into 
the division lobbies on one side or the other. The position, I am glad 
to say, has been made perfectly clear by the mover of the resolution 
he admits that the Ministers were wrong, constitutionally wrong, in 
continuing in office under this rotten constitution, even after their 
salaries were refused. The position that we take up to-day should be 
no encouragement to the Government to appoint Minister* who have 
no majority in the House at all, and whose salaries are bound to be 
rejected when it comes up, in tbe hope that after they have worked an 
Ministers in the Council, we will be lenient enough to pas* their 
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salaries later on. I also wish to declare that our action should not be 
taken as encouragement to, or acquiescence in, the continuance of office 

Ministers even after their salaries are refused by the Council. 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Although a member of the 
Swaraj party, I feel myself bound to oppose this resolution. The mover 
of the resolution has said that he does not base it on constitutional 
grounds. I do not see how we, in this House, can decide any question, 
except on constitutional grounds. I do not see any change of circum- % t 
stances since the Council last voted on Ministers* salary; there was an j* 
-emphatic refusal by this Council on three previous occasions, and our | 
constituencies were wholly with us on those occasions. We have still 1 
-our responsibility to our constituency, and we cannot fly in the face 
•of our obvious duty. The course of action proposed by this resolution 
is unique, is strange in any responsible legislature. It was never 
beard of in any Indian legislature and there is no such instance in 
those legislatures which have survived ages and centuries. When I* 
first saw this resolution on the agenda paper, it seemed to me as if 
we were here members of an orphanage or an alms house. Such an 
appeal might be quite forcible outside the House, but in this House 
we shall have a poor, a strange notion of our duties and responsibil- 
ities if we dispose of public funds in the light-hearted manner proposed 
by this resolution. I do not see any distinction between the question 
which arose when the Ministers’ salary was voted upon and the 
question which is raised by the present resolution. I do not see how, 
having voted against dyarchy, we can vote for the salaries of the 
principal actors brought into existence by dyarchy. I do not regard 
it to be a personal question or a communal question, but we cannot 
forget the circumstances under which two of the Ministers continued 
notwithstanding our adverse vote. We do not know what happened 
behind the scene when the Ministers flouted universal public opinion. 
We do not know whether they stuck to their posts with a pertinacity or 
fondness of their own, or whether the Governor took full responsibility 
in the matter, but we shall be failing in our duty, in our pledges 
to our constituency, we shall be stultifying ourselves, we shall be 
ignoring unanimous public opinion, it will be a disgraceful and shame- 
ful conduct on our part and it will be a dangerous precedent if we 
support this resolution which has just been moved. 


Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: I desire to express in as few words as possible 
the views of the British members upon this resolution. We are in 
favour of it and think it should be passed. We think that the Ministers 
ought to receive salary for the work that they did in Bengal, and we 
hold that opinion both* in regard to the special case under consideration 
jand also generally. Our view upon this matter is that any person 
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holding a high office under the Crown should always receive a reason- 
able and adequate salary for the work he does therein— whether that 
position is a permanent or a temporary one. 


Df« ML Wa B. MORENO" On behalf of the Anglo-Indian members 
I should like to state that we are entirely in accord with the view that 
the Ministers who have worked faithfully and well should receive their 
salaries, apart from all other constitutional considerations. I con- 
gratulate very sincerely Mr. Sen Gupta upon what I think was one 
of the most excellent speeches. Re seems to have made a real effort 
to meet a difficult situation. I am glad he says that he along with his 
party is not going to sacrifice the gentlemen who have worked assidu- 
ously and who have discharged their duties satisfactorily. Sir, it is a 
well-known maxim that the labourer is worthy of his hire. The fight 
against dyarchy reminds me of the story of a hunting incident, where 
the hounds and the huntsman wore all out to chase a fox; when they 
came near, the fox discovered a broad river ahead, so that it could not 
run any farther. Turning round the fox asked one of the hounds 
ahead of the others: “ Why are you chasing me? What have T done 
to you that I should be treated thus?” The hound replied : “Oh, we are 
just out for fun.” Thereupon the fox retorted: 44 It may be fun for 
you, but it is death for me.” Well, Sir, certain members of the House 
were out to stop dyarchy, but while they were out cm this, others 
suffered and suffered bitterly. I therefore think that it is a very wise 
principle on the part of the Swaraj party to show a more conciliatory 
spirit by abstaining from voting, on this issue, so that these worthy 
labourers may receive hire for the work they have done. 


Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, I rise to oppose this motion. 
This motion has not raised any new issue. It is only an agitation — 
re-agitation — of the old question, with this difference, however, that it 
is now within narrower limits and within less important limits, but 
the position is practically the same. I should like to put the position 
like this. There was a suit — being a lawyer I am fond of legal 
parlance — there was a suit instituted in this court of the 
Council for Ministers’ salaries. The suit went through a protracted 
investigation and trial, with the result that eventually it was dismissed. 
Now, Sir, we are asked by the Ministers’ advocate to execute the decree 
which has never been passed in spite of the fact that the suit has been 
dismissed. We are asked to brush aside our, former judgment as if 
it was a piece of waste paper. Now the question is — what has happened 
since then — since our last decision — to justify us to take the course 
which it is now proposed to he taken? Now, Sir, in throwing out the 
Ministers* salaries we certainly acted on a certain principle — that 
principle may be right or wrong, that is altogether a different question. 
That is a question in which there is certainly room for honest difference 
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of opinion ; bnt we are not concerned with that at the present moment. 
The fact remains that we acted on a certain principle and not on any 
considerations, either personal or communal. It is no use mincing 
matters. There is no disguising the fact that a good deal of personal 
and Communal considerations have clouded the real issue before us. 

Maiflvi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: Question! 

Bflbti AKHIL OHANDRA DATTA: 1 say, I repeat personal and 
communal considerations have clouded the issue. (Question!) Well, 
my friend questions again. I shall refer to the speech of the learned 
mover himself and the other speakers who supported him when they 
appealed for the sympathy of the members of this House. I distinctly 
heard the word “ sympathy ” in Mr. Guha’s speech, and when one 
speaks of sympathy I take it that it is personal. Now, therefore, let 
us examine for one moment whether there is any justification for any 
communal considerations influencing our decision at the present moment. 
The question is that when the Ministers’ salary was refused, * was it 
refused on any communal grounds or on any communal bias? It is 
well known, Sir, that the Ministry, or rather the Ministership — I shall 
not call it Ministry — was offered to Mr. C. It. Das, who, I take it will 
be admitted, was a Hindu. Then it was offered to Mr. Chakravarti, 
who is also a Hindu. 

Maulvi Mil. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: Question’ 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: I was going to say that 

Mr. Das and Mr. Chakravarti were Hindus and they declined the 
offer. In other words they did not go in for salary. 

Maufvl KADER BAKSH: On a point of order, Sir. Does the ques- 
tion as to who refused and who were offered arise at all when we have 
been discussing the question whether the Ministers should be paid or 
notf 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Your leader, Mr. J, M. Sen Gupta, went into 
the broad question in giving his support. So I think Mr. Datta is 
quite in order in referring to these matters. 

Bate! AKHIL* CHANDRA DATTA: If my friends will have a 
little patience to listen to me, they will find out that I am only anxious 
to prove that there is no communal consideration in it. It is not my 
point to prove that there is communal bias. M^ point is that there is 
no communal bias. 1 was going to show that there was no Hindu 
feeling of a communal character when Mr. Das and Mr. Chakravarti 
refused to take office. Then, Sir, three other gentlemen were appointed, 
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of whommleo one was a Hindu. Now; the Ministers* salary was refused 
in the case of the Hindu Minister also, f mean Babu Surendra Hath 
Mullick* Not only was the salary refused to him, but it was refused 
in a moat outrageous fashion— I mean to say he was not allowed to 
cross the threshold of this gilded chamber. That was the treatment 
meted out to him, although we must remember that Mr. Mullick was 
a Hindu. Then, Sir, later on the Raja of Santosh, who was appointed, 
was also a Hindu. 

Maiflvi BAYYED SULTAN ALIs Is the Hindu-Muhammadan ques- 
tion before the Council now? If not, I believe the hon'ble member is 
not in order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think you are attempting to assume my role. 
He is not referring to the Hindu-Moslem question. He is simply 
developing his point. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: It will, therefore, appear that 
out of the four Hindus, either appointed or approached, two did not 
go in for their salar\, and the remaining two were not allowed to enjoy 
their salary. After all this, I do not think it can !>e truly suid that 
in refusing the Ministers’ salary we were at all influenced by any 
communal bias. Then, Sir, it was not the Hindus alone; but a large 
number of Muhammadan friends also voted against the Ministers' 
salary. Therefore, that element — the communal question — ought not 
to be brought into this matter. Then, Sir, the question is whether 
any personal element ought to be introduced into this question. On 
that question my submission is this. I have heard it said said 
seriously that on this question of back pay, reason is on one side and 
sympathy and sentiment are on the other side. The question, there- 
fore, arises whether in dealing with public revenue within the limited 
sphere in which we the non-official member* have got any control over 
it, it is permissible for us to allow sentiment and sympathy to prevail 
over reason and judgment. Now, the jmsition is very clear. Charity, 
Sir, is an excellent virtue. It is a very good thing; even indiscriminate 
charity we can appreciate a** long as it is confined to our own indi- 
vidual fund. Hut there should be no charity at the cost of the tax- 
payers of the country. If you feel honestly that they are entitled to 
this back salary, give it by all means, and if you do not give it, you 
will be doing wrong. 

Mr. EYED M. MASIH: Is the hon’ble member entitled to insinu- 
ate that this is a charity P 
« 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He is only using it by way of metaphor. You 
might excuse him that word. 
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BMhj AKHIL CHANDRA D ATT As I want to make a distinction 
between tboee wbo are of opinion that as a matter of principle it ought 
to be allowed and those who say that if you do not allow it, it will be 
a hardship on them if this salary is not granted. I only say that these 
are considerations which ought not to have any influence over our 
decision. I am addressing only those who are of opinion that as a 
matter of principle the salary ought to be refused and not the other 
people who think that the ex-Ministers are justly entitled to back salary. 
I say to, those who want to act on the principle of sentiment and 
sympathy that the people of the country will bring a charge of breach 
of trust against us if we accept this resolution. 

Bafell BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: In rising to oppose this resolu- 
tion I find myself labouring under a great difficulty. In the first place 
the mover of the resolution, Mr. P. N. Guha, does not want us to sup- 
port it on the grounds of any principle or any constitutional issue, but 
he clearly told the House that out of sympathy to the late Ministers we 
ought to pass it. Dr. Moreno has said in his speech that every labourer 
is worthy of his hire. If it is not a question of principle, but only of 
personal consideration and out of sympathy for people who have worked* 
as Ministers we are to support the resolution, I for one would be the 
last person to lend my support to it. A thing which cannot be supported 
on principle, if it is unconstitutional, sympathy ought to find no place 
in our deliberations. I have always complained of the tyranny of 
Government and I have now to complain of the tyranny of parties. 
Though I very well know that the discipline of the party to which I 
belong is likely to be impaired by my voting with the people who do 
not belong to that party, that is, by voting against the wishes of my 
party, that is no reason why I should not speak out my mind on this 
question. If it were a question of principle and if it were put on constitu- 
tional grounds, I know how the matter would then have stood. But a a the 
resolution has been put before us, and as our support is sought on the 
ground of sympathy for certain individuals, I think I shall be failing 
in my duty if I do not expose the hollowness of the resolution. What 
sympathy does the mover of the resolution want from me when I find 
that the persons in whose favour this sympathy is solicited had deliber- 
ately and not in 44 moments of irresponsibility ”, but at a time when 
they were occupying the position of Ministers, stated that they 44 were 
prepared for all eventualities ” even if the salary demanded for them 
was not voted at the time of the budget discussion? I find that on the 
18th March, 1924, Mr. Faxl-ul Huq, from his place here as a Minister, 
said that 44 the Ministers knew that they were not coming to a bed of 
roses; that they were prepared for all eventualities.” Then follows a 
most significant line ia his speech — 44 You need have no pity for them.” 
A Minister who deliberately told us nearly two years back that be was 
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preparedlor ail eventualities, that he required no pity and that he 
knew that ** he was not coming to a bed ol roses M — sympathy for such- 
a Miniate is sought, and we are asked to recommend to Government to 
give him his back salary ! Not once, but on another occasion also— it 
was on the 24th March, 1924, during the budget discussion — Mr. Faal- 
nl Huq said that “ if it was the view of the majority of the member* 
of this Council that their salaries should not be voted and if he felt 
that he was to remain a Minister, be was perfectly prepared to work a* 
a honorary Minuter. He knew that there are honorary' magistrates and, 
if the idea was to have honorary Ministers, he had 1 no objection to work- 
ing as such.” This resolution has been tabled to-day recommending 
to Government that the bark salaries of Ministers should be paid to 
them. A Minister who himself knew in March, 1924, when the budget 
was being discussed here, that his salary would not be voted, stated 
that he was prepared to work as u a honorary Minister ” just as hono- 
rary magistrates worked' without pay. 


The other Minister, Mr. Ghuznavi, said cm the same day : u My 
profession is not the profession of Minister: my livelihood does not 
depend upon it.” Why should his back salary be given to him? Why 
should the labourer be worthy of his hire if he says, “ I am here to* 
work, not on account of the Its. 6,000 and odd; 1 am here to work not 
because it is my livelihood, but I am here to discharge my public 
duties?’* And in the discharge of that public duty be was ready to 
work without pay. The Council not once, not twice, but thrice, refused 
the salary of the Ministers. Why then should the friends of those 
gentlemen come forward to-day and demand that their back salaries 
should be given to them out of sympathy f I do not think, therefore, 
that the resolution and the grounds on which it has been moved demand 
any sympathy from the House. 

Then, Sir, it has been said that the question is not a constitutional 
one. I read a book on logic in my college days, but I do not know 
much of logic, and the fine distinction that is now being made between 
Ministry and Ministers fails to appeal to me, and I am quite sure that 
it will fail to appeal to the country. I am sure that our silence will 
be more eloquent, more mischievous, than a vote against this motion. 
I cannot vote against this motion, owing to the tyranny of party dis- 
cipline; I have to obey the mandate of my party. The discipline of 
our party has been the object of admiration to all, to those who do not 
belong to our party, and I do not like to do anything now which will 
impair the discipline of the party. But this is such an important 
subject, that I must speak out and record my emphatic protest against 
the resolution and the methods by which it is going to be passed in this 
Council. 
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MmHvi EKRAMUL HUQ: Hr. President, Sir* I very much appreci- 
ated the conciliatory speech made by the mover of this resolution, 
'Mr. P. N. Ouha, as well as by the leader of the opposition, Mr. Sen 
•Gupta, but the speech that jarred upon Ihe ears of some of 
the members of the Council came from my friends, Babn Akhil 
Ghandra Datta and Babu Man mat ha Nath Roy. I do not think that 
ihe question is a communal question at all, but when I found my friend, 
Babu Akhil Chandra Datta, a prominent leader of Bengal, dilating 
upon this point, I thought I may have to revise my notion and, as luck 
would have it, it was from the Swarajist camp — the camp of Mr. Datta’s 
friend — that up came the cry of Question ” and “ Question **. Was 
it that in his protestation of being free from communal bias he was 
not believed by some of the members who sit on the same benches with 
him? It was quite likely that when some of hiN own friends did not 
believe him when he said that the question of Ministers was not a 
communal question and that it was not a personal question either, I 
am afraid the members on this side of the House or most of them can 
be excused if they think that with at least some of the members opposite 
the question of Muhammadan Ministers was both a personal and a com- 
munal one. But I am prepared to believe that none of the members 
on any side of the House were moved by personal or communal ground 
in upturning the Ministry. 

The late Ministers tried to serve Government to the best of their 
might and, during the course of their service, they tried to the be*ft 
of their ability to do good to their country. It so happened that a 
majority of this House thought of throwing out their salaries and, as 
a result of this, they had to go out of office. Now, Sir, at this distance 
of time, we should be able to consider the question of their salary 
dispassionately and say if we should not he ready to pay the wages of 
those who have served Government according to their own light, and 
1 am glad to find that this ITouse has in a way agreed that there should 
not he any division at all on this question. 

I think, Sir, I should not fail to notice the question of principle 
raised by my friend, Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose. When talking of 
principle, I think he quite forgot that it was not easy for men dabbling 
in politics always to act upon the principle they propound. I know 
Mr. Bose was a special friend and lieutenant of my friend, Mr. F«*sl-ul 
Huq, and I think, Sir, it was not necessary to talk of principle while 
thinking of giving no wages to the Ministers for the period they worked. 
In conclusion. Sir, I can only say that all is well that ends well, and 
T hope ami trust that this Council will decide to pass the back salaries 
of the ex«Ministers. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for 10 minutes.] 

[ After the adjournment . ] 
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Rafctf^llALI N I R AN J AN EARNERS The resolution before the 
House na»y at first eight appear to be a resurrection of the old question 
of Ministers’ salaries, on which our opinion has been emphatically 
pronounced time after time. It is not to be expected that our opinions 
should change under existing conditions or that the conscientious 
verdict already given should be departed from without reason. But 
on examination of the real signification of the present resolution, I 
can find no sign of any attempt to exhume dyarchy from its grave and 
no occasion has, therefore, arisen to bring again to the bar of the House 
the constitutional issues mooted on previous occasions. I am unable 
to link to-day’s proposal with the momentous constitutional struggle 
in which we have on previous occasions taken an active part and for 
which our Deshbandhu of revered memory had worked even on the 
sick-bed which eventually became his death-bed. 

Going back to the events of March, I, as mover of the resolution, 
then happened to say in this House “ that dyarchy must go has been 
the verdict of the country after a three years’ trial aud it was on the 
clear issue and distinct political mission of mending or ending the 
dyarchy that many of us were returned to the Council. The Ministers 
are nothing but the outward symbols of the system, so that the real 
object behind my motion is to put an end to the system itself by doing 
away with its symbols.” Well, Sir, we did destroy the system and, 
so long as no question arises of reviving the system, I find no issue 
for an active participation and my attitude cannot but be one of indiffer- 
ence. Wbat if the grave of some worthless carcass is l>edecked with 
flowers by certain interested mourners — we should not oppose homage; 
even extravagant homage to the dead. 

The words of the late Deshbandhu in this very hall spoken in 
March last still ring in my ears. With characteristic reasonableness, 
he enunciated the issue before us: “ What do we want to destroy? 
What do we want to get rid of? We want to destroy and get rid 
of a system which does no good, which can do no good. We want to 
destroy — it is because we want to construct a system which can be 
worked with success — it is because we want a system which will enable 
us to do good to the masses.” This, Sir, is the only question with 
which we are concerned in the matter of Ministers’ salaries and, when 
this question does not arise, I hope I have made my position clear in 
not wasting ammunition in opposing a motion which can at best be 
treated as ordinary business between some member of the House and 
the Government. 

One more word before I finish — Mr. Faxl-ul Huq on that memorable 
day wben the Ministers’ salaries were last thrown out, told us: “I 
have been in office for eight months, not when there was nothing but 
a calm sea when any navigator might navigate, but I have had to 
face the most stormy sea and I challenge any one to contradict me if 

2 % 
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I lay a claim without any undue vanity tliat you could not find two 
men more devoted or who could put up a more gallant fight in face 
of strenuous opposition in Council than Mr. Ghuznavi and myself. 
We tried and we have failed .’ * There is something in what he says; 
at least he tells us he has worked, although as a Government hireling 
whom nobody in the country wanted. However much we may condemn 
his action in clinging limpet-like to office in direct opposition to the 
wishes of the country, the present question appears to be entirely one 
between employer and employee for work done, and, as we are satisfied 
that our policy is unaffected and our work unhindered, we do not 
care what hire is paid or is not paid or what charity is bestowed, con- 
sidering how often we have to connive at charity, whether deserved 
or not, in our daily life. 

Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Khan 
Bahadurs Sir, I confess to a feeling of delicacy in speaking on this 
resolution. I have no doubt that in bringing forward this proposal 
the hon'ble mover has been actuated by the best of motives. But if 
I were consulted in the matter, I would have requested him to exclude 
me from the scope of this resolution. 

Sir, when I accepted office as a Minister for the second time, I 
was not prompted by any desire for financial gain. I am one of those 
who feel that the reformed constitution should be worked faithfully; 
and when I accepted office it was my earnest desire to place my humble 
services at the disposal of this House and to utilise such opportunities 
as our present constitution offers for furthering the well-being of my 
fellow-countrymen. There ore others who hold a strong view to the 
contrary as regards the utility of the Reforms, and as their view pre- 
vailed for the time being, the Council did not vote any salary for the 
Ministers. So long as we obey the constitution, we must loyally 
accept the decisions of the Council, however much they may go against 
our individual opinions. And ns soon as this House rejected the 
Ministers’ salary in March last, I, along with my friend and colleague, 
the Raja of San tosh, resigned our offices most cheerfully. 

We clearly saw in the vote of this House that Ministers were not 
wanted, though only a few days previously the Council had adopted 
a resolution asking for the appointment of Ministers. We did not, 
therefore, thrust ourselves upon the Council for a day more than we 
could help. 

It has been a matter of regret to me that this House took up an 
attitude of hostility towards the Reforms ; but permit me to assure you, 
Sir, that loss of emoluments has never troubled my mind for a moment. 

I have submitted to the judgment of this House ungrudgingly in this 
matter, and I could .never ask for its revision for my personal benefit. 

I may not be misunderstood I am not in any way opposing the 
resolution. 
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I wail to make it clear that even if the resolution were passed in 
ita preset form, I would not accept any money under its terms. 

Mr, IK* BAUD* My friends the Swarajists have taken up an 
attitude of neutrality and they have taken it up for good. The 
principle of the Swarajists is that dyarchy is unworkable, and beyond 
all shadow of doubt they hove proved in this House that dyarchy is 
unworkable. But so far as the attitude of the Nationalists’ is concerned, 
I am at a loss to understand how iny friend, Babu Akhil Chandra 
Datta, has made that remark that some party has committed breach 
of trust. I would remind him that his party has altogether forgotten 
what they had done on the 17th February’ last, when they accepted 
the resolution of Government so far as the appointment of Ministers 
is concerned. Have they not committed a breach of trust that was 
reposed in them P Did they oppose the resolution on the 17th 
February’ . 

Dr, PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: On a point of order, Sir, 
may I offer a personal explanation. The statement made is not correct. 

Mr. M. DAUD: Mv friend, Dr. Banerjen, has not understood me. 
On the 17th of February last the resolution passed in this House was 
whether any Ministers should be appointed or not, and some of the 
Nationalists voted for the motion. 

(No, no, that is n lie.) 

Mr. M. DAUD: It is not a lie. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Baud, you cannot address a member cf 
the House like that. I think I also beard someone on the other side 
say, “ it is a lie that is not a Parliamentary expression. Will the 
member withdraw that? 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I withdraw. I say it is 

incorrect. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order. 
Is any hon’ble member entitled to misrepresent the recorded votes of 
the House? 

Mr. PRESIDENT* He is not doing that. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: He is doing that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT* Yon can take your opportunity later on in your 
speech to point that ont to him and to the Council. 
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Mr« M. DAUDs It is for the members of the House to say who 
has committed that breach of trust. So far as the resolution that has 
been moved by Mr. Guha is concerned, no constitutional principle' is 
involved; it is a simple question before the House that the Ministers 
worked for some time, and whether any salary should be paid to 
them ; that is the whole question. I think the members of the House 
will support the motion. 

lift MAHBUBUL HUQ: Much heat has been created over this 
resolution, and therefore I do not want to take up much of the time 
of the Council. There are only two factors involved. Reason and 
sentiment no doubt play a great part in this question, but one thing 
is that the arguments brought forward by Babu Akhil Chandra Datta 
and Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose no doubt are very formidable and I am 
sorry that past utterances of some of the ex-Ministers have raised a 
Frankenstein in this House. The question was raised how the system 
of dyarchy could be destroyed in this country. In the Government 
of India Act there is no provision by which we can defeat the object 
which we had in view when we were fighting against the system. The 
only weapon left to us is to refuse the salaries of the Ministers, which 
we did. Now we have come here in order to justify our existence in 
the eyes of the country and we are here as human beings, and we are 
not here as vindictive creatures in order to punish a thing which is 
already passed and gone. We do want to show that we adopt an 
attitude of benevolent neutrality, and I think we are justified in 
assuming that attitude. Besides there is a feeling in the country, 
both among Hindus and Muhammadans, that the back salaries of the 
Ministers should be paid. ♦ 

The Hon’ble Sir HUCH STEPHENSON: This is a question which 
has to be settled by the vote of the House, and Government will act 
according to that vote, but I do trust that if the House passes this reso- 
lution, it will also pass the supplementary demand which will be neces- 
sary to give effect to it. The events which have led up to this resolu- 
tion are within the knowledge of all members of the House. I do not 
propose to touch on any controversial subject with regard to them. The 
matter is one for the Council to decide. The fact remains that these 
gentlemen have done the work for the period mentioned, and I take it 
that the Council do uot wish to remain in their debt, and therefore 
I support this resolution. 

Mr. P. N. CUHAt I have nothing much to say in reply. 1 
express my deep gratitude to Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta and other members 
of his party for kindly taking an attitude which very well befits them. 

As to the question bf the principle that has been raised by my f rien d, 
Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta, of the Independent party, well. Sir, for 
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obvious ijtimm I am not in a fighting mood to-day, nor do I wiah to 
enter into any discussion with anyone. If time allows and if other 
provision over which the fighting may take place, comes up for dis- 
cussion, and if my friend, Babu Akhil Chandra Datta, can muster the 
courage of tearing himself away from the Swarajists, I will then show 
him where his principle stands. 

All I can say, now, is that I am deeply grateful to the different 
parties who have kindly supported my resolution, and I hope it will 
be passed. 

Babu BEdOY KRISHNA BOSE: On a point of order, Sir, I heard 
the Hon’ble Member say that if this resolution is carried, a supple- 
mentary demand will he brought forward. In that case can we, as 
on previous occasions when a demand is made, move various amend- 
ments suggesting reductions from Re. 1 to Rs. 4,000 ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a question which cannot be put to Sir 
Hugh Stephenson; it ought to be put to me. 

The following motion was then put and agreed to ; — 

u This Council recommends to the Government that the salaries 
for the actual period of work be given to all the four Minis- 
ters who were appointed by His Excellency and who had to 
resign owing to the total refusal of their salaries by the 
Council.’ ’ 

The following resolutions were not put as they were covered by 
the decision of Mr. P. N. Guha’s motion: — 

Rci PYARI LAL DOSS Bahadur: “ This Council recommends to 
the Government that a demand be made for provision by means of a 
supplementary budget for payment to Messrs. A. K. Fasl-ul Huq and 
A. K. Ghusnavi of their salaries for the periods for which they worked 
as Ministers and for which no salaries have been paid to them/’ 

Babu NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY: “ This Council recommends 
to the Government that a demand be made for provision by means of 
a supplementary budget for payment to Messrs. A. K. Fassl-ul Huq and 
A. K. Ghusnavi of their salaries for the periods for which they worked 
as Ministers and for which no salaries have been paid to them.” 

Rai SAHIB PANCHANAN BARMA: " This Council recommends 
to the Government that a demund be made for provision by means of a 
supplementary budget for payment to Messrs. A. K. Fasl-ul Huq and 
A. I. Ghuxnavj of their salaries for the periods for which they worked 
as Ministers and for which no salaries have been paid to them/’ 
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, AfftiiJvi ALLAH BUKHSH BARKAN 3 “ This Council recommends 
to the Government that a demand be made for provision by means of a 
supplementary budget for payment to Messrs. A. K. Fazl-ul Huq and 
A. 3L Ghuznavi of their salaries for the periods for which they worked 
as Ministers and for which no salaries have been paid to them.” 

Haji LAL MAHAMMED: “ This Council recommends to the Gov- 
ernment that a demand be made for provision by means of a supple- 
mentary budget for payment to Messrs. A. K. Fazl-ul Huq and A. K. 
Ghuznavi of their salaries for the periods for which they worked as 
Ministers and for which no salaries have been paid to them.” 

Mtltlvi TAYEBUDDIN AHMED: “ This Council recommends to 
the Government that a demand be made for provision by means of a 
supplementary budget for payment to Messrs. A. K. Fazl-ul Hutj and 
A. K. Ghuznavi of their salaries for the periods for which they worked 
as Ministers and for which no salaries have Wen paid to them.” 

Khan Bahadur Kazi ZAHIRUL HAQ: ” This Council recommends to 
the Government that a demand be made for provision by means of a 
supplementary budget for payment to Messrs. A. K. Fazl-ul Huq and 
A. K. Ghuznavi of their salaries for the periods for which they worked 
as Ministers and for which no salaries have been paid to them.” 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: 44 This Council recommends to the Gov- 
ernment that a demand l>e made for provision by means of a supple- 
mentary budget for payment to Messrs. A. K. Fazl-ul Huq and A. K. 
Ghuznavi of their salaries for the periods for which they worked os 
Ministers and for which no salaries have been paid to them.” 

Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM CHOWDHURY: “This Council recom- 
mends to the Government that a demand be made for provision by 
means of a supplementary budget for payment to Messrs. A. K. Fazl-ul 
Huq and A. K. Ghuznavi of their salaries for the periods for which 
they worked ns Ministers and for which no salaries have been paid to 
them.” 

Mr. A. F. RAHMANS 14 This Council recommends to the Govern- 
ment that a demand be made for provision by means of a supplementary 
budget for payment to Messrs. A, K. Fazl-ul Huq and A. K. Ghuznavi 
of their salaries for the periods for which they worked ns Mini&ter* 
and for which no salaries have been paid to them.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT! Hemanta Babu, one word before you move your 
motion. I have not yet in my possession the consent of the members 
whom you proposed in your motion. 
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MwHEMANTA KUMAR SARKARi I ohtOl witbdmw mj motk» 
after makrag a short statement. 

Mr. PMMlDENTi Is it necessary to make any statement? 

Baton HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR: It is a very short state- 
meat, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! Well in that case you can do so. 

Baton HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR! Sir, I hare been asked by 

my party to withdraw this resolution which questions the sanctity of 
the Permanent Settlement of 1793. The Green movement in Europe 
has meant a vast defeat for Bolshevism. 

Mr. BYOMKES CHAKRAVARTIs Sir, I rise to a point of order. 
With regard to the last resolution there was a division demanded quite 
in good time. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Well, I think that is a reflection on the Presi- 
dent by the leader of the Nationalist party, 

Mr. BYOMKES CHAKRAVARTIs I mean no reflection, Sir, but 
I only mention it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Chakravarti, I heard Mr. Akhil Chandra 
Patta, but I heard him after T had given iny final decision that the 
41 Ayes had it Moreover lie called for it almost in a whisper. 
He ought to have been quicker and raised his voice a little more. In 
these matters you ought to be quick and bold. (Laughter.) 

Mr. AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: The position is then hopeless 
for old people. (Laughter.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Ilenmnta Babu, please go on. 

Babu HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR: It is my belief, Sir, that 
no amount of amendments of the Bengal Tenancy Act will do any good 
to the country. It is high time that in a peasant point of view our 
political policies and programmes should be boldly enunciated. The 
erroneous idea of land proprietorship inaugurated by the Permanent 
Settlement of 1793 has only given rise to a crop of litigation and there- 
by has caused a large income to the coffers of Government. I wanted 
to put a stop to that by having a scientific enquiry into that system 
of land settlement which has been conferred upon a certain class of 
people by the Permanent Settlement of 1793. But, Sir, for that I 
have been accused of Bolshevism. I only want to prevent Bolshevism 
and not to help it. I am, however, compelled by my party to with- 
draw this resolution, but on a future occasion I hope to bring it up 
again. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then you withdraw it? 
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BtfW HEMANTA KUMAR BARKAR: I withdraw the motion. 

MMlvi EKRAMUL HUQl Sir, I rise to a point of order. Is he 
not bound to a«k the permission of the House to withdraw his motion P 

Mr. PRESIDENT! No, not in the case of resolutions which are 
not moved . 

The folowing motion was then withdrawn : — 

44 This Council recommends to the Government that a committee 
of the following officials and non-officials be forthwith 
appointed to inquire as to -who were the actual proprietors 
of land, according to the ancient law and custom of the 
country, and to advise what steps may be taken to modify 
in accordance therewith the idea of land proprietorship 
inaugurated by the Permanent Settlement of 1793: — 

Mr. Dwijadas Datta, m.a., a.r.a.c. (Cirencester), late 
Professor of Agriculture, Sibpur College. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momen, Director of Land Records, 
Bengal (Offg.). 

Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray, m.l.c., zamindar. 

Mr. Ekramul Huq, b.l., m.l.c., President, Tenants’ Group, 
Bengal Legislative Council. 

Mr. L. Birley, c.i.e., i.c.s., Chief Secretary to the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal. 

Babu Atul Chandra Gupta, m.a., b.l., Advocate, Calcutta 
High Court. 

Babu Hemanta Kumar Sarkar, m.a., m.l.c., Secretary, 
All-Bengal Tenants’ Federation.” 

Piooe-workers in Government Pratt. 

Mft K, C. RAY CHAUDHURIS After the last discussion on behalf 
of the Ministers for large payments, I now come to speak on behalf of 
pooT men on small wages in order that some justice may be done to 
them. I beg formally to move that this Council recommends to the 
Government that a committee of officials and non-officials and repre- 
sentatives of the Calcutta Press Employees’ Association be appointed 
to inquire into the existing system of piece-work printing in the Bengal 
Government Press, to consider the grievances of the employees and 
to propose remedies therefor. 

The grievances of the piece-workers in the Bengal Government Press 
have been discussed in this Council in April, 1921, and January, 1922. 
Prior to that, viz., in 1920, just before the reformed Legislatures came 
into existence, there Vas a devastating strike in Government presses* 
The strike lasted for several weeks, as Government failed to remove the 
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gnevancejs of the piece-worker. Brains of high officials like Sir 
Thomas Holland, the then head of the Industries Department, Sir A. 0* 
Ch*tterjee> Sir Ernest Low, were taxed to the utmost to devise remedies* 
Sir Thomas admitted in his speech in September, 1920, in the old! 
Imperial Council, that there were real grievances. I quote an extract 
from his speech ; “ It was evident that many of the men had been 
working unduly long hours because they could not otherwise earn 
sufficient wages/’ “ It was obvious ”, Sir Thomas said, “ that the* 
burden of the work was unequally and unfairly distributed in such a 
way that some of the men were suffering possible damage to their 
health and consequent harm to their dependent families. We have not 
been content with the report of the Press Superintendent, and of the 
Controller, but we have deliberately encouraged the men to bring their 
grievances direct to us during our visits to the presses as well as out- 
of-office hours A committee was formed, consisting of Sir Vital das; 
Thackersey, as President, Hon’ble Mr. G. S. Khaparde, as a 
member, and Mr. Ascoli, the present Controller of Stationery, as Secre- 
tary. Certain concessions were sanctioned, e.g., increase of the rate of 
piece-work which, however, did not affect the piece-workers’ earning* 
very much, as they were already drawing war bonus, which was stopped. 
Mr. Khaparde, however, wrote a strong note of dissent and said: ** I 
regard the large majority of the grievances as real and I am persuaded 
that the abolition of the piece system and adoption of the general ser- 
vice will effectually remedy them.” Other concessions were made 
besides increase of the rate of piece-work with promise to revise these 
rates from time to time — grant of leave of 16 days in the year — modi- 
fication of pension rules. In addition to these minor eon cessions, the 
Government of India issued certain orders on the 15th of July, 1920,. 
affecting the printing presses in Calcutta and elsewhere and I shall 
presently show that these orders were not properly carried out so far a* 
the Bengal Secretariat Press is concerned. 

I have quoted extracts from Sir Thomas’ speech to show that he did 
not rely on the report of the Superintendent of the Press and also that 
he was not afraid of any committee that might enquire into the griev- 
ances of the press emploj’ees. I would just take a couple of miuutes; 
to give you a rough idea of how the piece-workers fare at the Bengal 
Government Press at Alipore. Take the case of a piece-work com- 
positor, and we have something like 180 of them. He has to depend on 
a salaried section-holder for the distribution of his day’s work. After 
the allotment of the work he has to indent for types from a salaried 
store-keeper, and the third salaried man who eomes into play is the 
case or type-supplier, and the fourth man is a porter, also a monthly 
paid servant who carries the case of types from the case-supplier te 
the compositor. I have described only a few links of the chain of 
♦hf piece-work system, a chain that I shall explain to you presently 
goes round the neck of the poor compositor and makes him under the 
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wfatem a sort of slave. The compositor is at the mercy of the first 
three salaried men for starting his day's work, and any dilatorineas 
on the part of these three men at times cost him i to 1$ hours’ loss of 
time. After the composition, he takes the matter to the galley proof 
pressman, another salaried link of the chain. The pressman takes an 
impression and sends the proof through a porter to the compositor, who 
has to see the section-holder again and subsequently the first proof 
reader, a salaried man. After correction, the compositor has to pay 
.n second visit to the pressman for a second impression and thence bock 
to the section-holder and to the second proof reader. The chain goes 
on — a third impression has to be taken and correction has to be made 
by u salaried reviser. After further correction, a fourth impression 
has to be taken, which is called a clean proof, and is sent to the author 
.as final proof. It is clear that a compositor has to depend on at least 
nine salaried men from allotment to completion of work, and, if any 
•of those men fail to do his work properly, the poor piece-worker’s time 
is lost. My complaint is, Sir, the system is a vicious one and the 
poor compositor has to move in a vicious circle. The salaried men 
are under no obligation to do their work promptly. This goes on 
•everywhere, as most of the employers present here will bear me out, 
whether in a merchant’s office, in a mill, in a Railway office or a 
•Court, or even in a Bank. Promptness is not the order of the business 
in this country, excepting perhaps in the race-course betting enclosure. 
It is no exaggeration when 1 say that the dilatoriness of the salaried 
links of the chain causes tremendous hardship to the piece-workers. 
It is on account of this and for other reasons that they have no piece- 
work in the large printing presses owned by the Bengal-Nagpur Rail- 
way, by the Eastern Bengal Railway, by the Calcutta Corporation and 
by the big commercial presses in Calcutta — the Edinburgh, the 
■Caledonian, Lnlchund’s and the newspaper presses of Statesman , 
Patrika and other papers. My point is that industrialists and commer- 
cial men, who are out to make money, have discarded the piece system 
as not paying to them. They must have been convinced that part 
.salary or time-work and part contract work in an Indian press cannot 
possibly conduce to co-operation, especially in India, where position 
and office very often results in abuse of power. Mr. Christie, of the 
Caledonian Press, in his evidence before the Thackersey Committee, 
.said that be had tried the piece system, but had abandoned it owing to 
the fact that for their work the system was unwieldy and expensive, 
as it involved an additional accounting establishment. To add to the 
miseries of the piece-workers, which I shall describe presently, labour- 
saving appliances, such as Lino and Mono machines, have lately been 
introduced, and these machines, which naturally cost the jobs of many, 
nure used for printing matter which proves more profitable to 
the piece- work compositors than ordinary solid work. I am told that 
lin o operators in the* Government of India Press are salaried hands, 
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wheTea» 0jpie in the Bengal Press are piece-worker*. I am told by an 
luihontj: on printing business that these labour-saving appliances* 
l4no8 and Jfonos, do not cause any saving in the coat of printing* I 
shall not detain you many more minutes before I finish. Will Mr, 
Donald be kind enough to say, why men working over 10, 15 and even 
20 years, have not been taken on as permanent hands? Is it not a 
fact that the transfer of compositors from temporary to permanent 
establishments depends on the sweet will of the officers? Will Mr. 
Donald kindly explain why the Superintendent of the Press did not 
carry out the orders of the Government of India, dated the 15th July, 
1920, on this point? I quote the following from the orders: “ With a 
view to remove one of the principal grievances of men on the tem- 
porary establishment, the Government of India have also decided to 
transfer a large proportion of such men from the temporary to the 
permanent establishment.” Will Mr. Donald kindly explain why the 
orders of the Government of India regarding the institution of a pro- 
vident fund on the lines of State railways were not carried out ? Will 
Mr. Donald be good enough to explain why the orders of the Govern- 
ment of India regarding formation of works committees, composed of 
representatives of different classes of workers and supervising stuff, 
were not given effect to? I have a personal connection with the for- 
mation of these committees. As an outcome of my resolution on 
industrial unrest and after close investigation, Sir John Kerr, the Presi- 
dent of the Industrial Unrest Committee and other members of the 
Committee, strongly recommended the introduction of works com- 
mittees in many industrial establishments as a machinery to handle 
many petty grievances. In fact, if a works committee existed in the 
Alipore Press with representatives of piece-workers and salaried staff, 
the question of dilatoriness on the part of the supervising hands would 
have been easily settled. I am told that the Bosses of the Press were 
opposed to the formation of a works committee. If it is so, I think 
their action must be strongly criticised, for I am convinced, from 
practical experience, that a works committee of the right type remove* 
friction between the supervisors and the workers. In fact, there is a 
works committee of this kind in the Government of India Press. 

Sir, I shall now deal with the question of pension of piece-workers. 
Mr. John Kerr (now Sir John Kerr), in his speech in this Council on the 
22nd January, 1922, said: “ Then, as regards the question of the average 
earnings to be taken into calculation in arriving at the pensions of 
piece-workers, the Council probably knows that in cases of ordinary 
servants of Government their pension is half the average salary of the 
three years preceding their retirement. It has been represented that as 
regards the piece-workers this system does not work fairly, because a 
man’s efficiency’ at his work in earlier years falls off during his later 
years. A man of fifty is not so skilful as a younger man; his finger 
gets stiff, gets rheumatic, and so on, and his work suffers. In order 
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to obviate any hardship in this respect, the roles already lay down that 
the pension of a piece-worker shall be calculated on his average earn- 
ings for the last six years' service." 

Sir, I have taken the figures of earnings from a piece-work com- 
positor of the Bengal Press. His age is 51. He has been working for 
the last 24 years and he tells me that his earnings have fallen from 
Rs. 90 to Its. 40 in 12 years. I have taken the earnings of another 
man of 46 years; it has fallen from Rs. 100 to Rs. 65 in 8 years. I 
therefore appeal to Mr. Donald to reconsider the Pension Rules and 
check the figures and revise the rules from a humanitarian standpoint, 
I know of a case — the case of Chandi Charan Dey, an ex-compositor, 
who served the Bengal Government Press for more than 23 years. 
This fellow was declared invalid by Government doctors and recom- 
mended for pension by the then Deputy Superintendent of the Press, 
but alas! he got nothing; and what is he doing now? He is begging 
in the streets of Calcutta! This old man, with a record of 22 years' 
good service to his credit, is begging! I can give you many more 
instances of miseries of ex -piece-workers. Sir, these piece-workers are 
recruited from the class known as hhadralog — the lower middle-class — 
in a sense the backbone of articulate Indians with a fair amount of 
education and high standard of living. 

They work harder than the office clerks and have more unity and 
fellow-feelings. They organised a Union known as the Press Employees' 
Association. The strength of that Union was so great in the past, 
that men like Sir Thomas Holland had to negotiate with that Union 
during the great strike in 1920, and even the late Mr. C. R. Das, our 
leader, helped them with funds. My point is that, unlike the loose 
organisation of industrial workers, who only combine during a strike, 
the Union of the press employees is capable of offering fight. 

Sir, piece-workers cio not enjoy the benefit of public holidays, Sundays, 
privilege leave, casual leave and medical leave, like the salaried hands. 
“No work, no pay " may be all right as the guiding principle of leave 
rules framed by the shareholders of an industrial concern. The Bengal 
Government Press is not conducted for the benefit of any shareholders 
and is run or should be mn as any other Government establishment, vis., 
with (hie regurd to efficiency and subject to all reasonable economy and 
the good opinion of the general public. We hear so much about running 
Government presses on commercial and industrial lines. State or 
municipal undertakings, and I wish there were more of them in India, 
can never be run on purely commercial principles, vis., profit and com- 
petition, for the simple reason that workers in State establishments are 
tax-payers as well as wage-earners, and their health and comfort and 
well-being and standard of living must be carefully protected. We 
all know that the Eastern Bengal Railway is not a paying concern, but 
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that is a| why wages and condition o! work of employees of that 

important System of railway should be in any way inferior to any other 
branch of State railway. There are hundreds of mechanics employed in 
the Engineering Department, Loco and Carriage Works of the Eastern 
Bengal Railway at Kanchrapara, Saidpur, and elsewhere. Are these 
mechanics employed as piece-workers? Decidedly not! Jessops and 
Bums and John King, executing large mechanical orders, pay their 
labour on piece system. Why, because it pays them to do so? I have not 
the least doubt that the Eastern Bengal Railway or East Indian 
Railway or any other railway will effect savings if they adopt the 
piece system; but they know that their savings will be absorbed by 
extra supervision and accounting establishment. I can give you facts 
and figures taken from a private press in support of my contention 
and can very easily demolish the bogey of running Government 
presses strictly on economical and commercial lines. Only yesterday 
Reuters announced that £20 millions sterling was paid as subsidy to 
coal miners on the same principle that I demand to-day. 


I visited the Press last Monday. Mr. Norton, the Superintendent, 
who has jealously protected the interests of press employees, showed 
me round the Press and explained to me the working of the piece 
system. There was the universal cry there among the piece-workers 
for abolition of the system. A piece-man told me in the presence 
of Mr. Norton that he was ill for six weeks, and had to incur heavy 
debts; and that since his return to the Press last week his physical 
weakness prevents him from making even half his normal money. 
Of all the grievances that I discussed with the men and Mr. Norton, 
none is so strong as this question of leave. Under the present rules 
they are only entitled to 16 days* leave in one year. I call this 
absolutely unjust and iniquitous, for I know from personal experience 
that the Bengalis of the compositor and distributor class cannot possibly 
keep good health and* appearance and attend to many of the social 
and religious functions with 16 days' leave in the year. When I met 
these men on Monday, in the presence of Mr. Norton, I saw paleness 
and cheerlessness written largely on the faces of these piece-workers 
and drew the attention of Mr. Norton to this. After all they are 
State employees and they should be treated on the same basis as other 
State employees. There is, for example, a partial piece system in the 
East Indian Railway Press in Fairlie Place and the piece-workers at 
the Press are entitled to 30 days' privilege leave and 30 days' casual 
leave and medical leave, practically on full pay, based on average earn- 
ings. Why should not the same system be introduced in another 
branch of the State service, vis., the Bengal Government Press? 
Sixteen days’ leave in the year and no pay for Sunday and public 
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holidays and no medical or casual leave — this most be condemned, no 
matter what the Government of India has to say about this. They 
must have the same leave rules as the piece-workers enjoy in the East 
Indian Railway Press, vis., one month’s privilege and one month's 
casual or medical leave, or whatever may be the East Indian Railway 
rules. There can he no question about this, and if we had dyarchy 
functioning to-day, and there is a Minister controlling the Government 
Press, he would have abolished* the present iniquitous rules of leave. 
Why, Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, when a member of the late Imperial 
Council, strongly supported the case of the piece-workers, and did it 
frem personal knowledge, because he was the owner of a press. Why 
even Mr. C. R. Das, the President of the Press Employees’ Union in 
1920, fought the case of the press workers and, if I am not mistaken, 
our Hon'ble President had great sympathy with the case of the piece- 
workers. I say, therefore, that apart from any other grievances, the 
question of leave must be thrashed out, and that the best way to dto 
it is to appoint a representative committee and, if that committee decides 
after full investigation to modify the leave rules, the Hon’ble Mr. Donald 
will no doubt. do his best to remove the cause of great suffering of the 
piece-workers at the Kalighat Press. I quote from a speech from our 
Late Minister, Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, which he delivered at the 
old Imperial Council in 1920. He said : “ These men cannot work 

for 12 months without a holiday. There are seasons and occasions when 
they feel sick and when they cannot work. These were the points which 
I ventured to press upon the attention of Mr. A. C. Chatterjee, when 
he met in Conference to consider this matter, and he was good* enough to 
tell me that they would receive attention. The appointment of a com- 
mittee would strengthen the hands of the Government. If the com- 
mittee support the position of the Government, that could enormously 
strengthen their hands. " In the words of Sir Surendra Nath I appeal 
to the Government to accept u Rmall committee for investigation of 
the grievances of the Bengal Press piece-men and adopt such modifi- 
cation of the system in the Bengal Press and the leave rules as may 
be recommended by the committee. 

Sir, I am sure if the committee makes any recommendations, 
Mr. Donald will give effect to them, and I am sure he will not burk an 
inquiry. If he does, it will be misunderstood, and people will come 
to the conclusion that there must be a lot of things which the Govern- 
ment are not willing to publish. With these words I commend the reso. 
lution to the House. 


MU** Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: Sir, I could not get 
the consent of the ^on'ble Mr. Donald and Mr. Martin, the Labour 
Intelligence Officer ; so, I omit their names from my list. 
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I RwnMyfhy way of amendment, that in the motion of Mr, K. 0. Ray 
Chaudhuri— 

(t) iinee 2 and 3, for the words “ officials and non-officials and repre- 
sentatives of the Calcutta Press Employees’ Association ,r 
the word* “the foUowing members and two members of the 
Press Employees’ Association to be nominated by them, five 
to form a quorum ’’ be substituted ; and 

(it) the following be added at the end, namely : — 

(1) Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhuri ; 

(2) Mr. N. C. Sen ; 

(3) Mr. S. N. Haidar: 

(4) Maulvi Amnnat Khan ; 

(5) Mr. Mahbubul Huq ; 

(6) Maulvi Wahed Hossain ; and 

(7) Mr. I). N. Roy, Barristcr-at-Law. 

Mr. M. OAUD: This piece system was introduced for over half ar 
(;entury ago before which the salary system was in vogue. Since then 
the principle is one of no work, no pay. These pieceworkers, more- 
over, do not enjoy any holidays or Sundays or half-holidays. This is 
the principle on which the piece-workers are working at present iir 
Government press. At the time of the change, hopes which for some- 
time were not falsified were held out that the employees would he 
gainers thereby because at that time the section-holders were getting a 
certain percentage on the total earnings of the piece-workers tielonging 
to tbeir sections, and it was to their interest to see that piece-workers 
earned as much as possible. But the practice was soon put a stop to 
and the section-holders were put on fixed pay and at present their in- 
come to a certain extent depends on the whims of the section-holder* 
who are not at all mindful of the loss of time to piece-workers and for 
the prompt distribution of work. 

(At this stage the Hon’ hie the President left the Chamber and Raja 
Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhuri of Kantosh took the Chair.) 

In the year 1914 Mr. Gilbert, the then officiating Superintendents 
passed an order that all “ Statement ” work, which was then profit- 
able to piece-workers, should be done under “ solid ” system. The 
change, since carried out, has seriously reduced their earnings and 
what is more, practically all “ Statement ” work is now done on the 
Mono machines. There are three departments which are at present 
paid in piece-rate system, vis.: (1) the Lino Department, (2) Compos- 
ing Department, and (3) the Printing Press Department. But the 
clerical staff, officers, readers and heads of the three departments are 
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paid according to fix pay system and enjoy all the privileges which axe 
sanctioned under Government rules and regulations whereas these piece- 
workers cannot have full satisfaction of their work. They have no 
privilege leave and other advantages enjoyed by other Government 
servants. 

Sir, in the Lino Department, Lino operators in all other offices in 
Calcutta such as in all English daily newspaper offices, and the Gov- 
ernment of India printing office are paid according to the salaried 
system with yearly increments varying from Us. 50 to Us. 175 . 

But in the Bengal Government Press the operators are paid in piece- 
rate system which is quite inconvenient for them -to earn properly in 
comparison with other offices mentioned above, because there is no 
standard of work and there is also no fixity of work in the Government 
Press. In some other parts of India, such as Bombay, some printing 
offices established the piece system, but their rules and regulations 
are far better than those in force in the Bengal Government Press. 
They have kept only one sort of work in one measurement, so that all 
the employees can earn proportionately according to their ability. 
There are many other rules which I cannot mention within this short 
space of time. The real difficulties are that piece-workers are not paid 
any emoluments for Government holidays including half-holidays on 
Saturdays and Sundays, and there is no privilege leave for them. Now, 
what are the difficulties that prevent these workers from earning their 
proper share. The difficulty is that it is always seen that the Lino- 
machines are worked in defective conditions for shortage of mechanics, 
there being no efficient mechanics to look after these machines. As 
«oon as the machine* is out of order, it cannot work and consequently 
the piece-workers cannot work and the poor operators suffer pecuniarily 
on the principle no work, no pay. 

Now, several sorts of work are composed — some of which are intri- 
cate and take longer time and some are easy. This work cannot be 
properly distributed, and so some people gain while some people loose 
in their earnings. If there is no lino-work, favouritism takes place. 
Nominally there is a rule for giving the charge, i.e., payment of 
operators for the stoppage of machines due to mechanical defects or 
-shortage of copy. For these stoppages the operators have always to 
depend on the recommendations of mechanics or section-holders and 
overseers who do no* justice to these piece-hands, as they are being 
highly paid by the office and they want to please the higher officers 
hy cutting the earnings of the piece-hands. And here also the ques- 
tion of favouritism comes in. If one can satisfy the man in charge of 
the department he will say — the machine is all right, you can work; if 
he cannot satisfy him, then for a very slight defect in the machine he 
will say— I cannot aHow you to work. Naturally they have to go 
back to their house without any earning. This is the justice that is 
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Wag d§|£ to thee© workers. For these reasons I heartily support the 
resolution moved by K. C. Ray Chaudhuri that this system should he 
abolished, hut before the system is abolished my friend has made a 
very modest suggestion that there should be a committee and let the 
committee enquire into their grievances and then a decision can he 
arrived at with regard to this matter. 

Mtal AMULYA DHONE ADDYs Sir. I have much pleasure in 
supporting the resolution which has been ably moved by Mr. K. C. 
Ray Chaudhuri. I am a resident of the locality in which the Alipore 
Press is located, I come across the men who work in the Press now 
and then and have heard their grievances from time to time. 1 have 
personally enquired into some of their grievances and I must state 
that though some of these appear to me to be fictitious, there is not 
the slightest doubt that most of them are real. Sir, these people have 
submitted an appeal to the members of this Council stating some of 
their grievances and I find that of the grievances which have been 
stated, the following appear to l>e real. They say that piece-workers 
do not enjoy the benefit of the public holidays, including Sundays, 
privilege leave, casual leave and medical leave like the other half of 
the Press, i.r. t the salaried establishment. Holidays mean loss to their 
earnings but at the same time holidays are of the utmost importance 
considering the very hard labour they have to undergo. In case they 
are absent, the period of absence is deducted in such a way as to 
render their chance of earning a pension a remote possibility, while 
the salaried staff are sure of a pension after serving for a prescribed 
number of years. Then they state that it is a well-known fact that as 
they advance in years their working capacity decreases, and with it 
their earnings, while the income of the salaried hands increases with 
years. 

Dr« H. W. S. MORENO: On a point of order. Sir, is the hon'bl© 
member entitled to read from a paper which is not duly signed by any 
responsible person? 

TIM CHAIRMAN (Raja Manmatta Nath Ray Chaudhuri af 
CaHtMh)I I think he is perfectly entitled to read from any paper he 
holds in hia hand, unless there i» anything objectionable, and in cue 
you have any objection to take or if you wi«h to refute any atatoment, 
you can apeak later on and do so. 

AMtILYA DHONE AOOYl Thank yon, Sir. That i§ the 
aum and gubetenoe of the grievance# which, in my opinion, after proper 
enquiry, appear to be real. 
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Now, the suggestion which has been made by Mr. Ray Chaudhuri 
appears to be a modest one. He does not ask us to grant the prayers 
of these employees at once. What he suggests is to appoint a com- 
mittee — a committee not only of the representatives of the aggrieved 
persons and non-officials, but also of officials, and he wants this com- 
mittee to enquire into their grievances. 1 know that as a matter of 
fact their wages under the piece system have been increased, but their 
earnings have been coming down from year to year, and, Sir, it is 
most desirable that an enquiry should be made into their grievances — 
otherwise the result will be disastrous — disastrous to the public, dis- 
astrous to these persons and disastrous to the Government especially 
because, if you do not enquire into their grievances, if you defy their 
united prayer, they might create disturbances — they might go on 
strike. Under these circumstances it is most desirable that their 
grievances should be enquired into by a committee consisting of officials 
and non-officials. 

Mr. H. BARTONS Sir, the mover of this resolution has gone very 
fully into the case. He has covered practically all the grounds and 
there remains very little to be said. Assuming that all he says is 
correct, then I must say that it is a very deplorable state of affairs 
altogether. One naturally expects that Government ns an employer of 
labour should set an example to other employers; blit in this case it 
would appear that the example that has been set by Government is a 
very bad one. Regarding printing presses, I happen to have connec- 
tion with a printing press myself. It was once suggested to me that I 
should follow the system of Government on the piece-work lines. Not 
understanding what the system was, I asked to be supplied with the 
necessary information, and after going into it very thoroughly, I came 
to the conclusion that any man holding a press and working under 
that system could not have much humanity. The system is a driving 
system. It enervates a worker to an extent which can hardly be express- 
ed; and, as has been pointed out by the mover of the resolution, the 
nature of the work is such that, after a number of years, the com- 
positor finds himself becoming gradually handicapped and less and 
less able to give that particular outturn which would bring to him a 
sufficient remuneration. I am rather backward about expressing my- 
self too freely in regard to the attitude of Government towards its 
subordinate employees. But my experience in this connection has 
been that, while Government shows great concern for the higher offi- 
cials, they have the least sympathy and least consideration so far as 
the subordinate ranks are concerned. Any attempt on the part of 
«hese workers to put up a case or to submit their grievances is gener- 
ally resented as a piece of impertinence or, if the worker happens to be 
a Government servant; it is termed insubordination. I had a little bit 
of that experience myself and very recently too. If a class of workers 
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feel everything is not quite right with them, it in pedoct^ rigbt 
that th#y should endeavour to bring it to the notice of their cm ployers ; 
and if the employer is a reasonable person and if he wants to realise 
the best from his workers, he will surely feel that he must treat the 
workers considerately and sympathetically. It is not asking too much 
to have a full investigation into the matter; and if the employer— -in 
this case the Government — shirks that enquiry, it is quite clear that 
everything is not right there and that they are afraid to bring the 
matter into the light of the day. Now, the request put forward in 
this resolution is a reasonable one; and, assuming that all that has 
been said is correct, I do not think that Government will he unreason- 
able enough to refuse such a reasonable request. It will cost them 
nothing — the enquiry’ will be held in Calcutta— no one will have to be 
brought from other parts of India and this would have involved Gov- 
ernment in a certain amount of expenditure, they are all on the spot, and 
I think Government will Ik* rendering a service not only to the 
employees, but also to themselves by making au enquiry that is here 
asked for. 

Reference has been made by a speaker to a strike which took place 
some time ago. Well, on the question of strikes one has to Ik* very 
cautious indeed. Mv experience* is that Government is not always 
intimidated by strike threats, they are always ready to meet the situa- 
tion should their employees take that step, and I liuve always been 
rather inclined to doubt whether these strikes lead to unywhere; but 
certainly in the present case, if these employees are goaded to take this 
step, I say, Government will not he able to meet the situation as easily 
us may be expected. Personally 1 feel that Government should avail 
themselves of this opportunity, and appoint u committee to investigate 
the whole mutter. 

Personally I feel that this particular class of workei has a right to 
come to this Council for redress. If the worker feels that he is neg- 
lected, and his endeavours to obtain redress from Government in the 
ordinary way fail him- -I understand the workers have an Association, 
but whether that Association have approached Government to give them 
a committee of enquiry has not been stated by the mover of the reso- 
lution. I think they ought to be heard. Even so it is my expedience 
that if this Association endeavour to have some sort of investigation 
by the authorities who are responsible for the work in the press they 
are more or less likely to have it, but in this resolution a particular 
request is made that a committee be appointed to go into the grievances 
of these employees. They come to this House to help them in this 
matter and as the request is a very reasonable one I do not see why the 
House should refuse it. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for 15 minutes.] 

[After the adjournment the Hon’ble the President in the Chair.] 
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TN Honlril Mr. 4 * 0011 ALPS One might think, Sir, from some of 
the speeches that hare been made that there is grave suffering and 
grave discontent at the press at Chetla. This is not the case. There 
is not a more contented body of men really than the men in the press. 
There was, as Mr. Ray Chaudhuri has mentioned, a committee in 1920 
which dealt with press matters and ever since that time we have 
been improving things in the press, and we had no complaints. 
Suddenly without any personal representation to the Superintendent, 
without making any complaint or without any representation whatever, 
the employees sent in a memorial to Government. They had had no 
grievances before that; everything was done suddenly and without 
giving the Superintendent any chance of hearing or redressing their 
alleged grievances the workmen sent in a memorial to Government. If 
they had any real grievances surely one would have expected that they 
would mention them to the Superintendent, so the charge that there 
is grave suffering and discontent in the press falls down entirely. It 
would be quite a different thing to come and ask for a committee of 
enquiry if they had any grievances and had brought them to our notice. 
So far as I know they never talked about them at all ; they merely sent 
in a memorial which has been dealt with and turned down. They might 
have said something and as they have not done so it cannot be said 
that there is grave suffering and grave hardship among them. The 
conditions are indeed such that we could without the slightest delay 
or difficulty replace the whole of the staff. There is not the slightest 
inclination on the part of any one to leave the press. If we look at 
the memorial, and we have had some extracts from it, there is not a 
single suggestion in it that the wages they are getting are not living 
wages and not at all fair. As a matter of fact, with reference to 
Mr. Barton's remark that their labour is extremely severe and arduous, 
I may say that they have been working far less hours than is permis- 
sible under the Factories Act. They have, owing to a misinterpretation 
of the Act, been working for only 40 to 50 hours a week. 


Dr. RIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I enquire from the Hon'bte 
Member what the memorial consists ofP 


Tht Hon’blt Mr. J. DONALD! I shall come to that shortly. 

Mr. Ray Chaudhuri referred to a resolution of the Government of 
India dated the 25th J ulv 1920 and he asked me why we had not carried 
out several of the orders of the Government of India contained in that 
resolution. The answer is simple. That resolution applied to the 
presses under the control of the Government of India and not to the 
Bengal press. We deal with our own press as we think best and the 
Government of India’s orders were not binding upon us. 
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Noi||be memorial started by asking for the introduction of a time* 
scale ot pay. These piece-workers wanted to be placed in the same 
position as the permanent clerical staff. They woald like when they 
get older to get more pay and do less work. That is a position we 
cannot undertake to agree to at all. They are industrial labour and 
not clerical labour, and cannot be put on the same footing as the clerical 
staff. This question of piece-work was dealt with by the Piece Workers* 
Committee of 1922. That Committee dealt with the piece-work system 
in all its details. Those who would like to study this question fully 
might read the Pjece Work Committee's report. Here I may briefly 
mention the grounds of objection to its replacement by any other sys* 
tern. In the first place we must remember that the work in a Gov- 
ernment press is quite different to the work in private presses. We have 
straightforward solid work continuously going on ; it is quite 
different from the ordinary job and contract work of private presses. 
The conditions in the two are quite different and this is one of the 
reasons why presses adopt a different system to that followed in the 
Government press. Of course a slacker would like to go on a time- 
scale and draw as much money for as little work as he can as the 
zealous worker who is energetic. If we had a salary system on the 
time-scale, or whatever system may be followed, the first thing that 
would happen is that there would be a great reduction in the outturn 
of work of the existing staff and this would mean a great increase in 
the cost of establishment to cope with the work. It would also mean 
that the workers would have to go on to a salaried or wages wale similar 
to that in private presses and the effect would be that they would draw 
much less pay than they are drawing now. They ask for a time-scale 
now Well, as a matter of fact the piece-worker has what is called 
a grade pay. A piece-worker has a certain grade of salary which be 
is paid when he is doing work which cannot be determined by the 
piece. This gradually improves according to his earnings as a piece- 
worker. As his piece earnings improve his grade pay improves and he 
secures the benefit of this when on hour work and for the admissible 
days of leave. This is more like a salary which corresponds to the 
market rate. If we adopt the system followed in private presses of 
salaried wages it follows that the men will be paid by the hour und 
not by the piece, they will get less than I hey are drawing now,, and 
it is more than likely that they will not do very hard work if they can 
get pay by doing as little work as possible. 

Further under a salaried system or a time-scale extra supervision 
would be required to see that the workers do not slack. This means 
a considerable increase in the supervising staff. Then it is difficult to 
get rid of the slacker. Private presses can get rid of slackers very 
easily but in Government institutions it is one of the hardest things 
on earth to get rid of the slacker. 
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I would like here to mention what the employees themselves really 
think about this question. In the year 1915 the binders of the press 
actually applied to go on piece rates; we allowed them to do so tern* 
porarily for one year and they liked it so much that it has been going 
on since. It has been asserted that it is the salaried men who do alt 
the damage and create grievances among the piece-workers, yet in the 
memorial mention is not made of all the salaried men but of one class 
only. They have nothing to say about the section-holders, but only 
about the time-checkers. 

However let me turn to the grievances, the so-called grievances in 
the memorial. I beg your pardon; there is a reference to section- 
holders. They do mention them, but it is the time-checkers who are 
said to be responsible for cutting their earnings. The first reference is 
to a decrease in earnings. Now the piece-workers’ earnings to some 
extent must depend on the amount of work they do; and consequently 
if we keep the same number of men the wages of the workers must 
fluctuate with the amount of work to be done. If the work that has 
k) be done by the same number of men diminishes it is natural there 
night be a diminution in the earnings of the men generally. We could 
easily maintain the earnings to the same rates if we got rid of some 
f these men on the temporary staff, but it may be that in the following 
week or month there comes a larger rush of work and we have to get 
these men back to work again. We have accordingly to adjust things 
as best as we can, as the outturn in work fluctuates. And it is prefer- 
able temporarily to allow a small fall in earnings while keeping all 
the men, than to keep up the rate for a few ami discharge others to 
earn nothing. We cannot adjust constantly to meet fluctuations of 
work and it is jmssible that wages may go down at one time and up at 
another. If work shows a steady diminution, then wages cun be kept 
up by getting rid of the superfluous men. 

Mr. Baud has referred to the second grievance, the change to 
** solid, ” and has said that the saving to Government has come out 
of the earnings of the workers. The change, I may say, has resulted 
in the saving of many lakhs to Government, but this did not come 
out of the earnings of the workers. With the reduction of work which 
ft produced, the number of men employed had to be reduced, and this 
change did not affect the remaining workers in any way; it was all a 
case of od justing numbers employed to the work remaining to be 
done. 

Then the next statement that was made is that there is a gulf of 
difference between the earning of the piece-workers and that of the 
salaried hands. This was not the case when the memorial was sub- 
mitted — for when salaried posts for which the piece-workers were 
qualified became vacant^ the piece-workmen would not take the appoint- 
ments because they were themselves earning more as piece-workers. 
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We haw altered this since tbe memoi ial was submitted, by raising 
the salary of tbe posts to which they could aspire, in order to induce 
them to accept these posts, and they will now get the advantage of 
it. 

The next complaint is that these men are at the mercy of the time- 
checkers who cut down their earniugs. The situation is other than 
as represented, for as a matter of fact the time-checkers were very 
slack and were not cutting the times sufficiently. The Deputy Super- 
intendent himself made an experiment in order to find whether they 
were charging correctly and he found that work was being overcharged 
and actually what had taken 4 or 5 hours previous to his enquiry was 
found possible in 2 to 3 hours. 

Then, it is said that these men do not enjoy the benefit of public 
holidays. They do enjoy the public holidays, but naturally they do not 
get paid for Sundays and holidays — they do not work on those days — 
this is the essence of the piece-work system. 

In regard to this same question of leave, these men talk of the 
unhealthy conditions under which they have to work. Well, I would 
ask anyone here to go round and see the Press in which these men work. 
He will find no better Press in India — no better, no more airy, no more 
comfortable building than our Press, where the conditions are ideal. 
These men talk about unheal thy conditions? They do not exist. 

Now, about tbe leave they get as piece-workers. They get 10 days' 
leave annually credited to them to cover absences during the year. At 
tbe end of the year they are given a sum equivalent to their grade pay 
earnings for 1(» days to cover tbe days they have been absent. As a matter 
of fact, some of tbe men do not absent themselves for the JO days. »So 
in addition to their grade pay for the full 1(5 days they actually draw their 
actual earnings for part or all of the time which this concession is 
intended to cover. So, there is not much in the complaint, when we 
find them working on the days when they are supposed to be on leave. 
Under this system they drew hist year as much as Rs. 7 ,000 as extra 
leave pay in addition to their own. 

As to pensions for these piece-workers, there is nothing in the 
complaint, and an examination of some of the pension papers will 
show that there is nothing to complain of on this score. 

I think, Sir, that these remarks cover the different items contained 
in tbe memorial, and as I have said there is nothing in these items. 
We are carrying on tbe system which a committee only 2 years ago laid 
down as tbe beet system for Government presses. If we make a change 
from that system, tbe expenditure would be so great that it might be 
far cheaper for ns have our printing done in outside presses. I* it 
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better that we should spend more in sending our work out to private 
presses, letting our labourers also go there and earn much less than 
they are doing now, or to have & contented staff drawing good pay and 
working under conditions second to none in India and at more economy 
to Government? As I have said, there might have been a case for 
enquiry into these so-calied grievances if they were real and if we had 
turned them down after hearing all they had to say on the subject* 
No complaints were made to us verbally and it was all on a sudden that 
we get a memorial without any warning. I do not believe for a moment 
that there is any grievance on the part of the workers, and if there is 
any, I am quite willing, as is Mr. Woodhead as well, to go into the 
matter. I may also add that they have no better friend than 
Mr. Norton. If they will come to us with anything they want to 
complain about, we are quite willing to see to it, but they have not 
done so, and, until they do so, and not come behind us in this fashion, 

I am not prepared to agree to the appointment of a committee. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: I have listened with great patience 
to the points mentioned by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald in replying to my 
resolution. His first point is — why did not these press men go to 
Mr. Norton and complain. The reason for this is obvious, because they 
knew very well that Mr. Norton’s hands were tied with regard to the 
question of leave and pension and therefore they got up this memorial 
and submitted it on the 22nd of January through Mr. Norton and the 
Hon’ble Mr. Donald to the Governor. Was not that sufficient notice 
that there were plenty of grievances? Did Mr. Norton tell the press 
men that if there were any grievances he would deal with them ? He 
was rather annoyed, because a memorial was submitted. 

His next point was that the Government of Bengal did not follow' 
the recommendations of the Government of India, The Hon’ble 
Mr. Donald himself has admitted that the Government of Bengal 
followed the Government of India’s recommendations when they intro- 
duced the pension system. Why take a part of the recommendations 
and not follow the whole. After all you ought to have altered the 
conditions of those working in the press according to the orders of the 
Government of India after the committee sent in their recommenda- 
tions. Well, Sir, he says that if the salaried system was introduced 
the men would earn leas, but we all know that the Calcutta Corporation 
have got the salaried system and do the men there earn less than in 
the Government press? 

His third point is that the Government of Bengal press has a special 
kind of work to do, but does not the Calcutta Corporation press do 
similar kind of work? Have they not reports to submit, agendas to 
print, and all sorts of; statistical work to do? All these are exactly 
of the same character as that of the Bengal Government press* Then 
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Ae Hon *11# Member mentioned the oaae of the slicker*. Lalohand 
and the fllledonian press pay salaries. Are they thereby encouraging 
slackness? I know that in Government employment there are more 
slackers Ann in the private presses. In the law courts why do they 
grant two or three months’ leave ? In the High Court the clerks get 
two months* holiday in certain departments, and why in the case of 
the press workers yon apply the rigours of commercialism ? Why don’t 
you apply the rigours of commercialism to the employees of the High 
Court? He then said that the men were offered the salary system, but 
they refused it because in that case their earnings would be less. Here 
I have got a statement signed by two hundred men in which they say 
that they want to work on time system and are willing to accept any 
salary, even the same salary as the private presses pay. If there are 
slackers in the private press they can get rid of them by dismissing 
them. In the Eastern Bengal Railway press they have got the salary 
system and surely the Eastern Bengal press, is not a private concern 
and since they have got that system, are we to suppose that they are 
encouraging slackers? The Hon’ble Member said that when 16 days’* 
leave was offered, the men did not avail themselves of it, and preferred 
to work. This is due to the simple fact that they cannot make both 
ends meet and in order to get a few more rupees they preferred to work. 

I know of men who are in debt and in order to pay off the debts they 
have got to work on holidays. The Hon’ble Member said that in regurd 
to pension he was following the orders 0 / the Government of India and 
may I ask why he did not follow' their orders for instituting provident 
fund? He takes only part of the recommendations and ignores the rest* 
because it does not suit him. 

Then I think Mr. Donald has not replied to any of the other points. 
His reply was very vague. All the argument that he has adduced i* 
that there is no demand for extra leave and that these men work on 
holidays without taking any leave. This I have replied to. Hon’bie 
Mr. Donald failed to reply why provident fund and work committee* # 
were not introduced in Bengal press as recommended by the Government 
of India. 

The following amendment of Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq Chaudhuri 
was then put and lost : — 

“That in the motion of Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhuri : — 

(i) lines 2 and 3, for the words ' officials and non-officials an d 
representatives of the Calcutta Press Employees* Association’ 
the words * the following members and two members of A# 
Press Employees’ Association to be nominated by them, five 
to form a quorum * be substituted ; and 
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(U) the following be added at the end, namely : — 

(1) Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhuri; 

(2) Mr. N. C. Sen; 

(3) Mr. S. N. Haidar; 

(4) Maulvi Amanat Khan; 

(5) Mr. Mahbubul Huq; 

(6) Maulvi Wahed Hossain; and 

(7) Mr. D. N. Roy, Bar-at-Law.” 

The following motion was then put and agreed to : — 

** This Council recommends to the Government that a committee 
of officials and non-officials and representatives of the 
Calcutta Press Employees’ Association be appointed to 
inquire into the existing system of piece-work printing in 
the Bengal Government Press, to consider the grievances of 
the employees and to propose remedies therefor.” 


Provision for the primary education of the depressed classes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In regard to item No. 16, there are two other 
motions analogous to it, viz., Nos. 36 and 61. If the movers of these 
resolutions are prepared to move them as amendments, they may do so. 
otherwise their resolutions will fail after a decision has been reached 
on resolution No. 16. 


Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAS: I move that this Council recommends 
to the Government that Its. 2,00,000 be earmarked every year in the 
Educational budget for the primary education of the students of the 
^depressed classes. 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as 
follows : — 

” Sir, though a Sw-arajist, I have been compelled to put before the 
House this resolution by the urgency of the matter and I can say that 
if we had real power I would have either asked for a crore of rupees 
for the same purpose or moved for the introduction of compulsory 
primary education. Most of the money provided \n the education 
budget is spent on higher education and for the Inspecting Staff, and 
thus the community for which I make this demand and which is com- 
posed of 80 per cent, of the total population goes even without efficient 
primary education. 
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Onr eMB® unity wants primary education. It has no need of 
higher education which is beyond its means and which is unsuitable 
for its conditions of life and its purposes. We are told both by Govern- 
ment and by our fellow-countrymen that education alone can lead us 
to Self-Government but, in practice, we do not see that anything is 
being done for the spread of education. A large part of the social 
body is lying inert for want of education and is frustrating by its inac- 
tion all our agitations for Swaraj. It is, in fact, an obstruction in the 
path of Swaraj. We realise that suitable measures for the educa- 
tion of the depressed classes cannot be taken without Swaraj. But we 
must, in the meanwhile, give them what enlightenment we can and 
thereby help them to realise their situation and consequently I approach 
the House with this demand for a paltry sum for the education of the 
vast, neglected portion of our society.” 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved, by way of amendment, 
that in the motion of Dr. Mohini Mohan Das, line 2, for the figures 
“ 2,00,000,” the figures “ 3,00,000 ” be substituted. 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as 
follows : — 

“ I move this amendment because I think a great deal of money is 
required for the education of the members of the depressed classes for 
whom this demand is made. We constantly hear of want, but we 
actually find that while money is not wanting for all sorts of purposes, 
none is available for education. It is unjust that nothing should lie 
given for the education of those from whom all money is received. 
The House may laugh at my interest in the depressed classes but I 
am closely associated with them and I know their condition. I know 
that most of the unrest and trouble in the country are the work of 
these classes and unless we give them enlightenment, we cannot 
expect auy unity or peace in this country. The depressed (‘losses 
form a large percentage of the imputation both among the Hindus and 
among the Muslims, and quite a lot of money is needed for their educa- 
tion. So I move this amendment.” 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur: Sir, I 
withdraw my motion, but I support Dr. Mohini Mohan Das' resolution. 

The following motion was then, by leave of the Council, with- 

drawn: — 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur : “ This 

Council recommends to the Government that Rs. 60,000 be earmarked 
every year in the Educational^budget for the education facilities of 
the students of the depressed classes.” 
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§0m CHARU CHANDRA DA8: 1 move, by way of amendment, 
that the resolution of Dr. Mohini Mohan Das do take the following 
form: — 

** This Council recommends to the Government that at least t#o 
lakhs of rupees be earmarked every year in the annual 
budget of the province for expenditure for advancement of 
education of the depressed classes, and that the amount sane- 
tioned be equitably distributed amongst the several sections 
of the community.” 


I have kept one thing in view, namely, education and advancement 
of the depressed class in Bengal. This class, as the members of this 
Council are aware, are the most backward almost in every respect, 
chiefly for lack of education, and though according to the last census 
their number is about 1 crore and 49 lakhs out of a total Hindu popu- 
lation of a little more than 2 crores, forming about three-fourths of 
the Hindu population of the province, their position in the political 
and social spheres of the country is almost insignificant. What is this 
due toP As they are unable to assert themselves in the social policy 
of the country for want of spread of education amongst them, their 
influence so far in other directions is almost next to nothing. The 
country haN now realised that with this three-fourths of the Hindu 
population of the province in a miserable and lethargic state, clinging 
to the society in a helpless condition, improvement in the social and 
political status of the country leading to self-government, so earnestly 
desired by all the parties, will be very slow if not altogether retarded. 

I crave the permission of the House to point out that education and 
nothing but education is the only remedy which may prove to be the 
panacea for this social and political illness, and I therefore ask for 
your indulgence to point out a few causes of complaint on behalf of 
the depressed class of Bengal and the way these complaints can be 
removed, at least to some extent, by earmarking the amount asked 
for for this purpose. I am sure there is none in this House, to whatever 
political party he may belong, who will not sympathise with the cause 
of the depressed class in this province. 

First of all, we shall have to start from the bottom. The depressed 
class boys, for the poverty of their parents or guardians, are unable 
even to take advantage of the facilities which the primary schools of 
the country generally offer in this respect. At present, I understand, 
there are a very few stipends for depressed class boys in some upper and 
lower primary schools, hut the number of these stipends is so small, * 
that it is doubtful if these scholarships are at all serving the practical 
purpose for which they are meant. Where one hundred requires your 
assistance, you are stretching your helping hand only to one, and it 
is nothing but a bucketful of water 8n a parched field. Even this 
primary education will remain inaccessible to most of the depressed 
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class boys-hmless a substantial number of scholarships or freeshipa is 
provided. Therefore, if the amount asked for is granted, a fair portion 
of it will hive to be spent in granting stipends to the poor and deserv- 
ing boys of this class. 

It is necessary in this connection to find out definitely who belong 
to the so-called depressed class in this province. I have heard of cases 
of persons who do not admit themselves to belong to the depressed class 
in society, but coming forward and actually dividing the little privilege 
which the Government have given to the depressed class, enjoying at 
the same time the social advantage along with the higher classes. This 
is generally happening in the case of distribution of Government posts 
and other patronages of the Government. This anomaly is to be removed 
and the classes to be included in the “ depressed class ” are to be 
defined or made more susceptible to a definition. 

For the present, the classification of the backward or depressed 
classes, as enumerated on page 189, Part I of the Report of the 
Calcutta University Commission, may be accepted for the purpose of 
education, Government service and other Government patrouages. 

Another important matter to which I want to draw the attention 
of the Council in this connection is, that a class of the depressed people 
styled Namasudras are the chief inhabitants of the two districts of 
Eastern Bengal forming about three-fourths of the {wpulation of these 
places. The benevolent Christian missionaries are amongst them to 
uplift these people in their moral and political status, and through 
their influence and owing to the preponderance of the number of this 
class and the consequent concentration of efforts, they generally catch 
the eye of the Government whenever the existing privileges come to be 
distributed amongst the backward classes. The other depressed classes, 
who are worse off, are scattered over the whole province, and their 
numerical strength being weak, their interests are generally neglected 
for their inability to make themselves heard. 

I should here mention one instance. There is only one hostel for 
the depressed class students in Calcutta subsidised by the Government, 
and to this the students of the above-mentioned Namasudra class only 
are admitted. 

Many attempts were made to get students of the depressed class 
of other castes admitted, but were unsuccessful. There should also be 
arrangements for accommodating the boys of other castes of the 
depressed classes. 

So if any money is specially granted for this purpose, means will 
have to be found for its equitable distribution amongst the various 
sections of the depressed class. But these are matters of minor import* 
ance, and if this resolution is carried, and the Government give effect 
to it, I do not apprehend any practical difficulty in its distribution 
according to the varying interests involved. If it is the desire of this 
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Council to treat the members of the depressed class as their comrades 
and fellow-workers with equal rights and privileges in their attempt to 
win swaraj for this country, if it is their desire to see them in their 
District Boards, Local Boards, Union Boards, Municipal Councils and 
other self-governing institutions, side by side with those who belong 
to the more advanced class of the community, helping them as 
colleagues and dividing the fruits of their labour in equal partnership, 
then I can safely trust to the good sense of this Council to give them 
the means by which the struggling members of the so-called depressed 
class can be made to raise themselves from this depression. Without 
facilities for education — moderately, if not liberally, provided for the 
class which forms a great bulk of the community — the idea of United 
India and the idea of a nationality amongst us will be nothing but a 
mere dream. 

With these remarks I beg to confide the resolution to the care of 
this Council. 

SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur: In the 

January session of 1924 of this Council I put the following question 
and obtained the following answer, my object being to get an idea of 
the present educational policy of the Government with regard to the 
education of the depressed classes: — 

Q . — “ Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Department of 
Education pleased to state whether Government contem- 
plate earmarking a portion of money in the Education 
budget for the boarding-houses of the students of depressed 
classes in the districts of Bakarganj, Faridpur and Khulna.” 

A . — 4 * The answer is in the negative. No scheme for the construc- 
tion of such boarding-houses is ready for submission to the 
Government.” 

When the budget was presented to the House, to my great mortifi- 
cation I found that no special allotment was made for the educational 
facilities of the depressed classes, and in my budget speech of 26th 
February, 1924, I bitterly and vainly complained of this to the House. 
I also drew the attention of the House to the breach of the solemn pledge 
and policy of Sir Provnsh Chunder Mitter, late Minister in charge of 
the Department of Education, enunciated in his speech of 1st March, 
1922. 

Sir Provash said: “ Babu Nirode Behari Mallick and Bhifhmadev 
Das have referred to grants of scholarships and free studentships to 
members of the backward classes for the improvement of education 
amongst them. I may tell the House that I have the utmost sympathy 
with their demands land, subject to financial limitation, I shall try to 
help them. I may also tell the House that in the supplementary 
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budget afc Department has placed before the Finance Department, 
there a» provisions for the grant of scholarships and free studentships 
as well as ether provisions for the improvement of education amongst 
the backward classes.” 

The Hon’ble Minister in the course of his budget speech did not 
say a word about it nor about my complaint and since then nothing- 
definite and real has been done. So I thought it proper to bring up 
a formal resolution, which iB No. 35 in the list. As there is little 
chance of reaching it, I take this opportunity of supporting this resolu- 
tion. 

The total population of Bengal is 47,592,462, of which 20,809,148 
are Hindus, of which again more than half come from the depressed 
classes, and it is a well-known fact that the education amongst these 
classes is abnormally backward. The reason is not far to seek. They 
have not yet got any special encouragement or facilities for education 
from the State, though the educational improvement of backward (‘lasses 
has been the settled policy for some time past of some other provinces, 
say, Madras and Bombay. Among the Native States, Bnrodu has 
shown a glowing example of this. His Highness the Maharaja of 
Baroda, after repeated failures and waste of State money, has at last 
succeeded in improving the education of the backward classes in his 
State. He has not only opened free schools for their education from 
the State, hut has awarded many scholarships and free studentships to 
poor and deserving hoys of these classes and the result is not unknown to 
any one of us here. 

Can it he conceived that nearly quarter of the imputation will ever 
remain backward? 

If we want to improve their mental and moral visions, if we want 
to teach them thrift, agriculture and industries, if above all we want 
to make them good citizens, we must give them proper education, and 
is it not the duty of the State to give them adequate encouragements 
and facilities, for their education? They are not only backward hut 
they are poor and it is therefore all the more necessary that there should 
he State aid for their education. I myself do not belong to the 
depressed class, but to press their very just claim I have brought for- 
ward my moderate demand to establish a policy long due, which I hope 
the Government will admit and accept. 

If it be the settled policy of the Government not to give them any 
special State aid and to keep them ever in darkness, the darkness, I 
am afraid, will create despair and I will not tell you, Sir, what despair 
will lead to. To reject light-heartedly a very modest and just demand 
of a quarter of the whole population of the province, who form the 
bulk of the masses and are still inarticulate, will be a very unwise- 
policy which has hitherto been pursued. 



JrVAIWAJ K/ +r 




Council to treat the members of the depressed class as their comrades 
and fellow-workers with equal rights and privileges in their attempt to 
win swaraj for this country, if it is their desire to see them in their 
District Boards, Local Boards, Union Boards, Municipal Councils and 
other self-governing institutions, side by side with those who belong 
to the more advanced class of the community, helping them as 
colleagues and dividing the fruits of their labour in equal partnership, 
then I can safely trust to the good sense of this Council to give them 
the means by which the struggling members of the so-called depressed 
class can be made to raise themselves from this depression. Without 
facilities for education — moderately, if not liberally, provided for the 
class which forms a great bulk of the community — the idea of United 
India and the idea of a nationality amongst us will be nothing but a 
mere dream. 

With these remarks I beg to confide the resolution to the care of 
this Council. 

Rtf SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur: In the 

January session of 1924 of this Council I put the following question 
and obtained the following answer, my object being to get an idea of 
the present educational policy of the Government with regard to the 
education of the depressed classes : — 

Q . — “ Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of 
Education J^e pleased to state whether Government contem- 
plate earmarking a portion of money in the Education 
budget for the boarding-houses of the students of depressed 
classes in the districts of Bakarganj, Faridpur and Khulna.” 

*4. — “ The answer is in the negative. No scheme for the construc- 
tion of such boarding-houses is ready for submission to the 
Government.” 

When the budget was presented to the House, to my great mortifi- 
cation I found that no special allotment was made for the educational 
facilities of the depressed classes, and in my budget speech of 26th 
February, 1924, I bitterly and vainly complained of this to the House. 
I also drew the attention of the House to the breach of the solemn pledge 
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Sir Provash said: “ Babu Nirode Behari Malliek and Bhi&hmadev 
Das have referred to grants of scholarships and free studentships to 
members of the backward classes for the improvement of education 
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with their demands and,, subject to financial limitation, I shall try to 
help them. I may also tell the House that in the supplementary 
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budget my ^Department has placed before the Finance Department, 
there are provisions for the grant of scholarship* and free studentship* 
as well as afipr provisions for the improvement of education amongst 
the backward classes.” 

The Hon’ble Minister in the course of his budget speech did not 
say a word about it nor about my complaint and since then nothing- 
definite and real has been done. So I thought it proper to bring up 
a formal resolution, which is No. 35 in the list. As there is little 
chance of reaching it, I take this opportunity of supporting thin resolu- 
tion. 


The total population of Bengal is 47,592,462, of which 20,809,148 
are Hindus, of which again more than half come from the depressed 
classes, and it is a well-known fact that the education amongst these 
classes is abnormally backward. The reason is not far to seek. They 
have not yet got any special encouragement or facilities for education 
from the State, though the educational improvement of backwurd classes 
has been the settled policy for some time past of some other provinces, 
say, Madras and Bombay. Among the Native States, Baroda has 
shown a glowing example of this. Ilis Highness the Maharaja of 
Baroda, after repeated failures and waste of State money, has at last 
succeeded in improving the education of the backward classes in his 
State. He has not only ojK*ned free schools for their education from 
the State, hut has awarded many scholarships and free studentships to 
poor and deserving boys of these classes and the result is not unknown to 
any one of us here. 

('an it he conceived that nearly quarter of tin* population will ever 
remain backward? 

If we want to improve their mental and moral visions, if we want 
to teach them thrift, agriculture and industries, if above all we want 
to make them good citizens, we must give them proper education, and 
is it not the duty of the State to give them adequate encouragements 
and facilities, for their education? They are not only backward but 
they are poor and it is therefore all the more necessary that there should 
be State aid for their education. I myself do not belong to the 
depressed class, but to press their very just claim I have brought for- 
ward my moderate demand to establish a policy long due, which I hope 
the Government will admit and accept. 

If it be the settled policy of the Government not to give them any 
special State aid and to keep them ever in darkness, the darkness, 1 
am afraid, will create despair and I will not tell you, Sir, what despair 
will lead to. To reject light-heartedly a very modest and just demand 
of a quarter of the whole population of the province, who form the 
bulk of the masses and are still inarticulate, will be a very unwise- 
policy which has hitherto been pursued. 
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The worthy representative of the depressed classes ip this Council, 
Dr, Mohini Mohan Das, in the last session practically made a request 
in the shape of a question to reserve some seats for admission of hoys 
of depressed classes in the Dacca Medical School. Unfortunately the 
Hon’ble Minister could not see his way to accede to it for reasons which 
are untenable and fallacious in the face of it. To turn out doctors 
from the depressed classes will have a very salutary and far-reaching 
effect amongst them and I need not dilate upon it. I fail to see the 
wisdom of refusing the request, which is one of the facilities without 
any State expenditure. Does it not show the lack of Government’s 
sympathy for the classes in the plains of Bengal, though similar back- 
ward hill tribes, who are under the great patronage of Christian 
missions, are lavishly favoured with State aid and encouragement. 
Sir, this short-sighted policy of different treatment should no longer 
be continued. Hitherto there was an apathetic attitude of these classes 
towards education, but now, Sir, I am sure there is genuine desire — 
a craving I should say amongst these classes to educate their children. 
Government should not overlook this just and genuine desire and miss 
the opportunity to elevate the backward classes by giving them reason- 
able encouragement and facilities for education. If we take up and 
carry on the policy for some time there will be good and proper educa- 
tionists among them, who, in time, will pursue this policy and arrange 
their education without similar State aid. 

I can tell this House there is no free primary school in these centres, 
no primary school with State aid only, no boarding-houses for the 
depressed classes constructed by State aid, no adequate boar ding-houses 
or living accommodation in high English and middle English schools, 
no capital grant for the school houses recently established and recog- 
nised in these centres by purely private enterprises, which should draw 
the attention and sympathy of the Government. 

Sir, I have always noticed with great attention that Government 
have always expressed their solicitude for the welfare of the masses. 
Do not the backward classes really form the masses? And what can 
be more conducive to their welfare than their educational improvement? 

Tilt Hon'blt Sir ABIMJR-RAHIMt Sir, I have listened with great 

interest to the speeches that have been delivered on this question. I 
am really pleased to find that there are some members in this House 
who take an interest in the question of primary education for the 
benefit of the depressed classes and other poorer classes. The question 
of education of the depressed classes is a part of the much larger ques- 
tion of primary education, and Dr. Mohini Mohan Das is quite right in 
drawing our attention to the question of primary education, because 
it undoubtedly is a most important problem in the education of the 
province. It has been complained that we do not spend enough money 
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% to be wamined whether .«& site spending * proper 

a»4 adequ^ahare of the general revenVi available Jo % Education 
DeparUnenl^p primary education to benefit the bmmm in the country. 
We are carpMly examining that matter now. 

Besides we are considering whether the time has not arrived for this 
province and lor the Council to see their way to support a comprehen- 
sive measure relating to primary education. We axe in fact at present 
contemplating a comprehensive Bill which I hope and trust Govern- 
ment will be in a position to place before the Council soon dealing with 
the question of primary education generally. Government will have 
to ask for the full support of this Council, because it will mean a con- 
siderable outlay, and that we cannot meet unless the province is pre- 
pared to pay the cost. So far as the depressed classes are concerned, 
there is one important fact to be borne in mind ; it is very difficult to 
define the depressed classes. Again, wherever we have any primary 
schools, whether managed by a municipality or a local board or union 
board, children belonging to all classes, without distinction, are 
admitted to them. We do not set up any barrier against any class, 
depressed or otherwise. The members of the depressed classes have 
every opportunity of sending their children to these schools if they so 
desire. There are certain classes undoubtedly who have to be speci- 
ally treated, for instance, the Sonthals, hill tribes, etc, ; they have 
vernaculars of their own and their special needs have to be specially 
considered. We do provide especially for those classes. Some of the 
movers of the resolution apparently have not sufficient information as 
to what Government is doing at present for these classes. We are not 
spending Rs. 50,000 only, as Rai Satyendra Nath Roy Choudhuri 
Bahadur professes; we are spending much more than that; we are 
spending as a matter of fact Rs. 1,12,000 for the special needs of fhe 
backward classes, which include the Sonthals, the hill tribes, a section 
of the Namasudras and other*. We have provided for them some 
scholarships, and grants-in-aid to missionary schools which cater for 
their education, and in varioug other ways Government has provided 
for their education. If you are not satisfied that we are doing enough, 
we will take your proposal into consideration, but I do not like, so far 
as primary education is concerned, that there should be any distinction 
or that any separate school should be set apart for any class. The 
schools should be open to all, and, as I have said, the depressed classes 
are welcome to any schools maintained or aided by Government. That 
is the principle upon which we are acting, and the resolution before 
the House really wants to adopt a narrower principle. I advise the 
House not to accept it, as it is a wrong principle. Government is 
trying to do its best for the poorer classes and 1 hope that Government 
will lie soon in a position to do something comprehensive for dm 
education of the masse* in Bengal generally. 
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MpM AMAHAT KtiM* I-W to aupport the resolution mowed 
by my hoo’Ue friend, Dr. Mohini Mohan Daw, but I wish to aayaJew 
word* relating to the depressed, rather the oppressed, classes. 1 think 
tbe depressed daose* also include Muhammadan palanquin-bearers, 
Kahara, fishermen, day-labourer* and cultivator* ; these classes have got 
no education whatsoever. In Islam there ie no caste distraction? but 
these poor men have got the lowest statu* in society and, as suck, 
they ought to be considered as depressed classes and be given the 
privileges of those classes. 

The motion that in the motion of Dr. Mohini Mohan Das, line 2, 
for the figures " 2,00,000 ” the figures “ 3,00,000 ” be substituted, 
was then put and agreed to. 

The following motion was then put and lost : — 

labtl QHARU QHANDRA DAis ** This Council recommends to 
the Government that at least two lakhs of rupees be earmarked every 
year in tbe annual budget of the province for expenditure for advance- 
ment of education of the depressed classes, and that the amount sanc- 
tioned be equitably distributed amongst the several sections of the 
community.” 

The following motion was then put and agreed to : — 

” This Council recommends to the Government that Its. 3,00,000 
be earmarked every year in the Educational budget for the 
primary education for the students of the depressed 
classes. ” 


fkigistratiun of Business Names. 

Mf« d. CAMPBELL FORRESTER S I beg to move that this Council 
recommends to the Government that legislation be undertaken at an 
early date for Bengal on the lines of the Burma Registration of Busi- 
ness Names Act, 1920. 

In mbving this resolution, I may mention the fact that the Home 
Government passed a Registration of Names Act, which provided that 
all person* carrying on business within the TXnited Kingdom must 
trade under their own names or submit to registration. It also pro- 
vide* that every individual and firm required to be registered must in 
all trade circular* show cards and Business Letters on or in which the 
business name appears and which are issued or sent to any person in 
any part of His Majesty's Dominions in legible characters. This Act 
came into operation on December 22nd, 1916. I can quite understand 
that there are some people who are desirous that their names should 
not be revealed in connection with business, but it might be pointed 
out to these persons, who are desirous of concealing their identity* 
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nates of fpr share-holders. It ntttt be admitted that the concent** 
meat can d% be of a partial character. 

The Bengal Chamber and the Trades Association of Calcutta recog- 
nise the necessity for something in the nature of this Act for Bengal* 
and they base been in communication with the Government since 1918 r 
and on the 27th August, they received the following coznmuaiquA 
from the Government of Bengal: — 

“ The Government of Bengal informed the Calcutta Trades Associa- 
tion that the introduction of a Registration Act in India 
on the lines of the Business Names Act in force in the 
United Kingdom has been submitted to the Government 
of India and that the orders of that Government were 
awaited.” 

But so far nothing further has been done. The Calcutta Trades As- 
sociation received a letter from the Punjab Trades Association, dated 
the 20th November, 1923, stating that they are in complete sympathy 
regarding an Act applicable to the whole of India, similar to the 
“ Burma Act ”, for the registration of business names, which came 
into effect on 1st June, 1923. It affects professional and business meor 
and traders who carry on business under assumed names without dis- 
closing their own names and those of their partners. The persons or 
firms who are affected by the Act and who must register are : — 

(1) every firm carrying on business under a business name which 

does not consist of true names of all partners who are in- 
dividuals and the corporate names of all partners who are* 
corporations; and 

(2) every individual carrying on business under a business name* 

which does not consist of his true name; and 

(3) every individual or firm who or a member of which has either 

before or after passing of the Act changed or added to 
his own name; and 

(4) where a firm, corporation or individual carries cm business, 

wholly or mainly as nominee or trustee of or for any firm, 
corporation or individual, the first mentioned firm, corpora- 
tion or individual. 

Failure to comply with the Act involves liability to a sentence of 
imprisonment for three months or a fine of Be. 300 or both. It is 
provided that when either according to the customs of his race, sect 4 
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are substantially diffeieat, or when any person has, as ama$t^^ 
practice, been designated by two names which are substantially 
different, the name by which he is most commonly known shall be 
deemed to be his name for the purpose of the Act. 

The registration of partnership to some extent overlapped the 
compulsory registration of business names, but these questions should 
be given for each subject ; — 

(1) To identify alien interests. 

( 2 ) To compel disclosure of assumed names, thus facilitating and 

i rendering more precise commercial transaction. 

Legislation of this description has been found necessary for Home 
and, in my opinion, it is much more necessary for India; in fact, it is 
essential, so that business can be put on a straight and fair footing. 
It is imperative that we should have this Act put in force for Bengal. 
I would point out in this connection the large number of purely 
Indian business (mostly small concerns) carried on under European 
names. In many instances, it is only a desire to use names of highly* 
placed officials, such as Curson or Lytton, or well-known men, merely 
with the intention of using them as an attractive advertisement; but 
<pne 1* compelled to come to the conclusion that it is often done with 
the distinct intention to imitate and deceive, and undoubtedly very 
frequently with successful results. Firms in England and other 
countries are misled in correspondence on business matters by the 
titles and signatures of European names by those who assume them. 
Bankers are similarly misled by signatures on documents, believing 
firms or individuals subscribing assumed names are Europeans. 
People residing in the mufassal and district are misled in their deal- 
ings with those persons who assume European names. All firms 
■should be compelled by Iaw to have their own names printed on the 
firm's stationery. 

I trust this will not be looked upon by any manner of means as a 
racial question. It is h question that affects the Indians, who are 
living in the mufassal as much as the Europeans. We may differ in 
•our views in certain matters, but I personally do not think, although 
in some matters we may be opposed to each other, that when it can 
be plainly proved that any measure that is being advocated is for the 
benefit of Bengal as a whole, that opposition for the mere sake of 
opposition win take place. § 

I feel mure that the members of this House will be oonvinoed that 
ibis measure is a necessary oaa and will do good to all and only harm 
to those who do not wish to have a straight deal. 
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Bertram Robert. — West End Tailor. 

Madam Box. — Gentleman’s Tailor. 

Otirtaa Boot and Shoe Manufacturing Company. 
Scientific Dying and Cleaning Company. 
Electrical Medical Hall. 

Madam Maude. — Dressmaker. 


According to Shelly, “ Human pride is skilful to intent modi 
serious names to hide its ignorance.” 

All these names that I 'have given are mere holes in the wall, 
where the owner could reach any of the articles while seated — the siae of 
an ordinary Home Orange Box. 

I was informed by the Secretary, Calcutta Trades Association, that 
there was an Indian firm who advertised under the well-known name 
of Balmer Lawrie, a brand of cheeroots, and the applicants had to 
apply to a box number, but the well-known Balmer Lawrie had nothing 
whatever to do with the advertisement. 

Here are a few more instances of o similar type:— 

Mather & Co., 102, Clive Street. — There was an original Mather. 
He does not now exist. The firm is entirely Bengali. 

G. R. Knowles & Co., Strand Road. — There was originally a 
Mrs. Knowles. She is no longer in the business, which in 
now entirely owned by one Sarkar, a Bengali. 

While bankers are similarly misled by signatures on documents, 
believing that firms or individuals subscribing assumed names are 
Europeans or films of big standing, thus deceiving of the public does 
not stop here, but also renders it difficult where recourse to law is 
necessary to trace the actual proprietors thereof. If the partners are 
men of straw, hidden in one of the many rabbit-warrens that are met 
with in all the big towns of India, and if the partnership is camou- 
flaged in the mauner indicated, then it becomes extremely difficult, if 
not impossible, to fix the responsibility on the right person. 

I am aware that the Government will bring forth the argument 
that there are difficulties in the way with the Hindu joint family con* 
corns, but Mr. B. L. Mitter has jjrat up a valuable note on the same, 
which I bring to the Government's notice. He says; — 

“ My proposal practically treats a Hindu joint family as a single 
partner, and provide for the compulsory registration of ell 
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eontrwtnal partnerships. So long as the buaiuesais a pure- 
ly joint family business, with no stranger in it,- regi*tr*~ 
tion would not be necessary, but directly a stranger is 
introduced into the business, the partnership would become 
contractual, the contracting parties being the joint family 
as a unit on tbe one side and the stranger on the other* 
Eegistration would then become necessary and the joint 
family would be registered in the name of the Karta or 
head of it, whose declaration would bind all the family." 

In regard to small and single venture partnerships, Mr. Hitter 
also points out : — 

gt These are habitually registered without any trouble and at a 
very trifling cost; and that the latter should be and are 
governed by the law which regulates partnerships, so that 
if it is the Hindu joint family difficulty that is the only 
stumbling block that keeps the Bengal Government from 
putting the very necessary Act on the Statute Book, I 
think that it can be readily overcome. " 

Therefore, I appeal to this House to pass this resolution and, know- 
ing as a body, we are anxious to do justice all round, I think I have 
pointed clearly that injustice is done and will continue to be done until 
we have an Act such as the “ Burma Act ” for the registration of 
business names. England found the need of it. Burma found the 
need of it, and I know the business community of Bengal feels the 
need of it. I leave it to the House to decide, and feel, iu doing so, I can 
safely rely on their decision. 

Tht Hobble Mr. J. DONALD: This resolution is one with which 
the local Government have always been in sympathy. The difficulty, 
however, lies in the fact that legislation on this subject is a matter for 
the Government of India, and all that we can do is to make a further 
recommendation — in fact, to repeat the recommendation we have made 
on two occasions and to forward the conclusions of this House to-day. 

The subject was first started in 1917 by tbe Calcutta Trades Associa- 
tion. They asked us then to undertake legislation on the lines of the 
Eegistration of Business Names Act on the same grounds that Mr. Camp- 
bell Forrester has mentioned. I need not waste the time of the Council 
by repeating them. At that time we obtained the opinion of business 
firms concerned and recommended this kind of legislation, not only on 
the grounds urged by the Trades Association but also because a measure 
of this kind seemed to be necessary in order to regulate alien trade 
in India. The Government of India themselves raised the question in 
and asked us to commit commercial opinion. They then said that 
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they w«%UBwflling to proceed with legialetioB on the 'qneetioa -of 
regi/rtratienof business names or the registration of partnerships — two 
questions which rather overlap each other — unless there was a general 
consensus of commercial opinion in favour of it. They also ref ei red 
to the difficulty arising out of the joint Hindu family system. We 
consulted commercial opinion and, in March, 1920, we told the 
Government of India that there was sufficient support from the com- 
mercial community to justify legislation and that we felt that the 
difficulties in regard to joint Hindu family business were not insuper- 
able. The Government of India thought these difficulties were, how- 
ever, too great, and they came to the conclusion not to proceed with 
the matter — this they told us last year. Mr. Campbell Forrester has 
referred to the Act in Burma, but there it was a simple matter, as 
they have not the same difficulty in Burma in regard to joint Hindu 
families. As Mr. Campbell Forrester has said, this question has come 
up more than once before the Associated Chambers of Commerce and 
the Trades Association has again referred to it. The position, as far as 
we are concerned, is that although we quite sympathise with 
Mr. Forrester's proposal, it is not within our power to legislate, but 
I am quite prepared to forward this resolution to the Government 
of India 

Babti NALINIRANJAN SARKCRs Does the Hon’ble Member 
oppose or support the resolution Y 

The Hon’ble Mr, J. DONALD: I do not object to this resolution. 
If it is carried, I propose to send on the resolution with a recommenda- 
tion in its favour. 

Blbu DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: This resolution, which has been 
moved by my hon’ble friend, Mr. Campbell Forrester . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Khaitan, please try to be as brief as 
possible. 

Babu DEBI PROBAD KHAITAN: Yes, Sir, I shall try to be as 
brief as possible. This resolution involves questions of great importance 
not only to merchants and firms carrying on business in big cities and 
on Urge scales, but also poor persons and firms carrying on small 
business in the remote villages. The resolution, on the face of it, 
assumes an appearance of great elegance and is characterised by inten- 
tions that persons who carry on business should be honest and straight- 
forward and should register their names. On its face it appears that 
it is a very simple proposition; but, Sir, if we take into consideration 
the fact that very small firms also carry on business in remote villages 
in the interior, this House will at once understand the difficulty to 
which these small firms would be put if registration of their names 
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Mr registration of the names of partners is enforced compuleorilyby 
law. Take the case, 8ir, of grocers carrying on business in remote 
Tillages — in a remote Tillage in the interior— in partnership between 
two or three persons. If a law of this nature is enacted, it will he 
necessary for these persons, when starting business, to go to a lawyer, 
either in the subdivisions!, or in the district town and snake out the 
necessary application and have it registered. This process will have 
to be repeated each time when a new person is taken into the Ann, 
or an old person dies and his heirs are taken into the firm. If we 
remember the nature of the business and of the families who carry 
on business in India, not only families governed by the Mitakshara 
School of Hindu Law but also the Dayabagh School of Hindu Law, 
we find it happens that more than once a year there is a change in 
the constitution of the firm. It is all very well for my hon’ble friend, 
Mr. Campbell Forrester, to say that there are some firms who carry on 
business under assumed names and who wunt to make out an appear- 
ance that their business is carried on by Europeans and not by Indians. 
He gives one or two cases of this nature. But I may tell him that 
hardship will be imposed on lakhs and lakhs of other cases of persons 
who carry on their business quite honestly and in respect of whom 
it is not at all necessary that any law of this nature should be enacted. 
Sir, a provision has already been made in the new Code of Civil Pro- 
cedure whereby suits can be instituted by and against firms in the 
firm names. Much of the difficulty that existed before the new Civil 
Procedure Code was enacted has disappeared as a result of that pro- 
vision. Formerly what happened was that suits had to be instituted 
against firms in the names of the partners constituting that firm, and 
if there was any mistake in mentioning the names, difficulties about 
partnership arose and the plaintiff was put to a large amount of costs 
and consequent harassment. But now, since the Civil Procedure Code 
has been amended, the plaintiff is at liberty to institute suits against 
the firm in the firm name and the Civil Procedure Code further pro- 
vides that the defendant firm can be called upon to disclose the names 
of the partners carrying on business in that firm name. Rule 51 of 
the Civil procedure Code provides that if there is a decree against a part- 
nership firm in the firm name, execution can be taken out against the 
partners in the same way as if a decree was passed against the partners 
in their own names. Consequently, it will appear that much of the 
difficulty that existed previously has now disappeared by reason of the 
new Civil Procedure Code. Where is the reason then that a law of 
this nature, which will involve lakhs and lakhs of firms— lug and 
small — that carry on business not only in big cities but also in remote 
villages — to impose this additional expenditure and this additional in- 
convenience on them, via., that each time there is a change in the 
constitution they will have to go and register their names P The case 
has-been put forward by Mr. Campbell Forrester that any firm dealing 
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Mr. Forrester has talked of foreign firms in France, or in England 
or in Germany carrying on correspondence with a firm in India under 
an assumed name. Does he think that it will be possible that a firm 
in England or in France or in Germany will ask some representative 
in India to go to the Registration Office in the interior-— it may be 
some village in the interior of a subdivision — to find out who are the 
partners of that firm carrying on business under an assumed nameP 
That would be impossible or rather a thing which will never happen. 
80 that the relief which Mr. Forrester expects to get by this legislation 
in favour of the foreign firm will never oome to fruition. Rather, 
they will work in a far more greater sense of safety than before, in 
that this law will be in force; and they will feel that such assumed 
names are no longer practicable and in that further sense of security 
they will be further put to the trouble which they may get afterwards 
by having acted under a wrong impression. At present, whatever 
correspondence is started, they got reference through their banks in 
India and the names of the partners who carry on business under any 
particular name. If Mr. Forrester thinks that any foreign or any 
firm in India carrying on business with other firms is put to any serious 
difficulty, I think it is due more to an assumed sense of insecurity 
or assumed sense of injury done than any reality about it. If he looks 
up the records of the High Court, he will find that in very few rases 
this question of disputed partnership really arises. Almost all the 
cases — whether of arbitration or otherwise — are decided without 
difficulty and the question arises in the High Court only once or twice 
in the year, and almost similar is the case in the Small Cause Court. 
A large number of firms who carry on business in Bengal should not 
be made to suffer by reason of the acts of dishonesty on the part of 
a few, and those acts are committed — I am speaking from persona f 
experience — when that firm really becomes insolvent, and it will not 
be possible for the creditor to realise his due from that particular 
firm. It is only in such cases that partners who are really members 
of a firm deny partnership. Otherwise partnership will never be-, 
denied if the firm is in a flourishing condition. Another difficulty 
might arise if provincial legislation is undertaken. Firms which are 
constituted in another province may carry on business in this province, 
as is done now. If there is any dissimilarity of law in regard to 
matters of this natnre the other province may get advantage over 
Bengal, and I do not see why Bengal should be put to such serious 
inconvenience. It is a matter which should have a similarity of legis* 
lation in all the provinces and therefore it is one which should only 
be dealt with by the Legislative Assembly and not by a provincial 
Legislation. * 
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Mr. CAM Pi ILL PORRMTKBs In my reply I shall be wy 
l>r ief , as the hour is late and I am very impatient after a very dreary 
day's work. Sir, the business community find that we have the greatest 
possible difficulty when questions of legislation arise in many cases in 
.getting at the principals of the firms. This measure will lessen that 
difficulty. In the second place I may say that a great deal of trouble 
takes place at present about firms doing business under assumed names 
and people in the mufassal, both Indians and Europeans, are very 
irequently deceived. My proposal is that the present firms need not 
change their names at all, but that their partners should print their 
names in their correspondence and on all their stationery. That is one of 
the ways in which everybody concerned will know who the partners fare. 
I know the difficulties in the way with regard to the family system* but I 
have pointed out how that can be overcome. This will also help to save 
foreign firms from being deceived and doing business with question- 
able people and giving them credit, which they sometimes do to their 
regret. Finally I should like to thank the Hon’ble Mr. Donald for 
recognising the necessity of this measure and assuring me that he 
would approach the Government of India on this subject. 

The motion of Mr. J. Campbell Forrester that this Council recom- 
mends to the Government that legislation be undertaken at an early 
date for Bengal on the lines of the Burma Registration of Business 
Names Act, 1920, was then put and lost. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 r.M. on Friday, the 1 1th 
December, 1926, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 


Prooeodlngs of the Bengal Legislative Ceunoil ass em bl ed under tbe 
provisions of the Government of Indie Aet 

Th* Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Friday, the 11th December, 1926, at 3 r.M. 


The Hon’ble the President (Kumar 8ms Shekhaeeswae Rat) in the 
Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive Council, and 116 
nofeinated and elected members. 
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• R0M “ CHANDRA BACOHh („) WU1 the 

Hon ble Member in charge of the Department of Education be pleated 
to state whether it is a fact that school Sub-Inspectors are not given 
any hou^e-allowanceP 

(b) Is it a fact that they are required to locate offices in their own 
dwelling-houses ? 

(c) Is the Hon 1 ble Member aware of the hardships which these 
officers have to face, specially when posted at an out-of-the-way 
station P 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving these 
officers house-allowance at the rate suggested by Mr. Biss in his report, 
Chapter VIII, page 61, or making any other suitable arrangements 
for their accommodation? 

MEMBER in ohargt of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
HonWo Sir Abd-ur-Rahhn): (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) The fact has not been brought to the notice of Government. 

(d) Government do not consider that the Sub- Inspectors require 
separate house accommodation for their offices. They spend most of 
their time out of headquarters and carry with them any records con- 
nected with their inspection. No inspecting officer in the Department 
outside Calcutta is allowed any house-allowance and there is no reason 
why the Sub-Inspectors should be given such allowance. 


Bunfwan Distriot Board. 

•LXXXVII. Baba BA RAT CHANDRA BABUl Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state— 

(i) when the present District Board of Burdwan was first consti- 

tuted; 

(ii) when its present Chairman and Vice-Chairman were elected 

or appointed under section 22 of the Bengal Local Self- 
Government Act of 1886 ; 

(m) when its present members were elected and appointed under 
the said Act; and 

(tv) when the first meeting of the said District Board was hekff 
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NaMa)l (t) In October 1918, 

(it) The present Chairman was first elected by the old Board on the 
31st January, 1918, which was approved by Government under section 
22 of the Local Self-Government Act in February 1918. He was elec- 
ted again as Chairman by the existing Board on the 14th November, 
1918, which was approved by Government on 16th December, 1916. 
Government have no information as to when the present Vice-Chairman 
was elected. Under section 23 of the Local Self-Government Act the 
election of the Vice-Chairman does not require the approval of any 
authority. 

(in) The member is referred to the Divisional Commissioner’s noti- 
fication, dated the 24th October, 1918, which was published at page 
1536, Part I of the Calcutta Gazette of 30th October, 1918. 

(tr) 14th November, 1918. 


District and Local Boards of Burdkvan. 

•LXXXVill. Babv IARAT CHANDRA BASU: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government 
be pleased to state why no election of the members of the District Board 
and of the Local Boards of Burdwan was held after the expiry of three 
years from their election and appointment P 

( b ) Does the reason for not holding a fresh election on the expiry 
of the said three years still subsist? 

The Hon ’bis Maharaja K8HAUNIBH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: (a) and (b) The reconstitution of the District and Local 
Boards in Burdwan was due by the end of 1921. About this time the 
number of members of these local bodies was increased and proposal* 
reallotting the elected seats on the different Ixx»aJ Boards were under 
consideration. The election of members of Local Boards was also held 
up in view of the proposed amendment of rule 1 of the Election Buies. 
This rule, which was finally amended early in 1922, was to have come 
into operation three months after its publication. The distribution of 
the elected seats on the Tjocal Boards to different groups of Unions 
which was made by the District Magistrate, was, however, found to 
be defective, and revised proposals, were called for. The District Magis- 
trate submitted such proposals on the 21st November, 1922. They were 
partially approved, but the District Magistrate was asked to submit 
further proposals with regard to the Katwa subdivision, which were 
received on the 28th March, 1923. A notification distributing seats of 
L&a! Boards according to groups of Unions was issued on the 9th April, 



: l((l 

&• notificat&ns Ifcnelitti^ 
according %Mkick aeata of Local Boards vara distributed, ware detee- 
ted* aeceafitntiag a „ further reference to the Commissioner and the 
Difltrict Board, and it was not until the end of November 1923 that the 
notification correcting these errors waa printed in. the vernacular aad 
published within the areas to which it relates. Instructions were 
issued in the beginning of 1924 for the preparation of voters* lists in 
the different subdivisions. These were completed by the end of August 
1924, and the elections actually held in the November following. The 
elections in the Sadar Local Board were, however, found to be irregular 
as, through an oversight, 18 members were allowed to be elected in 
place of 16, which is just two-thirds of the total number of members 
(24) constituting the Local Board. As the local Government had not, 
under section 9 of the Local Self-Government Act (as amended by 
Schedule I of the Village Self-Government Act), authorised the elec- 
tion of more than two-thirds of the number of members of the Local 
Board, Government with the advice of their law officers, requested the 
Commissioner to hold a fresh election of the requisite number of mem- 
bers of the Local Board. The District Board cannot be reconstituted 
until the reconstitution of the Sadar Local Board and before all the 
Local Boards elect their quota of District Board members. 

tabu MANMOHON NCOGI: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state what the irregularity in the election of November, 1924, was due 
top 

The Hon’bla Maharaja KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Nadia: I must ask for fresh notice to make inquiries. 


B Motion of Burdwan tadar Looal Board, 

H.XXXIX. Babtt BARAT CHANDRA BABUl (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government 
be pleated to state whether it was a fact that a fresh election of the 
members of the Local Boards of the Burdwan district was held in 
November. 1924? 

(5) Is it a fact that the election of the members of the Burdwan 
Sadar 1^ Board waa set aside by the Government in November, 1925? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reason why the 
said election has been set aside? 

(d) What is the cause for withholding the order for setting aside 
the said election far a period of 12 months? 
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to another starred question on thSe subject pat by kim at this Meeting. 

(d) The irregularity in tke election of tke Sadar Local Board wm 
brought to tke notice of Government in J uly , 1926, and He order* 
directing a fresh election was issued on 3rd August, 1920. 

Burdwait District ioanl s t ss tlon . 

•XC. Baku BARAT CHANDRA BAtUs (a) Will the Hon'Me 
Member in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether the Government have got any intention to 
get fresh elections of the members of the District Board of Buidwan 
held before the present session of the Bengal Legislative Council ends, 
imd before a general election is held of the members of the Bengal 
Council ? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that within the tenure of the 
office of the present Chairman of the District Board two general elec- 
tions of the Bengal Legislative Council have already been held? 

TN Honfrit Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: (a) Yes. 

(6) Yea; a reference is invited to the reply given to another starred 
question on the subject put by the member at this meeting. 

Nowi-tunttii aohame. 

♦XC». Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) With refer- 
ence to my unstarred question No. 138 and the reply given thereto 
on the 21st August, 1926, will the Hon'ble Member in charge of the 
Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to state — 

(t) what answer, if any, has been received from the District 
Board of the 24-Parganas in reply to the inquiry made 
with regard to the Nowi-Sunthi scheme; 

(ii) what amount was originally estimated for this scheme; 

(ui) how and from what sources it was originally contemplated 
the scheme would be financed ; 

(tv). whether it is a fact that the Government proposed to execute 
the whole scheme by grants from provincial revenues; and 

* (v) 'whether the District Board undertook to bear any part cf the 
cost of the scheme when it was originally undertaken? 

(b) Will the Hon'Me Member be pleased to state why the “ techni- 
cal irregularities ” referred to in part (Hi) of the reply above referred 
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specially aaaa anti-malarial project, both before and after the schame- 
waa put in execution? 

(</) What endeavours are being made to proceed with and complete* 
the execution of the whole scheme at an early date? 

(e) What progress hat been made in the attempt alleged in part 
(m) of the answer given on the 21st August last that ia now being- 
made to complete the works on Nowi and Ichapur khals? 

Yli HwfMi Maharaja KiHAUNtiH CHANDRA RAY BMiMhtr 
Of Nadia: (a) (i) The District Board on the 18th July, 1925, agreed 
to contribute Rs. 38,765 towards the completion of the scheme. 

(it) The cost was estimated at Rs. 5,92,145 in 1906; the estimate- 
was revised in 1918 at a figure o£ Rs. 10,17,932. 

(Hi) Government agreed to make a grant of Rs. 2 lakhs; the -balance- 
was to be recovered from the persons benefited. 

(iv) No. 

(r) No, but the District Board agreed to borrow the amount required 
for the scheme from Government, the expenditure to be subsequently 
recouped by recoveries from the persons benefited. 

(5) and (d) Government are of opinion that local bodies should accept 
some responsibility for schemes initiated under Act VI of 1920; the 
District Board of the 24-Pargauas is not, however, prepared to proceed 
further with this scheme, except to secure the completion of the work 
on the Ichapur and Nowi khals. 

(c) Yes. 

(e) The District Board is being asked to place their contribution 
at the disposal of the Executive Engineer, Canal Division; aa soon aa 
this is done the work will be taken up. 

RM HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Member 
refer to part (b) of the question and state why the technical irregular- 
ities cannot be removed? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT Of LOCAL 
•iLf410VERNMENT (Mr. C. W. Coo*): Irregularities did occur,, 
and cannot be retrospectively rectified. 

M HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will not that require an 
amendment of the Act? 



*|Ion’bl« Member avare that the Government made much 
nee of the scheme from the sanitary point of view and 



JNr* % W« COOOC: The Act has heq» amended already. TIwm 
schemes were undertaken under the old Act. - - . M I - 


HH HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon1>le Member 
be pleated to refer to answers (b) and (d) and state why the District 
Board of the 24'Pargfmas is not prepared to proceed further with this 
scheme P 

Mr* S* W* GOOD 6 1 Presumably because they dislike accepting' the 
financial risk. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDMURI: Will the Hcm’ble Member 

be pleased to refer to part (v) of the answer and state when the District 
Board agreed to borrow the amount required for the soheme from Govern- 
ment? 

Mr* S* W. GOODS* When the scheme was originally considered 
several years ago. 

» 

State prisoners and other dttemie. 

•XOII. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon1>le 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
the names of persons arrested and detained up till now under Bengal 
Regulation III of 1818 and the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, 1926, together with their addresses and the dates of their arrests? 

MEMBER in charge ef POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hontte 
Sir Hugh A statement is laid on the table showing the 

names of persons at present detained under the Regulation and under 
the Act. 

Government are not prepared to publish the further information 
asked for. 

List referred to in the reply to starred question No . XC1I, shotting 
the names of persons detained under Regulation III of 1918, on 
99th November, 1926. 

Amrita Lai S&rkar, Rabindra Mohan Sen Gupta, Jadu Gopai 
Mukharji, Sotish Chandra Pakraahi, Mcnoranjan Gupta, Ms" 
Mohan Bhatt&charji, Bhupati Maaumdar, Bhupendra Kumar 
Datta, Jyotiah Chandra Ghosh, Kali Prasad Banarji, Jiban 
I*al Chatazji, A run Chandra Guha, Kiran Chandra Mukharji, 
Batish Chandra Chakrabartti, Puma Chandra Das, Repin 
Behari Gangdi and Pratul Chandra Gangult. 



*f P* Mm ^ek w ue d «■** Bengal Crimissf Lam Amendment 

H «pA;Jlfwi»»4if» 19&, including than «i iamnioBa at matt 
i tOopi^ referred tom the raplg to tUtrrtd qusHion No. ICIL 
Ranchman Chakrabartti, Suiendm Mohan Shahs, Surendra Nath 
S&ijh, Ambika Charan Chakrabartti, Atlanta La! 8ingh, Lai 
Mohan Ghosh, Satoowri Banarji, Narendra Nath Banarji, 
Panfta Lai Mitra, Prithwis Chandra Basu, Kshitish Chandra 
Bask, Manindra Nath Sen Gupta, Baman Chandra Chakra- 
bartti, Kshitish Chandra Ray, Mahendra Nath Das, Ananta 
Kumar Haidar, Shiba Sankar Brahmachari, Ajit Kumar Gupta, 
Promode Chandra Ghosh, Saohindra Nath MauEk, Manindra 
Kumar Chaudhuri, Kshetra Mohan Singh, Satish Ranjan 
Singh, Manindra Chandra Chakrabartti, Araulya Mukharji, 
Tara Prasanna De, Sailendranath Das Gupta, Atul Chandra 
Bay, Himangshu Basu Bay, Amulya Chandra Adhikari, Kali- 
pads Bagchi, Khagendra Nath Das Gupta, Pratul Chandra 
Bhattacharji, Kshitish Chandra Banarji, Nani Gopa) Mukharji, 
Nripendra Nath Masumdar, Jatindra Chandrs Bhattacharji, 
Puma Chandra A chary a Chaudhuri, Kiran Chandra De, 
Pumananda Das Gupta, Ashit Nath Bhattacharji, Kali Jiban 
Basu, Paramanauda De, Tarini Bhushan Shoine, Kali Kumar 
Sen Gupa, Subodh Chandra Nag, Debendra Nath Bey, Jiten- 
dra Nath Mukharji, Jogesh Chandra Ohntarji, Nib&ran Chan- 
dra Pal, Kalipeda Ray Chaudhuri, Amarendra Nath Basu, 
Nagendra Sekhar Chakrabartti, Probhat Chandra De, Kula 
Chandra Singha Bay, Santosh Kumar De, Bamesh Chandra 
Das Gupta, Abdul Raschid, San tosh Kumar Datta, Ambika 
Charan Khan, Ajit Kumar Maitra, Benoyendra Mohan Chau- 
dhuri, Jitesh Chandra Lahiri, Binode Behari Chakrabartti, 
Probhat Cbakrab&rtty, Surendra Mohan Ghosh, A mar Krishna 
Ghosh, Trailakhya Charan Chakrabartti, Madan Mohan 
Bhaumik, Madhab Chandra Bagh, Hari Kumar Chakrabartti, 
Satyendra Chandra Mitra, Subhas Chandra Basu, Anil Baran 
Bay, Suresh Chandra Bharadwaj, Narayan Chandra Banarji, 
Angshu Prakash Banarji, Anukul Chandra Mukhaxji, Banajit 
Kumar Banarji, Ananda Kishore Masumdar, Naresh Chandra 
Datta Chaudhuri, Girindra Nath Banarji, Aswini Kumar 
Ganguli, Bamendra Nath Dus, Ganesh Chandra Ghceh, Prema- 
nanda Datta, Sushil Kumar Banarji, Kali Sankar Ganguli, 
Saohindra Nath Sanyml, Dwijendra Nath Das, Nagendra Nath 
Sen, Bamesh Chandra Acharji, Sudhangsu Adhicari, Brajen- 
dra Kumar Brahma, Charu Chandra Adhikari, Ashutosh Kahili, 
Santosh Kumar Mitra, Jogesh ChAodra Chakrabartti, Subodh 
Lahiri, Dhirendn Nath Bagchi, Nripeadya Nath Mukharji, 
Nalini Mohan Sarkar, AUndra Mohan Bay Chaudhuri, Gopen- 
dra Lai Bay, Saiish Chandra De, Priya Lai Nag, Kuaud 
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Baadhu N*g, Cluu-u Bikwh Brtto, Shyun* Komar OhnOt, 
Khsgeeh Bardhan, Sudhir Kisbote Bose, Ifalim Mohan Dutta, 
Narendra Nath Sen, Ramesh Chandra Dutta Chaudhuri, Upon* 
dm Nath Banarji, Amarendra Nath Chatarji, Atal Krishna 
Ghosh, Girija Sankar Chaudhuri, Dhinendra Nath Chakra- 
bartti and Jatindra Nath Das. 


Revision of aasassmant of holdings within Santipur MwMpality. 

*XCIII. Mr. M« OAUD: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to state whether 
the Government have received representations from the Rate-payers’, 
Committee, Ward No. 2, Rate-payers 1 Association and Labour Associa- 
tion, Santipur, complaining against the revision of annual valuation 
of holdings and consequent increase of taxes by the Santipur Munici- 
pality, on the ground of increased valuation and enhanced assessment 
rates being insufficient, inequitable, illegal, ultra vires and beyond 
jurisdiction ? 

( b ) Is it a fact that the Labour Association has requested the 
Government to make an inquiry into the matter? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state who inquired 
into the matter and what is the result of the inquiry ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the pre- 
vious sanction of the Government was taken by the Commissioners of 
the Santipur Municipality in order to revise the quinquennial annual 
valuation of holdings in accordance with the provisions of the Bengal 
Municipal Act III of 1884? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what steps it is proposed to take in the 
matter ? 

(/) Are the Government aware that the annual valuation of hold- 
ings Was determined by Commissioners and some private persons? 

Tilt Hoft’fcftt Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
a# Nadia t (a) and (h) The reply is in the affirmative. 

(c) The inquiry was made by the Subdivisional Officer, Ranaghat, 
and there appears to be no ground for characterising the assessment 
as inequitable. 

(d) and («) No. The municipality was established in 186b, under 
Bengal Act HI of i£C4 and a tax on houses, lands and buildings was 
in force there from the very beginning. When the Bengal Municipal 

* • Act of 1884 came into operation, a rate on holdings previously in 

fa 

•w 



feme deemed to have been duly imposed under 

the proviaftiii of that Act (vide section 7 of the Bengal Municipal 
Act HI olHM)* Bo fresh sanction of Government to the imposition 
of tine tapfwaa therefore necessary under section 85. Section 88 
clearly provides that once a tax is sanctioned and imposed, the assess- 
meat may he revised or amended by the Municipal Commissioners 
themselves, subject to the maximum rate prescribed by the Act. No 
sanction of Government to such revision is therefore necessary. 

{/) Yes. 

Mr* M* DAUD: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
whether the Municipal Commissioners themselves after the assessment 
has been made and revised, can without the sanction of Government revise 
them again within the period of five years ? 

Tha Honlria Maharaja KtHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
Of Nadias I think they are competent to make re-assessments at certain 
periods. 

Mr. M. DAUD: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether 
in view of the statement made in answer to clauses (d) and (e), the 
assessment made by private persons and also by Municipal Commissioners 
as referred to in my clause (/) will be illegal or not? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is asking for an opinion and I cannot allow 
it. 


Government Communique regarding Exois*. 

*XCIV. Babu KHACENDRA NATH CANQULY: (a) Has the 

attention of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of 
Agriculture and Industries been drawn to the communique published 
in the Statesman of the 15th November, 1913, by the Government of 
Bengal in the Financial Department? 

(5) If ao, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether 
the said communique was based upon any resolution of the Govern- 
ment of India in which the Excise policy of the Government was laid 
down? 

( c ) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the particulars of the document wherein 
the present policy of the Imperial Government as well os of the local 
Government has been dealt with at length ? 

MEMBER in eharft of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
MtftUBTltfSi EXCISE] (the Hontlo Mr. 4 . Donald): (a) Yes. 

(5) No* 
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(c) The member is presumably referring to licensing policy and, 
if so, he is referred to paragraph 6 (tv) of the Financial Department 
resolution No. 1322S.R., dated the 4th August, 1914, containing the 
policy of the Government of India as well as that of the local Govern- 
ment relating to the appointment of Advisory Committees and to 
paragraph 7 of Government notification No. 696S.R., dated the 30th 
March, 1915, regarding the constitution of Licensing Boards, as 
subsequently amended by notifications No. 801 Ex., dated the 21st 
February, 1923, and No. 5078 Ex., dated the 14th November, 1924. 
Copies of these papers have been laid on the Library table for the 
information of the member. 


Allotment for sanitation and water-supply of the Hooghly district 

*XCV. Babu TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: Will the Hon'bie 
Member in charge* of the Department of Local Self-Government (Public 
Health) be pleased to state bow much money has been allotted this 
year for the Hooghly district in connection with — 

(?) anti-malarial works; 

(it) anti-kala-nzar works; and 

(???) water-supply works ? 

The Hon'ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
Of Nadia: (?) Government have made no direct grant to the Hooghly 
district for anti-malarial works. 

(it) A grant of Rs. 500 has been made to the District Boai.l for 
anti-knln-azur measures. 

(Hi) Government have allotted Rs. 75, 000 to the Burdwan Division 
for the improvement of the water-supply. It is in the discretion of 
the Divisional Commissioner to make an allotment from this grant to 
Hooghly. Government have also allotted Rs. 23,315 to the Hooghly 
District Board as an augmentation grant, which is earmarked mainly 
for water-supply; 33$ per cent, of the Public Works cess, which 
was transferred to District Boards in 1913, was also, under Govern- 
ment instructions, earmarked for expenditure on water-supply and 
sanitation. 

Mr* B* N* HALDAR: Has the Government made any grant, direct or 
indirect, for anti-malarial work in the Hooghly district? 

Tha HWbto Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
Of Nadia: They have made some provision for quinine, but I do not 
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remember tow much hu been allotted for Hooghly. I ask freak notice of 
thu question, and I shall be pleased to supply further information to the 
member. 


Faridpur Railway Station. 

*XCVI« Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Public Works aware of the inconveni- 
ence caused to passengers at the Farid pur station on the Eastern Bengal 
Railway, owing to the absence of a platform and proj»er waiting-rooms? 

(h) How long has the present Foridpur railway station been on 
the present site? 

(c) Is there any likelihood of the railway station ut Faridpur being 
shif te<l from the present site? 

(d) If so, within what ]>eriod ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon’ble Mr. 4. Donald): (a) A raised platform and waiting-room will he 
provided when the new station is built. | Vuh [r) and (</>.] 

(b) From the 8th September, 1910. 

(r) There is every likelihood of the station being removed. 

(d) It depends on when the FaridpuMTiarmaguria extension is 
sanctioned. 


Liquor and drug shop*. 


•XCVII. Mr. M. DAUD. (a) Will the Ilon’ble Member in charge 
of the Department of Agriculture and Industries he pleased to state the 
number of — 

(t) liquor ; and 

(it) drug shops existing in mill areas in Bengal, excluding 

Calcutta P 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the number of— 
(0 liquor ; and 

(it) drug shops existing within the jurisdiction of the Calcutta 
Corporation P 

TBa Hin’Mi Mr* 4. DONALD: (a) («) and (it) and (6) ft) and (it) 
Statements giving tbe information asked for are laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to in the • reply to clause (a) (i) and (ii) of starred questio 
No. XCVII, showing the number of liquor and drug shops in mill areas . 


Kind of fhop. 

Hooghly. 

Howrah. 

24-Farganas. 

Nadia. 

Total. 

■Country spirit . . 

13 

4 

31 

1 

49 

Tari 

15 

6 



21 

Ganja 

10 

4 

30 

i 

45 

Opium 

11 

3 

29 

l 

44 

Siddhi 

8 

4 

26 

i 

*39 

Charas 


1 

2 


o 

Foreign liquor . . 


•• 

17 

i 

« 

18 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (b) ( i ) and ( it ) of starrei 
question No. XCVII , showing the number of crcise and opiun 
shops within the jurisdiction of the Calcutta Corporation. 


Existing 'luring 19t25-i?6 (including Cossipore-Chitpur, Maniktalu 
and Garden Iteacli Municipalities) — 


Country spirit 

... 47 

Tari 

... 32 

Opium 

... 32 

Ganja 

... 37 

Kidd hi 

... 10 

Oharas 

... 4 

oreign liquor - 

Hotel 

... 10 

Foreign liquor “ on ” 

... 4 

Restaurants 

... 22 

Foreign liquor “ off ” (Public) 

... 36 

Foreign liquor " off ” combined (Trade 

and 

Public) 

... 34 

Foreign liquor (Trade) 

... 22 


Problem of unamploymont. 

•XCVII1. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY GNOUDHURI B abater l 

(«) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Agriculture 
and Industries In* please,! to state whether he is aware of the problem 
of unemployment and the discontent among the unemployed ed ucated 
classes P 
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(b) At* the Government proposing to extend the technical and voca- 
tional studies by establishing new schools oven at the reduction of 
Government secondary schools? 

(c) Is it a fact that the District Magistrate of Bakarganj sent a 
proposal for raising the status of the Barisal Government Technical 
School by opening a junior mechanical class there? 

(*/) Have the Government considered the proposal? 

(c) If so, what is Government’s decision on it? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon'ble Sir Hugh 8taph*naon): («) Yes, 

(b) No proposal of this nature is before Government. It has how- 
ever been decided to start the following schools during the current 
financial year: — 

(I) Calcutta Technical School as n non-Gc vernmont institution 
under a governing body. 

Berhampore Silk Weaving Institute. 

(•>’) Sin i Weaving School in co-o]a*ration with the Distiict Board. 

(<l) and (c) The proposal for the improvement of the Barisal 
Technical School is now under the consideration of Government. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: With regard to answer (/>), is the Govern- 
ment aware that the committee appointed tor considering the question of 
unemployment among hhwlralok classes, Anglo-Indians and Indians, 
made any definite proposals for the spread of technical and vocational 
studies? 

The Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stophonson : As far as my recollection goes, 
they did not make any proposal that vocational studies should be extend- 
ed by establishing new schools even at the reduction of Government 
secondary schools. 


D6tenu Mahendranath Dee. 

•XCIX. Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: ui) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(i) at which jails Babu Mahendranath Das was detained during the 
period of his imprisonment; and 
(») what were the reasons for his removal? 

(b) Is it a fact that Mahendranath Da* is suffering from tuberculosis? 

(c) Was he medically examined by any medical l>oard or jail 
authority? 
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id) Is there any record of the result of such examination ? 

( e ) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to place such records 
on the table? 

(/) What is the present condition of his health? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what arrangements, 
if any, have been made for special medical treatment, diet and hygienic 
surroundings required in such cases? 

Tilt Hoft’bli Sir HUGH STEPHEJNSION: (a) to (g) The member is 

referred to the reply given to unstarred question No. 83 on the same 
subject by Babu Romes Chandra Bagehi in this session of the Council. 


Compounders of Stats hospitals and dispensaries. 

•XCX. Babu SUDAR8AN CHAKRAVORTY: \a) Is the Hon’ble 
Meml>er in charge of the Department of JiOcal Self-Government aware 
that there is a feeling of general discontent amongst the compounders 
employed in State hospitals and dispensaries over their pay and pros- 
pects? 

(b) Is it a fact that in 1908 the maximum pay of the compounders 
was the minimum pay of the sub-assistant surgeons, but that in 1921 
when the minimum pay of the sub-assistant surgeons was raised to 
Its. 75 the maximum pay of the compounders was raised to Rs. 50 only? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Member l>e pleased to state whether any improve- 
ment of pay and prospects of the compounders in the near future is under 
the contemplation of the Government? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that there are two grades of compounders “ special ” and “ ordinary ” 
and that the compounders of the ordinary grade cannot be promoted to 
the special grade? 

(e) Is it not a fact that the compounders of both the grades have to 
do work of the same nature and responsibility? 

(/) If the answer to question (c) is in affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
the desirability of doing away with this bar to promotion for compounders 
of the ordinary grade? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja KBHAUNIBH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
af Nadias (a) No; the pay of compounders was revised only in May 1924. 

(6) No. In 1907 the maximum pay of compounders was Rs. 10 — 
1 — 2 — 15 in ordinary cases, and Rs. 20 in special cases, whereas the 
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minimum fay of sub-assistant surgeons was Rs. 26 per mensem. In 
1021 the pay of sub-assistant surgeons was Rs. 60 during tbe probation- 
ary period and Rs. 76 afterwards: the pay admissible to compounders 
was Rs. 20—1 — 30 in ordinary cases, and Rs. 36 in selected cases. 

(c) No. From May 1924 the pay of compounders was raised to 
Rs. 30—1 — 40 in ordinary cases, and Rs. 35 — 1 — 50 in special cases. 

(d) There are not two grades of compounders in the ordinary sense 
of the phrase, but in certain appointments, namely, in Calcutta where the 
compounders’ duties are more responsible, a slightly higher rate of pay 
is admissible. 

(e) No. 

(/) The question does not arise. 


Unstirred questions 

(answers to which were laid on tha table.) 

Elective system for the Jalpaiguri and Malda District Boards. 

04. Babu ROME8 CHANDRA BAGCHIs (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Ijocal Self-Government he 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that in all districts of this province, 
excepting the districts of Malda and Jalpaiguri, members of District 
Boards are elected by the jjeople thereof? 

(b) What are the reasons for not introducing, as yet, the system of 
election in the District Boards of Malda and Jalpaiguri? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of introducing 
the elective system in the District Boards of Malda and Jalpaiguri? 

The Hon’blt Maharaja KBHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
Of Nadia: (a) The answer is in the affirmative. In the case of Jalpai- 
guri, however, three out of 21 members are elected by the Alipur 
Duars Local Board. 

(6) and (c) Under the Local Self-Government Act, where there is 
no Local Board in a district, all the members of the District Board are 
appointed. In Malda, up till now, there have been no subdivisions and 
hence no Local Boards. Consequently all the members of the MaldA 
District Board are appointed by the Commissioner. It is possible to 
establish Local Boards in areas less than a subdivision, provided Union 
Boards are established under the Village Self-Government Act, hut as 
no Union Boards have been formed in Malda, no Ixxtal Boards (tan ho 
created even under the provisions of the Village Self-Government Act* 
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As regards Jalpoiguri, the member is referred to the reply to the 
-question regarding the introduction of the elective system in the Jal- 
paiguri District Board, asked by Mr. Nisith Chandra Sen at the 
Council meeting, held on the 18th February, 1924. 

A Sadar subdivision has just been created at Jalpaiguri and Gov- 
ernment will consider the question of creating a Local Board for that 
area. 

Government expect shortly to take up the amendment of the Local 
Self-Government Act, and, if Local Boards are retained, it would be 
possible to make their formation more easy and elastic. 


Electoral rolls for election to local bodies. 

95. Rai Sahib PANCHAN AN BARM A: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that in the preparation of the 
electoral rolls for the local bodies, mistakes of the following nature are 
made, namely:--- 

O’) the names of electors are not properly written or spelt; 

(ii) errors in printing; 

(iii) the addresses are not properly given; and 

(ir) descriptions are not properly or wrongly given, e.g. f one 
brother is given as the father of another? 

(b) Is the Hon'ble Member also aware that in the last electoral 
rolls 

(/) females who had then no right for franchise were entered in 
the rolls; 

(u) persons not qualified were entered in the rolls; and 

(in) qualified persons were left out? 

(o) Is the Hon'ble Member also aware that for reasons stated iu 
(a) and (b), the polling officers were put to difficulty in ascertaining the 
facts and for those reasons refused permission to many persons to 
record their votes? 

(d) If the answer to (a), (b) and (c) are in the negative, are the 
Government considering the desirability of directing an inquiry to be 
made into the matter by an examination of the last electoral rolls? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to scrutinise the future electoral rolls when prepared by the village 
panchayats and before publication? 
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TIM HfrtMt Maharaja K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
Of Nadia: (*) to (c) No specific instances of mistakes of the nature des- 
cribed hate been brought to the notice of Government, but they are 
aware that the electoral rolls of local bodies are not free from inaccuracy 
in all cas&t and that such inaccuracies must necessarily cause incon- 
venience to voters and polling officers alike, 

( d ) This question does not arise. 

(e) The attention of District Officers and local bodies concerned will 
be drawn as to the necessity for taking steps to secure greater accuracy 
in the preparation of voters* lists when they are next revised. 

Building Grants to Schools. 

96. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Dou ble 

Member in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing separately, for the lost four years, 
beginning with 1921-22, for Indian, Kuroj>ean and Anglo-Indian 
schools — 

(0 the number of applications received for capital grants for 
building purposes ; 

(ii) the number of applications granted; and 

tin) what sums were granted? 

The Hon’bfo Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : A statement is laid on the 
table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred (/nest ion Xo. shmr- 
my the number of application x for bmldini/ //rants received during 
the last four years. 

(i) Number of applications received for capital grants for build- 

ing purposes — 

(а) Indian schools— 1921-22, 229; 1922423, 183; 1923-24, 

169; 1924-25 , 219. 

(б) European and Anglo-Indian schools — 1921-22, 17; 

1922-23, 8; 1923-24, 11; 1924-25, 14. 

(ii) Number of applinxtions granted — 

(а) Indian schools— 1921-22, 76; 1922-23, 56; 1923-24, 87: 

* 1924-25, 93. 

(б) European and Anglo-Indian schools— 1921*22, 16; 

1922-23, 6; 1923-24, 4; 1924-25, 6. 
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(Hi) What sums were granted — 

(a) Indian schools— 1921-22, Rs. 1,40,311; 1922-23, 

Rs. 82,958; 1923-24, Rs. 71,111; 1924-25, Rs. 77,678. 

(b) European and Anglo-Indian schools — 1921-22, Rs. 

1,05,225; 1922-23, Rs. 49,971; 1923-24, Rs. 20,000; 
1924-25, Rs. 57,000. 


Muhammadans in tha Forest Sorvioe. 

97. Maulvi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: <a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Revenue be pleased 
to state the reasons for the paucity of the Mussalmans in the Forest 
Service ? 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving 
increased number of appointments to the Mussalmans? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [FORESTS] 
(the Hon’blo Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur of Nadia): 

(o) One reason is the small proportion of the applications received from 
Muhammadans, probably because Muhammadans had not qualified them- 
selves in large numbers for technical services; another reason is that the 
upper branches of the service are largely recruited by promotion. 

Roth the recruits who have joined the Imperial Forest Service in 
Bengal this year are Muhammadans. 

(b) The question of increasing the number of Muhammadans in 
the public services is under the consideration of Government. 


Communications within Arambagh subdivision. 

99. Babu KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that from the nearest railway 
station in the subdivision of Arambagh, within the district of Hooghly, 
there is no road fit for vehicular traffic for a distance of about 14 miles? 

( b ) Is the Hon’ble Member aware — 

(i) that portions of the Old Benares Road have been completely 
washed away by flood ; and 

(it) that during the rainy season more than six miles of the road 
remain under water? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, what steps are being, 
or are intended to be, taken to make the road fit for traffic? 
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(d) Wigtbe Hon’ble Member be pleaeed to state whether it is a 
fact — 

(i) that a large number of rivers and streamlets within the said 
subdivision are without bridges ; and 

(ti) that passengers have to cross some of them by boats and to 
wade through the others? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
Of Nadia: (a) to (d) Government have no information. The question 
relates to matters which are primarily the concern of the llooghly 
District Board, and it is suggested that the member should move the 
District Board in the matter. 


Anglo-Indians and Indian Christians in the Provincial Executive and 
Forest Services. 

99. Mr. F. E. JAMES: Will the Rouble Member in charge of 
the Department of Revenue be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing for the past five years the number of appointments given to 
the - {a) Anglo-Indians, and (b) Indian Christians in the— 

(0 Provincial Executive Service; and 

(//) Forest Service? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
Of Nadia: (i) One Anglo-Indian officer was appointed to the Bengal 
Civil Service by direct recruitment during the past five years. One 
Indian Christian was promoted to that Service from the Subordinate 
Civil Sendee. 

(w) No Anglo-Indian or Indian Christian has been newly appointed 
to either the Im]>erial or Provincial Forest Service in Bengal during 
the past five years. One Anglo-Indian officer was promoted from the 
Provincial to the Imperial Service. 


Extanaion of Contra! Avenue beyond Beadon Street 

ISO. Mr. TAR IT BHUSAN ROY: Will the Hon'ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state when the work of extending the Central Avenue beyond Beadon 
Street towards the north will be taken in hand ? 

The Hon'ble Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
Of Nadia: The member is referred to the reply given by Government 
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to his unstarred question No. 39 on the same subject on the 28th 
January, 1924. The Chairman of the Calcutta Improvement Trust 
states that it is not possible yet to say when the work of extending 
Central Avenue beyond Beadon Street will be taken in hand. The 
scheme is linked up with — 

(a) the question of the addition of roadways and footpaths to 
the proposed railway bridge over the Hooghly at Bally; 

(h) the remodelling of the Chitpur marshalling yard; and 

(c) the reconstruction cf the bridge over the canal and railway 
at Chitpur. 

Until decisions aie reached regarding these schemes, it is not much 
use extending Central Avenue, for the present, beyond Beadon Street. 
Recently Government have come to a decision to reconstruct the bridge 
over the canal at Chitpur, while the Council has decided not to have 
roadways and footpaths attached to the Bally Bridge, and it only 
remains to deal with scheme (b). 


Muhammadans in Government services. 

101. Maulvi NAJMUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Tton’ble 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department Ik* pleased to state 
when the announcement that one-third of all appointments in every 
service should l>e given to Moslems in all sendees was first made by 
the Government P 

(b) Has the proportion of one-third been reached? 

(c) If not, will the Ilon’ble Member l>e pleased to state what steps 
have been taken for attaining that object? 

MEMBER in oharga of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’blt Sir Hugh Stephenson: (a) No such announcement has been 
made. The member will find the orders in force in respect of certain 
services in paragraph 4 of the Rules for the recruitment of the Bengal 
Civil Service and certain other services by competitive examination, 
published in notification No. 6548A., dated the 26th June, 1925. In 1914, 
Government issued orders that in districts other than Darjeeling and the 
districts of the Burdwau Division the object in view was to provide that 
Muhammadans should hold one-third of the ministerial appointments and 
that with that object a Muhammadan should be appointed to every 
third vacancy. 

(6) and (r) The proportion of one-third has been reached in some 
services and offices, but not in all, and the rules in force are observed. 
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Among the reasons which account for the full proportion of on#4hini 
not having keen reached in all cases are the following: — 

(/) Some services are filled partly by direct recruitment and partly 
by promotion from lower services. Promotion is made on 
a consideration of merit alone. 

(2) Sometimes Muhammadans who have been appointed leave the 

services or posts to which they have been appointed on the 
offer of a better appointment, and this retards the attain- 
ment of a projx>rtion of one-third. 

(3) If a service or office contained a preponderating number of 

non-Muhammadans when the oiders first came into force, 
the method of appointing Muhammadans to one-third of the 
vacancies necessarily takes time to create a service of which 
one-third are Muhammadans. 


The subject of Muhammadan appointments has recently been under 
the consideration of Government and some time will elapse before 
orders are issued. Conditions varv in different services and the subject 
is a more complicated one than is generally supposed. If the member 
desires to have a further explanation of the nature of the problem, 
the Chief Secretary will be glad to give it to him. 


Municipal lam of Howrah. 

102. Babu KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble Meml>er in charge of the Depaitment of Local Self-Govern- 
ment lx* pleased to state whether the Government have mine to a 
decision on the report submitted to them by the Municipal Commis- 
sioners of Howrah in compliance with the Local Self-Government 
Department letter No. Ml M., dated the 12th March, 1924, indicating 
in what matter the Bengal Municipal (Consolidation ami Amendment) 
Bill of 192d fails to meet the requirements of the Howrah Municipality? 

(/;) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what that 
decision is? 

(c) If the Government have not come to a decision, are they consider- 
ing the advisability of coming to a decision before the Bill in question 
becomes a Statute? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: (a) and (ft) In view of the fact that I** r mission to introduce 
the Bengal Municipal Bill has been refused by the Legislative Council, 
Government are of opinion that the question of drafting a special 
Municipal Bill for Ilowiah, as recommended in the report, need not 
at present be considered. 

(r) In the circumstances stated above the question does not arise. 
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Bite KHAGSNDRA NATH GANGULY I Will the Government be 
pleaded to state the reason for the refusal of the Bengal Municipal Bill 
by the Bengal Legislative Council, and the introduction of a separate 
Bill by Government? 

Tho Hon’blc Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
Of Nadia: Government did not seem satisfied that a separate Bill was 
necessary for Howrah. 

Babtf KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY: Is it not a fact that the 
provisions of the proposed Municipal Bill for Howrah are radically 
different from the Bill introduced in the Council? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
Of Nadia: So far as I know I think there is no proposed Bill for Howrah. 


Inspector Hyder of Calcutta Polioe. 

103. Khan Bahadur 8. MAHB00B ALEY: (a) With reference to 
the reply given to my unstarred question No. 134 at the last August 
se.^iioii of the Bengal Legislative Council, is the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Police Department aware that from the Bengal Civil List 
of 1st January, 1925, page 289, it appears — 

(i) that Inspector N. N. Mazumdar stood 2(ith in the gradation 
list; and 

(tV) that u Muhumnmdan Inspector stood 20th in the said list? 

(b) Is it also a fact that Babu N. N. Mazumdar is not a matri- 
culate student? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Muhammadan officer referred to in (o) (it) 
is a graduate with European training? 

MEMBER In ohargo of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tho HonlMo Sir 
Hugh Btaphonaon): (a) ( i ) and (it) Yes; but Inspector N. N. Mazumdar 
was appointed sub. pro tem. Inspector in the Special Branch in 1918, 
nearly 4 years before Inspector Hyder was appointed to the rank of 
Inspector. 

(6) It is not a fact. He passed the Entrance Examination, which 
corresponded to the Matriculation Examination. 

(c) He is a graduate and is reported to have visited England on 
leave, but he had no European training. 
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104. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQt (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
aware tlmt — 

(i) the canals and the rivers of Hen gal are becoming impassable 
by boats on account of water-hyacinth; and 
</»> the water-hyacinth is causing damage t»» the nop> and to the 
health of the people of the country? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Member l>e pleased to state what steps have 
been taken on the circular issued by the Government to District 
Boards on the matter? 

(c) Have the Government any information ns to whether any Dis- 
trict Board did actually take steps to remove the nuisance of the 
water-hyacinth? 

The Hon’ble 8ir HUGH 8TEPHENS0N: (a) (i) Obstruction to 
navigation has l>een caused by water-hvacinth in certain waterways 
and stagnant khals, bhils, etc., in the low-lying tracts of the province. 

tfi) It has done some damage to lowland crops, especially paddy in 
Kan ern Bengal. There is no evidence that water-hyacinth directly 
< allies disease. lu prcs”ii<r, however, in ta nks and riveis. results in a 
hailing id tin* watei hv iK dccnmpuMtitin. 

tb) and (c) Most of the District Hoards have adopted bye-lows to 
enforce the destruction or removal of the weed. The bye-laws have 
been found to be ineffectual. The District Hoards of Dacca, Faridpur, 
Nonkliali and Jessore are reported to have incurred some expenditure 
for the destruction of the weed. 

Co-operative Banks in Tippera. 

185. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the II on 'hie 

Member in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
he pleased to state whether it is a fact that in the Tipjtera district 
there has been insufficient production of crops this year and last year? 
( h ) Is it a fact that there is scarcity of money in the district? 

(r) Is it also a fact that the cultivating class cannot Ixirrow money 
even at 25 per cent, interest? 

(d) Have the Government considered the desirability of increasing 
the number of co-operative hanks in this district? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the local officers in charge 
are not in favour of starting village bank* at Chandina and LaksamP 
(f) Are the Government considering the desirability of increasing 
the number of honorary organizers and of considering their report with 
a view to starting new hanks? 
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(jj) Are the Government considering the desirability of making an 
inquiry into the matter? 

The Hon’bfe Sir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: (a) to (e) No. 

(/) The existing arrangements for the organization of societies are 
considered sufficient. 

iff) No. 


Dolai khal. 

106. Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DA8: (a) Is the Hon'ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Irrigation aware that the Dolai khal, 
which passes through the city of Dacca, remains dried up for about 
8 months in the year? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Member also aware that the said khal receives 
discharges from a number of latrines and public and private drains? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that cholera and other infectious 
diseases break out in virulent forms in the neighbourhood of the Dolai 
khal? 

(d) Is it a fact that Itai Sailendra Nath Banerji Bahadur, Execu- 
tive Engineer, Irrigation Department, submitted a scheme for the 
canalization of the Dolai khal? 

(r) Have the Government considered the said report and formulated 
any scheme for the canalization of the khal, as suggested by that 
officer ? 

(/) Is it a fact that Mr. Addams-Williams, Thief Engineer, Irriga- 
tion Department, paid a visit to Dacca in March last, had a conference 
with some leading gentlemen of the town and admitted the feasibility 
of canalizing the khal? 

((f) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether it is 
projjosed to undertake the canalization of the Dolai khal? 

(/i) If so, when will that proposal be given effect to? 

M witter in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION: the 
Hon'ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur of Nadia: (a) The 

khal dries up for several months every year. 

(h) Yes, but less than used to be the case. 

(r) The diseases mentioned are not specially restricted to the 
vicinity of the Dolai khal, but are distributed throughout the city. 

(d) to {f) Yes. 

(y) and (h) The matter is under consideration and further informa- 
tion is being gathered with a view to reduce the cost of the scheme; 
until this has been done, it is not possible to state definitely when the 
scheme will be carried out. 
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Travailing altowmat of aohooi mb in poo tors. 

107. Baby ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI: Will the Hon’bl* 

Member in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether he is aware that the school sub-inspectors cannot now draw their 
travelling allowances with their pay Y 

(b) Is it a fact that their travelling allowance bills are not generally 
paid before some months have elapsed after submission ? 

Ir) Are the Government aware that these officers are put to inconven- 
ience owing to the delayed payment of their travelling allowance bills P 

id) Are the Government considering the desirability of allowing a 
fixed monthly travelling allowance to these officers to be drawn along 
wdth their pay ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM I (<#) Sub-Inspectors of Schools who 
receive a fixed boat allowance or fixed travelling allowance in special 
areas draw such allowance in their monthly pay hills in terms of Rule 
of the Bengal Financial Rules. Other officers of ull grades draw travel- 
ling allowance separately on travelling allowance bill forms. 

ami i c i The travelling allowance hills of Sub-Inspectors of Schools 
are passed by the Divisional Inspectors of Schools. No compluints have 
reached the Director of Public Instruction but an inquiry will be made- 
into any specific complaints. 

u/) No. 


Panskura station on Btngal Nagpur Railway. 

108. Babu MAHENDRA NATH MAITY: Is the Hon hie MemWr 
in charge of the Department of Public Works aware that Panskura is 
the nearest Bengal Nagpur Railway station from Tainluk in the district 
of Midnapore from which there is a metalled road and it motor car service 
to Tamluk? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. J. DONALD; Yes 

Municipal administration of Dacca. 

10B. Maulvi ALLAH BUK8H SARKAR: la) Is the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber in eharge of the Department of I/xal Self-Government aware that 
the general election of the Dacca Municipality held on drd March, 1925,, 
has been set aside and a permanent injunction issued ? 

ib) If so, what steps do the Government propose to take to carry on 
the municipal administration of Dacca? 
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Th# Hon’bto Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur o 
Nadia: (a) Yes. 

(h) An appeal was filed against the judgment of the lower court ant 
if is understood that the District Judge of Dacca has decided the appea 
in favour of the elected commissioners. 

The question of Government taking action does not therefore arise 


Government control over certain medical institutions. 

110. Babu NALINIRANJAN 8ARKER: <«) Will the Honbh 
Member in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government b< 
pleased to state what is t lie nature and extent ol control exercised bj 
Government ever the management and finance of each of the institu 
lions named below — 

( > I the (Calcutta Medical College ami lfosj>ital; 

(it) the Sambhunath Pandit Hospital; 

(tit) the Presidency General Hospital; 

iir) the Mayo Hospital; 

tr) the Ranchi Lunatic Asylum; and 

(rt) the Calcutta School of Tropical Medicine? 

(it) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether there is 
a governing body for the management of each of the institutions men- 
tioned in («)? 

(c) If so, how are such governing bodies constituted in each case? 

id) What are the names of the present members of each such gov- 
erning body? 

(r) When and for what term were these members last appointed? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: («) (0t (**), (tit) and (vi). These ore Government institu- 
tions and Government have complete control over their management 
and finances. 

tic) Government exercise no direct coutrol over the Mayo Hospital. 
The election by subscribers of members of the Board of Governors re- 
quires the approval of Government who make an annual contribution 
of Rs. H4,000 to the institution. 

(r)The Ranchi Mental Hospital for Europeans is vested by Act XIII 
of 1922 in a Board of Trustees of which 4 are nominated by the Gov- 
eminent of Bengal who also are consulted before the budget of the 
Trustees is finally sanctioned. Other Trustees ar*» elected by the other 
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contributory Governments (the institution being used by several Gov- 
eminent*), the European Association and Anglo-Indian and Domiciled 
European Association (Bengal). 

(6) Vide reply to question (a). 

There is also a Board of Governors appointed by Government for 
the Sambhunath Pandit Hospital. In the case of the School of Tropica! 
Medicine, a Managing Committee was created by a legal instrument the 
Charitable Endowments Act. 1890, consisting of — 

(/) the Director-General, Indian Medical Service i President); 

(*) the Surgeon-General ( Vice-President) ; 

(J) the Director of the School ; 

id), (•>) and (tf) 1 hree Professors of the School to be nominated 
by Nos. < 1 ), <‘J) and CD. 

(7), (.V) and CD One nominee each of the Indian Tea Association, 
Indian Jute Association and Indian Mining Association, 
which contribute towards the institution; 

1 10) Sir K. 0 . Bo-.e; and 

111) J. G. A pear. 

Nos. (10) and (11) to hold office dining their life-time or until they 
resigned, after which their \acunries will In* filled up by 
the other membeis of the eommittee. The administration 
of the Kndownient Fund (Rs. : t, .V>,( MKI) i-, vested in the com- 
mittee. 

id) and <r) A statement giving the information is laid on the 
Library table. 


Resolutions 

(on matters of general public interest). 

Amendment of Rule 3 of the Bengal Electoral Rules. 

Mr. M. DAUD: I beg to move that tins Council recommends to the 
Government that early steps be taken to move the proper authorities 
to amend Rule of the Bengal Electoral Rules with a view to remove 
the present disability of the labouring classes to send their own elected 
representatives, bv granting special electoral franchise to them and by 
allotting at least eight seats to them to Ik- represented through different 
special labour constituencies. 

With the introduction of Reforms, Labour has received statutory 
recognition m a distinct interest in some of the legislature* in India 
that came into existence under the Government of India Act of 1919. 
The representation has been given bv means of nomination which in 
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provided under Rules made under Government of India Act. This 
recognition has marked an advance in the evolution of the Labour move- 
ment in Indie. But the representation that has been given to it is not 
in proportion either to the numerical strength of the working classes, 
or to the importance of the interest represented. The representation 
•could only make the voice of Labour heard in the Legislatures where 
it could not be heard before and only in a very few cases it could make 
thut voice somewhat effective. Important Labour problems such as 
limitation of working-hours, housing-accommodation, sanitation, wage- 
disputes, provident funds, bonuses, compensation for accidents, mater- 
nity and child-welfare benefits, abuses, prevalent in the system of 
■engagements, and disputes between workers and employers resulting in 
the paralysis of works in trades and industries, require careful and 
aeriouH consideration by the Legislatures. Factories, settlement of 
labour disputes, welfare of labour including provident funds, industrial 
insurance (general health and accident) and housing are subjects which 
require legislation by the Indian Legislatures, but Labour administra- 
tion is provincial and hence, local Legislatures are always to deal with 
these subjects for administering the same in the provinces. Therefore, 
to safeguard the interest of the working classes, it is absolutely neces- 
sary that labour should be properly represented in the Legislatures. 

[At this stage the Ifon’ble the President left the Chamber and the 
Deputy President took the (’hair.] 

My resolution stands on two different issue>. The first issue 
involves the discussion of the question of principle, that is. whether 
labour should be represented by nomination or election. 

In this connection I beg to draw the attention of the House that the 
spirit which permeates through the Government of India Act of 1919, 
is evident from the joint report on Indian Reforms (paragraph 232, 
page 150) that 

the anomaly involved in the presence of nominated members m a Council to 
which we are giving some responsible powers must, we think, be accepted as one 
■of the necessary illogicalities attendant on a transitional period. Such nomina- 
tions are made for a representative purpose and can remain in such a way as to 
secure representation. Nomination has in our eyes the great advantage over the 
alternative of extending the class or communal system that it cnn be more easily 
abolished when the necessity for it ceases. We look to the desire of the communities 
represented by nominated members to see their representatives in Council placed 
upon the same footing ns those of other communities to help us in securing the 
extension of the territorial principle of representation wherever possible .... 
There may be cases in which nomination proves an unsuitable method of securing 
the representation of minorities. In such cases the committee should consider 
wdiethor the needs of the case would he made by reserving to a particular community 
n certain number of seats in plural constituencies .... 

The position, therefore, comes to this that election is the rule for minor- 
ity-representation and nomination and exception. The idea is always 
to give the go-by to it as soon as the necessity for nomination ceases, 
and election should lie taken recourse to. The Franchise Committee 
next sat to investigate the methods on which seats would be allotted to 
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different communities And so far as labour-representation is concern- 
ed, it had preferred nomination instead of election. Labour in Bengal 
was in a chaotic condition and there were only four or five labour 
organisations existing in this Presidency. It is true that laboui organi- 
sation is not very strong to-day like the capitalists, but the vvoik in that 
direction is proceeding steadily and at present Bengal had 50 to 57, 
organisations representing the various classes of workers employed in 
different industrial and commercial concerns of the country. These 
representative labour organisations have realised that the system of 
nomination to represent its interest in the legislature is not compatible 
with the spirit for which it is to be represented for the purpose of doing 
good to it. These strong unions can form the basis of setting up special 
labour electorates and once this basin is formed, other unions will not 
fail to quickly build up their strength. It is also equally clear that 
representatives elected by labour organisations even as they are to-day, 
will command the confidence of the working classes in a greater measure 
than what may be enjoyed by those nominated by (fovernment. They 
will also represent labour interest much better than the nominated 
representatives, because the former will have always to be untenable to 
the will of their electors while the latter have no such responsibility. 
The growing strength of laboui organizations ran not but be m'ogitixed 
and labour has become a elass by itself and lias made its importunec 
felt in the body-politic of the count n. Such a body conscious of its 
own strength, position and ideal in the political horizon is now refus- 
ing to be represented by nomination and like the capitalists wants to 
send its own men to its choice. To make the case for direct representa- 
tion by election more strong, I beg to refer to the majority and minority 
recommendations of the Muddiman Committee's rejMirt. 

Majority Recommendation —-(!% 50). 

“There is a very general recognition of the fact that it is desirable 
that both these interests (viz., the depressed classes and factory labour) 
should receive further recommendation, and we are in agreement with 
this view'. In the constitution of some of the provincial Councils the 
representation of the depressed classes and of the labouring classes by 
nomination is already provided for, but we do not consider that this 

representation is adequate In regard to urban factory labour 

we consider that it would be preferable to provide for the further repre- 
sentation by election." 

Minority Recommend vtion — (p, 180). 

“As regards the representation of the depressed and working dosses 
we are of opinion that the correct principle to follow' would be to 
tnvAP (ho franr-hitu* at n« in iriv«* them a chance. thpOUtfh the ODPIJ doOf 
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of election in general electorates; but where practical considerations 
point to a different conclusion, we would suggest that for the next few 

years only special constituencies might be formed for them 

Similarly, as regards factory labour, we favour the representation by 
election. We think though disorganized at present, labour is showing 
signs in urban areas of organizing itself at no distant date. We antici- 
pate that this process will be expedited by labour legislation which we 
understand is under contemplation of the Government of India.’ 1 

The report, therefore, admits that labour representation through 
nomination is not adequate and that it should receive further repre- 
sentation. The report further admits that it would be preferable to 
provide for further representation by election. Hence, it follows that 
until adult suffrage is introduced and so long as the special constitu- 
encies exist for the commercial and industrial employers, the working 
classes must also be given the same privilege of sending direct repre- 
sentatives to be elected from special labour constituencies. Important 
representative IuIkhii organizations of Bengal ure demanding that the 
labouring classes should he represented in the Council directly hv elec- 
tion than indirectly by nomination. Distinguished British labour lead- 
ers like Col. Wedgwood, w.r., Mr. Jhonston, m.p., Major Graham Boles 
who have studied labour problems in this country are of opinion that 
labour should be represented in the Legislatures not bv nomination but 
by election. Therefore, it is evident that it is high time to grant direct 
representation to labour. 

Before I deal with the second issue of the question, I want to make 
it absolutely dear that \ demand eight seats not from 140 seats at 
present existing, but by adding six more seats to the present number. 

Under the existing constitution labour is represented in this Council 
by two members nominated by the Government under Rule *1 
clause (.*J) {('), whereas, the employers of labour are represented in this 
Council by 15 members, elected from special employers’ constituencies 
representing the interests of only about 1,300 merchants and tradesmen. 
The following is the list of the number of seats allotted to the employers 
in their special constituencies: — • 

Special employers' constituencies. 



Seats. 

Electors. 

(1) Bengal Chamber of Com metre 

G 

218 

(2) Bengal National Chamber of Commerce 

o 

180 

(3) Indian Jute Mill Association 

o 

169 

(4) Indian Mining Association 

1 

130 

(5) Calcutta Trades’ Association 

1 

168 

((>) Bengal Mohujau Km him 

l 

205 

(7) Indian Tea Association 

1 


(8) Bengal Marwari Association 

1 
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The figures given above show the hollownees of employer* 1 repre- 
sentation and when compared with the strength of workmen numbering 
about 14 lakhs given below, it would convince the House whether labour 
can legitimately demand at least half the seats namely, eight to repre- 
sent its interest side by side with the employers: — 

1. Factory* workers 5,28,(»85 ( employed in 1,008 factories). 

2. Railwaymen — 

(a) Bengal-Xagpur Railway. Kharugpore Workshop - 

20,000 

(h) East Indian Railway, Lilloah Workshop 15,000 
<r) East Indian Railway and Howrah Workshop — 5,000 
id) Eastern Bengal Railway — 48,000 
(c) Assam-liengal Railway and others — 10,000. 

0. Seamen — 

( a ) employed in foioign-going ships 1,00, (KM) (up to i'eb- 
ruary, 1024, 1, SO, 050 seamen have been registered 
in the shipping office and it is calculated that from 
1887 up to date roughly 80,050 men either left their 
services nr died). 

(h) Inland steamers, ferries, launches, boats, etc. — 20,<KML 

4. Miners — ’>(>,( MM) 

5. Printers— 50, (MM) 

6. Dockers — 80, (MM) 

7. Tramway men. Other transport workers — 25, (MM) 

8. ( 'otnmert ial empb yees — l.(M),(MK). 

0. l.abourers in Tea Hardens — 4,00,000. 

The representations of these workers shonld be through their organi- 
sations on the basis of special labour constituencies for each class of 
workers. The names of organization* and the numbci of seats, 
which l suggest to be allotted to them are as follow*: — 

1. Organization of Factory lu Wuier* — Two seats. 

(/) Howrah Labour I nion. 

(it) Kankinara Labour Fnion. 

(iii) Bengal Jute Workers’ Association, Bhatpara. 

Or) Nadia Mill Workers* Am* iation, Bhatpara. 

(r) Gouripore Workers' Association, (rouripore. 

(ri) Reliance Labour Union. 
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(ini) Hosiery Workmen’s Union. 

( viii ) Calcutta Labour Association. 

(i.r) Calcutta Corporation Employees* Association (Workshop 
Section). 

'2. Organizations of Railwayman — One seat. 

(i) Bengal-Nagpur Railway, Indian Labour Union. 

(ii) Eastern Bengal Railway, Indian Employees’ Association. 
(Hi) East Indian Railway Labour Union. 

*1. Organizations of Seamen — One seat. 

(/) Indian Seamens’ Union. 

(ii) Bengal Mariners’ Union. 

4. Organizations of Minors — One seat. 

. (i) Indian Colliery Employees’ Association. 

-5. Organizations of Printers — One seat. 

(i) Press Employees’ Association. 

(it) Linotype Workers’ Association. 

(tit) (Calcutta Corporation Employees’ Association (Printing 
Section). 

Organizations of Dockers, Tramwnymen, and other Transport 
Worker* — One seat. 

(/) Labour Association of Bengal. 

(ii) Calcutta Tramway Employees’ Union. 

(Hi) Transport Workers’ Union. 

7. Organization of Commercial Employees — One seat. 

(i) Employees’ Association. 

(ii) Calcutta Port Trust Employees’ Association. 

(ill) Calcutta Corporation Employees’ Association. 

As at present there is no organization for labourers in the Tea 
^Gardens, their cause will be considered in future. 

Now let us see how far Rule •) of the Bengal Electoral Rules can he 
amended so as to give labour 8 seats instead of the existing 2. Sec- 
tion 72A, clause (2) of the Government of India Act provides “ that the 
number of member* of the Governors’ Legislative Councils shall be in 
•accordance with the table set out in the First Schedule to this Act; and 
of the members of each Council not more than 20 per cent, shall be 
official member*, and at least 70 per cent, shall be elected members ", 
And clause (a) to that sub-clause (2) provides : “ Provided that subject 
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to the maintenance of the above proportions, rules under this Act may 
provide for increasing the number of members of any Council, as 
specified in that schedule The First Schedule of the Government of 
India Act says that Bengal has only Iwen allotted 125 seats, but at 
present we see here 140 seats, llow has that change been made. This 
change has been made under section 129 A of the Government of India 
Act which lays down that “ where any matter is required to Ik* presrrilted 
or regulated by rules under this Act and no special provision is made as 
to the authority by whom the rules are to be made, the rules shall la* 
made by the Governor-General in Council, with the sanction of the 
Secretary of State in ( ouucil. and shall not he subject to repeal or 
alteration by the Indian legislature or h\ any local legislatuie The 
proposal that I have made in my l evolution to amend the rule has not 
come out from me for the first time, hut I have my precedent for it. I 
have already suid that the number of seats in the Bengal Legislative 
Council as recommended by the Franchise Committee and incorjMirated 
in the First Schedule of the Government of India Act was 125 • ( 100 
seats for the elected members, 20 foi officials and 5 for nominated non- 
officials i. Th is recommendation was accepted in toto by Parliament as 
we find it so incorpoiatcd in the Schedule of the Act, but instead of 125 
members we see here 140 in this Council, and the Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce which was allotted only 4 seats b\ the Franchise Committee 
is at piesent enjo\ing (i seats. How have these changes been mnde^ 
These changes have been made under section 1 29 A of the Government 
of India Act, and Notifications No. tltlT-F., dated the 20th duly, 1020. 
and No. F-21‘i-\ , dated the -10th Jul\, 102-5, will show these changes. 
Evidently therefore, then* is no constitutional bur to amend Hub* d of 
the Bengal Electoral Rules and in place of 114 elected neat* 122 should 
be allotted and in place of 2 members nominated by the Government it 
should he that all the members should he elected. These S seats for 
labour should be represented like the Industrial Employers through 
different special labour constituencies and those constituencies should 
be their organizations like the employers. The matter ot ci eating 
special labour constituencies would be much facilitated as soon as the 
Trade Union Bill, which is now before the legislative Assembly, is 
passed. The matter will he much expedited and labour will get much 
facilities to standardize those special constituencies. The commercial 
and industrial employers have at present got 15 seats as I have already 
said, and it is reasonably expected — and I am placing n«\ views lief ore 
my Swarajist friends that they will show sympathy to labour and this 
is the chance that luliour has got in this Council so long us they are 
here, labour might get special electoral franchise and be in a position 
to send their elected representatives to this Council; and I also appeal 
to my Nationalist friends to support my resolution in view r of the fact 
that under the existing constitution the representatives of l.-'tfM) 
merchants and tradesmen are here in a large number— they are 15 in 
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number — whereat* we who represent at least 14 lakhs of workmen. are 
two here, ami we have come here by means of nomination, and it is for 
my friends to decide whether labour should come through election or 
labour will have to depend in future on nomination. 

With these words I move the resolution that stands in my name. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I beg to move a> an amend- 
ment to Mr. Daud’s resolution that all words commencing from “ and 
by allotting at least eight seats ” be omitted from this resolution. 

Sir, the resolution moved by Mr. Daud divides itself into two parts. 
In the first part he asks the Council to recommend the substitution of 
the principle of election for the principle of nomination : in the second 
he asks for an increase in the number of seats now allotted to labour. 
So far as the first part is concerned, I wholeheartedly associate myself 
with this demand. The present system under which Government 
nominate two members to represent labour is a bad one. The nominated 
members are in no sense of the term real representatives of the labour- 
ing population. They owe their seats to the good graces of Government 
and naturally they arc unable to displease the Government and perform 
their duties fearlessly for fear of losing their seats. The labour seats, 
therefore, at present mean so much more power to the elbow of Govern- 
ment. The sooner the system of nomination is replaced by the system 
of election the better. 

As foi the second part, I am unable to support the demand for an 
extension of the principle of separate electorates. Separatism is the 
bane of Indiu and until this tendency is checked, we shall never have an 
Indian Nation. Separate electorates always tend to prevent the growth 
of a feeling of solidarity among the members representing the various 
interests. They are often, and at best they may be regarded as, a neces- 
sary evil during the transition period. 

Any extension of the prineiple of separate representation is hound 
to be injurious to the political progress of the country. I therefore, 
oppose this demand and 1 hope my amendment will commend itself to 
the House. 

Dr. H. W. D. MORENO: I rise to support the resolution as moved 
by Mv. Daud. Sir, with the Reforms came the first recognition of 
labour in the Councils of the Empire. We have here in this Council 
sitting with us two nominated memliers representing labour. Everybody 
realises and Dr. Pramathanath Hanerjea has brought that out effectively, 
that the people nominated by Government art* naturally misrepresented. 
Whatever they do, or however they act, they are open to misrepresent** 
tiott on both sides. To free them from such trammels I think it is right 
and proper that election should be the basis on which they should come 
to this Council. In the Muddiman Committee, both the Majority and 
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the Minority Reports are in favour of giving labour representation 
through the means of election and I understand that the Government of 
India are carefully considering these Reports. It would therefore 
strengthen their hands if the Bengal Government made their recom- 
mendation in terms of this resolution so that Bengal at least could have 
elected Labour representatives. The great talk now is for the broaden- 
ing of the franchise and while we have all classes of interests represented, 
Labour has just this meagre representation which we find now in this 
Council. While we have the agricultural (lasses having a direct vote, 
the industrial workers are shut out completely. In this Council we have 
the employers of Laboui very largely represented — almost abnormally 
represented — while the class of labourers is shut out, just only with this 
narrow' outlet of two Humiliated memlvers. 

The difficulty that might present itself is, how are we going to have 
the basis of election for Labour representatives? I may point out here 
that the Government of India have on the anvil a Bill for the Regis- 
tration of Labour Unions. This will put out from all recognition those 
spurious unions, most of whom are of mushroom growth, it will end, 
however, in the due recognition and establishment of pro]M*r Unions 
that are effective in voicing the particular interests they seek to repre- 
sent. Now if these Unions lx* recognized, what harm is there in giving 
them the power of representation through properly elected candidates 
just as representation is given to properly recognized Associations 
voicing other inteiests such as the merchants* interests, the landlords’ 
interests and so on and so forth? There can he no difficulty about this; 
if all these properly recognized Associations ure able to send their 
representatives to the Council it should follow as a matter of course 
that the Labour Unions would he equally able to send proper repre- 
sentatives of Labour. I see here no dashing of interests. Labour 
does not seek to shut out the interests of the employer; it asks for an 
equal place with others. This Council should stand equally for the 
welfare of the employer and the employee. Talking about the 
important interests Labour possesses one would he staggered to find 
the number of people employed in industrial concerns; and unless and 
until some outlet is given to their representatives to speak out their 
grievances in this Council you have the danger of trying to sit upon 
the safety-valve of an engine, with the inevitable consequence. 1 know, 
being concerned with Labour for some time now, that it is a real need 
that Labour is pressing for and I feel sure that if this opportunity be 
given to Labour you will have a set of people here in the Council voicing 
the interests of Labour, which will not be in any way inimical to other 
interests. 

Dr. Banerjea talked of the difficulty of having separate interests in 
Labour and of the clashing of these interests. The difficulty is a real 
one. You have a certain group of unions that gather round a parti- 
cular interest, the textile workers, the printers, railwaymen among 
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whom are largely found Anglo-Indians. To jumble all these interests 
together, to give them promiscuous representation, say, 4 or 5 or 6, 
would lead to endless confusion. But if these interests were broadly 
separated you could have very effective representation sent from those 
unions gathering round particular interests. 

I think Government should find very little against a resolution ’ of 
this kind when they look to the doings of the 4 4 Old Country . ” Not 
long ago Labour was decried and looked down upon there; it went 
through vicissitudes and many changes of fortune. To-day it stands 
as the official opposition in the Mother of Parliaments, nay, it even 
assumed in the past the office of Government, and assumed it with 
credit to itself and to the Empire. The time has now come in Bengal, 
nay, in India when we should have Labour representation as effective 
as in England, following the same lines which Labour has followed 
in the 44 Old Country ” till it becomes a real source of power in this 
land. The Government should look upon Labour, as Labour is looked 
upon in England to a great extent, as one of the most valuable adjuncts 
for the upholding of good order and government. 

With these remarks I heartily supi>ort the resolution. 

Bftbu UME8 CHANDRA CHATTERJEE: I rise to oppose this 
motion. My reason is this: all mills are dangerous to this country and 
sooner the mills are (dosed the speedier will la> the salvation of the coun- 
try. Therefore, all sorts of impediments are to be placed in the way of 
the labouring ( lass resorting to the mills. The mills are a great menace 
to agriculture and have caused immense* injury to it. If mills multiply, 
lunds will lie fallow. I will encourage mills when Indian brains will 
construct the necessary engines. We want advance towards swaraj ; 
while we make a retrograde journey by efforts to make labour com- 
fortable at the mills. This is surely an anomaly. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: I am not going to detain the Ilouse and 
inflict a long speech upon them. First I shall deal with the point 
raised by my friend, Dr. Pramathannth Banerjea. He said that separ* 
ate representation is impairing the political progress of the country. 
I quite agee with this in princ iple but having regard to the fact that 
under the present system representation in this Council is based on 
separate, communal and special electorates I do not see any reason 
why at the present moment such a large number and body of people 
should not have real representation in matters of legislation affecting 
them solely and no one else, and constantly coming up in this Council, 
should be debarred from sending one of their own mou here. I tell 
the authorities that may he this is the sort of thing that hurts and l 
think on this ground alone Government ought to accept this resolu- 
tion and give effect to it. Ever since the inauguration of the Trade 
Union Congress in this couutry every year they have been passing 



1925 .] 


RESOLUTIONS. 


m 


resolution! to give representation to labourers particularly because at 
the present moment in the labour areas there are few who can take- 
advantage of tne general electoral rules. In the factories you will find 
labourers most of whom do not pay income tax or chaukidari tax; 
they cannot pay any revenue to get themselves represented ; even if 
some of them do, they form a very small minority. But having regard 
to the fact that trade union legislation is coming into force very soon 
when even* union which wants recognition by legislation will have it 
we in this Council should not oppose the resolution Mr. Daud 1ms 
brought forward. Here you will see that we have got the represen* 
tatives of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, the Tea Planters, Zamin- 
dars, Land-holders, Marwari Chamber of Commerce, ami the Bengal 
Mahajan Sabha. There are more than eight meiul>ers who have come to 
look after the interests of the capitalists and capitalists alone. The 
principle of nomination has been extended to the depressed or rather 
oppressed classes, but nomination is very bad in principle U'cause the 
choice remains with Government who tlui** become masters and the 
nominated people their servants. 

With regard to Dr. Moreno who had a fling. a clump fiing at the 
lawyers who said that there are too mun\ lawyers coming through 
elections. Dr. Moreno knows very well that in the case of a labour 
disputes it is the lawyers who come to the rescue and even . 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: 1 lid not mention a single word against 
the luwyers. I have the highest resjieet for them including Mr. llaldar. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: Even Dr. Moreno will find that if represen- 
tation l>e given by election to the labourers a good many lawyers will 
come in through that. The Government nominee Mr. Daud happens to 
be a lawyer. Why did Mr. Daud get the nomination. Because he, in 
spite of his being u lawyer, took a great deal of interest in labour 
questions and tried to help the seamen in having their grievances 
redressed. That is certainly one of the reasons 1 dare say why Mr. 
D^ud was nominated. As I have said I am against the principle of 
nomination and I say that the principle of election should W sub- 
stituted in its place. If this principle is accepted then only two 
nominated members will go away from the Council but it will mean on 
the other hand an increase of four elected members— four Wing the 
number that Government will have to add to the number of seats in 
the Council and the legislation on this point, the Government of India 
Act, has given ample scope for the increase of seats. I whole-hearted- 
ly support the resolution moved by Mr. Daud and 1 hope this House 
will curry it. 

B«bU HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR: I was just wondering if 
mv friend Mr. Daud was like the man in the story cutting the branch 
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on which he was sitting. I suspect he must have lost all affection for 
the Government who has nominated him, and it is a good sign that he 
is now, as a true representative of labour, advocating their cause and 
pleading for election. It is the same old question still. I think so 
long as labour inarticulate, the intelligentia will exploit them. I find 
Labour M.L.CVs. here who were never labourers themselves. Of 
course, if we stick to the definition of labour, as given by the British 
Labour Party, namely, labour by brain or by hancl makes one a 
labourer, then these gentlemen are surely labourers. There are people, 
I mean the intellectual poletariats or physical poletariats, who are 
never represented in this House. I should like them to come in. Time 
will replace these leaders with leaders who w’ill come from true Labour 
ranks. The programme of the Swaraj party does not go against the 
resolution; it includes the protection and promotion of Labour, and I 
hope my party will support this resolution in full. 

Mr. P. H. BROWNE: I am sure the members of this House would 
be only too glad to welcome repiesentntives of all classes of Labour, and 
to give their support to this resolution. I should like to see every class 
represented in this Chamber, but the point is, where are we going to 
put them ally At present we have very limited space — a Ladies' 
Oullcrv and a Visitors’ Gallery — and there will Is* very little room for 
nil the new members that have been suggested. 

I would suggest that until we have a new building sanctioned and 
built, the question of further representation should be postponed. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for ten minutes.] 

[After the adjournment.] 

[The Hon'ble the President returned to the Chair.] 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I thank Mr. l)aud for his attempt 
to have a special representation for Labour in this Council, and I think 
it is his duty to do so as he represents Labour in this Council, but we 
must take into consideration not only the claims of Labour but the 
claims as well of other communities of Bengal. What about the 
depressed classes who are regarded as people of the oppressed classes? 
Is it not a fact that the number of the depressed classes predominates? 
How many representatives have they got in this Council? The claims 
of other communities must also be considered; I mean the landholders 
of Bengul; they have only 5 representatives in this Council; they pay 
heavy rates and taxes but they 'are in a hopeless minority, on the 
ground of the system of one man. one vote. If a person pays a revenue 
of a lakh of rupees to Government, he is entitled to one vote only, and 
is placed on the same footing with a person who pays only Ra. 1-8 per 
annum as municipal rates. Then what about the Indian trade and 
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common* of Bengal? Are they well represented in this Council? I 
answer in thenaegative. So far as the European commerce and trade 
are concerned, they have got 10 representatives in this Council, 
whereas the Indian trade has got ouly four. As regards Education, it 
is most regretable that they have only 2 representatives. Therefore, I 
beg to submit, that while admitting that Labour representation should 
be strengthened in this Council, I am opposed to the increase to 8. 
Therefore, whilst I approve the principle of electoral representation, 1 
strongly object to the increa.se in the number, and 1 support the amend- 
ment moved by Dr. Pramathauath Banerjea. 

Ml* K. C. RAY 'CHAUDHURI 3 I accord my whole-hearted support 
to the principle of Mr. Daud’s resolution. As regards the number of 
electorates and other details, these things must be left to the future 
for the simple reason that our unions have not made the same progress 
that we expected as labour organisers. I am sorry to say that 
Mr. Thomas Johnson, the Labour M. P. for Dundee who was on a visit 
here a few days ago, expressed his sincere regret that there are very few 
bona fide trade unions in Bengal, and regretted to see no large organi- 
sation of labour even in that great industry of jute. Probably the Trade 
Unions Bill pending before the Legislative Assembly with provisions to 
help in the growth of bona fide unions w ill help Labour ft lot. But at the 
some time I must express my regret that some of the Indian members 
of the Assembly opposed that Bill which aims at elimination of 
numerous mushroom unions which sprung into existence, but surely 
it must be recognized that unless unions conform to the recognised 
laws of associations, why should they have any representation in 
Legislatures. 

I agree with Dr. Pramathauath Banerjea that the number of elec- 
torates must be left for future consideration. There must be investi- 
gations of the claims of different labour organizations. 

Somebody had a fling at the principle of nomination. It has been 
said that nomination means subservience; I totally deny that. I can 
only refer to what happened yesterday when the Labour representative 
was on conflict with the Government over the resolution about piece- 
work in Bengal Government Press. Mr. Joehi is a nominated member 
in the Legislative Assembly ; can anybody dare accuse him of subser- 
vience to Government. 

Hr. PRESIDENT) Order, order. Please confine yourself to the 
terms of the resolution. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI I I am replying to certain remark* 
made regarding nomination being subservient to Government. 

«*. PRESIDENTS I think you should try and avoid introducing 
personalities in a matter like this. 
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Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: I am giving an instance of 
Mr. Joshi who has opposed Government on many occasions at the Legis- 
lative Assembly and he is a nominated member. It depends on the man 
on the character of the nominee — it does not depend on the principle of 
nomination at all. That is my point. Why in spite of Mr. Joshes 
persistent opposition to Government he was nominated for the second 
time in the Assembly. 

My second point is that all we have discussed to-day about labour 
representation has been very thoroughly discussed in the Muddiman 
Minority Report. In this connection I am bound to point out that it 
took nearly 50 years for English unions to grow; and in the year 1870 
(I am not very sure of the year) the Trade Union Congress which sat 
in London passed a resolution that Labour should take part in politics* 
Mr. Keir Hardie was one of the foremost leaders of Labour who took up 
the education of the people on labour politics and later on the Labour 
Party came into being in the British Parliament. In fact previously 
the Trade Union leaders were strongly opposed to any participation of 
their unions in politics. It took nearly 50 years for the Parliamentary 
f.nbour Party to grow. Lalnmr organization in this country must go 
through a process of evolution and not revolution. 

Even in the United States of America they have no Labour politics. 
The late Mr. Gompers, the leader of American labour, often said that 
he did not want a Labour party because of conflicts between Labour and 
other parties in the Legislatures. I would like to see more Labour re- 
presentatives in municipalities and district boards where the conditions 
of housing and other matters affecting industrial and agricultural 
labour have to be thrashed out more than in Legislative Councils. 

The next question is if we have a Labour electorate, what about the 
raiyats; these people has no electorate. We have the landholders’ elec- 
torates. Is not the interest of the raiyat always in conflict with the 
landholders’ interests? Therefore, it is also necessary that we should 
have both Labour and raiyat electorates. After all raiyats live on 
agricultural labour. 

Mr. M. DAUD: On a point of order, Sir, the raiyats question can- 
not arise at all out of my resolution. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think the hon’ble member is quite In order. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: Then in reply to my friend Babu 
Hem&nta Kumar Sorkar, who said that thlrc should be real manual 
workers sitting here. I disagree with him. What about Mr. Joshi, 
is he a manual labourer? What about Mr. Ramsay Macdonald, has he 
aver done a day’s manual labour in his life? What about Mr. Andrews, 
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the recognised authority on Indian labour in India f The Labour re- 
presentative should be the brain of the Labour party here to help ill 
labour legislations and to help in organising Labour unions. * 

With these words I beg to support the principle of the resolution 
of Mr. Baud, viz., that there should be labour electorates provided, of 
course, that 'boiw jute organisations are forthcoming at all. 

Th# Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: We have heard a very interest- 
ing debate and we all agree that labour should be properly represented 
in this legislature. There are no two opinions about the question at all, 
though the literature on the subject is fairly large and exhaustive. 
Mr. Baud has made an interesting speech, and has given us the views 
of the Labour in as cogent a manner as |M>ssible. 

Now, supposing that the principle of election is hotter than that of 
nomination; defects hove been pointed out by some of the representa- 
tives of the Labour in this House in labour organizations; for instance, 
Mr. Hay Chaudhuii and Mr. Iluldui I do not know if the latter is the 
official i ep resell tat ive of the Labour party, but I understand he is also 
connected with certain labour organizations. If we want true representa- 
tion of Labour, there can In* no doubt that the system of election will 
at present very inadequately unswei the put pose. Trade I nion* have 
been suggested as j»ossible constituencies, but as regards that, Mr. Hay 
Chaudhuri, who ought to know something about Trade Unions, baa 
informed the House that Trade Unions have not yet been properly orga- 
nized in this country. They have to be organized on a much more 
satisfactory basis before they can furnish proper constituencies for 
labour. 

The best solution would undoubtedly Ik* according to constitutional 
theory to lower the franchise so as to include the labouring classes, but 
there are practical difficulties to be met. You must not only lower the 
franchise, but you would have to lower it on a large scule to include 
not only workers in the mills and dockyards and railways, but ulso the 
raiyats. As has been pointed out, there is no ground for differentiat- 
ing between labour in the mills and labour in the fields. 

At the same time Government feel that there should be totter repre- 
sentation from labour in some form or other. The matter ha* engaged 
the attention of the Government of India: and so far as this Govern- 
ment aye concerned, we are very much conscious of the difficulties thal 
lie in the way of creating a special electorate for labour. Nomina- 
tion is certainly not a good substitute for election ; but until we bavi 
proper constituencies through which labour can send represent® tives, 
nomination is the only alternative. Anyhow, the matter is receivini 
the consideration of the Government of India : and so far as this Govern, 
men! are concerned, we shall be glad to forward the opinions of ihk 
Council on this subject to the Government of India. : 

27s 
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As regards the number of seats, I must say one word. “ Eight ” 
seems to be a large number to earmark. As for the difficulty of hous- 
ing additional eight members, pointed out by Mr. Browne, I think it 
might be got over somehow. Perhaps, some of our Swarajist friends 
will oblige the additional Labour members by vacating their own seats. 
I have however grave doubts whether Labour will be able to send eight 
competent men as their representatives to the Council. The amend- 
ment of Dr. Banerjea seems to be more reasonable and it should be 
left to the authorities to work out what would be the appropriate 
number by which Labour should be represented in this Council. 

Mr. M. DAUD: I am really glad to hear from the Hon’ble Member 
in charge that so far as the first part of my resolution is concerned, 
Government have no objection to accept the principle of election in 
place of nomination. I am, however, really very sorry to say that this 
is rather a pious wish of the Government. It is not known whether 
the principle will ever be carried into effect till 1929. Therefore, it 
is merely a pious wish. My friend, Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhuri, who is 
also a Labour member in this Council has rightly or wrongly pointed 
out to this Council that he accepts the principle, but so far as the 
eight seats are concerned, or rather the allotment of seats is concerned, 
it would be left to the future. 1 may say that as he shares the same 
responsibility with me for the labourers in this Council and as this 
resolution of mine was tabled in August, 1924, it was his duty to 
solve the problem as to how these eight seats would be distributed. 
But he has not taken any care to solve it. Now, with regard to one of 
my friends — I understand his name is Mr. Browne — who represents the 
employers : he said that there was a practical difficulty in regard to 
this resolution in connection with the housing of these Labour mem- 
bers and that a new House was necessary. My answer to him is this, 
that the housing problem in industrial and commercial concerns is 
always a difficult problem for the employers of labour to solve. I may 
tell him that the remark that has been made by him is a very good 
one and he should remember that his capital will be of no use if labour 
withdraws from his industrial concerns. It is, therefore, his business 
for the sake of his own interests to sympathise with the demands of 
labour. The employers are very fairly represented in this Council, but 
the employees are not. The employees are represented in this Council 
by a lawyer like myself and a philanthropist like Mr. Ray Chaudhuri 
through the back door of nomination. It is my desire to place before 
the House the real demands of labour. I have worked in this Council 
for the last two years and have come to the conclusion that labour 
cannot gain any advantage from this Council until and unless it can 
•end its elected representatives to this Council. I have got nothing to 
•ay so far as the wish of the Government is concerned and I rather 
congratulate the Government Member on hia accepting at least the 
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principle. Now, with regard to Dr. Banerjea’s amendment, he has 
said that he would not support any special representation as these repre- 
sentations are detrimentabto the progress of the country. 

Df» PRAM ATMAN ATH BANER4EA: I have said extension of the 
principle. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order! 

Mr. M. DAUD: I accept it. Now my answer to Dr. B&nerjea is 
this* that his principle might lie good and would be of some use in a 
country where there are no divergent elements. Here in this country, 
there are so many divergent elements that it is not possible here, and 
there is no other alternative, to safeguard the interests of the minori- 
ties; and special constituencies and special representations are absolutely 
necessary. If you want to see that you are going on in a constitu- 
tional line and are going on for the bc. ( interests of the country, all 
these interests must be represented. However, I leave it to the 
House so far as my resolution is concerned and it is for the House to 
decide whether they will accept inv proposition or not. 

The following amendment of Dr. 1‘raniatlmnath Banerjea to the 
resolution of Mr. M. Daud was then put and agreed to; — 

“ The following words at the end lx* omitted, namely— 

4 and by allotting at least eight seats to them to be 
represented through different special labour con- 
stituencies.* ** 

* 

The motion of Mr. M. Daud, was then put in the following amended 
form and agieed to: — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that early steps be 
* taken to move the proper authorities to amend Rule 3 of the 

Bengal Electoral Rules with u view to remove the present 
disability of the labouring classes to send their own elected 
representatives bv granting special electoral franchise to 
them.’ 1 


Establishment of • Medical School at Birisal. 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY GHOUDHURI Bahadur: I move 
that this Council recommends to the Government that steps be taken 
for the early establishment of a medical school at Barisal, the head- 
quarters of the district of Bak&rganj. 
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In answer to a question of Babu Satyendra Chandra Mitra, the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Education and Medi- 
cal was pleased to “ recognize the necessity of starting more medical 
schools in Bengal.” This policy is now well-established, and is recog- 
niied both by the Government and the people. That the medical edu- 
cation which is partially vocational should be increased as far as possible 
and more medical schools should be started as early as practicable can 
no longer l»e denied. It will not only give medical relief to the interior 
of the Province to far distant mufassal villages decimated by malaria, 
kala-azar and cholera but will provide bread to the families of a number 
of our young men. 

The ratio of registered medical practitioners to population in Bengal 
is about 1 per 10,000 as has been said by the Hon’ble Member but the 
ratio is still less and dwindles into insignificance in the district of 
Bakargtmj. The total population of the district is 26,23,756 and the 
number of registered practitioners will be less than 100. The area of 
the district is 3,490 square miles with 2,990 inhabited villages looked 
after by less than 100 qualified medical men most of whom live and 
practise in district or subdivisional headquarters. Thus, there is not 
one practitioner for every 30 villages. This is the medical relief, this 
is the medical assistance the people of Bakarganj are daily getting. 

A portion of the district remains under a curse for more than 6 
months a year, its water tacomes saline and unfit for human consump- 
tion, cholera and bowel trouble appear and make yearly havoc among 
the population, malaria and kala-azar are appearing in the district with- 
out any real and practical check. The district board dispensaries are 
only a few, nearly one in every thanu, and the doctors fastened to their 
routine duties can hardly and timely attend to distant calls. Thus, 
practically there is no medical relief or assistance available in remote 
mufussal villages. 

Sir, l appeal to the House to imagine how poor, uneducated 
villagers of Bakarganj, old and young men and women dying by 
thousands without treatment. Will not this vision of suffering hunianr 
ity stagger our imagination and shall we not cry “ shame ” ! 

The total iwpulation in 26,23,756 whereas the number of literate men 
are 3,03,769 and the English-knowing population is 31,805 only and 
the death-rate is 70,000 a year. From these figures we can at once see 
that the idea of sanitation among the masses is abnormally low. I 
admit that neither the Government nor the public bodies can directly 
raise or improve the idea of sanitation or give direct medical relief to 
all parts of the district with all their resources. But I can tell this 
House very emphatically that this can be surely done by sending more 
qualified medical practitioners to the interior villages for practice and 
this will necessitate the creation or turning out of such men every year. 
There are nearly 3.000 inhabited villages in the district. If one doctor 



1926.] 


RESOLUTION S, 


€11 


can manage 3 villages there is yet room for 900 qualified pruetitionero 
more in this district with 900 compounders attached to them. In this 
way. Sir* we can solve the bread question of 1,800 families and can 
give medical assistance to more than 20 lakhs of people. 

There are 54 secondary schools in the district with 10,393 scholars 
reading in them and 1,400 boys in Barisal town schools only and these 
schools are turning out 800 to 900 Matriculates every year/ what these 
young men will do? Sixty per cent, of them can not or do not enter 
colleges. Not even 5 per cent, of them can enter offices, the rest are 
to make their independent living and what profession or vacation are 
left for them? What will be the future course of life for these unfor- 
tunate young men? It is the duty of the State to open for them as 
far as practicable avenues through which they can make out their 
independent living. 

The Government resolution on the Triennial Report on the workings 
of the hospitals and dispensaries in Bengal clearly recognises the demand 
for more qualified practitioners. It runs thus: — 

In order partially to meet the demand for more qualified practitioner* of nub- 
assistant surgeon class through out the Presidency of Bengal more particularly 
in mufassal areas the sanctioned strength of students in the Campbell and Dacxm 
Medical Schools was raised by 100 and fiO, respectively. A third medical school, 
vn., the Ronuldshay Medical School with accommodation for 200 students was 
established at Burdwan and formally opened in July, 1921. In pursuance of a 
resolution which was accepted by Bengal Legislative Council a committee was 
appointed in April, 1921, to advise Government as to the steps to be taken for 
the establishment of more medical schools at various districts headquarter station* 
where there are large hospital suitable for clinical teaching since then Mymen*ingh 
Medical School has been started. 


Now arc these expansions in any way sufficient for the need of 
Barisal? The Campbell Medical School will not admit East Bengal 
boys. The Dacca Medical School cun hardly meet the de^&nd of Dacca 
District only. Not even 5 Isiys from Barisal can get themselves 
admitted there yearly. Burdwan School cannot take in East Bengal 
boys. Burdwan and Ifooghly lioys will Is* suffinent for it. Mymen- 
lingh School can hardly accommodate all the boy* of Mymensiugh, 
Sylhet and Comillu. Where is then any room for Barisal boy*? If a 
medical school lie established at Barisal it will not only provide Barisal 
boys but also lioys from Faridpur, Noukhali and Khulna Districts, as 
in the old days Broja Mohan College and Raj Chandra College of 
Barisal used to accommodate students of all these districts. Thus, by 
establishing a medical school at Barisal the students of 4 districts will 
be benefited. 

Now, Sir, T think I have made out a clear and strong case for 
establishing a medical school at Barisal. 

The next question is whether this is feasible, that is the question of 
c:o»ta. The committee we are told has recommended a cheaper type of 
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school. The cost of construction of Mymensingh Medical School is 
Rs, 1,46,515 including a tank which required Rs. 14,393. We learn 
from the speech of Rai Bahadur Shyama Charan Roy, Chairman of the 
Medical School Foundation Committee, Mymensingh, that Rs. 39,000 
was contributed from King Edward Memorial Fund and Rs. 10,000 from 
the sum of Rs. 50,000 placed at the disposal of Hon’ble Member by 
Kumar Banat Kumar Mukherji of Uttarpara. Barisal can expect the 
same contribution from those funds. The cost of construction of the 
Barisal Medical School, of the Mymensingh type, will be less than 
Its. 1,40,000, as the excavation of a tank at Barisal will cost far less. , 
I can announce before this House that a kind and large hearted gentle- 
man of the Barisal town, Mr. N. Gupta, c.i.e. has kindly promised a 
magnificent donation of Rs. 78,000 for the purpose, provided the school 
be named after his deceased father. Barisal people will not object to 
this naming. If the total expenditure be Rs. 1,40,000 Mr. Gupta’s 
donation or contribution leaves a balance of Rs. 62,000. If further 
contributions from the King Edward Memorial Fund and Kumar Sanat 
Kumar Mukherji’s Fund can be obtained through the exertion of the 
Hon’ble Member in charge, as in the case of the Mymensingh School, 
very little remains for the Government to supplement, even if these 
contributions do not come up to the same amount or do not come at all. 
Government ought to grant a capital non-recurring expenditure of about 
Rs. 30,000 for such a noble, benevolent and useful purpose. So, Sir, I 
can justly claim the balance from the Government as non-recurring 
grant. 

As to the recurring charge of the school, I find from the Green Book 
of the .budget of the last financial year that Rs. 22,000 was put down for 
the Mymensingh School for this year. I do not exactly understand 
whether that sum will be a recurring charge from year to year. If 
that be the qgpe, the solution is very easy. The Hon’ble Mr. Donald, 
Finance Member, told me that the recurring annual expenditure of a 
full-grown medical school will be Its. 30,000. I put it at Rs. 36,000 
at most for a moderate type school. The school fees of 200 students will 
be at least Rs. 15, 000 a year. There are 7 or 8 Bachelors in Medicines 
and Licenciate in Medicines and Surgery, practising at Barisal besides 
a retired Civil Surgeon and some qualified Sub-Assistant Surgeons and 
some of these local talents may be utilised as teachers and lecturers on 
moderate terms of contract, and I have ascertained that they are willing 
to work. This will effect a great economy even to the extent of Rs. 5,000 
a year. Thus,, only a balance of Rs, 15,000 the Government shall bave 
to meet as annual recurring grant. Considering the urgency and great 
importance of the subject, I fully trust that Government will not refuse 
it and I fervently appeal to Government for their recurring grant. If 
Government refuse this recurring grant, I have an alternative proposal 
or scheme by which I shall show that Government will not spend a 
farthing more for the education of the district than it does at present. 
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Thereare at present 4 Secondary Government Schools in the district,, 
the Baris*! Zilla School, the Pirojpur, Bhola, and Jhalakati, Schools. 
The last three were private schools before, and after the partition of 
Bengal, for some educational policy of the then Government, they were 
provincialised and they were made Government schools only a few year* 
ago. The Barisal Zilla School was also for some time placed in tho 
hands of public bodies. In the year 1921-22 Government paid from the 
provincial revenues for those 4 schools Rs. 56,250, in the next year 
Rs. 69,117, and in the year following, Rs. 60,379. Thus in the average 
Government are paying yearly nearly Rs. 60,000. If these four school* 
are transferred to the management of public bodies, for instance to the 
municipalities of Barisal, Pirojpur, Bhola and Jhalakati, with fixed 
adequate Government grant-in-aid, I think the efficiency of those 
schools will not be affected in any way and the management will be well- 
run, Government supervision not ceasing. Experience has well estab- 
lished that the teaching and efficiency of some of the private schools of 
the district are in no way inferior to those 4 schools which have a leu* 
expenditure. Sir, I venture to suggest that with a yearly grant-in-aid 
of Rs. 20,000 for these 4 schools the municipalities of Barisal, Pirojpur,. 
Bhola, and Jhalakati will be able to manage the schools equally 
efficiently with far less expenditure. 

Thus, from an average expenditure of Rs. 60,000 a year for thee* 
four Secondary Government Schools we shall have a clear saving of 
Rs. 40,000 a year from which we can easily pay Rs. 16,000, or even 
Rs. 20,000, for a more useful institution like the medical school and can 
also make the much-needed improvement in the Barisal Technical 
School by opening junior mechanical classes, as suggested by the Depart* 
ment. There is only one Government Secondary School almost in every 
other district ; if we retain the Zilla School in the distric^eadquartera 
and transfer the other three to local bodies, as suggested anove, we shall 
have a yearly saving of more than Rs. 25,000 which can be diverted a* 
annual recurring grants to the medical and technical schools. 

I have thus shown that the recurring expenditure of the medical 
school can be easily met by simply diverting the educational grants of 
this district to more useful direction without affecting the efficiency or 
standard of education in the district. 

The next poiht is that of a well-equipped hospital, Barisal has got a* 
good hospital. But I cannot pretend to say whether it is a well-equipped 
hospital from the point of view of an expert. It is true that it has not 
got 100 beds, but only 60 beds at present. It is capable of expansion 
and improvement. In case a medical school is established, we hove got 
definite promises of our Rs. 1 lakh as donation till now for the expan* 
sion and improvement of the hospital. The structural improvement 
will require about Rs. 30,000, and the rest can be well utilised for it* 
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equipment and up-keep. A strong representative committee, including 
an executive committee, with the District Magistrate, Mr. Blandy, as 
President, has been formed and I can assure the House that if a medical 
school is sanctioned early for Barisal, the committee will have in its 
hand Rs. 1,50,000 before the close of the financial year for the expan- 
sion, improvement and equipment of the hospital, and the minimum 
standard required by Government will be fulfilled before this House 
votes for its supplies — I mean the Government's share. I doubt not the 
establishment of a moderate type of medical school will in time assume 
a big size satisfactory to all. History tells us, business experience 
reveals to us, that with many small beginnings wonders have been 
achieved. The Hon'ble cr-Minister, Maulvi Fazl-ul Huq, has himself 
told us so. I quote his words. 

After we have got this college (Muhammadan Arts College) I propose that we 
•set our hand to work and make it really a nucleus of a bigger institution with a 
wider outlook. It wlli give an opportunity to our philanthropic Muhammadans 
to endow it. Let us remember small beginning out of which the Muhammadan 
Anglo-Oriental College at Aligarh has grown. It was a small school, a straggling 
techool housed in a hut and out of that it has developed into the biggest institution 
of its kind in Asia. 

When the scheme for Barisal Medical School will be materialized, 
when the school will be in working order, we shall set our hand to induce 
the public-spirited and philanthrophic men of the district or owning 
properties in the district to further endow the hospital. 

Sir, if the Government accepts my resolution, my robust optimism 
visualizes before my mind a full grown medical school at Barisal which 
in tittle may be compared with Dacca or Dihrugarh Medical School as 
once the Barisal Colleges stood by the sire of Calcutta Colleges. Sir, 
I understand the Government has declared its policy to take up and 
-establish two more Medical Schools next year, viz., in Chittagon(g and 
•Jalpaiguri. I have no quarrel with those places rather I welcome the 
policy and support it, but that is no reason why Barisal should not get 
-one in addition. The recurring charge of Rs. 15,000 a year which will 
reach in the fourth year aud a non-recurring grant of Rs. 30,000 for the 
-construction of the school is nothing to the Government, a drop in the 
•ocean, besides I have already clearly shown that the Government by 
•diverting the ordinary educational expenditure of the district without 
Affecting its education can easily establish the Medical School. 

I appeal to the House with all my earnestness to consider the resolu- 
tion seriously and dispassionately on its merits. Wifh these observa- 
tions I commend my resolution to the House and formally move it. 

Bftbtl BORODA PROSAD DEY: I have nothing to say in opposi- 
tion to my friend Rai Bahadur Satyendra Nath Roy Choudhuri’s pro- 
posal for having a medical school at Barisal. • He has put his case in a 
Very long speech before the House and I hope it will he appreciated, but 
I certainly object to any portion of the money given by Kumar Sanat 
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Kumar Mukherji of Uttarpara being* given to this prospective school at 
Bansal. Already a good portion of this money has been given away to 
other schools and a serious attempt is now being made in the district of 
Hooghly t6 establish a medical school there, and if any portion of that 
grant remains* the whole of it should go to the district of Hooghly and 
to no other district. That is all my submission to this House. 

Mr* N. CUHAs As a Barisal man I am in duty bound to support 
this reaolution. The necessity of a medical school has been long felt in 
my district. There are good many high schools in the district which 
every year turn out hundreds of boys but there is only one college at 
Barisal which is not sufficient to accommodate all the student* who pass 
their Matriculation Examination, and it is a well-known fact that a 
good many students cannot get admission in the Calcutta colleges and 
so their career comes to an abrupt finish. In this school, if it is estab- 
lished, we hope to accommodate a very large number of hoys of Barisal 
who, after they finish their medical study, will be able to alleviate the 
sufferings of their fellow-citizens. Sir, I have not the slightest doubt 
that Government would accept the resolution if something had not 
stood in their way. His Excellency the Governor has laid down three 
conditions for the establishment of medical schools and we are prepared 
to fulfil all these conditions. It is understood that the policy of Govern- 
ment at the present time is to give preference to divisional headquarters 
first, and so the claims of Chittagong and Jalpaiguri stand in our way. 
Sir, we could have gladly waited or rather we can wait till the Govern- 
ment can find it convenient to meet our wishes, hut we are labouring 
under a peculiar difficulty. A worthy citizen of Barisal, Mr. N. Gupta, 

< .l.K., has, to perpetuate the memory of his father, made a donation of 
Rs. 75, 000 and he is anxious that the school should be established with- 
out any further delay. My friend Mr. Gupta thinks that^fie is getting 
old, and so he is afraid that if he does not see the scheme matured, the 
money may go in some other direction. We are labouring under this 
difficulty and if the scheme is delayed, there is every chance of losing 
this sum of Rs. 75,000. I approach the heads of the Wal Self-Govern- 
ment Department and the reasons they have given for not taking up 
our case almost immediately are certainly convincing. X have no com- 
plaint against them, but I would request the Hon'ble Merntar in charge 
to find out some ways and means, without being liable for specific per- 
formance, to secure the money of Mr. Gupta so that when Government 
goes to establish this school a year or two later we may not lose the 
money. I hope the Government will do something in that direction 
anil will at least make a declaration to this effect, and we will be satis- 
fied with that. 

Then, Sir, as regards the point raised by Babu Boroda Prosad Dey 
that no portion of the Jyote Kumar Memorial Fund should be diverted 
to this school, I can only say that he is unduly restricting the wishes 
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ot the donor himself. The donor handed over the money to the late 
Sir Snrendra Nath Banerjea without any specific condition. He did 
not make it a condition that this money must not travel by the Sealdah 
Railway or that this money should be confined to the other side of the 
Hooghly. That donation was meant for medical education anywhere 
in the province and the narrowness that is now being sought to be placed 
on the wishes of the donor, is really a matter of shame. Sir, with these 
words I support the resolution. 

Mr. N. C. SEN: I rise to support the resolution which has been 
moved by my friend Rai Bahadur Satyendra Nath Roy Choudhuri. 
I know I need not appeal to the members of this House — official and 
non-official — over this resolution. I have spoken to members — official 
and non-official — European and Indian — and I have not found one 
person who is not in sympathy with this resolution or similar other 
resolutions which attempt at extending medical education. The only 
person I have to appeal to is the Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia. I want 
to convince him that it is his duty — nay, more than a duty — to accept 
this resolution and do what he can for Barisal in this respect. My 
district has a great claim to the consideration of the present Govern- 
ment. It is the one district which is called the granary of Bengal: 
the people there are all agriculturists and people who really raise, not 
tea nor jute, but the most essential thing of all, namely, rice. I notice 
there is a wave of enthusiasm and sympathy for the agriculturists 
both in Europe and here. The present Prime Minister is sending out 
a Viceroy who is in sympathy with agriculture and agriculturists. We 
have heard it often repeated by Members of Government, that we the 
members of the intelligentia forget our duty to the agriculturists who are 
really the backbone of the country. Here, at any rate, is a resolution 
from one of the members of the intelligentia, asking Government to do 
something for the very people for whom Government shows such great 
concern. We are asking on a matter in which there is no difference of 
opinion between the Government and the people. Under those circum- 
stances I think the least that the Hon’ble Member in charge can do is 
to accept most gracefully the resolution that has been moved. 

Sir, as you are well aware, this is a district traversed by any number 
of big rivers: the places which are very near to each other are not 
accessible and very often it takes days for a man to go from one place 
to another on account of the large rivers. During the election cam* 
paign I experienced great difficulties. There are places from where 
the Returning Officers could not return for two days to their head- 
quarters. There are no steamers to take people to these places and you 
have got to go by country boats. When a man is seriously ill, it is 
impossible to give bifca medical relief from the town, and even in the 
♦own itself there are very few medical men. Under these circumstances 



1925.] 


EVOLUTIONS. 


417 


it is extramely necessary that every facility should be afforded to a dis- 
trict when# the death-rate is appallingly high and the medical relief 
is extremely low. The establishment of the school will at any rate 
alleviate the misery of the people and stop the appalling death-rate. 
In this district I am happy to be able to say that one gentleman alone, 
belonging to the district, has made a gift of Rs. 78,000 towards the 
establishment of a medical school. Within the last few months a sum 
of over Rs. 1 lakh has been guaranteed by the different semindars and 
other people of the town. If Government will give its assurance that 
they are going to proceed with the scheme, I can give the assurance 
that the people will also respond, they will make efforts to raise the 
necessary funds. Here is a district which has made efforts and has now 
come forward to ask for Government help. I cannot see how under 
the circumstances the Hon’ble Member can refuse to accede to our 
prayer. I have been privately told that his reply will be to our satis- 
faction; but no promise will do. I want a definite assurance that the 
matter will be taken in hand. I hope he will not turn us away with 
sweet words. 

Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAS spoke in Bengali in support of the 
motion. 

BaMi AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: I have great pleasure in 
supporting this motion. The mover has made out a very strong case. 
While supporting this motion I think it should be failing in my duty 
if I did not submit a word or two about the Medical School at 
Chittagong. There is a great necessity for that school ; a scheme has 
been sanctioned and it has been far advanced and a large amount of 
money has been subscribed by the people and the local bodies. With 
all this the scheme is hanging fire. Though I am very strongly in 
favour of the motion now before us, I do hope that Government will 
give an assurance that nothing will stand in fhe wav of the Chittagong 
School Scheme. 

Tht Hon’bfa Maharaja KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Nadias I have full sympathy for the pathetic picture of the district 
of Bakarganj as drawn by my friend Rai Bahadur Satyendra Nath 
Roy Choudhuri but I think he will agree with me when I say that if 
figures are worked out on his data it will be seen that the other dis- 
tricts in the province can hardly boast of better record. He has made 
certain novel suggestions about transferring the amount of educational 
grants for the medical school. I do not know what to say to this and 
it is for my Hon’ble Colleague the Education Member to say whether 
he would agree to such a proposal. I am afraid, however, that such a 
proposal may be characterised as robbing Peter to pay Paul, and I 
doubt if this Council will approve of such a policy. 
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My friend Mr. P. N. Guha wants an assurance from Government 
so that he can get hold of the Rs. 75,000 which has been very kindly 
promised by Mr. Nalmi Gupta but at the same time he has pointed out 
the difficulties. He has admitted that by our acceptance we cannot avoid 
specific performance and I need say no more. 

My friend Mr. N. C. Sen who I find has crossed the floor of the 
House and gone to the other side, does not want pleasant words from 
me. I am very sorry I cannot oblige him by saying something other- 
wise. He has mentioned that Barisal is the granary of Bengal. But 
does he want the sons of the raiyats to be educated in medical schools? 
But if we were to take the suggestion of Rai Satyendra Nath Roy 
Choudhuri Bahadur I am sure the preliminary facilities for getting 
admission to the medical school will not be available. 

This Council is probably aware that Government for sometime past 
have had under consideration the question of multiplying the number of 
medical schools in Bengal. There is a great demand for medical educa- 
tion and the number of applications for admission to the existing schools 
considerably exceeds the number of admissions. Moreover, as this 
House is well aware, the need for medical relief in Bengal is most press- 
ing. Probably most people will agree that a large proportion of the 
rural population suffers from disease which can be cured or alleviated 
by modern medical science but the number of doctors available is small 
compared with the needs of the sufferers. It might be doubted whether 
medical practitioners, if produced in largely increased numbers from our 
medical educational institutions, could all make a living in rural areas 
since those cultivators who have little margin in their yearly budget, are 
unable to expend much by way of doctors’ fees. At present we all 
deplore the fact that medical men, whether fully qualified or merely 
possessing diplomas of medical schools, show a tendency to settle in large 
towns instead of attempting to gain a livelihood in the villages. But we 
cannot blame them if there is no demand for their services or if village 
practice is not lucrative. It is, however, hoped that, if the number of 
medical men is considerably increased, they would gradually be driven 
by the struggle for existence into rural areas where it is possible they 
may obtaiu a sufficient though a modest livelihood, if they prove their 
capacity and win the confidence of the people. 

After considering the pros ami com of the position, Government 
decided that some expansion of the medical educational institutions was 
desirable and it will be remembered that the late Sir Stirendra Nath 
Banerjea devoted considerable attention to this matter. It then became 
necessary to consider what districts were most suitable for the allocation 
of the limited number of schools which Government might hope 
immediately to establish. Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea after careful 
consideration, decided that in the first instance it was advisable to aim at 
establishing new schools in the district headquarters of Chittagong, 
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Jalpaiguriand Berhampore. He was influenced partly by tbe fact that 
no medical school can be successfully maintained in a locality which doe* 
not poesejN the neceesary clinical material and secondly by the fact that 
the remote and comparatively inaccessible districts have more claim to 
the possession of a school than those areas which are already conveniently 
served by existing schools. Both Chittagong and Berhampore posse#* 
ample clinical material, while Chittagong lies on the fringe of the pro- 
vince and is not easily accessible from other parts of Beugal. Jalpaigurt 
has claims of its own. It is the centre of the tea industry in Bengal and 
there is wide scope for the employment of qualified medical men on the- 
numerous tea gardens of that district. In these circumstances, Govern- 
ment decided that they should aim hist at establishing medical schools in 
those three towns in the event of the local people being prepared to 
contribute towards the capital and recurring charges. 

As I have just stated, the presence of adequate clinical material is a 
sine qua non of a medical school and we were advised that a school with 
200 students requires a hospital of at least 100 beds. Government then 
proceeded to lay down two conditions precedent to the establishment of 
a medical school — 

(1) that the local hospital should be expanded to 100 beds at the 

cost of the local people ; and 

(2) that the local people should make a substantial contribution 

towards tbe capital cost of the school and that they should 
provide for the increased recurring charges on account of the 
enlarged hospital. 

In the event of these conditions being fulfilled, Government were 
prepared in accordance with the programme drawn up by the late Sir 
Surendra Nath Banerjea, to meet the balance of the capital cost of the 
school and the heavy recurring charges on account of the school. 

Obviously, the cost of the expansion of the local hospital must be a. 
varying sum since it depends on the number of new beds which will 
require to reach the figure of 100. The cost of a school built on modest 
lines is likely to amount to about Rs. 1 lakh which, however, makes no 
provision for quarters for the staff or for students’ hostels, although such- 
buildings may be necessary in certain headquarters where accommoda- 
tion is not easily obtained. The cost of maintaining the school does 
not vary as it is essential to insist on a high and uniform standard of 
teaching. Recurring charges on this account are estimated roughly at 
Es. 40,000 of which about E«. 15,000 may be recoverable in tbe shape of 
fees when the school has all its seats occupied in each year. 

In Accordance with the above principles which were accepted by 
Government after careful examination, offers were made to local com- 
mittees which would be formed at Chittagong and Jalpaiguri. Thw 
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committees were told th&t in the event oi their being prepared within a 
certain time to provide locally the proportions of the total expenditure 
referred to by me a moment ago, Government would be prepared to 
establish medical schools in their districts. In dealing with their 
recurring surplus, a few months back Government definitely earmarked 
a certain sum for the Medical Department in order to finance the 
establishment of two new medical schools in the event of local com- 
mittees being able to comply with the conditions laid down. 

The present position is that in Jalpaiguri, the local committee has 
almost completed the expansion of its hospital so as to provide the re- 
quired 100 beds, while funds will be guaranteed to provide for the 
increased cost of maintenance of the new hospital and to assist in meeting 
the capital cost of the school. In Chittagong the local committee has 
every hope of fulfilling the conditions prescribed by Government. I 
recently discussed the question with a deputation of leading gentlemen 
from that town. There are still some points to be worked out in more 
detail, but I have every hope that before long Chittagong will be able to 
proceed with its scheme. 

Promising projects have been prepared in Howrah, Uooghly, Midna- 
pore, Barisal and Berhampore. 

I ain to see a deputation from Murshidabad District next month. 
Berhampore has already brought its hospital up to a capacity of 100 beds 
and it would be possible to Utilize some of the buildings which until 
recently were used as mental hospital, now transferred to Ranchi, for 
accommodating the school. Some structural alterations would be 
necessary but the capital cost involved in establishing a medical school 
at Berhampore would be very small. The district has ample clinical 
material and seems iu every respect well suited for the location of a new 
school. 

As regards the Barisal project the District Magistrate informs us 
that suscriptions have already been promised amounting to over 
Us. 1, 50,000 for the extension of the hospital which at present has only 
f>8 beds. 

Mr. Nalini Gupta has promised Rs. 75,000 and the District Board is 
prepared to contribute another Rs, 50,000. Government understand that 
the local committee can count roughly on Rs. 1,81,000 towards the 
capital cost of their scheme, while the expenditure to fie incurred in 
enlarging the hospital and in building the school along with the cost of 
land acquisition is estimated at Rs. 1,75,000. 

Definite proposals for meeting the increased recurring charges on 
account of the enlarged hospital, which would be a charge on the local 
committee, have not yet been made, but in this a s in many other such 
<cas*s Government recognise that the local people must always find it 
difficult to obtain definite offers of local assistance until Gove rnme nt 
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have stated wnai terms they are prepared to offer. If Government were 
to infortp the Barisal local committee that iti the event of their raining 
Rs. 1,81,000 towards the capital cost of the scheme and giving sufficient 
guarantees of their capacity to meet the recurring charges on account of 
the enlarged hospital — that Government in that case would he prepared 
to meet the recurring charges on account of the school, it is possible that 
the local committee might he able to fulfil these conditions. 

I regret that at the moment we cannot give any such undertaking 
having regard to the valuable claims of other towns, particularly Berhmn- 
pore. Moreover, I would mention that our aim — other considerations 
being equal — is to provide each division with one medical school in the 
first instance, and when this has been done, we shall consider the cases 
of particular districts which can fulfil our conditions. Daci a Division 
has already got two medical schools (Dacca and Mvmensingh), while 
Chittagong and Rajshahi have none. Barring the Campbell Medical 
School, which is in Calcutta, there is no other medical school in the 
Presidency Division und naturally Campbell Medical School meets the 
requirements of Calcutta alone. I can only promise the Rai Bahadur 
that the claims of Barisal will be carefully considered and I think he will 
agree with me that Government’s proposal to establish medical schools 
at Chittagong and Jnlpaiguri is n considerable advance to the end which 
we and the Rai Bahadur have in common. I would finally ask the mover 
of this resolution not to press it. 

As I have already said, we have every sympathy with this proposal 
anil I can promise the mover that I shall do all in my power to see that 
Mr. Gupta's generous offer is not allowed to go begging. 

I can make no definite piomises, because a definite promise implies 
definite financial sanction; and when Government considered the policy 
of the expansion of medical education in July last, we decided for the 
moment that we should restrict our immediate endeavour to the opening 
of two schools. As soon as we have got the Jalpaiguri and Chittagong 
Schemes definitely settled (all details are not yet arranged), I shall do all 
in my power to make a further advance by securing additional sc hools; 
and in this connection, I may state that' i^ersonally, I think Berhampore 
and Barisal have very strong claims to priority. 

I hope that in view of the facts I have stated and the assurance I now 
give, my friend, Rai Bahadur Satyendra Nath Roy Chmidhuri, ivill w ith- 
draw this resolution. 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadurs In view 

of the assurance given by the Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia, 
all that I can say is that the committee will be able to fulfil the con* 
ditions that are imposed, to expand the hospital probably in the course 
of the financial year and to raise the sum required. I therefore press 
my motion. 

oa 
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The following motion was then put and agreed to: — 

“This Council recommends to the Government that steps be taken 
for the early establishment of a medical school at Barisal, 
the headquarters of the district of Bakarganj.” 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Rli 8ahib PANCHANAN BARM A: “ This Council recommends 
to t}ie Government to recommend to the Secretary of State for the 
rertansfer of the transferred subjects to popular control under the 
administration of Ministers . ff 


The Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1925. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : I beg to move that this 
Council recommends to the Government that immediate steps be taken 
to repeal the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1925. 

India has condemned with one voice the policy and programme 
M arrests and detentions under the lawless laws. She has not spared 
herself in protesting against the Ordinance and the Ordinance Act, 
otherwise called the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1925. 
Her presses and platforms, her representatives and leaders, even her 
millions, have entered unequivocal and emphatic protests against the 
autocratic Ordinance and the oppressive measure. Moderates and 
Extremists, co-operators and non-co-operators have cursed it alike. 
Nothing, in fact, secured greater unanimity in her otherwise divided 
counsels, nothing closed up her ranks in a more striking manner than 
the call of the duty of protesting against “ the Viceregal Bomb” ns 
the Ordinance was called or against the “legalized violence” of an 
irresponsible bureaucracy as the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act 
was said to usher in. All possible reasons have been advanced — all 
manner of arguments exhausted— but all have proved unavailing 
against the superior might and “ the sharp edge of the British sword.” 
And certainly the eeitified Act has no other sanction behind it (Hear, 
hear). 

I do not, therefore, think I am in a position to contribute any- 
thing new to the volume of arguments and the weight of reasons against 
the enactment and administration of this lawless law. I propose to 
he as brief as possible in advancing my arguments against the further 
retention of this law on the Statute Book. 

I say that it is n barbarous piece of legislation unknown to 
any civilized and self-governing country and, therefore, the sooner it 
disappears from the Statute Book the better. Suspension of habeas 
corpus or proclamation of a state of seige is nowhere tolerated either 
for kjng or for an indefinite period— far less, for ever. 
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Secondly, at best it is an emergency measure — no emergency appears 
to exist at the present moment. The " weary catalogue of crimes M 
came long ago to an end. The henchman of the Government in the 
Anglo-Indian press observed the other day: 

Since the arrests Bengal hns been calm and with a few isolated exception* the 
revolutionaries have abandoned their active machinations. 

I do not know, therefore, what justification can there be for the further 
retention of this Act on the Statute Rook unless peace prevailing can 
be in argument for the continuation of such a measure. 

Thirdly, the Act has become an engine of oppression, not only an 
authority for detention for unlimited period but for deportation and 
maltreatment of arrested persons — maltreatment of which the news is 
leaking out in spite of the utmost efforts of the Government to prevent 
leakage. 

Fourthly, it is a measure to terrorize all people who are not on 
the good hooks of an all-powerful police controlled by an irresponsible 
executive. It is easily intelligible that nolwuly can feel safe so long 
as this Act is there on the Statute Rook. At any rate, nobody can 
have the right to be considered innocent unless and until proved 
guilty by an open trial in a court of law — a right which is the birth- 
right of all freemen as distinguished from helots. 

Fifthly, most of the prisoners under the Act have served long terms 
of imprisonment without any definite charge or open trial and so the 
object of punishing them has been achieved they can now be set free 
by the repeal of this Act or tried under the ordinary criminal law of 
the land. 

Sixthly, if it be an argument that the crimes which the Act meant 
to control hate not still l>een fully suppressed and are still in the opinion 
of the Government a* prevalent as they were before, then it may 
reasonably he supposed that those that were originally arrested and 
detained under the Act are innocent persons not connected with the 
terrorist organization and conspiracy and it must l>e admitted that the 
Rengal Criminal Amendment Act lias utterly fuiled to achieve it** 
purpose and o onl\ fit to be discarded at the earliest possible oppu 
tunit\ . 

lastly, I desire to remind the Council what fell from the iion'ble 
Sir Alexander Muddiman in January, 1926. Sir Alexander said in 
January last in the Legislative Assembly: 

Non you ask me how long do we propose t » keep these men in jail, and the 
answer is. so long as the public interest demand* it and not one day longer, \VV 
have tor the time given thin organization a rude shook. We have dislocated it* 
operations. I hope Ve have gone far to crush it 

They hud gone far to crush it in January last. Now it is December. 
Has not the crushing been complete? If not, why not? When, then, 

Ofl A 
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will it be complete? With broad-minded statesmanship and genuine 
spirit of conciliation it may be to-day, without it probably never. 

I have no mind, Sir, to pursue my points further. I have stated 
them as succinctly as possible and I am quite alive to the shame and 
humiliation of waxing eloquent on a measure which stands on the 
Statute Book as the exact measure of our serfdom and the perpetual 
reminder of our slavery. 

Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: If I rise to say 
a few words in support of the resolution which is before the House, 
it is in consequence of the fact that, to my mind, there is no question 
to-day in Bengal which is agitating the public mind so much as the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1925, which has juBt been described 
as the Black Act. If the Act has been described as black, it seems to 
me that the methods which are being employed for the purpose of 
administering the Act are blacker still. I say this more in sorrow 
than in anger. I ask the House to consider the fates of the unfortunate 
youngmen who are now suffering imprisonment without a trial. If 
the proceedings in the Bengal Legislative Council be taken to be an 
index of the public feeling in the country, a glance at the proceedings 
will show that numerous questions are being put day after day making 
inquiries regarding the health and other matters of these detenus who 
are now imprisoned either under the Regulation or the Bengal Ordi- 
nance. We have got to-day information from the Hon’ble Sir Hugh 
Stephenson and it shows that about 150 youngmen are now in prison. 

Sir Hugh Stephenson had said that 150 persons were detained, 
some under the Ordinance und some under the Regulations, but 
declines to furnish us with any information as to the whereabouts 
of these prisoners. It is often extremely difficult for the relatives of 
some of these detenus to have an interview with them just to ascertain 
the conditions of life in which they have been placed. I am speaking 
from personal experience of one or two cases in which I know how 
difficult it has l>een to obtain accurate informations. There is one 
thing to which I am inviting the attention of Government- and that 
is the policy underlying the frequent transfer that are made with 
regard to these detenus. Sometimes they are transferred from one 
jail to another and sometimes from one jail to some village in a remote 
comer of the district. In my own district I believe there are two or 
three persons now detained who have been taken away from jails and 
placed in a most uncomfortable situation that a man can possibly con- 
ceive. Dinajpur is an unhealthy and malarious place and I know there 
were three persons who have been detained in villages in this district far 
away from the town without any communication with the town what- 
ever and they have been so far as I know placed under circumstances 
which made their lives unbearable. It is for the House to judge— it 
is for the Government to judge as to why these people should be 
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treated in this way. We can all understand the policy of the Govern- 
ment that if a particular person is considered to be dangerous so far 
as public safety is concerned in the name of law and order, you can 
take such measures as may be necessary for the purpose of preventing 
that man from committing mischief but, Sir, what can l>o the under- 
lying policy of treating these men in a manner which I might say 
inhuman. One year has passed away and these men have been 
detained without trial. They do not know what the charges against 
them are nor do the public of Bengal know up to this time as to what 
offence these have committed and still not only are they detained but 
they are treated in a manner in which, I say with all respect to the 
persons concerned, a man should not behave towards another man. 
Ordinary comforts of life are refused to them. So far as I know some 
of these men have absolutely broken down. They are being made unfit 
for any work whatever. These are matters which have assumed such 
a character that it deserves the best consideration (if this House. I 
do not think T need detain the House any longer over a matter of 
this kind. It has Wen, as my fried, the mover said, an Act — a barbar- 
ous Act, and no time should be lost in repealing it. 

Babu HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR: Sir, I was a jail bird and 
I know wdia t jail life is. Sii, I would make some startling disclosures 
to this Council. One of the I. D.’s went to one of my co-workers 
the other day and offered him IN. 500 to engage him as an informer 
against me. (Cries of shame, shame.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Otdci , order! 1 don’t think you are referring 
to the motion that is before the House. Plea.se confine your remarks to 
the terni" of tin* resolution. 

Babu HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR* 1 was thawing the attention 
of the House as to how this Ordinance is worked against citizens. Tin* 
(jther day when I got a letter from Moscow , I handed it over to Sir Hugh 
Stephenson so that it might not be produced before him us an evidence 
that I was in touch with the Bolsheviks. These are the evidences that 
go against us ami ] am sure that there are agent provocateurs at Moscow 
and other places who approaches people to allure them to eutrup 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am afraid, you are again straying away from 
the point. 

Mr. d. M. 8EN CUPTA. On a point of order, Sir. Is not the hon’ble 
member entitled' to mention by way of evidence that the Government 
is not justified in detaining these people under the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act ? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: But he is not taking the easiest way to do that. 
What he is saying can be said of any measure. It is a broad ques- 
tion. I would like the speaker to confine himself to the terms of the 
motion. If he iR going* to criticize any procedure under this Act, I 
shall certainly allow him to proceed; if not, I will rule him out of 
order. 

Babu HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR: To-day when I was coming 
to the Council I met one of the prisoners who had just come out of the 
Alipore Jail. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT" Was he interned under this Act? 

Babu HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR. \es, he was suffering from 
ulcer, he was not cured; but was taken out and asked to go to Haroa, 
perhaps a place in the distant Sunderbans where he will have to report 
himself to the Police in a day or two. If it is the way in which these 
prisoners were treated 1 , it is high time that this lawless law should be 
repealed. I am not going to accuse the high officials of Government 
that they are instigating this sort of affairs, but those who are beneath 
them— they are the people doing this so that they may justify the exis- 
tence of the C. I. I)., the I. B., the S. B. and a lot’ of other B\. 
(Laughter). 

Mr. J. M. 8EN GUPTA: 1 shall not detain the House to-night very 
long, but 1 think it is necessary to repeat once more that this law L 
unnecessary. The Government has been told over and over again that 
they should try to remove t lie root-cause of any violent movement that 
there might be in this country. They have never attempted to remove 
it. The root-cause is the desire for freedom in Indians. The Govern- 
ment never attempts to tackle that. What they are trying to do by the 
Ordinance and Regulation III is simply to stop that desire for freedom 
by force. They are following the footsteps of the Czars of Russia and 
the British Government in Ireland; and I can tell the Government 
this that if you follow the example of the Czars in Russia and the 
British Government in Ireland, and in other places where freedom 
movements have been started, and autocratic governments have always 
tried to cnish them I tell the Government that the same fate will 
overtake the Government of this country. But I will not enlarge that 
argument any more, I will only confine myself this evening to the 
administration of the Act itself. Only two days ago I was trying 
to show in this very House how the Act was being admin istered. 

In January, PJ25, from the Berhampore Jail a member of this House 
Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra was transferred to Mandalay, along with 
Mr. Subas* Chandra Bose, the Chief Executive Officer of 'the Calcutta 
Corporation. I here were several other f>ersous, nil detained under* 
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the Ordinance. All these persons were brought down to Calcutta and 
where do you think were they kept? They were put up for one wight 
in the Lalb&zor lock-up. What was the condition of that lock-up? 
The floor had not been swept for several days. The walls had not been 
whitewashed for several years. There was no arrangement for them 
to sleep. There were no cots. While the Sub-Inspector and the 
Inspector were sleeping in their comfortable beds these gentlemen were 
allowed to be there to look for themselves how best they could get a 
night’s rest. Is that the way the Act was supposed to be administered? 
In this connection I referred to section 21 of the Criminal Law* Amend* 
meat Act a few' days ago. Is that according to the station in life that 
these ]>ersons were treated that they were left to sleep or rather 
attempt to sleep on the dirty floor? It luis boon said that those people 
are propeily kept , properly fed and that the\ are treated as jwditi- 
cul pi honors. I request the members opposite to ask Sir Hugh 
Stephenson whether it is justified in any country whatsoever to look- 
up political prisoners in a police cell for a whole night where ordinun 
drunkards and wayfarers from the stieets are taken and put for a 
short time at night. Could no arrangement ho made for them? (Void 
they not be kept somewhere else from where they could have been 
taken straight to the steamer ghat? They could have been taken 
stiuight away to the ghut that vei\ night and there kept under comfort- 
able condition. Kven if they weie taken to the l>al bazar lock-up, they 
could have been placed in a loom with some officer and ImmIs provided 
for them. I want an answer from Sir Hugh Stephenson whether this 
action is justified under the law' which lie attempts to administer. 

What is the reason for sending away so many of our countrymen 
detained under this Act to Mandalay? Why Mandalay of all places? 
An* there no places in Bengal? Mandalay is well-known as a place of 
dust, heat and humidit) and without n told weather, tine year in 
Calcutta requites a rest for most of the members of the Indian Civil 
Service working heie. They go up to the hills. Hut these men are 
kept in a place where there is no cold weather and in a place where 
then* is not a single Bengali officer whatsoever. I ask what is the 
reason for this unless the reason is that the\ would contract diseases? 

1 shall now give a list of jausons who an* suffering horn diseases 
and all kinds of hardships at Mandalay. Let us take the ease of 
Mi. Subas Chandra Hose. It does not require a doctor to tell us that 
if a man loses 19 pounds in weight in uliout K or 9 months his health 
has gone down. No scientific man is required to tell us that when 
a man loses 19 pounds of his weight “ he- is thriving well ”, We 
know we have letters from Mr. Hose* that he is suffering from 
insomnia. For several months from now he cannot get sufficient 
sleep. What is the reason for all this? Reasons an* simple. The 
reasons aie that the place is so unhealthy that it does not suit the 
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Bengalis. That is the place where they must be sent to, and although 
they have sent petitions for removal to healthier quarters over and 
over again, they cannot be removed from there. Mr. Justice J. R. 
Das, a Judge of the Burma High Court, while he was not a Judge 
and was a non -official visitor of jails, while on a visit there saw the 
condition of the prisoners and recommended that instead of allowing 
Rs. 2 per day per head for their food they should be allowed Rs. 4 
per day per hew]. That recommendation, I understand, was supported 
by the Superintendent of the Jail, Captain Smith. Of course, when 
we asked Sir Hugh Stephenson by a question in this Council whether 
the Superintendent suppoited that recommendation or not, he would 
not vouchsafe any information. But that recommendation, supported 
as it was by the Superintendent of the Jail, was turned down by 
the Bengal Government. (Shame, shame.) Before Captain Smith 
went there, I understand that there was another Superintendent who 
behaved so insultingly to Mr. Kubas Chandra Bose that there was a 
hunger-strike among the political prisoners there. 

Let us take the case of Babu Satyendra Chandra Mitra, a member of 
this Council. While he was in Calcutta, at the Alipore Central Jail, he 
was suffering from diabetes and dyspepsia and some eye troubles. He 
had been used to hiriraji treatment when he was not inside the jail. 
But when he went there he was allowed to have his kariraj coming and 
treating him. Karintji medicine was allowed to him and the result was 
that he was improving in health. But what reason was there for the 
Government, when we find that Mr. Mitra was having a particular 
system of treatment and was improving, that he should he removed to 
Mandalay where no kariraj could l>e found? He was a diabetic patient 
and what reason was there to remove him to Mandalay? 

Then there was Bahu Satis Chandra Chakravarti. He has been suffer- 
ing from phylerin. It is a great shame thut he was kept in a cell — 
at Moulinein and Thavetinyo where he hod been before he was trans- 
ferred ftt Mandalay meant for condemned prisoners. Some of us know 
what these cells are like, because we have been inside the jail; hardly 
a mail jwsacs through from day to day; and in such a cell this man/ 
Satis Chandra Chakravarti, was kept. What is the reason for that, 

I should like to know. 

Then Babu Surendra Nath Ghosh is also at Mandalay. He is suffer- 
ing from dysentery and slow fever. 

Jiban Lai Chatterji, another internee at Mandalay, is also suffering 
from slow fever. It was until some months ago I believe that Earl 
Winterton from his place in the House of Commons said that political 
prisoners in India were Wing kept in conditions of health and comfort. 
All these prisoners that I have named are in Mandalay. Who gave him 
these instructions? What about the list that Sir Hugh Stephenson only 
the other day placed Wfore us, giving us a list of diseases that the 
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political prisoners were suffering from? Fine, comfortable conditional 
that so many of the prisoners are suffering from various diseases, includ- 
ing tuberculosis. 

I do submit that there is uo justification for Government to keep these- 
prisoners in Mandalay and other remote places under conditions that 
lead to these diseases. There is no justification for Government to keep 
a member of this House and the Chief Executive Officer in the Lalluuuir 
lock-up to sleep for one night on a dusty floor. There is no justification 
for the transfer of Babu Satyendra Chandra Mitra from Calcutta to 
Mandalay when he was getting kariraji treatment in Calcutta and which 
he cannot get in Mandalay. It is useless crying in the wilderness against 
the bureaucratic administration of this country, but I do say — you may 
not hear us to-day — to the memliers opposite who may again follow the 
Government into the same lobby — I warn them, I tell theni—you will" 
not l»e able to stem the tide — you will not W aide to stop us from gaining 
our freedom by this method. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Do not include me, Mr. Sen Gupta, 1 uni not 
concerned in this. (Laughter.) 

Mr.J. M. SEN GUPTA: Y ou are the only person whom I cun address. 
You will not he aide by this method to check our struggle for freedom, 
you will not he aide by this method to stop the onward march to our 
destined goal : all that you will he aide to do is this — that you will drive 
the country to follow the footsteps of Russia and Jrelund. 

Or. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I support this resolution and 
do so on a question of policy. It is not my case that the persons detained 
under the provisions of the Criminal Law Amendment Act are innocent. 
1 do not know whether they are .guilty or not, but so long as they are 
not found guilty by a court of law, the public is entitled to ussunie that 
they are innocent. That, however, is another matter. My case for the 
present is that the retention of the Act on the Statute Book is inexpedient. 
Sir, for how long, I ask, can a people he governed by special law* and 
ordinances. History tells us that repression never succeeds for any length 
of time: it does not remove discontent, but merely deepens it. Concilia- 
tion, on the other hand, is a sovereign remedy for all political illness. 
I would, therefore, urge on Government to abandon this policy and try 
a policy of conciliation. 

Bibll MANMATHA NATH ROY: Sir, I support this resolution, 
although it appears to me to be a cry in the wilderness, and l can 
prophesy with absolute certainty that no matter whether this resolution 
is carried or not, the Government will take no action upon it. But at 
the same time I think it to be the duty of this House to give expression 
to our sense of disgust and indignation at the Rttitude of the bureau- 
cracy in Tctaining this autocratic and barbarous law. As to the merit* 
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of this resolution little need be said, for the universal public 
verdict is there and is known to all and I would only ask tlie 
Hon Tie Sir Hugh Stephenson to take this Council into confidence and 
to tell us why law and order are maintained differently in this country 
than in his, why it is necessary to have a special law in this country, 
■although it is not needed in his. 1 would also ask Sir Hugh Stephenson 
to say whether the Government in his country deals with a legitimate 
•desire for freedom in the same way in which the Government deals with 
it here. I cannot realize how r the necessity for this difference arises, 
and I would expect Sir Hugh Stephenson to tell us why it is necessary 
to draw this difference. 

BftblJ AMULYA DHONE ADDY: As a representative of the Bengal 
National Chamber of Commerce I beg to submit that I cannot but support 
this resolution. At a special meeting of the Bengal National Chamber 
of Commerce, they held that the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Bill should not have been enacted into law', and as a representative of 
theirs I am bound to submit their view's to you. 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N s This resolution asks Cue 
Council to recommend to the Government that immediate steps be taken 
to* lepeal the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1925. The mover 
has brought forward a large number of reasons, exactly how' man\ 
1 did not count (A voice: six) hilt practically there w'as nothing in 
the whole of his speech except a claim that individual prisoners who 
have been in jail for a considerable period and have thereby been 
adequately punished, should be released. The rest was nothing but 
what we have heard when the Art w’as brought before the House for 
•consideration. One of the reasons mentioned by Kai Harendranatli 
Chaudhuri was the had treatment of the detained persons but he gave 
us no details so that we could inquire into them. Balm Jogindra 
•Chandra Chakravarti objects to the Act largely because we do not keep 
people in jail hut domicile them in villages and he says that they 
have a very uncomfortable time in villages and they do not like it. (A 
voice: Malarious villages.) The villages are certainly not selected 
because they are malarious. I should be very glad if the members of this 
Council will give me a list of villages for the whole of Bengal which 
are not malarious. 1 know that some of the detenus share Balm Jogin- 
dra Chandra Chakravarti ‘s feelings on the subject. I know' that there 
are some who, in spite of the tortures and harassment that we are 
reputed to indict upon the detenus in jail, prefer to be in jail rather 
than in a Bengal village, hut, Sir, we have always regarded domicile in 
a village as being a lesser form of restraint than confinement in a jail. 

The other apeakera have brought forward no particular reasons for 
the repeal of the Act except Mr. Sen Gupta. Mr. Sen Gupta warns 
•Government that it must desist from attempting to stop the desires for 
freedom by force. Government have no intention whatever of stopping 
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the desit* for freedom by force (Question!) but what Government do 
intend to stop is the mistaken method of trying to attain that freedom 
by terrorism. Then, Sir, Mr. Sen Gupta in the rest of his speech 
details a list of grievances from which our political prisoners in Burma 
are said to be suffering. The first point lie raises is why we have sent 
them to Burma. I do not know whether Mr. Sen Gupta is serious in 
his charge, possibly against myself hut anyhow against Government, of 
being accessory to murder. I prefer to think that he does not deliberate, 
ly make the charge that Government have sent these people to Burma 
with the deliberate intention that they may contract diseases and die. 
I, therefore, take his accusation as being of a milder character. 

Mr. J« M. SEN CUPTAs tin a point of personal explanation. The 
question of intention we will not discuss. We put our case upon facts. 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: 1 have here a note of what 
Mr. Sen Gupta said : “ What is the reason for sending away ]>olitirul 
prisoners to Mandalay Y The reason is that they will contract diseases 
there and he .incapable of doing any further harm:'” 1 understood 
Mr. Sen Gupta withdraws that. 1 .should like to say the reason why 
these prisoners have been transferred to jails outside the province ri 
this: it is not a new policy. It was done in 19KU17-1S and the 
reason is that when you ha\e a considerable number o| political prison- 
ers in jail, even it your jails were m complete isolation, it would 1 m* 
undesirable from our own point <d \icu and from their point of view 
also to keep them together. The object of restraining the political 
prisoners is to prevent their doing harm to the State and also in the hope 
that they may see what we considei to he the error of their methods. 
There is no possible chance of the political prisoners altering their 
views if they are kept together in one place. The jails in Bengul are 
not altogether suitable for the reception of political prisoners and 
there are a considerable numlici of jails where we cannot suitably keep 
political prisoners. 

But there is a further point and that is that our jails are not in 
Yomplete isolation. We ha\e proof of i omniunicutiou between the 
prisoners inside the jail and their revolutionary terrorist comrades out- 
side the jail and in many cases the tei roust conspiracy ha- Immmi conti- 
nued by the prisoners in the jail in communication with their comrades 
outside. Therefore, the object of sending political prisoners outside 
the province is to obtain more complete isolation. We asked the other 
provinces if they were willing to take a certain number of our political 
prisoners; certain provinces agreed and we then despatched with the 
sanction of the Government of India- as their sanction is necessary in 
case of prisoners under the Ordinance and the Regulation — certain of 
our prisoners to other provinces. Once they are in other provinces we 
have no jurisdiction over them; we ha\e no |K»wer to say to what jail 
they arc* to be sent; that rests with the local Government concerned. 
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We hare also no power over their allowances and Mr. Sen Gupta i* 
wrong in saying that the Bengal Government refused to raise their 
allowances; the Bengal Government I repeat have nothing whatever 
to do with them but I understand that the Burma Government have 
raised the allowances. 

In all these cases there are special jail visitors for political 
prisoners and I think the records of this Council will show that when- 
ever any information has been asked for by the Council with regard to 
political prisoners outside Bengal we have done our best to supply it. 

To sum up there are only two grounds on which the repeal of the 
Act can be asked for; the first is that it was unnecessary to start with, 
and the second is that it has done its work, circumstances have changed 
and it is no longer necessary. On the first point I addressed the Council 
when trying to introduce the Bill. I have nothing to add to my speech 
on that occasion. I said that there was a general agreement as to the 
existence of a conspiracy, the only difference was as to the means of 
dealing with it. I gave the reasons why Government consider that the 
way we adopted was the only method of dealing with it: Nothing has 
happened since to alter those views; on the contrary everything that 
has happened since, every fresh information that we have received, 
confirms that opinion and I stand by every word of my speech then. 

As regards the second possible reason for repealing the Act Govern- 
ment have never been under the delusion that the mere passing of the 
Act would wij>e out of existence the terrorist conspiracy; it gave us 
the power to fight that conspiracy, 1 maintain that we have used that 
power moderately. Since the Act came into force there have been lf> 
arrests under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act. 

Mr. J. M. 8EN CUPTA: How many murders? How many crimes 
have been committed since the Act came into force 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Committed by whom? ^ 

Mr. J. M. 8EN CUPTA: By the political prisoners outside or 
inside. 

The Hon'ble Sir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: 1 am afraid I thought 
Mr. Sen Gupta to mean murdeis by Government! (Laughter). But, 
Sir, the conspiracy still exists (Hear, hear), but its jtower of doing 
evil (A voice: Where) has been considerably curtailed . 

Mr. J. M. 8EN CUPTAl Is the Ilon’ble Member speaking from 
personal knowledge? 

Mr, PRESIDENT • I think he should be allowed to he heard with- 
out these interruptions. 


The Hon'ble 8ir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: And its methods have to 
some extent been changed because of the existence of this Act. But 
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Tf tL Ae* ^ exl8ts “ 9"*y intent upou open violence 

If the Act were to be repealed there u every reawn to believe that the 
«na,n conspiracy will awing back to unadulterated terror! J and v£ 
lution. 8 * ' " 0re ’ T1,erefore Government cannot accept the reao- 

HAR k EHO k R * NA 1 TH CHAUD HURI: The Ilon'ble Sir Hugh 
Stephenaon has absolutely avoided anawering the points luised in wv 
speech. Ierhapa he did not listen to my speech, or he did not take the 
trouble of faking any notes: or he probably sealed his ears with wax 

Sv g i" P |, ;? i , nd V 0 ' 0 ' , HP “• V * ' h “ r “ 18 I ,r,M 'tieal|y nothing 
in my speech : but be has done otherwise— he has referred to some of 

the points I mentioned in my speeeh. in his reply ami made a futile 
attempt to answer them. He sums up in his way and says that onlv 
two arguments have been advanced against the retention of this Act 
One is that the Art is unnecessary; and in reply he says that he made 
out a ease when the Act was introduced in Council and that he has 
nothing to add to what he then said, lie clean forgets that it is a 
special measure— an emergency law, which the Government have 
armed themselves with. So every time we ask for the repeal of this 
special meusure, Government have got to make out their ease, have 
got to justify the use of these extraordinary powers; and unless the 
Government are prepared to do so. we can fairly assume that the Gov- 
enment have got no case for the retention of this Act on the Statute 
Book. Such an Act can Ik- retained on the Statute Book not certainly 
so long us it suits the pleasure of an irresponsible bureaucracy. 

Then he attempts to answer unothei point, namely, that the Act has 
done its work and therefore it should go: ami lie answers that point by 
saving thirt the Act has not done its work. Probably he did not hour 
mv I refgjtga to a statement made by the ilon'ble Sir Alex- 

ander MuddiniittV$|gj$he legislative Assembly in Junuurv lust. He 
said: “ we huveNumait crushed this conspiracy ” and I raised the point 
thut if in January the terrorist conspiracy was almost crushed, why can 
we not presume that it has now lieen altogether crushed, and that, the 
Act has served its purpose and should no longer Ik* oii the Statute 
Book. If Sir Hugh Stephenson says that the Act hus failed to achieve 
its objei-t up till now then he must also admit that there is no justi- 
fication for retaining it any longer on the Statute Book. 

Then he says that fresh information have confirmed theii position 
with regard to this Act; but he could not give a single example of a 
terroriat conspiracy or violence after the Act was enforced. lie gave 
before a catalogue of crimes which preceded this enactment; but be 
has not beeu able to add to that catalogue at all. Then, he says, in 
reply to my charge of the maladministration of the Act, that I have 
simply brought that charge but have not substantiated my points by- 
giving details. Well, the detail* have already been given by the cither 
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speakers, Mr. Sen Gupta and others. The Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephen- 
son did not take the trouble of meeting the specific points raised by 
the other speakers in connection with the charge of maladministration 
of the Act. He says that they have used the powers conferred on them 
by the Act with great moderation ; but here is a case of the lion paint- 
ing himself. When even the members of the Council are not allowed 
to visit the internees — not to speak of other non-officials — it is a simply 
one-sided version and that version must be rejected in view of the 
definite allegations of maltreatment that are being made against the 
Government in this connection. 

Then, he says that only 15 arrests have been made after the Act 
came into force. If so, and the terrorist conspiracy still prevails, then 
it must be supposed that all such persons, as were arrested before the 
Ordinance Act came into force, have no connection with the terrorist 
conspiracy and are therefore innocent. 

Then, as regards the deportation of these internees to Burma 
(Mandalay Jail), he says that no suitable jails for the internment of 
such prisoners are available in Bengal. I suppose that the most human 
treatment could have been accorded to them by deporting them to 
the Andamans. That would surely have been a more straightforward 
course. 

Then, the lion’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson says that if the internees in 
the Mandalay Jail are suffering any discomforts, the Bengal Govern- 
ment have nothing to do with that, because they have no control over 
the internees in Burma. And it is probably just to relieve themselves 
of the responsibility of looking after their comfort, that the Bengal 
Government sent the internees overseas to Burma, without making 
sure whether they will he well-cured for in the Burma Jail. This is 
no doubt, a fine commentary on their sense of responsibility? 1 I think 
1 need not detain the House longer in answering the speech of the 
Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson, which, as I said before, practically con- 
tains nothing substantial and in which he has not been able at all to 
make out a case for the retention of this Act on the Statute Book.* 
The onus is on him to prove that further retention of this Act is 
necessary and he luvs not been able to discharge that onus at nil. 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: 1 only wish to say that if 
Ttni Harendranath Chuudhuri had done me the honour of reading my 
speech of January last, he would have found that most of the informa- 
tion he asked me to-day are there. The Art was passed by certifica- 
tion for a period of five years. The mover complains that 1 have not 
made a case for retention, hut I think the onus is the other way round 
and rests on Rai Harendrannth Chuudhuri. The mover has asked me 
for a list of fresh eases hut I decline to accept his invitation to discus* 
matters which are judice. 



1925.] RESOLUTIONS. 43* 

The following- motion was then put: — 

“ Thia Council recommends to the Government that immediate 
steps be taken to repeal the Bengal Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act, 1925.” 

A division was taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


AMy, Bnbu Amulya Dhana. 

Ahamad, Maulvl Aslmuddtn. 

A hma d, Mauhrl Najmuddln. 

Ali m m l , Mauhrl Tayabuddln. 

AhmH, Mauhrl Zanaoar. 

Bngahl, Babu Ramat Chandra. 

Bakah, Maulvl Kadar. 

Banarjaa, Or. Pramathanath. 

Banarjaa, Babu ftatya Klsharo. 

•mi, Babu Bajay Krishna. 
Chakravartl, Babu Jogindra Chandra. 
Chakravarty, Babu Sudartan. 
Chattarjaa, Babu Umag Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Mauhrl falyad Abdur Rob. 
Chaudhurl, Ral Narandranath. 
Chaudhury, Maulvl Md. Nurul Hu*. 
Chundar, Mr. Nlrmal Chandra. 

Oas, Or. Mahlnl Mohan. 

Oat Qupta, Or. J. M. 

Datta, Babu Akhll Chandra. 

Day, Babu Boroda Prasad. 

Oafur, Mauhrl Abdul. 

Canguly, Babu Khagandra Nath. 

Haidar, Mr. t. N. 

Hagua, Mauhrl Sayadul. 

Haaaaln, Maulvl Wahad. 

Him* Mr. Makbubul. 

Jaardar, Maulvl Aftab Haasaln. 


j Khan, Babu Dabtndra Lai. 

Khan, Maulvl Abdur Rasohtd. 

I Khan, Mauhrl Amanat 
Khan, Maulvl Mahl Uddin. 

Utl Mahamtnad, Haji. 

Mahammad, Maulvl Sasar. 

Malty, Babu Mahtndra Nath. 

Mitra, Babu Jogtndra Nath. 

Nandy, MaharaJ Kumar trig Chandra. 
Naskcr, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Ntafi, Babu Manmehan. 

Quader, Maulvl Abdul. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Ralkat, Mr. Prasanna Dab. 

Ray, Babu Abanlsh Chandra. 

Ray, Babu turandra Nath. 

Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Babu ftatoowrlpatl. 

Roy, Or. Bidhan Chandra, 
j Roy, Mr. 0. N. 

| Roy, Mr. Klran ftankar. 

: Chaudhurl, Ral Bahadur ftatyandr* 

Nath. 

•arkar, Babu Homanta Kumar, 
ftarkor, Babu Nallnlranjan. 

•tn Cup la, Mr. 4 . M. 

•uhraarardy, Or. A. 

Vasin, Maulvl Muhammad. 


NOES. 


Abbott* Mr. E. C. 

Addams-Wllllams, Mr. C. 

Blrtay, Mr. L 
Brown#, Mr. P. M 
Chartras, Mr. C. B. 

Chaudhurl, Nawab Bahadur Saiyld Nawab 
All, Khan Bahadur. 

Caban. Mr. 0. J. 

Of, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. 0. C. 

Donald, tha Han’bis Mr. 4 . 

Outt, Mr. C. t. 

Farrastar, Mr. 4 , Campbtll. 

Good#, Mr. t. W. 

Cuba, Mr. P. N. 

Hoard, Major-Ccnaral Riohard, 

Hapkyns, Mr. W. ft. 

Haaaaln, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Musharruf. 
Huq, Maulvl Ekramul. 


Jamas, Mr. P. ft. 

Jsnnaway, Mr. 4 . H. 

Khaitan, Babu Oabl Prasad. 

Liddsll, Mr. H. C. 

Lindsay, Mr. 4 . H. 

Morana, Or. H. W. B. 

Morgan, Mr. C. 

Nailmuddin, Khajt. 

Oatfn, Mr. E. F. 

Rahim, tha Hon bla ftlr Abdur- 
Roy, tha Han'bls Maharaja Bahadur 
Kshaunish Chandra. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Mr. K. C. 

Ray, Mr. ft. N. 

Roy, Raja Manileli ftlngh. 
ftnalth, Mr. 4 . F. 

fttfphcnson, the Hon'blo ftlr Hufth. 
Woadhcad, Mr. 4 . A. 


The Ave** beitig 55 and the Noes 36, the motion was carried. 


Adjournment. 

The ( Ynincil was then adjourned *nir die. 
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